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PASSAGE  : 1

1.

When a star explodes in a supernova, it leaves behind a stellar mass for its rebirth. Similarly, the death of a great man results in immortality. The perenniality of Indian culture is analogous to this phenomenon. Even though India was often left distraught by incessant invasions, her spiritually conscious people were mines of creative thought. Their love for truth gave birth to ideas and ideals that continually energised the country. In their creative expression, they emphasised peace and anity. The Big Veda says, “Words are sacred : sages cherish them, the brilliant rule by them.” Great men like Swami Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan effected the integration of mind, body and soul through their wise words, which delivered the message of peace and love. India, in her struggle for freedom, was fortunate to have been under the auspices of such luminaries.
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2.

Mahatma Gandhi affectionately called Radhakrishnan Lord Krishna and said he himself was Arjun, his pupil. Indeed, Radhakrishnan’s achievements and teachings validate the traditional Indian belief in the wisdom and indispensability of the guru. The British, who believed that a humiliated mind allowed enslavement, mocked India’s religion and ridiculed her ancient philosophy as important tales of sparrows and parrots. Radhakrishnan sought to break the British fetters on Indian consciousness. He wanted India to believe in herself. Armed with a vast knowledge of Indian religion and philosophy, he spoke of the spiritually advanced character of Indian wisdom. His arguments inspired freedom fighters and scholars alike, turning them into ardent admirers of India, its people and culture.

3.

Essentially an idealist, Radhakrishnan corroborates our belief in the efficacy of the good. In works like Indian Philosophy, The Hindu View of Life and An Idealist View of Life, he argues that goodness enables us to live the love in our hearts It was his positive spirit that made the best universities in the world invite him to grace them with his lecture. Radhakrishnan also served India in the highest offices—as the first ambassador to Russia, as vice-president and president.

4.

Born in Tiruttani in 1888 and married to Sivakamuamma for 51 years till her death, Radhakrishnan sought spiritual enlightenment and inspiration in her. In his autobiography, he remembers her as an everyday heroine who epitomised selflessness and stood for the victory of mind over matter. He honoured this character of Indian women and dedicated a book, titled Religion and Society, to them. Radhakrishnan wrote, “India, in every generation, has produced millions of women who have never found fame, but whose daily existence has helped civilise the race, and whose warmth of heart, self-sacrificing zeal, unassuming loyalty and strength in suffering when subjected to trials of extreme severity, are among the glories of this ancient race.”

5.

A dutiful teacher, a deeply spiritual thinker, an able policy maker, Radhakrishnan was every bit the visionary India needed. Nobel laureate C.V. Raman beautifully summed up his glorious life. “The frail body of Radhakrishnan enshrined a great spirit—a great spirit which we have learnt to revere and admire, even to worship.”
I.

Read the passage & answer the questions that follow :


(a)
How does death of a great man result in immortality ?
1

(b)
Did the incessant invasions leave India distraught? Why/why not ?
2

(c)
What effect did the great men make on India’s struggle for freedom ?
2

(d)
How could Radhakrishnan break British fetters on Indian Consciousness ?
1

(e)
Which book did he dedicate to Indian women & why ?
1

(f)
How does he pay his tribute to the unsung women of the country ?
2
II.

Find words from the passage which convey similar meaning as the 
following :


3

(a)

Lasting for a long time (para 1)


(b)

Great moral or religious leader (Para 1 & 2) 


(c)
The act of being strict /stern(para 4)

III.
For Additional Practice :

(a) 
Suddenly becomes brighter (para 1)
(b) 
Forever (para 1)

(c)
Similar in some way (para 1)
(d)

Extremely upset     (para 2)


(e)
To be a perfect example of (para 4)

PASSAGE : 2

Intellect & intelligence : Know the difference

1.

For long there has been no awareness or endeavour by us to develop the art of thinking. As a result the lives of people are based on groundless beliefs. And their beliefs rest on some absurd superstitions. Or mere assertions which bear no proof. And now they find it difficult to question their veracity.

2.

Following this trend humanity has reached a perilous state. We need to realise the emergent need to develop and strengthen the intellect. The process of thinking should start from an early age. Develop the art of thinking. Follow it up with the study of the impeccable truths of life.

3.

Delve deep into the truths. Accept those that appeal to logic and reason. Apply them in practical living. Adopt this procedure all through life. It will enable you to build your intellect. Albert Einstein said that intellectual growth should commence at birth and cease only at death.

4.

We need strong intellect to exercise the right choice of action in life. We face endless trials and tribulations. The human species alone is provided with intellect to face and surmount mundane challenges.
5.

All other species, devoid of intellect, are helpless victims of the rigours of the external world. A powerful intellect helps us overpower these onslaughts. But the role of the human intellect does not end there. The intellect has the unique capacity to even transcend the world and reach the ultimate state of spiritual enlightenment.

6.

Unaware of the need to build the intellect, we tend to entertain ourselves with merely reading ourselves with merely reading others’ periodicals and publications. We indulge in the mere length of study. Just pouring over pages of literature apathetic to its deeper implications. Rare indeed are those who go into the depth of study. Thus little is assimilated or absorbed by readers. People have been educated robots for generations. And have been traversing through life without knowing the meaning and purpose of it.
7.

The world abounds in personalities with one-sided development. Intelligence and no intellect. Take the example of a scientist who is an alcoholic. His liver is damaged. He is extremely short-tempered and his blood pressure has shot up. And he is stressed, unable to face even small worldly challenges. Analyse his personality carefully.

8.

He is a brilliant scientist with profound knowledge of his subject. He has acquired abundant intelligence but never cared to develop his intellect. His intellect has always remained weak.

9.

It lacks the strength to handle the multifarious demands of the mind. His mind craves for alcohol. His intellect is not powerful enough to control the nagging desire. So his mind raves in foul temper. His frail intellect is unable to control its ravings. And when his mind is humiliated, strained and stressed by the problems confronting it, his intelligence looks on helplessly.

10.

On the contrary, there are luminaries possessing awesome intellects which hold their minds under perfect control. Some of them possess no academic qualification but academies are built around them. Only by developing the intellect can we save ourselves from self-destruction and evolve to spiritual perfection.

I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
How are superstitions an obstacle in developing the art of thinking ?
1

(b)
Why is it important to develop the art of thinking ?
1

(c)
What happens to people without intellect ?


2

(d)
What do we need to do for building intellect ?
2

(e)
Briefly explain the difference between intellect & intelligence.
2

(f)
How can building intellect help us know the meaning &purpose of life ?
1
II.

Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following :
3

(a)
Truthfulness (para 1)
(b)
Dangerous (para 2 & 3)


(c)
Attacks (para 5 & 6)

III.
For Additional Practice :


Look up dictionary for the meaning of the following words :


(a)
Absurd
(b)
Mundane

(c)
Multifarious
(d)
Nagging

(e)
Luminaries
Passage : 3

1.

Piya Ghose, 25, thought a friend was playing a prank on her when a text message on her mobile phone suggested she visit a website to find herself a partner. It was no prank.



Her friend, in fact, was one of the many mobile users who volunteer space in their mobile text messages for advertisements in exchange for several incentives such as lesser tariff for value-added services and enhanced features on their mobile phones.

2.

With an ever-growing population of mobile phone users in India, advertisers see the handset as a potential medium for reaching consumers with their targeted messages. “Unlike television and print, mobile phones provide a much more focussed and assured access to consumers,” says Subho Ray, President of the Internet and Mobile Association of India, or IAMAI. “One always knows that one’s ad had been seen by the consumer, which is not the case with TV or 
print.”

3.

To be sure, mobile phones are not a new phenomenon in India and advertisers have been experimenting with the medium, albeit cautiously. “We realize that the mobile is a powerful tool in targeting consumers but we are cautious in tapping the medium because it could amount to intrusion in consumers’ private space,” says Sajid Shamim, executive director, marketing, Reebok India Co.

4.

“Historically, mobile marketing companies have had a reputation of being intrusive as they spam users with content they don’t care about and share database without permission,” says Beerud Sheth, co-founder and president of Webaroo’s GupShup. “But we offer users the option to choose the kind of messages they would want to get. That way, we are no different from a newspaper or television since these mediums, too, provide content along with ads.”
5.

Affle’s SMS 2.0 technology, which once a consumer downloads free from its website, replaces the phone’s existing SMS system with a default browser that installs features such as colours, emoticons, icons, and signature in the user’s text messages. In return, users have to lend the bottom space in their message box for advertisements.

6.

The company says these messages relate to interests users registration. “By installing SMS 2.0 technology, customers get to upgrade their SMS. In return we get space in their message box to sell to advertisers,” says Anuj Kumar, executive director for South Asia at Affle.
7.

SMS GupShup, another mobile marketing company, offers users the option to create their own mobile communities. The company allows these user created communities to send SMSs or micro-blogs to the entire group for the price of one. In return, the consumers have to agree to accept advertisements.

8.

“It’s a unique arrangement where advertisers get an opportunity to target specific group of consumers with specific interests and consumers, besides getting the kind of commercial information they want, save money on messaging,” says Sheth.
9.

Similarly, SMS MyToday offers consumers a free messaging service that provides consumers daily updates in areas of their interest. In these updates, however, it smartly incorporates ads and consumers don’t complain about it because the service is free. “On an average, SMS updates will contain 160 characters, of which 70 characters belong to an ad,” says Abhijit Mukherjee, chief executive of Netcore Solutions.
10.

Affle claims to have built a consumer base of 5,00,000 in the past six months, and has signed 16 leading advertisers such as Nike Inc., Britannia Industries Ltd, ICICI Bank Ltd, PepsiCo Holdings, and Board of Control for Cricket in India’s Indian Premier League.
11.

Mobile advertising is cost-effective as well, besides providing advertisers a targeted access to consumers.
12.

The mobile marketing companies charge advertisers anything between Rs. 5 lakh and Rs. 20 lakh a month for their campaigns.
13.

Even as advertisers become more comfortable with the idea of reaching consumers through the platform, some experts sound out a word of caution.
14.

“The mobile is a very personalized instrument and it is easy for consumers to have a negative impression of a brand if its message is not right or is not perceived in the right light,” said IAMAI’s Ray. “Marketing companies will have to be careful as they move forward to exploit the handset for advertising.”
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
Why did Piya Ghosh think that the text message was a prank ?
1

(b)
Do you agree that mobile phones have an edge over Television and print ? (Give 2 valid reasons from the passage to support your answer.)
2

(c)
What can be most annoying to the consumer on mobile ?
1

(d)
How are Customers benefited by the mobile marketing companies ? (Give 
2 reasons)


2

(e)
What are the demerits of mobile advertising ?
2

(f)
Write one phrase which explains that mobile advertising is equally beneficial to both, the advertiser and the consumer.


