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Paper 2009

Punjab Nati onal Bank conducted an examin 2009 to shortli st prospective
candidates for the position of Agriculture Oficers. This question paper
was for the English Language and was given in 2009. You can downl oad this
sol ved questi on paper here.

Mor e Bank Exans

English Language: Sol ved Paper

Drections—{£Q 1-15) Read the fol |l owing passage careful ly and answer the
questi ons given belowit. Certain words have been printed in bold to help
you | ocate them whil e answering some of the questions. W should
recogni se the indebt edness of the country to its farmfamlies who toil
to saf eguard national food security. Loan waiver is the price we have to
pay for the negl ect of rural India over the past several decades. There
has been a gradual decline in investment in key sectors related to
agriculture such as infrastructure, marketi ng, post harvest technol ogy
etc. The four crore farners whose debt is to be relieved will be eligible
for institutional credit for their cultivation expenses during Kharif
2008. The challenge is to prevent themfromgetting i nto the debt trap
again. For this purpose the Central and various State governnents should
set up an I ndebted Farmers’ Support Consortium conprising scientists
panchayat raj officials and others relevant to assisting farners to
inmprove the profitability and productivity of their farms in an
environnment al |y sust ai nable manner. The smaller the farm the greater is
the need for narketable surplus to reduce i ndebt edness.

The Indebted Farnmers’ Support Consortium should aimto get all the four
crore farnmers all the benefits of the government schenes such as the
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, Irrigation Benefit Programme and others.
If this is done, every farmfanly rel eased fromthe debt trap should be
able to produce at | east an additional half tonne per hectare of
foodgrai ns. This should help increase food production byabout 20 mllion
tonnes by 2008-10. At a tinme when global and national food stocks are
dwi ndling and prices are rising, this will be a tinmely gain for our
national food security. We need to ensure that the outcone of the debt
wai ver i s enhanced farmers’ income and production. The prevailing gap



bet ween potential and actual yields in the crops of rainfed areas such as
pul ses and oi | seeds is over 200 per cent

even with the necessary technologies on the shelf. W are now inporting
without duty large quantities of pulses and oilseeds. |f hel ped, farners
can produce these at a |ower cost.

Qpportunities for assured and renunerati ve marketi ng are essential if

| oan wai ver is not to becone a recurring event |eading to the destruction
of the credit system This is why the M ninmum Support Price is necessary
for all, not just for a few crops which is the case at present. This is
the single nost effective step to make | oan waivers history. There is
another urgent step whi ch needs to be taken. The | oan wai ver does not
cover those who borrow from nmoneylenders. It will not be possible for the
governnent to scrutinise the veracity of such private deals but steps can
be taken such as giving them Smart Cards which will entitle themto
essential inputs like seeds and fertilizers. The gram sabha can be
entrusted with the task of identifying these farners so that there is
transparency in the process and elimnation of the chances for

fal sification and corruption. Fear of occasional msuse should not conme
in the way of enabling mllions of poor farmers who have borrowed from
informal sources if we are to achieve the goal of four per cent growh in
agriculture.

1. Wat is the likely inpact of ensuring farmers’ benefit from governnment
schenes ?

1. They can use the credit fromthese schemes to repay noneyl enders.

2. The governnent can control the price rise.

3. Increased agricul tural production.

(A Both 1 and 2

(B) Al 1, 2 and 3

(Q Only 3

(D) Both 2 and 3

(E) None of these

2. Wiy does the author feel that rural India has been overlooked in the
past ?

1. Institutional credit was only nade avail able for Kharif crops.

2. Drop in investnment in central areas related to agricul ture.

3. Records of those eligible for |Ioan waivers have not been naintai ned
over tine.

(A Only 2

(B) Both 1 and 2

(Q Only 3

(D Al 1, 2 and 3

(B) None of these

3. How can small farmers avoid debt ?

(A They need to acquire additional |and hol dings

(B) They need to take advant age of both gover nment schenes as well as
credit from noneyl enders

(© They have to ensure a sufficient amount of their farm produce is sold
(D) The CGovernnent should provide periodic |oan waivers

(E) None of these

4. What is the objective of the I ndebted Farnmers’ Support Consortium?
(A) It is a support group for the famlies of indebted farners