1
II.

Write words from the passage which means the same as :


(a)
fixed charges(para 1& 2)
(b)
though (para 3)


(c)
chop(para 4 & 5 )

III.
For Additional Practice :


Consult dictionary and find out the meanings :

(a)
Prank
(b)
Intrusion


(c)
Exploit

Passage : 4
1.

For seven-year-old Gopal Tanaji Vanwe, home is not one place. With his parents, migrant farm labourers, Gopal moves from district to district. It’s Beed one season, Jalgaon in another. Millions of nomadic families such as his are not covered by the National Sample Survey. Given that none of these families live in one place for more than a few months, the Government’s largesse evades them, whether it is primary education for their children or shelter for themselves.
2.

But thanks to one man’s efforts at providing these children with a choice, Gopal and many of his friends now happily recite rhymes and tables under a tree in a remote village in Bhenda (Maharashtra). Founded by Pravin Mahajan, Janarth, a not-for-profit organisation operating in Maharashtra, has come up with an innovative alternative education solution for children of seasonal migrants.
3.

Almost 6.5 lakh families with 2 lakh children migrate to sugarcane cooperatives in Maharashtra alone. Given that the sugarcane harvesting season starts in April, which coincides with the academic year, most children of migrant parents are left out of the education system even if there is a school in the village they come from. So in 2000, Janarth took it upon itself to address their needs. After much cajoling, the first sakhar shala or sugar school was born at the Mula sugarcane factory in Naggar district, which now provides primary education to children of migrant farm labourers. Janarth’s 126 sakhar shalas across 39 sugar factories in Maharashtra now cover 15,000 children. To ensure that older children don’t have to drop out of school in their critical years. Janarth also built hostels in the villages from where families migrate so that children can stay back even if their parents move.
4.

These educational institutions provide oral learning to children from pre-school to Class VII. The sugar factories allot land for schools and a labour officer appointed by the sugar factory supervises the running. The factory education board is represented by parents, the district education officer and senior factory officials. These schools are close to factories so that parents can look up on their kids whenever they want. Explains Mahajan : “We wanted to give children the freedom to choose a better life. Under the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, there is a provision for alternative education formats. Sakhar shalas are partially funded (about Rs. 30 lakh per year) under that scheme.”
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5.

Children at these schools get books, slates and even a mid-day snack as an incentive. Through the sakhar shalas scheme, sugarcane cooperatives receive financial incentives from the Government to set up on-site sugar schools, thereby creating a win-win situation for all stakeholders. Currently, Janarth spends up to Rs. 1,100 per child, which includes snacks, books and additional educational material.
6.

Children like Gopal may not be able to read or write their names but can recite nursery rhyms like “Johnny, Johnny………” and tables effortlessly, while older children can explain the complex chemical process of sublimation with ease. The schools deliver learning that is relevant to the context of village children, which is why the emphasis is not on reading and writing, but on oral learning and counting.
7.

Like all ambitious projects, it has not been easy to get sakhar shalas off the ground. The biggest challenge that Janarth had to overcome was convincing the Government about the actual number of migrant children. “Nobody believed us when we quoted the number of migrant families and their affected children,” says Mahajan. For any sort of remedial action by the Government or local bodies, they have to believe that this invisible population has problems that need to be addressed in focusing attention on the invisible underclass.
8.

Having expanded the capacity to 15,000 children. Janarth is now feeling stretched as no other agency has come forward to offer help. With many more Gopals wandering aimlessly out of school, it’s time this happened.
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
What project is Pravin Mahajan working on ? (only in one sentence)


(b)
Why is government unable to do much for this segment of society ?


(c)
Explain seasonal migrants.


(d)
Which critical years is the author referring to ? Why are they critical ?


(e)
What is alternative education ?

(f)
List the facilities offered by “these educational institutions”.


(g)
Who are the stakeholders here ? How is a win-win situation created ?
II.

Find words similar in meaning :


(a)
generous or excessive giving (para 1)


(b)
two events happening at the same time (para 3)


(c)
use flattery to persuade / get information (para 3, 4)

III.
Additional Exercise :


Find out the meaning with the use of a dictionary :

(a)
NOMADIC
(b)
INCENTIVE


(c)
STAKEHOLDERS
(d)
SUBLIMATION


(e)
UNDERCLASS
PASSAGE : 5
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1.

Long before the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) decided to investigate the long working hours of participants on reality shows on television, there was a show called Boogie Woogie on Sony (at 500 episodes and counting, over 12 years, perhaps the longest running in the genre) featuring tiny boys and girls. No one protested then. When Zee TV’s Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Li’l Champs finale scored a TRP of 11.1 in its first season in 2006, no one protested then too. Now, when the platforms have multiplied and the rewards are all too evident for pushy parents and clamorous children, the NCPCR seems to have woken up to the issue of guidelines.
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2.

And about time too. Two big-ticket children’s reality shows have already been wrapped up this year (Li’l champs and its clone Star Voice of India Chhote Ustad, which was crafted on Star Plus by the originator of the series on Zee TV, Gajendra Singh). Currently, two such shows are on air and another is all set to follow soon. Just as controversy erupted last year when CSS ran Kid Nation—a reality show where children try to create a functioning society in a town shot in New Mexico—the lid seems to have blown off television’s best-kept secret. That the shows that get the small screen some of its highest ratings are no better than one long drudge where children, some as young as eight, are forced to behave like adults in front of the camera, lose their innocence and work in at least 12-hour shifts a day, but gain in big bucks. It’s causing breakdowns, as when the 12-year-old Anamika Choudhary, who won Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Li’l Champs in 2007, broke down in the middle of her performance because she couldn’t handle the news of co-contestant Smita Nandi’s father suffering a heart-attack after his daughter was eliminated from the show. Indeed, children are being used, as a Variety columnist said earlier, as fodder for fun and profit.
3.

It wasn’t always so, says Ravi Behl, one of the three founders of Boogie Woogie. They started the show at a time when there was no platform for dancers and says even now, “we correct the parents when the kids are given adult songs and adult moves to perform.” But being in the limelight has its compensations, he says, giving the example of Jai Nayar and Hrishikesh Jogdan, both teenagers, who were selected to be part of the Mithun Chakraborty-starrer Fast Forward after the actor visited the sets as a celebrity judge. Apart from that, of course, there is a hefty cash prize of up to Rs. 5 lakh and a car, or Rs. 10 lakh to lap up, depending on the season and the age of performers.
4.

Glamour has become all-too-easily attainable and dreams are being transformed into reality at a lightening speed. Tanu participated in the first and second season of Li’l Champs and Antakshari for Kids respectively, says her mother Neelam, and already is the proud  owner of a make-up kit because she doesn’t like going out without her lipstick in place. “I think I have that something special in me that will make me an actress,” she says, instantly chipping in that she’s always wanted to be famous. But screen idols are not what she’s hankering after. “Main apni favourite hoon (I’m my favourite),” is her spitfire reply, stumping adults all around. Aided by an entourage of choreographers, make-up artists, dress designers and production people, these little energy bundles can put their years of experience and professionalism to shame. They wake up religiously at 9 a.m. head for dance practice, for their next performance, and from 10 a.m. to at least 6 p.m. and sometimes 9 p.m., stay closeted in the practice hall, perfecting their 1, 2, 3, 4s. But pack-up for the choreographes doesn’t mean pack-up for them. After returning to the flat, the children switch on the CD player again and get back to business.
5.

And it is to escape elimination monster that 13-year-old Loria Dhosi, also from Udaipur, practiced despite fever, 12-year-old Depak Tirkey from a village in Jharkhand performed after popping a Crocin and Nagchoudhury wore a tightly-wound pagdi around her head for close to eight hours despite the fact that her skin reacted to the material and broke out in a rash. “I hope this gets over soon. But since the shoot has started late, it looks like we’ll be here till 5 a.m.,” says Tirkey, who just like the majority on the show wants to be famous. Actor [image: image8.png]


Raveena Tandon, one of the judges on the show, says that though children in general are aping adults, one cannot discount the platform television gives to contestants, especially from small towns. “They would have remained in their villages if it weren’t for television. Through these shows, they get to be celebrities,” she says, adding that it is sad that Santa Claus and the Tooth Fairy might soon be just a mirage. 


Just like the ideal of an innocent childhood ?
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
Which line in para 1 suggests  that NPCR delayed its investigations ?
1

(b)
How are children being used as fodder for fun and profit ?
2

(c)
“But being in the lime light has its compensations.” What are the compensations and who pays them ?


2

(d)
Write very briefly how most reality shows are shot on gruelling dead lines ?
2

(e)
What does the passage say in support of these reality shows ?
2
II.

Find words from the passage which mean the same as :

(a)
Long hard boring job (para2)


(b)
Group of people who travel with an important person (para 4)


(c)
Hope /wish that you cannot make happen because it is not realistic (para 5)

III
.
Additional Exercise :


Try to work out the meaning of the following words with the help of a Dictionary :

(a)
Pushy (para1)
(b)
Clamorous (para1)


(c)
Erupted (para 2)
(d)
Chipping (para4)


(e)
Spitfire (para 4)
Passage : 6
1.

Education is modern India’s greatest leveler and its redemption. It is the tide that lifts every boat. We are all prisoners of birth, but education has the power to snap the meanest bonds of economic and social enslavement. It is the route out of the caste ghetto, the path out of the slum, the road to the high table. A degree in engineering or medicine gives the child of a mill hand as much opportunity as any son or daughter of privilege.
2.

At home and at work, chances are that your domestic help, driver, dhobi, liftman, watchman and peon are doing whatever it takes to send their children to an ‘English-medium’ school, buy them a second-hand computer, pay for their tuition, get them trained in IT. They dream of empowering their child with the kind of ambition they never dared have. And when the child excels in a board exam, gets into big college or lands a good job, all those years of hardship and uncertainty melt away. In that defining moment there is a reinforcement of faith in the future—that it is possible to break the cycle of inequity by honourable means.

3.

It is a well-worn cliché that ours is a country of glaring contradictions. Yes, we have one of the biggest education systems in the world—1.2 million schools, 6.3 million teachers and 290 million students, which is itself is more than the population of every country in the world except China, India and the US. And yes, literacy has grown from 28% in 1961 to 68% today. But the other end of the scale is crumbling. We still have over 287 million illiterate people (from the age of five)—the largest in any country, and larger than the population of Indians (five and above) at the time of Independence.
4.

If India is today considered an emerging super power and if the stereotype has shifted from snake-charmer to IT whiz, some of the credit must go to our education system, to our IITs and IIMs, and to grassroots initiatives like the midday meal scheme and the Navodaya Vidyalayas. This system has produced one of the world’s largest pools of science and tech graduates and created a robust middle class. And with well-educated Indians in influential positions in the developed world, notably the US, India has a voice that commands respect and attention on the global stage.
5.

And yet, the many successes cannot hide the system’s sprawling underbelly.
· Millions of underprivileged youth have no access whatsoever to any form of schooling of the 460 million between 6 and 24 years, 170 million are not in the education system.

· The drop-out rate is depressing : a staggering 90% don’t make it to college.

· There are thousands of schools and colleges, both state-run and private, that provide no real education, and we don’t need empirical proof to bear this out. There is enough and more anecdotal evidence.

· There’s a massive deficit of teachers. And of the 4.7 million-odd who teach between classes I and VIII, almost half have not studied beyond senior seconday.

· Infrastructure is dismal : almost a third of primary and middle schools don’t have pucca buildings, 87% have no computers.

6.

Ironically, our greatest source of strength is threatening to become our biggest weakness. Our education system is choking. Strategically, we are in danger of losing our global competitive advantage. Entrepreneurs have found that education is a great new business, and there’s nothing wrong with that so long as there is a genuine intent to provide quality education. But private education comes at a price, and the question is, can it reach children in slums and villages ? If it can, can they afford it ? The answer quite simply is no. As aspirations rise and disparities widen, and as the need for equity assumes even greater urgency, there is only one solution : to redeem the classroom.
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
Why do you think illiterate parents put in years of hardship ? (Answer in a sentence)


(b)
How is education modern India’s greatest leveller ?


(c)
Name any two glaring contradictions of our country in education ? 


(d)
Who/ what are responsible for shift in image from snake charmer to IT whiz ? 


(e)
How is our greatest strength becoming our biggest weakness ?

II.

Find words similar in meaning :

(a)
make free/ make amends for (para 1)


(b)
relying on observation & experimentation (para 5)


(c)
desire (para 6)

III.
For Additional Practice :


(a)
melt away
(b)
crumbling {para 1}


(c)
grassroots
Passage : 7
1. A COMMON claim made by critics of the Indo-US civilian nuclear agreement is that, ultimately, it can’t really be about powering light bulbs. The fun fact always cited : the Indian government’s own projection that nuclear power won’t contribute more than 3 percent of the country’s energy requirements in the near future.

2. [image: image9.jpg]


This figure is more than wonky. On the down-side, it assumes no private capital, no imported nuclear fuel. And on the upside, it expects the Department of Atomic Energy’s (DAE) thorium-cycle gamble to pay off. All three are suspect variables. Let’s turn to the past for a better indication. History shows a country can ramp up nuclear production once it gets the right policies and politics in place.

3. The most famous example is France. France is the pin-up girl of nuclear power, generating 70 percent of its electricity from glow-in-the-dark fuel. Less known is how fast this was accomplished. The figures are stunning. In a 10 year period from 1989 to 1999, France was able to get 42,000 MW of nuclear-based power up and running. In one year, 1985, the country operationalised over 7,000 MW of nuclear power capability. In comparison, India’s total nuclear power capacity today is less than 3,800 MW.


China  is threatening France’s record. Tote up the construction sites and completion targets. They show that between 2010 and 2015 Beijing will bring 22,300 MW of nuclear energy on stream. It has drafted plans to add yet another 19,400 MW between 2014 and 2018. The Left in New Delhi claims nuclear power is too expensive. Chinese communists share their dialectic, but clearly not their mathematics.
4. Vinay Rai, energy fellow at Stanford University, has shown that nuclear energy is competitive with coal and natural gas. The problem, he says, is that India’s lack of nuclear fuel access “has had the effect of making nuclear power appear more expensive”. In an environment similar to which exists in the West, nuclear power costs between 6.7-4.2 cents per kilowatt-hour and is comparable to the 10.1-3.9 cents price range for coal and natural gas in India.
5. Indian nuclear power has been constrained by more than just fuel. Capital has been lacking : nuclear energy is cheap over time but initial costs are high. Then there’s technology. Thanks to sanctions, Indian engineers have had to develop expensive home-bred replacements. The nuclear deal will lift all these barriers.

6. Undo these shackles and what France accomiplished in the 1980s could be repeated here. It would actually be easier to do this these days. Reactors in those days were small, largely in the 900 MW range. Today, one could nearly double India’s nuclear power capability with just two 1,500 MW reactors. France had to finance the reactors from its own pocket. Today, exporting and building reactors is a well-oiled business. France and Russia have off-the-shelf package deals for customers combining fuel, reactor and finance.

7. Finally, modern reactors are more safe, less waste-producing and come up faster than they did even 15 years ago. “New reactors take an average six years to build, have one year of trials, and link up to the grid on the eighth year,” says Anupam Srivastava, a technology expert at the University of Georgia. The real constraint on nuclear expansion, say some experts, is a global shortage of trained engineers.

8. So what is an optimistic but realistic scenario for Indian nuclear power after the deal is done ? Under the existing government-only system, the constraint is capital. The Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) has cash reserves of $2-3 billion. Given that infrastructure projects normally require the government to provide 20-25 percent of the cost, this could be leveraged to as much as $15 billion. This would pay for 10,000 MWs of reactors.
9. Revolution can only come from privatisation. A suitably amended atomic Energy Act would allow the NPCIl to license reactor building and operating to the private sector Unsurprisingly, the Tatas, Reliance and other Indian firms have already been talking with foreign firms about acquiring technology. Given time, India Inc will probably master the technology and get into the line itself. Look at the China. Its second generation reactors are already 50 percent local. The next lot, says the World Nuclear Association, will be 75 percent indigenous. See a trend ?

10. There are a lot of ifs regarding a nuclear renaissance in India. The privatisation amendment could become stuck. The DAE is, in the end, a government bureaucracy. And the Indo-US nuclear deal has plenty of hoops to jump through. But if all the tumblers fall into place, a 20 percent nuclear component to India’s electricity production by 2030 is a distinct possibility. “There is no limit on the amount of nuclear power India can generate, providing it invests the right amount of resources,” says Manohar Thyagaraj of the US-India Business Alliance.

11. The people who say there are no nukes in India’s energy future echo the ones who said the 1991 economic reforms would be a disaster, that infotech was a lot of bunkum, and generally suffer from indo-pessimism. It all depends, to paraphrase a famous leftist, whether India can seize the coming year.
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
What are the three suspected variables with regard to nuclear energy ?

(b)
Which two countries are rapidly progressing in nuclear energy and how ?

(c)
How can nuclear deal benefit our country ?

(d)
In present times production of Nuclear Energies is much more facilitated. How ?

(e)
What are the constraints of the expansion of Nuclear power?

(f)
What do you think  is the opinion of the writer regarding Indo-US nuclear deal ?
II.
Find words from the passage which mean the same as :


(a)
to be restricted or limited(para 5)


(b)
revival (para 10)


(c)
nonsense (para 11)

III.
Look up the dictionary for the meaning of the following words :


(a)
optimistic
(b)
amendment 


(c)
paraphrase    

Passage : 8
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow :
1. The seasons bring variety to my morning walk around Mumbai’s Five Gardens. The quality of light changes, new flowers splash across the branches, and different bird-song filters out of the dense foliage.
2. However, my eyes are usually lowered as I walk. This has little to do with my non-existent humility and everything to do with the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s inability to lay and maintain a single level pavement. That, and the inability of dogs, stray and pet, to keep their poo off it.

3. Thus it was that as I walked with downcast eyes, I came upon a swathe of purple prose, No, call it poetry. The pavement and the road beyond it had been dyed like a royal robe, though not evenly. Here, it was of deep rich hue, there, the fuchsia segued into a paler mauve. I marvelled over this unfamiliar beauty. The end-of-summer breezes cover the pavements with the golden blooms of the copper pod tree, and the first showers do the same with the resplendent gulmohur, spreading out a red carpet which might be the envy of Cannes. But that recent morning, the night’s rainfall had changed the accustomed palette. It had brought down hundreds of jamuns.
4. And that’s how I discovered how many jamun trees there are in Five Gardens. I had never noticed them before. Now, as I gingerly skirted the slippery purple, I looked up to behold the magnificent tree that had nestled this benevolence. A philosophical amble does not normally accompany me as I stride through this sylvan enclave, but this time, I found myself pondering over the lessons that had dropped from those mystic branches.

5. The jamun was too crushed to eat. And only when it had fallen had I become aware of its existence. Wasn’t this the same as only realising the value or even presence of someone or something after he, she or it has gone out of our reach ? It need not be death. It could simply be going away, or a friendship that has withered from neglect. Or even a long-departed aunt’s hand-embroidered sari which has frayed beyond repair by the time her bachelor son decides to take it out of the cupboard and gift it to one of the women in the family.

6. A second truth stared at me out of that crushed carpet of jamuns. It is only when we perforce have to look down that we deign to look upwards. If the pavement had not turned into a slithery mass of patchy purple, I would never have raised my eyes to see that there was a resplendent tree up there. Didn’t this reflect the fact that we think of higher things and beings only when we are down and out ?

7. When the sun shines and we have our health, happiness and praise from peers and strangers, when we have designer labels in our wardrobe and party invitations to show them off, we don’t bother to give a passing thought to whichever version of divinity we call our own. It is only when we lose any of these that we realise that we should have been less self-obsessed, that we owe what we have to something far bigger.

8. There was a third lesson. As I looked from the fallen fruit to the tree that once held these purple riches, I saw the branches reaching for the sky without the slightest trace of handwriting over having been beggared overnight. Bounty comes, bounty goes. The tree had simply shed its burden, and continued with the business of living and growing without a backward glance.

9. I now pass the jamun trees with respect, and even when a prolonged dry spell has bleached the cautionary purple on the pavement, I look up and nod in acknowledgement  of what these trees so silently told me that morning.
Answer the following questions :

(a)
How do seasons bring variety to the narrator’s morning walk ? 


(b)
Why does the narrator walk with downcast eyes ?

(c)
What does accustomed palette refer to & how has it changed ?

(d)
What are the two most common weaknesses of human nature which the narrator realizes on seeing the crushed jamuns lying on the pavement ?

(e)
How does the tree continue with the business of living & growing ?

(f)
Find words similar in meaning :

      
(i)   Wondered (para 3)     

(ii)  Generosity (para 4)



(iii) brightly coloured (para 6)

Passage 9
The Challenge of Change
1. The just released Prime Minister’s National Action Plan on Climate Change acknowledges the potentially adverse impact of changing climate on India’s development and envisages a multi-pronged approach to tackling climate-related emissions without compromising on growth or committing to carbon caps. This is consistent with the Prime Minister’s per capita emissions will remain below those of developed countries. The Action Plan outlines eight National Missions—solar energy, energy efficiency, sustainable habitat, water, Himalayan ecosystem, sustainable agriculture, etc. It also includes a National Mission for a Green India and another on strategic knowledge for climate change.

2. Critical as these are to combating climate change, the document significantly omits transportation as an independent mission for carbon mitigation, although the sector does figure elsewhere in the action plan, its salience somewhat diminished. Transportation alone accounts for half of the country’s oil demand and was directly responsible for at least 11 percent of our greenhouse gas emissions in 1994, according to our National Communication submitted to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2004. This number did not include fugitive emissions from handling of oil and gas systems. Within transport sector, road transport accounted for 90 percent of all emissions. In 1994, petroleum products contributed to 31 percent of all CO2 emissions.