(B) It has to devi se new gover nnment schemes for farners

(O It has to track farners eligi bl e for government schenes



(D) It has to eval uate gover nnment schemes and weed out the inefficient
ones

(E) None of these

5. Wiat does the aut hor mean by the phrase“indebtedness of the country to
its farmfamlies” ?

(A If farmers are in debt it inpacts the entire country

(B) Gtizens should be grateful to farmers and their famlies for the
har dshi ps borne by themto cultivate crops

(O Indias food production has fallen causing it to be in debt since it
has to inport food

(D) The number of farners’ descendants taking up agriculture has fallen.
(E) None of these

6. Wiat is the author’s opinion of recurring |loan wai vers ?

(A) They are beneficial to farners

(B) They are detrinental to the system of | ending.

(© They will reduce the need for a M ni mum Support Price for
agricultural products

(D) Farmers will no longer be in debt to noneyl enders

(E) None of these

7. Wiich of the following is TRUE in the context of the passage ?

(A) The Mnimum Support Price for agricultural products is yet to be

i npl ement ed

(B) Loan waiver is a permanent solution to indebtedness of farmers

(O Current agricultural growh i s bel ow four per cent

(D) India s food producti on has i ncreased i n 2008

(E) Moneyl enders benefit from |l oan wai vers

8. Wiy does the |oan waiver not cover credit taken from noneyl enders ?
1. It is difficult to verify these contracts betwen farmers and
noneyl ender s.

2. It will increase the deficit in the budget.

3. There is a risk that the funds may be m sappropriated.

(A) Both 1 and 3

(B) Al 1, 2 and 3

(Q Only 2

(D) Both 1 and 2

(E) None of these

9. Wiy is there a vast gap in actual and potential yields of crops in
rai nfed areas ?

(A) The governnment prefers to inport these crops at a | ower rate

(B) No technol ogical advances have been made to inprove the grow h of
crops in these areas

(© There is no M ni num Support Price avail able for these crops

(D) Farmers are forced to sell these crops at a lowrate

(E) None of these

10. How does the governnment intend to ensure transparency in the Smart
card i ssuance process ?

(A) Screening private players invol ved in the schene

(B) G anting access to those farmers who regi ster with their | ocal
nmoneyl ender s

(© Providing cards whi ch cannot be forged

(D) Regularly rotati ng nenbers of the gram sabha so there is no
corrupti on

(E) None of these



Drections—Q 11-13) Choose the word which is nost simlar in meaning to
the word printed in bold as used in the passage.

11. assured

(A insured

(B) definite

(© doubted

(D) confident

(B) reliance

12. relieved

(A exenpted

(B) backed

(© supported

(D) cal med

(E) substituted

13. gap

(A hole

(B) break

(O pause

(D) difference

(E) interruption

Drections - (Q 14-15) Choose the word which is nost opposite in neaning
to the word printed in bold as used in the passage.

14. timely

(A young

(B) lately

(O overdue

(D) aged

(E) slowy

15. elimnation

(A) authority

(B) forgiveness

(O attack

(D) provision

(E) protection

Drections - (Q 16-20) Wiich of the phrases (A, (B), (C) and (D) given
bel ow shoul d replace the phrase given in bold in the foll owi ng sent ence
to nmake the sentence grammatically meani ngful and correct. |If the
sentence is correct as it is and no correcton is required, mark (E) as
the answer.

16. In order to control rising prices the governnent has restricted the
export of certain comodities.

(A For control of raised

(B) In control of raised

(© To control the rise

(D) By controlling rising

(E) No correction required

17. Over two crores will be required to renovate the buil ding bei ng
damaged during the cycl one.

(A) that was damage

(B) which was danaged

(© has been damaged

(D) been danaged

(E) No correction required



18. Smal | investors often suffer because of delays in getting its

gri evance redressed.