3. Since 1994, there has been an explosion in automobiles after we opened the floodgates to international auto majors in the early 90s. Each year we unleash two million more cars on our beleaguered roads. Now we have a whopping 14 million four-wheelers in India, not to mention several times as many two wheelers. Correspondingly, our crude consumption has gone up from 1.4 million barrels daily in 1994 to 2.4 million barrels daily now. Although data is not available, commensurate increase in direct emissions from automobile tailpipes is ineluctable. 
4. Tailpipe emissions tell only part of the story. Pari passu with the growth in automobiles our refining capacity has also gone up from 62 million tonnes in 1994 to 146 million tons in 2008 and slated to go up further to 240 million tonnes by 2012. Refining entails burning oil and is classified under ‘Energy and transformation industries’ in our National Communication. Although coal-fuelled power generation tops the list in this category, emissions from refining must have risen correspondingly and will rise further as new refineries come online. Besides, as the world is exhausting sweet light crudes and is turning to heavier crudes, the refinery emission quotient increases commensurately. Chicago Tribune reported in February this year that emissions from Midwest refineries in the U.S. will increase by 15 to 40 percent more on account of refining heavier crudes from Canada. Add to this, emissions from industries that service the automobile sector such as steel, petrochemicals, glass, etc, each of which is carbon-intensive in its own right. Thus we have a chain of activities related to transportation which add up to a significant carbon footprint.

5. Yet, in January 2007, the government released an Automotive Mission Plan (AMP) prepared by Department of Heavy Industries and is also setting up an expert committee to monitor its implementation. The AMP envisages a quantum leap in growth of automotive sector in a decade—from the 2006 level of 3.2 percent share in India’s GDP to 10 percent share by 2016. According to the report, in 2006, the industry had a total turnover of $41 billion including $10 billion of the auto component industry, $3 billion of Indian tyre industry. Now the mission plan hopes to ramp this up to $145 billion and double the industry’s employment potential to 24 million ! No doubt some of these automobiles will be exported and many of them will have stringent emission norms. Yet, their sheer numbers will weigh us down. The hype about hybrid cars needs to be seen in the context of not only our electricity deficits, but also the fact that much of the electricity is produced by burning dirty coal. According to the Ministry of Power, 84 percent of India’s generation (as opposed to installed capacity) in 2008 will come from thermal power plants !
6. Untrammelled growth in automobiles is not just an Indian phenomenon. It pervades rest of Asia too, especially China whose oil import dependence has grown from zero to nearly 50 percent in just 15 years. What our auto policies will do to our liquid fuel demand, our import dependence, our energy security and finally to the global climate through its emissions, is not hard to imagine. China has already surpassed Japan to become the second largest energy consumer as well as the second largest emitter of greenhouse gases. India is not far behind, in the fourth place although we can claim dubious comfort in our per capita emissions being only a fraction of those emitted by our counterparts in the developed world.

7. Coal-based power generation still leads the list of polluting activities, but as natural gas, nuclear and big dams increasingly displace coal, its share is likely to plateau and even decline over time. At the rate at which automobiles are growing, it will not be too long before emissions from hydrocarbons catch up with coal, if not surpass it as the single biggest fouler of our environment. India’s automotive sector will be constrained by neither resources nor climate concerns, but only by the country’s inadequate infrastructure. For China, unacceptable levels of urban pollution could play a similar role. As of now, both these countries seem to be merrily speeding on, unmindful of their galloping emissions.
8. Currently, the world consumes about 83 millions barrels of oil daily. International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that by 2030, this will go up to 116 mbd of which Asia alone will demand an additional 20 million barrels of oil daily, thanks to its misplaced emphasis on private transport as the engine of economic growth. If we persist in our current growth paradigm, our carbon emissions will go up by 500 percent in the next 25 years. Does it not, therefore, make sense to make transportation a thrust area when dealing with carbon emissions ? What better timing than now, to decarbonise our transportation sector, when skyrocketing crude prices and ballooning subsidies give us the sorely needed excuse for drastic intervention ?

9. The Climate Action Plan does address transport-related emissions, but not adroitly enough. It talks of hydrogen, biodiesel and recycling of auto waste. Hydrogen is a distant dream. Turning to biofuels is not just tinkering at the margin. Biofuels are also turning out to be part of the problem rather than solution. Our pilot projects have shown that jatropha cannot be successfully cultivated in marginal or waste lands. It needs irrigation and fertilizer, much the same as food crops. Ethanol carries with it the moral hazard of diverting energy from humans to vehicles. It is also water and fertilizer intensive. It is also water and fertilizer intensive. A life-cycle assessment energy balance and environmental  impact will place biofuels firmly out of reckoning. The plan also talks of developing inland waterways and coastal shipping, establishing mechanisms to promote investments in high capacity public transport systems and more importantly, of appropriate transport pricing. The last two are the key to checking runaway growth in automobiles.
10. Hopefully, we will vigorously examine the last option—of taxing existing and new automobiles steeply enough to raise the resources for initial capital to build our mass transit system, not just in cities, but also in the numerous smaller towns. Subsidies saved from shift to public transportation alone will make this enterprise worthwhile. Can the huge workforce currently employed in the automobile sector be gainfully redeployed to build public transportation networks in a while-collar version of NREGS ? Simultaneously, can we persuade our aspiring middle classes to change their notions of ‘desirable’ lifestyles at the core of which is the now ubiquitous automobile ?

11. While it is not anyone’s case that those who never enjoyed the fruits of the auto boom hitherto should be denied access to the family car, we must also acknowledge that climate is an implacable adversary. With global carbon galloping up to the 550 ppm tipping point, you can neither negotiate nor argue with Gaia, not now, when she is on her sick bed. Nor can we hope to heal her by reading history to her. We need a paradigm shift in the way we perceive development. Such shifts in the economy are possible only during periods of extreme pain or threat. And we have both now—in soaring fuel prices and deteriorating environment and climate.

(The writer is Member, National Security Advisory Board.)

Answer the following questions :

(a)
How does the changing climate worry India & what is the multi-pronged approach to tackle the problem of changing climate ?

(b)
What is the chain of activates related to transportation which adds up to a significant carbon footprint ?

(c)
Why does incessant growth of automotive sector worry not only India but other Asian countries as well ?

(d)
Which are the common factors on the basis of which the writer compares India & China ? 

(e)
How can you say that it is high time to decarbonise the transportation sector ?

(f)
What are the two most important ways to check reckless growth in automobiles ?


(g)
Find words from the passage which the same as the following :



(i)   
fighting (para 2)



(ii)
a great & important change in the way something is done or thought about 
(para 11)



FOR ADDITIONAL PRACTICE :


Look up the dictionary for the meanings of the following words :

(a)
mitigation
(b)
surpass


(c)
persuade 

Passage 10

Scientists Set Forth Proposals to Tame Climate

In 20 years, global temperatures will rise by 0.2-0.4 degree centigrade, they say
1. Scientists from 12 academies round the world have met in Tokyo to issue a statement on the inevitable long-term rise in temperature.


Their forecast is that in the next 20 years, global temperatures will rise by 0.2-0.4 degree centigrade. The consequences of global warming will be felt worldwide. Polar icecaps will continue to melt and the world’s oceans will erode coastlines still further.

2. The academics assessed the scientific aspects of global climate change. This will be a G-8 plus 5 summit involving China, India, South Africa, Brazil and Mexico.


Representatives of these five nations participated in drafting the statement on climate change.

3. The decision to expand the summit format was logical as China now ranks second after the United States in industrial emissions, and the other four countries are also notorious for their high pollution levels.


The scientists called on world leaders to minimise the threat of climate change, stressed the need for urgent action to clarify the causes of this process and set forth proposals to “tame” the climate.

4. Yury Izrael, director of the Institute of Global Climate and Ecology at the Russian Academy of Sciences, who co-authored the statement, told RIA Novosti that the document mostly aimed at enhancing climate-stabilisation measures, outlined ways of adapting to the situation and stipulated a transfer to a low-carbon society.
5. He said less carbon carbon-intensive energy sources and the energy-preservation principle had to be introduced.


Japan, which will hold the G-8 summit, has invented a production process making it possible to cut toxic emissions by 70 percent by 2050. However, Mr. Izrael said this would not solve the climate change problem even if all industrial giants followed suit.


“To stabilise the climate, we must reduce toxic emissions down to the Earth’s natural absorbing capacity. The planet can now absorbless than 50% of toxic emissions,” he said.

6. “This means that we cannot achieve any short-term results in this sphere.”


Mr. Izrael said direct efforts to fight greenhouse emissions held little promise. 


Scientists have not yet assessed the impact of greenhouse gases on the global climate. At any rate, state-of-the-art industrial technologies are not the only way to fight global warming. This costly programme will take several hundred years and many millions of dollars to implement.


The G-8 plus 5 academic meeting also focussed on other factors influencing global climate change.

7. “We must have different ‘weapons’ for fighting climate change and stabilising the climate, and have to use the most effective ones,” Mr. Izrael said.


For instance, geo-engineering technologies can alter the Earth’s albedo, or reflecting power. According to scientists, young and old trees have different albedo levels. Young trees actively detonate carbon needed for their growth and development, while older trees either absorb little or no carbon at all. Consequently, new forests must be planted regularly to preserve a stable climate. Moreover, we must care for old forests, protecting them from wildfires and implementing well-thought-out tree felling programmes.
8. The Tokyo statement said it was necessary to intensify biological processes in the world’s oceans. For instance, plankton, the perennial inhabitant of the seven seas, requires huge amounts of carbon dioxide for further growth and should therefore be planted en masse with special biotechnologies.


It is also possible to build orbital solar-ray reflectors. This project may eventually prove less expensive than the costs of global warming. The statement called for developing and promoting Carbon Content Sequestering (CCS) technologies for accumulating, storing and extracting (sequestering) fossil-fuel carbon. This primarily concerns coal, which will remain a major source of energy for the next 50 years. All surplus carbon could be stored under the ground or dumped into the sea.

9. Mr. Izrael is an active supporter of the so-called optimal scenario aiming to change the meteorological solar constant by spraying fine dispersed aerosols of sulphuric acid and other substances into the lower atmosphere at 12-16 km altitudes. This will decrease sunshine reaching the Earth’s surface and reduce the temperature in the troposphere by the required number of degrees, serving as an instrument of climate change.

In 1974, Mikhail Budyko, member of the Soviet Academy of Science and author of the global-warming theory, proposed the aerosol-spraying method for increasing natural atmospheric layers. It is a well-known fact that after volcanic eruptions, surface temperature is reduced over vast areas because natural aerosols block sunshine and bring temperature down.

Sulphuric acid aerosols could be sprayed from specially-equipped planes. According to Mr. Izrael, this is an optimal and inexpensive scenario in case of fast global warming. It would be possible to change the situation in 12 months or several years at most.


Right now, a group of climatologists headed by Mr. Izrael is preparing to conduct an experiment to assess the impact of sulphuric acid aerosols on temperature fluctuations in some Russian areas.


However, the method has some drawbacks. For example, the stratosphere must be sprayed regularly because sulphuric acid aerosols will eventually drift to the ground. 


But their amount is a thousand times smaller than current greenhouse gas emissions. According to Mr. Izrael, international agreements and joint projects are needed to introduce the aerosol-spraying method. 


“We have to accomplish this objective because climate remains a major problem and a hard-to-solve social phobia.”


—RIA Novosti
I.

Answer the following questions :

(a)
The G-8 summits has been logically expanded. How ?


(b)
What are the ways to transfer the society into a low-carbon society ? (Mention two).


(c)
What is meant by Geo-Engineering Technologies ?


(d)
Why has dispersal of aerosols of Sulphuric acid been most favoured by 
Scientists ?


(e)
How does plankton help tame climate ?

II.

Find words from the passage which mean the same as :

(a)
To state clearly and firmly that something must be done or how it must be done.(para 4).


(b)
Living for two years or more. (para-8)


(c)
Strong unreasonable fear of something. (para-9)

III.
FOR ADDITIONAL PRACTICE :


Look up the Dictionary for the meaning of the following words :

(a)
optimal
(b)
eventually


(c)
accomplish
NOTEMAKING
PASSAGE—1

Read the following passages for note making :
With the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) clearing the proposed Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) recently, the decks are cleared for the launch of a mission-mode exercise to universalise secondary education.

The Union Human Resource Development Ministry will now place the proposal before the Cabinet. Designed along the lines of the ongoing Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to universalise elementary education, the RMSA seeks to make secondary education “available, accessible and affordable” to all 15 and 16-year-olds by 2017. 

Another target of the RMSA is to ensure universal retention by 2020.

The estimated cost of the RMSA has been pegged at Rs. 42,705 crore in the XI Five Year Plan. Of this, Rs. 34,164 crore will be the Centre’s share. With the road map to universal retention being chalked out till 2020, the total spill-over beyond the current Plan will be in the range of Rs. 54,000 crore.

Under consideration for sometime now in the wake of an anticipated demand for secondary education as a result of SSA, the RMSA was conceived on the premise that eight years of schooling is insufficient. During the XI Plan, the proposal is to have a secondary school within five kilometres of every habitation. Through the RMSA, the government also plans to provide necessary infrastructure and resources to create higher capacity in secondary education; fill up the gaps in existing secondary schools; and give extra support for education of girls, rural children, Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, minorities and other weaker sections of society. As in the case with the SSA, the existing programmes for secondary education will be merged into the RMSA—“an umbrella scheme”—to create a holistic convergent framework for implementing various schemes. The additional teacher requirement is over two lakh. At present, there are around 10.82 lakh teachers in secondary schools with a Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) of 1:32. To fill the existing gap at a PTR of 1:30—recommended by the Central Advisory Board of Education—72,000 additional teachers will have to be recruited. This apart, 1.77 lakh more teachers will be needed to cater to the anticipated additional enrolment of 53.10 lakh.
At last count in 2005-06, the gross enrolment ratio for Classes IX and X—the target age-group of the RMSA—was 52.26 percent. With the government’s focus till date being on elementary education, 58.86 percent of high schools are run by the private sector, Of these 31.08 percent are private unaided schools; thereby necessitating governmental intervention to increase capacity to broad-base secondary education.


(a)
On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations. (minimum 4) wherever necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.

5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3

PASSAGE—2

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :

There is within each individual a spark of the divine, call it the atman, the soul, the Bothichitta or by whatever name. It is this spark that energizes human consciousness…... Every individual has a unique value, because he represents a special correlation of forces revolving around a spiritual core of which he may or may not be conscious. Yoga helps us join this inner spiritual core with the all pervading divine.
Four main paths of yoga are identifiable; the yoga of wisdom or jnana yoga, of love or bhakti, of work or karma and of psycho-spiritual disciplines or raja yoga.

Jnana yoga involves intellectual discrimination between the real and the unreal, to access reality that lies behind the manifested universe. It is somewhat like the concept of Plato who said that all we see are shadows of reality thrown on the wall of the cave, while remaining unaware both of the actual figures and the light that shines on them from behind. This yoga is a movement into a new dimension of awareness in which we see the unity behind the diversity of the world around us. This vision of oneness—which the Upanishads call ‘Ekatvam’—transforms the ordinary human being into a seer, one who sees the integral unity behind the multifarious and bewildering multiplicity of our daily existence. Sri Ramana Maharishi was a jnana yogi.

If jnana yoga is the way of the refined intellect, bhakti yoga is the way of the heart lit by love and adoration of a personalised aspect of the divine…… The opening of the heart centre is one of the most powerful methodologies for achieving direct contact with the divine……
Karma yoga’s apects have been expounded in the ‘Gita’. Act we must, whether it is the subconscious activities within our bodies, or the conscious acts that we perform in our daily lives. Without such action human civilisation itself would never have developed. But the major question is as to how these actions can be reconciled with the spiritual quest. Karma yoga addresses this concept. Every action that we undertake, big or small, must be dedicated to one’s chosen divinity. Every act becomes worship. Rather than being obsessed with the results we must act from what we consider to be highest level of our consciousness, inwardly dedicate that act of the divine and leave the results to unfold as they may.

Actions flowing from hatred and fanaticism, cruelty and exploitation, can never be considered karma yoga because by definition they are incapable of being offered to the divine. Again good deeds by themselves, while preferable, do not constitute karma yoga unless there is a clear and unequivocal dedication to one’s chosen deity. Swami Vivekananda and Mother Teresa were Karma yogis.

Raja yoga is the royal path which involves psycho-spiritual practices including physical and breathing exercises that are known as yoga around the world. But only if they are directed ultimately beyond these to the quickening of spiritual consciousness. The basic theory revolves around the existence of a self-conscious spiritual power that is located at the base of the spine. With discipline and practice, this power can start to move up the spine, energising, as it rises, seven chakras or plexuses, which bring about incremental transmutation of consciousness, until finally the blazing light of this power—the Kundalini, the serpent power—pours into the cortex thus completing the process of spiritual transmutation. These four yogas are not necessarily mutually exclusive. 
Excerpted from the writer’s ‘I Believe’.

(a)
On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations (min. 4) wherever necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.




5


(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—3
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :
To take a peek at the pertinent issue of climate change, BBC World News and Synovate, an international market research company, conducted a comprehensive survey across 22 markets on six continents.
The areas covered in the second global opinion “2008-Survey” include levels of concern among the public, what people are doing about climate change and who they believe was responsible for the drastic climate change taking place worldwide. This year’s results show that respondents’ attitude towards climate change has shifted since the survey was conducted last year. This is especially apparent in the US where levels of concern have jumped dramatically from 57 percent in 2007 to 80 percent this year.

Announcing the key findings of the survey, Jeremy Nye, Head of Audience Insight at BBC World News, says “In nearly all markets, citizens believe it is up to ordinary people to change their behaviour; the way in which global issues and personal behaviour are intertwined explains the increasing relevance of international news.”

Pointing out that the survey conducted in 2007 saw high levels of concern about climate change across the globe, Steve Garton, Executive Director, Media at Synovate, says “After a year of unprecedented media attention, it seems that extra focus has had an impact. More people than ever are concerned. And more people than ever are doing something about it. There’s a real ‘it’s up to me’ sense of responsibility.”

The survey finds out that the concern over climate change is translating through many facets of consumer behaviour. Compared with 68 percent in 2007, this year 72 percent of respondents sounds concerned about climate change with the inhabitants of Spain and Brazil at the top of the survey, appearing most worried at 88 per cent and 86 percent respectively. Countries showing an increase in the level of concern about the issue from last year are India, Russia, the US, Denmark, France, Poland and Britain. 

Of those who blame one country as responsible for climate change on Earth, the respondents listed the US (down to 61 percent from 66 percent in 2007) and China (up to 18 percent from 14 percent in 2007). Interestingly, the majority of respondents in the US still nominated their own country as the most responsible for climate change.

An overall 47 percent believe that the main factors causing climate change are human causes and pollution, recognising that we are to blame and should accept responsibility. 








Staff Reporter

​​​
(a)
On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviation (Min. 4) wherever necessary use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.

5


(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 48 words.
3
PASSAGE—4
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :
Most of the southern and western States, and even the normally surplus States in the north-east, are now going through a major power crisis. Power generation has suffered because of poor hydel storage, thanks to a truant monsoon. Compounding the problem, States that usually come to the help of large consumers in such a predicament have themselves run into difficulties in thermal generation on account of vagaries in coal supply. As a result, States like Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala have to contend with a major shortage. In Tamil Nadu, there is no power cut, officially, but unscheduled load shedding is freely resorted to. At the national level, the gap between power generation and demand has been widening steadily, and it is due not a little to the persisting slippage in targeted addition to the generation capacity during the last two Plan periods. Power-deficit Andhra Pradesh and Kerala, which have been regularly buying power from the Central undertakings, could not do so this year because their neighbours, who are also in distress, happen to draw their full entitlement from the regional grid. Also, none of the power trading corporations has been able to make up the shortfall. The result : power outages, tripping, power cuts, and unscheduled load shedding for a few hours everyday.

If the supply side of power position is thus beset with severe constraints, the demand side has its own quota of problems for the power managers and administrators. While the overall shortfall in electricity demand for the country is placed at 15-20 percent, the shortfall faced by several States in peak demand now is reported to range from 20 percent to 30 percent. Specifically, following the sharp rise in the price of diesel, there has been a big jump in demand from and consumption by the farm sector. Confronted as they are with heightened difficulties on both supply and demand fronts, the State Electricity Boards are constantly working on contingency plans to tide over the crisis and fondly hoping that the monsoon will revive and fill the hydel reservoirs before long. The authorities would do well to use more purposefully the grid structure and the consultation mechanism that already exist. Some restrictive measures may be inevitable, but the least the consumers expect is transparency. Whether it is staggering of supply, rotational load shedding or any other, prior intimation to the user-group will surely go some way in mitigating the hardship.

(a)
On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations (Min. 4) wherever necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.

5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—5
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :

Over the Memorial Day weekend, a nine-year-old Bronx girl named Lauren went grocery shopping with her mom. In an aisle, a man banged into Lauren’s left arm with his cart, tearing away part of a big mole. She bled heavily.
After a trip to the emergency room at Our Lady of Mercy Medical Centre, a dermatologist sent the remainder of the mole for biopsy. On June 10, Lauren returned to the hospital with her mother. She had melanoma, a skin cancer rare in children, and very serious at any age.