(A their grievances redressed

(B) the grievances redress

(O to redress grievance

(D) this grievances redressed

(E) No correction required

19. Wth the failure of the investment bank, the public’s confidence in
the banking sector has been how badly shaken.

(A) so badly shaken

(B) that much shaky

(© badly shaken

(D) too badly shaky

(E) No correction required

20. A consultant is been appointed to advise us on the viability of the
proj ect.

(A) appointed

(B) has been appoi nting

(O wll be appointed

(D) to be appointed

(E) No correction required

Drections—Q 21-25) Rearrange the foll owi ng si x sentences (1), (2),
(3), (4), (5 and (6) in the proper sequence to form a neani ngful

par agr aph; then answer the questi ons given bel ow t hem

(1) Expansion of retail banking especially has a | ot of scope, since
retail assets are just 22 per cent of the total banki ng assets.

(2) Wiere they do not find it viable to open branches they may open
satellite offices in these areas.

(3) There is tremendous scope for the expansi on of banking in India.

(4) Banks can al so diversify beyond cities to sem -urban and rural areas.
(5 In these ways a transition from cl ass banking to nmass banking can
take place.

(6) They can also collaborate with [ocal stakeholders in order to extend
mcrocredit services to those living there.

21. Wiich of the following should be the THI RD sentence after
rearrangenent ?

(A 2

(B) 3

(Q 4

(D 5

(E) 6
22. Which of the followi ng should be the FIRST sentence after
rearrangenent ?

(A1

(B 2

(9 3

(D 4

(B 5
23. Wiich of the followi ng should be the FI FTH sentence after
rearrangenent °?

(A 2

(B) 3
(O 4
(D 5



(B) 6

24. Which of the followi ng should be the SI XTH (LAST) sentence after
rearrangenent ?

(A 1

(B) 2

(9 3

(D 4

(B) 5

25. Wiich of the follow ng should be the SECOND sentence after
rearrangenent °?

(A1

(B) 2

(9 3

(D 4

(B 5

Drections—Q. 26-35) In the foll owing passage there are blanks, each of
whi ch has been nunbered. These nunbers are printed below the passage and
agai nst each, five words are suggested, one of which fits the blank
appropriately. Find out the appropriate word in each case. Decades ago,
China (26) the concept of ‘barefoot doctors’. They were comunity

heal thcare workers who successfully (27) the health of China’'s vill ages.
Fol lowi ng t his exanple, many African, Asian and Latin American countries
have started (28) progranmes. The | argest of such community health
efforts is India’s National Rural Health Mssion. In (29) over three
years, the progranmme has nobilized over fifty thousand new community
health workers, each (30) as ‘Asha’. This is short for ‘Accredited Social
Health Activist’ and translated into Hindi is the word (31) hope.

Today technol ogy conpani es and foundations are also joining the (32) to
support community health workers. Mobile phone conpanies are (33) these
wor kers wit h phones and support systens to obtain up to date nedi cal
information, call anbul ances etc. In the (34) years, comunity heal th
wor ker s can t hus hel p(35) the spread of nany devastating but curabl e

di seases.

26. (A) gives

(B) researches

(© introduced

(D) originates

(E) enlightened

27. (A) inproved

(B) entrusted

(O fought

(D) cured

(E) dealt

28. (A) thousands

(B) alike

(O imtated

(D) simlar

(BE) nam ng

29. (A) course

(B) less

(O approxi mate

(D) period

(B) just

30. (A) referred



(B) known

(O perceived

(D) regarded

(E) called

31. (A) denotes

(B) describes

(O for

(D) explains

(E) neans

32. (A) business

(B) nmenbership

(© scope

(D) effort

(E) purpose

33. (A) provided

(B) buyi ng

(O equi pped

(D) supplied

(E) enpowering

34. (A) com ng

(B) next

(Q past

(D few

(E) previous

35. (A) overl ook

(B) curb

(O protect

(D) enrich

(BE) negl ect

Answer s:

1. (B 2. (A 3. (B 4. (A 5 (B) 6. (B) 7. (O 8. (A 9. (O 10. (B
11. (B) 12. (A 13. (D 14. (B) 15. (E) 16 (E) 17. (B) 18. (A 19. (O
20. (C) 21. (O 22. (O 23. (E) 24. (E) 25. (A 26. (O 27. (A 28. (D
29. (E) 30. (O 31. (© 32. (D) 33. (E) 34. (A 35. (B