At the suggestion of the doctor, her mother took Lauren to Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Centre. Surgery would be performed to remove the tissue around the mole. On further examination, a specialist also recommended scans on her lungs and liver, and the removal of lymph nodes from her arm, Lauren’s mother said.

Nearly a month later, every syllable of the diagnosis is still electric.

“She doesn’t have a cold that is just going to get better,” said her mother, Amanda.

Even so, no treatment has started. Two dates for surgery have been scheduled, then postponed; on Tuesday, she had a third date, for Friday. None of the delays has anything to do with the urgency of her condition, which is beyond dispute.

So far, Lauren’s care has been stalled by the gnarled bureaucracy that guards the treasure of health care and—possibly—by the charged question of what services the American public should provide to non-citizens, according to her family and the office of U.S. Sen. Charles E. Schumer.

Lauren was born in Ireland. In 2000, when she was just one year old, her parents brought her to the United States. All involved overstayed their visas. They are here as—take your linguistic choice—undocumented immigrants or illegal aliens. But at least in New York state, the government decided long before they came that even foreign-born children without proper papers could receive health care.

In 1991, the state created Children’s Health Plus, insurance for kids who did not qualify for ordinary government insurance, either because their families made more than the income limits or because they were in the United States without legal papers. Both the Democrats and the Republicans in Albany agreed that children should not suffer because of decisions made by the adults in their lives.

From age 4, Lauren had regular checkups and childhood shots through Fidelis Care, a managed care company that was set up by the Roman Catholic bishops of New York under contract with the state to provide Child Health Plus insurance. Fidelis says its goal is to provide the “finest quality health care to everyone in New York State who does not have access to health insurance.” 
A few days after Lauren’s diagnosis, her mother said, she learned from the insurance company that there was a problem because the child was not a legal resident.

“Around the 14th of June, I got the call that since she did not have any status, her request was being denied,” Amanda said. “I never heard anything about this until she got sick. They said it was a new policy, just out.”

Fidelis said that this was a completes misunderstanding, and that the only issue was getting up-to-date paperwork for Lauren.




—New York Times New Service

(a)
On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations (Min. 4) wherever necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.

5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—6
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow :

The sharp fall in the Indian stock markets has affected investors in some less obvious ways. As the Sensex fell from its peak of 21,000 in January to 13,000 in a span of six months, it is not just that the investors have lost—in some cases the value of their investments would have gone down by more than a third. An equally significant loss lies in the shrinking of opportunities for investments, including some within the stock market. A key question today is whether one should remain invested hoping for a market revival in the near future, and it cannot be answered unequivocally. Barring some exceptions, even the experienced and professionally qualified mutual fund managers, portfolio managers, and other kinds of investment advisers could not read the markets any more accurately than ordinary investors. Their advice and guidance were eagerly lapped up when the stock prices were on a seemingly inexorable climb. Even if forthcoming, they are much less relied upon nowadays. Mutual funds, the officially recommended investment option for the lay investor, have not delivered on their promises. Many of their once-successful schemes are languishing, having fared worse than their benchmark indices. There has understandably been a decline in the quantum of assets they manage. The fact that the decrease is still within manageable proportions has more to do with the lack of other avenues available to their investors.
Certain well known weaknesses of the Indian capital market have come to the fore and are contributing to the uncertainty. The retreat of foreign institutional investors from the equity markets has created a void. Forecasting stock price trends has become more complex as global clues will have to be factored into the calculations to a greater extent. The absence of a vibrant corporate bond market is keenly felt. Deposits with banks have been the traditional investment avenue for those seeking a safe and regular return. With inflation ruling well above 11.5 percent, most bank deposits that carry a maximum interest of 9.5-10 percent are yielding negative returns. That in turn can discourage savings, with its attendant deleterious consequences for capital formation and the economy. Only medium-term reform of the financial sector can help banks cut down on their transaction costs and narrow the spread between their lending and deposit rates. It is no doubt a welcome development that the LIC and the private insurance companies are reaching out to wider sections to mobilise contractual savings. For policymakers, it is imperative to develop safe and attractive short-term investment avenues as well.


(a)
On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviation (Min. 4) wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title.
5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—7
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :

The famous grass courts of Wimbledon, the world’s pre-eminent tennis championship, give up their mysteries grudgingly, not least when it comes to players brought up on the slow clay courts of continental Europe. In finally unpicking their secrets and stopping the great Roger Federer a solitary match-victory short of surpassing a record he shares with Bjorn Borg—five Wimbledon titles in a row—Rafael Nadal has crashed through a metaphorical wall to cement his status as one of the greatest champions of our times. That the Spaniard triumphed in a match of gladiatorial severity and nerve-jangling compulsion after four hours and forty-eight minutes—the longest Wimbledon men’s final in history—is a tribute to his resilience and never-say-die spirit. If Wimbledon, with its mystique and rich history, often brings out the best from the players, Nadal and Federer feeding on each other’s genius, conjured up one for the ages. For its sustained drama and artistic ingenuity, the 2008 final should rank with the very best seen in 122 championships at the All England Lawn Tennis Club. Federer may be past his peak but the champion stubbornly refused to yield ground on a court he has owned for over five years. In a match of shifting fortunes, in fading light, the relentless Nadal found his spark of inspiration in the deciding set to edge out the five-time champion.
Before Nadal, the last man to win at Roland Garros and then successfully survive the vagaries of the British summer and the capricious lawns of the All England Lawn Tennis Club was Bjorn Borg. Since 1980, few athletic feats have appeared quite as difficult to emulate as the conquest of the tortuously slow red clay of Paris and the unpredictable grass of Wimbledon back-to-back in a span of six weeks. Few great clay court champions, with the exception of Borg, have managed to tweak their game to suit the demands of grass as quickly as Nadal has managed to do. Over two years, the four-time French champion’s game has gathered strength on grass His serve and footwork have improved remarkably and his forehand has greater variety now; backed by his tactical maturity and extraordinary willpower, these attributes have turned Nadal into a wonderfully versatile all-court player. The transformation that mattered even more was mental. From the time he first set foot on the Wimbledon turf, not for a moment did Nadal think he was on mission impossible. It is this gestalt shift in a typical clay courter’s mentality that was the key to his triumph, the first at Wimbledon by a Spanish man since Manuel Santana travelled on the London Underground to the Southfields station, walked to centre court, and beat Dennis Ralston in the 1966 final.

(a)
On the basis of your reading of the passage, make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title.
5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—8
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :

The United Nations Development Programme’s latest report on “strategies to create value for all” highlights viable business models that advance overall human progress by including the poor. While the findings reflect the imperative of globalised competition for enterprises, they are of particular relevance to the emerging economies of Asia where, despite the impressive growth of recent years, issues of equity and employment generation have been given the short shrift. That the world’s poor—people who live on less than two dollars a day and constitute nearly one-third of the population—can spur growth and spark social change is the burden of the report commissioned under the UNDP’s 2006 Growing Inclusive Markets initiative. It argues that the four billion people living at the bottom of the income pyramid—earning less than eight dollars a day and having a combined income of $5 trillion—bring value as consumers, employees, and even as producers when native entrepreneurship is tapped and nurtured. The 50 case studies documented in the report, including the Sulabh paid-sanitation systems and Narayana Hrudayalaya’s  telemedicine networks, identify five common constraints that hinder business activity in the developing world and five successful strategies that integrate them into the value chain. Among the letter are pioneering adaptations of technology and business processes that underpin many low-cost telecommunication, financial, healthcare and other services and products for the poor. Their impact on small and medium enterprises has been nothing less than revolutionary : wireless networks reduce dependence on physical infrastructure; smart cards do away with the need for banks and service providers to follow up on payments; and biometrics help overcome inefficient regulation.

Often, these innovative adaptations of technologies and business models offer solutions to the one billion who have no access to clean drinking water and the 1.6 billion who are without electricity. These bottom-up approaches lend hope in the face of traditional impediments—red tape and bureaucratic apathy. India’s massive strides in information and communication technologies are not matched by a realisation of its full potential in several domestic sectors. Drawing important lessons from the current report will go a long way in securing equity and fair distribution of the gains of development and sustaining the current economic momentum.


(a)
On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using recognizable abbreviations (Min. 4) whenever necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable title.

5


(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3
PASSAGE—9
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :

The goal of the G8 countries outlined at the Hokkaido Toyako summit to reduce by half greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 is a woefully inadequate response to a grave environmental crisis. The scientific community has been hoping to see strong action on emissions over the next two decades and its consensus is stated unequivocally in the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The data show that the time for pious statements is long past. To avoid tipping points that could produce sudden shifts in climate, the world now expects the major emitters to engage in concrete action to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, and to fund mitigation and adaptation actions in vulnerable countries. Newly emerging economies including India are responsible for a significant level of current greenhouse gas emissions, but the primary responsibility for carbon dioxide already in the air, which is warming the earth, belongs to the lagacy polluters. National carbon emissions travel around the globe in a matter of days, and as the Nobel laureate Kenneth Arrow has pointed out, create an externality that is truly global in scale. If the G8 countries, led by the United States, are indeed serious about mitigating climate change, they must deliver on their promises between now and 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol ends. They need to work with utmost urgency to cut their own emissions from a meaningful baseline.
India is a member of the group of major economies and its emissions, although low per capita, are now globally scrutinised. By credible estimates, the country exceeded absolute annual emissions of Japan, Germany, and the United Kingdom in 2007. Among the top eight emitting nations, it had a significantly high coal fraction in total carbon dioxide. Moreover, automotive emissions are growing steadily. Given the vulnerability of millions of livelihoods, particularly of the poor, to climate change, it would be extremely short-sighted of India to counterpose development and action on reducing GHG emissions. Now that it is part of the Hokkaido Toyako declaration on energy security and climate change, business as usual is not an option and energy intensity of the economy has to be reduced. It is time to kick-start the national action plan on climate change and set quantitative targets for sectors, such as coal-based power plants, that need to be cleaned up. With aid available from the G8 under the UN Nairobi Work Programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, a strong governance structure for adaptation can be set up. But the first priority must be to assess the national and sector-specific options to reduce emissions, and to achieve sustainable growth before the successor to the Kyoto Protocol takes over.

(a)
On the basis of your reading of the passage, make notes on it using recognisable abbreviations wherever necessary (Min 4) use a suitable format. Supply an appropriate title.




5

(b)
Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.
3

SECTION B

ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS

NOTICE WRITING-word limit- 50 words

1. The Counseling Cell of your school is organizing an orientation programme for the parents of class XII in the school auditorium. Frame a notice giving information about the same to the parents.

2. You are Arun Sen, the secretary of the Red Cross Committee of your school. The Red Cross Society of India is organizing a blood donation camp in your school. Draft a notice for display on the school notice board, requesting the members of the staff as well as the students of XI and XII to come forward and donate blood generously.

3. You are the Secretary of your School Literary Association. Write a notice for your school notice board, giving details of the inauguration of the literary week. You are ABC of Queen Victoria Senior Secondary School, Nagpur.
4. You are Asha/Asmit, Head boy/Head Girl of your school (Rainbow Public School. Write a notice for your school notice board calling for entries from students who desire to take part in Britannia Quiz Contest- preliminary round to be held at your school. Invent other necessary details.
5. As Chief Librarian of Delhi Public Library, put up a notice informing members about the change in winter timings effective from 1st Oct.2008 to 1st April 2009 .The timings have been changed from 7.00 a.m.-9.00 a.m.(morning) and 6.00 p.m.-8.00 p.m. (evening) to 8.00 a.m.-10.00 a.m.(morning) and 5.00 p.m. -7.00p.m.(evening).

Advertisements word limit –50 words

1. You are manager of Sunrise Production house Patparganj Institutional area, Patparganj. You urgently require two computer operators for your office. Write an advertisement for the situation vacant column of a local newspaper.

2. You are Mr. Raj Kishore Tyagi of 247/C, Rajendra Park, Delhi-92. Your pet dog, Scooby is missing. Write an advertisement for the “Missing pet Animals” column of a newspaper.

3. Your brother has opened a new showroom for Refrigerators   named ‘Chilz’. Draft an advertisement for a local daily to promote the sale of the Refrigerator offer for ‘6 Kulfi Moulds FREE’ along with the refrigerator to those who buy before Aug ’08.

4. You have recently started a Yoga Centre for school children. Draft an advertisement to be published in a local daily about it giving all the relevant details.
5. You are launching a Fairness Lotion in the market showing promising results in a fortnight. Draft a convincing advertisement with in 50 words promoting its sale.

POSTER WRITING [50 words]
1. You are an active member of United Nations Volunteers Association [UNVA].     

 Design an attractive poster asking the educated youth to volunteer to teach the under privileged children for two hours under the project `Teach India’

2. During the rainy season, there is an increase in health causalities like gastroenteritis, dysentery etc. Prepare a poster to be issued by the health department suggesting ways on how you can prevent these diseases.

3. Repeated earthquakes in India and elsewhere have resulted in an unprecedented damage and destruction to both life and property. Educating people on ‘Disaster Management’ is the need of the hour. Prepare a poster for creating this awareness.

4. Design a poster on behalf of Delhi police to fight terrorism in the wake of recent bomb explosions.

5. Design a poster to increase awareness among youth about blindness and the ‘Importance of donating eyes’.

INVITATIONS-50 words

1. Your friend has invited you to spend a part of your summer vacation with her in her native village but you are unable to do so due to a valid reason. Write a reply in 50 words.

2. Aditi has secured admission in IITF - a career she dreamt of. She wants to celebrate this momentous occasion with her friends. Write an informal invitation giving details of venue, time and date.

3. You are Apoorva, the president of the ECO Club of your school. Draft a formal invitation to be sent to the parents inviting them to participate in the plantation drive on “Earth Day”.

4. You are hosting a party to felicitate the victorious ‘Rajasthan Royal Cricket Team’ in the IPL match. Draft the invitation in 50 words.

5. You are Akshay / Abhinaya. You have been invited to participate in a seminar on ‘Effective Time Management’ organized by the Lions Club of India of your district. Respond to the invitation by writing a letter to the Secretary of the Club.

REPORT WRITING-125 words
1. Your school organized a workshop under NAEP to create awareness among adolescents of the growing abuse of drugs. Write a report in not more than 125 words for publication in the Times of India (NIE).

2. You are Raghav / Raghavi of Bal Bharti School. A team of Educationist from Pakistan visited your school as a part of a cultural exchange programme. Students of your school put up a cultural show in their honour. Write a report on the show for your school magazine.

3. The chief Minister of Delhi Ms. Sheila Dixit called a press conference to update on the development that is taking place in Delhi for 2010 common wealth games. As a reporter write a report in 125 words.

4. You with your parents participated in a Career Counseling programme organized by ‘Career India’ at Pragati Maidan. You listened to professionals from various fields like Food Technology, Fashion Technology, and Media Management etc. Write a report in about 125 words for publication in school magazine.

5. Your school organized a Mini Sports festival for the special children of Amar Jyoti School, Karkardooma to sensitize all towards the physically challenged. They were given prizes for their performances and participation. As a Head boy of the school write a report in 125 words to be published in Hindustan Times (NIE). 

FACTUAL DESCRIPTION [125words]

1. Your school has recently built a new state of the art Auditorium. All the cultural programmes of your school will now be held in this Auditorium. Your Principal has asked you to write a factual description of the new auditorium called ‘Chetwood Memorial Hall’.

2. The International Book Fair was inaugurated by the Chairman of Children Book Trust (CBT), Dr. Kumar. The theme this year was ‘Illustrated work of children.’ You are Akshay/ Aakansha a class 12th student of GD Goenka public school. You visited the exhibition & were impressed by the range of books on display. Write a factual description of it in125 words.

3. Travelling in a train gives a bitter as well as sweet experience as one can see so many activities going on there in a great haste. Write in 125 words the factual description of the insideof the railway carriage you were travelling in.

4. Write a factual description of the room you are presently sitting in. Do not use more than 125 words.

5. You are Umesh / Uma of Ahlon International school Delhi. You along with your parents visited the hill station, Manali. You were overwhelmed by the scenic beauty of the place. Attempt a factual description of this place of interest.

6. Your friend Amit has joined a Graduation course at DU as a Day Scholar. He wants a bus pass to be made. Write for him the process of getting a bus pass made.

LETTER WRITING-150 WORDS
Letter to the Editor

1. You are the Secretary, RWA, Masjid Moth, Delhi. The incessant rains of the region have caused flood in the area. You have written to the concerned authorities for help but all in- vain. Write a letter to the Editor of a local daily highlighting the problems faced by the residents.

2. Write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper drawing the attention of the concerned authorities towards the number of schools that fail to provide proper playgrounds and classroom facilities.

Letter placing an order

1. You are Amita Paul, Computer In charge of Delhi public school. Your school plans to buy 20 computers and computer accessories from DELL COMPUTERS, 124 Nehru place, New Delhi. Draft a letter placing order giving all the specifications of product and its quality mentioning its terms and conditions.
2. You are Rakesh Modi, Librarian of Hinduja Public School. You want to place order for four English fictions, with M/S Dixit Publications, F-152, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. 
Letter for Cancellation of order

1. You are Anuradha / Sandeep staying at B-12, Arjun Nagar New Delhi. Last month, you brought a digital camera from the ‘Electronics World’, Bangalore, against a warranty of 2 years. Now you discover that there is something wrong with this camera. It doesn’t work for more than 30-40 seconds at a stretch and the pictures are not very clear. Write a letter to the dealer complaining about this problem.

2. You are Sadhana /Sanjay, librarian of St. Joseph’s School; Jabalpur. You had placed an order for a few books for your School library. When the books were delivered, you found that some were damaged and some were missing. Write a letter to the Sales Manager of Bharat Publishing House, Rohini, Delhi cancelling the order because of the poor service.

Letter of  Inquiry

1. Annamalai University, Chennai offers different courses of studies through correspondence. Write to the Director,Institute of Correspondence Courses and Continuing Education, Annamalai University inquiring after the details of a course you would like to take and  requesting him to send you the prospectus.

2. You are Rajni/Rajan living in Ahemdabad. You and your friends are planning a weeklong holiday. You came across an advertisement in the newspaper regarding an attractive holiday package to Malaysia and Singapore. Write a letter making necessary inquiry from the Tour operator before you make your final decision.

Job Applications   
1. You are Sunil /Sunita, staying at 35-B, Nehru Nagar, Hyderabad. You have seen an advertisement in ‘The Hindu’ for recruitment of Management Trainees in ICICI Bank, Apply for the same, giving your detailed bio-data (Curriculum Vitae).
2. A well – reputed College has advertised for the post of two well-experienced, highly qualified Physics Lecturers on permanent basis. You are Suhas / Sneha of 52-Wellingdon Road, Mumbai. Write a job application for this post with complete biodata. Invent other details.  
ARTICLES-150-200 words
1. 
You are Kamakshi / Kuber. You have been selected to represent your school in an All India School Debate organized by the Lions Club, New Delhi .The topic for the debate is “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth will make the whole world go blind.’ Write an article in not more than 200 words for or against the motion giving arguments for your stand.
2. 
Your school is celebrating ‘Anti - Corruption Day’. Write a speech in 200 words on the topic ‘Minimization of Human Wants is the only way to cleanse society of all kinds of corruption..’ You are Avni / Anuj of class XII.

3. 
You witness children working in shops, small factories and restaurants. You discuss this problem with your elder sister. She informs you about the unhealthy and awful conditions of factories making safety matches, bangles and crackers where child labour is usually employed. You feel agitated; you decide to write an article for publication in a national daily advocating ban on child labour. (Word limit 200 words).
4. 
The value education Club of your school organized a visit to a ‘Home for the aged ’in your city, where you interacted with the inmates and got an insight into their feelings. You were pained to hear about their loneliness, and their craving for the company of their near and dear ones. In order to reach out to society you decide to write an article in 200 words, ‘Caring for the Old during Sunset Years.’

5. 
Owning a car has become a status symbol these days. However increase in the number of cars has added to the environmental pollution is creating many health related problems. Write an article in not more than 200 words, highlighting the urgent need for reducing this man made problem, by observing a ‘No car day’, by using public utility services etc. Give suitable and creative suggestions.
6. 
You are ABC of class XII. Recently you spent a week in a rural setting, away from the hustle and bustle of the city. Describe ‘The joy of living in the lap of nature’. Write an article in 200 words for your school magazine.

7. 
You are Malik / Manju. You are concerned about the craze for westernization among the youth of today. There has been a depletion of our values and culture. Write an article on the need to preserve our age-old culture (word limit 200 words).

8. 
Pizzas and burgers have joyfully robbed the traditional rotis and other wholesome items from the Indian plate. Little does the younger generation realize the potential health hazards they are inviting. As a health conscious individual, invite the attention of these children to ‘Eat healthy in order to stay healthy.’ Write the article in 200 words.

9. 
You are Praveen Chopra, Secretary of the Health Club of your school. You are pained to see a television programme showing how oil spills and pollutants in the sea has largely affected marine life. In order to highlight the hazards of environmental pollution you decide to write an article for a local daily. (Word limits 200 words).

10.
The Beggar Menace at important tourist spots is on the increase. Write an article in 200 words for a newspaper suggesting suitable measures to cure this problem.

11.
Though we are celebrating International Women’s Day every year to pay respect to the women, the newspapers reveal several atrocities committed against women. You strongly feel the need for women empowerment. Write an article on the topic `women empowerment` without exceeding word limit [200 words] 

12.
The news items of children being under trauma after taking part in reality shows were a revelation to you. Bring out the harmful effects of the glamour and glitter of these reality shows as it is robbing the children off their childhood. Write an article on   reality shows highlighting the harmful effects need for awareness among public - not to be waylaid by the instant success and the glamour promised.  [word limit-200 words]             
Writing skills (Section B) Hints

1. Notice   (Question 1 to 4)

Format  -2 Marks

[Name of organization,Title,Date,Name,Designation]

Content-3 Marks

(The wh questions give the skeleton form of the answer)

What is being organized?

Who is organizing?

Which is the target group?

When is it being held?

Where is it being held?

Additional information

Whom to contact

Circular  
Q. (5)

Meant for wider circulation, more or less in the form of an official letter.

Name of organization

Circular Letter
Date:

Sub.____________________

Sir/Madam,

Content

Sd /-

Name

Designation



 2. Advertisement

a. Classified Advt.:

Brief & concise, dealing with just what is required, short words and phrases used, written in a box

Ques.1 Situation vacant

Begin with wanted/required, name of company,post and no. of vacancies,age and sex of candidate, qualification and experience,other details (optional), mode of applying, contact Address &  ph. no.

Ques.2 Missing pet : Name,breed,age, colour of skin, identifying features,missing since when/from where,reward,address & ph no.

b. Commercial Advt./Display Advt.: (More elaborate & decorative with pictures/ cartoons /Match stick drawing.

Decorative & varied font size used, catchy slogans used, special offers or discounts to be mentioned, Address & Ph.no. to be written. Highlight the main topic & centralize it in the page.      

3. Poster Writing

Posters. centralize the main topic,Matchstick drawing/ Cartoons permitted

Font size of letter differ from idea to idea 

Catchy Slogans used  
Mention Issuing Authority (Issued by) 
4. Invitation & Replies
(1) Invitation & Replies  can be informal & formal 

Replies can be either formal or informal acceptance / or formal or informal refusal

(2) Formal Invitation & Replies are written in third person 

(3) Formal Invitation is always given a formal reply and an informal invitation an informal reply.

(4) Formal invitation should carry address and phone no and RSVP should be written at the end. 

(5) Informal invitation is acknowledged in the first or second person.

(6) Formal acceptance & Refusal should express thanks to the one who has invited and refusal should have reason for refusal written.

(7) Informal invitation and replies are written in the same pattern of an informal letter but remember to thank the one who has invited & give reason for refusal. 

5. Report writing
Format - (Title, date, place, name of reporter / agency) 

The tense used is Past tense as report is of an event that has already taken place.

Be objective in report writing (I, we, me, etc not to be used)

For events – 

What is being conducted? 

Where?

When? 

Chief Guest

Order of events 

Conclusion  
6. Factual Description 
Format: Title 

Description of a place – (Where is it situated, the exterior description followed by interior description, the fixtures, colour scheme, materials displayed etc)

Be objective in factual descriptions. 

In a factual description of a process, write it in the order of happening. Here sequential markers are used to indicate the order of happening (words like first, then, next, finally etc. are called sequential markers)

Description of a person or a thing also can be asked as a factual description.

7. Letter Writing

Marks distribution: 

Format : 2 Marks (sender’s address, date, addressee’s address, salutation, subject, content, complimentary close, signatory)

Content: 4 Marks

Expression: 4 Marks

8. Article Writing

Marks distribution: 

Format : 1 Mark (Title, Name)

Content: 4 Marks

Expression: 5 Marks


SECTION C –LITERATURE

FLAMINGO

Lesson 1- The Last Lesson

Short Questions

1. Give 2 reasons why Franz thought of running away and spending the day out of doors?

2. What was more tempting than the rule of participles?

3. What was the bulletin board famous for? 

4.  Describe the usual scene and how was it different that day?

5.  Describe the appearance of the master M. Hamel that day? 

6.  What surprised Franz on entering the classroom?

7.  What was the news that came as a thunderclap to Franz?

8.  Do you think Franz was upset for not learning his French lessons during the whole year?

9. Give 3 reasons for the presence of villagers in the classroom on the day of the last lesson?

10. What role did the parents and teachers play for the children’s neglect of French language?

11. What was the opinion of M. Hamel regarding French language?

12.  Mention a characteristic each required of both from the teacher and the student for effective learning as portrayed in the text.

13.  How does M. Hamel evoke feelings of patriotism in the class towards the end of the lesson? 

14.  Do you think the group of children in the classroom belonged to a heterogeneous age group? If yes substantiate with evidence from the text? 

Essays

1. Political enslavement leads to an identity crisis Discuss with reference to the Last Lesson.

2. Do you think either the students or the teacher sincere in their task till the day of the last lesson? Substantiate with evidence from the text?

3. When you have sight you never realize the value of your eyes’ how far is this true with the story `The Last Lesson?’

Lesson 2-The Lost Spring

Short Questions

1. Where does the author meet Saheb every morning?

2. What reason did Saheb give for not going to school?

3. Bring out the contrast drawn between his life in reality and the meaning of his name? 

4. What reason does a person give for walking barefoot? What is the author’s personal opinion regarding this reasoning?

5. Bring out the difference in the standard of living of the priests of the past and the present?

6. How does rag picking differ for an adult and for a child?

7. Why does the hole in the shoe not bother Saheb?

8. Was Saheb happy with the newfound job? If not, why?

9.  Bring out the horrible condition within the glass blowing industry?

10.  Describe the living condition in Firozabad?

11. Why does Mukesh`s grandmother feel it a futile exercise for Mukesh to fight taking up the job in glass blowing industry?

12.  Why are they reluctant to form into cooperatives?

13. What all things comprise the vicious circle from where there is no escape?

14. Why is daring a difficult task? What cheers the narrator while talking to Mukesh?

15. Why is Mukesh content to dream only of cars and not of planes?

16.  Why are promises to the poor rarely kept?

Essays
1. Do you think the child labour law should be enforced? If the child labour law is enforced approximately how many rag pickers and how many bangle makers would be freed from Seemapuri and Firozabad? Envisage the life Saheb and Mukesh would enjoy if they were freed? How would it be different from the present condition?

2. Bring out from the lesson the pathetic condition of children working in inhuman conditions?

3. Saheb has lost all the joy and freedom by working in the tea stall where he is no longer his own master. Do you think his decision was wise or could he have made a better choice? Or was it still better to leave him at rag picking where he was his own master?
4. Draw the similarities between the life of the rag pickers and the bangle makers as portrayed in Lost Spring                      

Lesson 3-Deep Water

Short Questions

1. Why the YMCA pool was considered safer when compared to Yakima River?

2. When did his aversion to water begin?

3. What was the misadventure that happened one day?

4. What strategy did he remember as he went down the water?

5. What effect did the drowning in the YMCA pool have on Douglas?

6. Why did he decide to have an instructor to teach him swimming?

7. What method did he adopt to overcome terror?
8. Bring out the significance of the `yellow water` though he has specifically   mentioned that the water was as clean and clear as the bathtub before experiencing drowning.
Essays
1. The childhood fear and the way he overcomes it brings about a deeper meaning to the readers. Bring out how the negative traits can be changed into positive traits with reference to the techniques used by Douglas?
2. The tenacity and determination on the part of Douglas helped him to shirk away the fear factor. Discuss.
Lesson 4-The Rattrap

Short Questions

1. Why does the peddler feel that the whole world is a rattrap?
2.  How did people usually treat the peddler and what made the crofter different?
3. Breach of trust is the worst crime one can commit? How is it true in the case of peddler?
4.  How does the writer bring out the allegory in the lesson when the peddler is trapped in the forest?
5.  What made the peddler respond to the name Nils Olof?
6.  What made the ironmaster send his daughter to persuade the peddler?
7. What shows that Edla was very observant, quick and sharp by nature?

8. Why does Edla stop the peddler from going away though she knew that he was not the captain?

9. What trait of the daughter is brought out when her father talks about her being worse than a parson?

10.  Safety and security is a distant dream even in one’s own home. What makes the peddler safe and secure in the house of ironmaster?

11. What was Edla`sX`mas gift to the peddler?

12. What was the peddler’s gift to Edla?

13.  Why does he sign in as the captain?

Essays
1. How were the two hosts’ - the crofter and the ironmaster different from one another?

2. In what way does humour help us to sympathize with the peddler?

3. Is the reader relieved by the way the story ended. Justify your answer

4. The story Rattrap is highly philosophical. Discuss

5. The metaphor of Rattrap highlights human nature. Discuss

Lesson 5 - Indigo

Short Questions

1. What was the positive quality about Rajkumar Shukla? How did he benefit from this quality?

2. What proves that Gandhiji was an unknown figure in Patna?

3. Why were the government servants scared to be acquainted with a person like Gandhiji?

4. What was the first instance of achieving freedom from fear by the peasant community?

5. What made the lawyers shamefaced before Gandhiji?

6. Narrate how the civil disobedience became a triumph for the first time?

7. Why did Gandhiji agree to 25% refund when the actual demand was for 50%?

8. What qualities was he able to make in the Indians by the Champaran episode?

9. Why did he feel that help from the foreigner Mr Andrews was unnecessary?

10. Why does he entrust teachers rather than politicians to make changes in the society?
Essays

1.
To think differently is a challenging job but ultimate victory comes to those who are not the usual run of the mill. In what way is this true of Gandhiji in the lesson Indigo?

2.
“Freedom from fear is more important than legal justice for the poor” how does he bring home this point in this lesson? State whether Indians have attained freedom from fear even in this post independence era-justify your answer?

3.
What are the qualities of a good leader as portrayed by Gandhiji in the lesson Indigo?

Lesson 6 -Poets And Pancakes

Short Questions

1. 
Through the mention of Robert Clive, how does the narrator bring out the extravaganza of those in power? 

2. 
Why was the Gemini studio known as a breeding ground of national integration?

3. 
What was the hierarchy that was followed in the make-up room of Gemini studio? 

4. 
Why did people feel that the narrator was doing next to nothing?

5. 
Why did the narrator pray for crowd shooting all the time?

6. 
What was the reason for the dejection of the office boy? / [What high hopes did the office boy cradle in his mind?

7. 
What was Kothamangalam Subbu accused of?

8. 
What were the similarities and differences between Subbu and the office boy?

9. 
How does the narrator draw out the creativity of Subbu?

10. 
Why do you think Subbu had enemies in spite of being a good person at heart?

11. 
How was the lawyer a different person from the rest in the story department?

12. 
What was the impression about a communist in the minds of the people of Gemini studio?

13. 
Though the MRA (Moral Rearmament Army) was called an international circus, how did they differfrom the usual circus group?

14. 
How did` Jotham valley `influence the Tamil plays?

15. 
What was the reason behind the Gemini studio welcoming the moral rearmament army with both arms?

16. 
What shows that the boss knew very little about the poet who was visiting Gemini studio?

17. 
According to the writer what are the requisites of a prose writer?

18. 
Who was the editor of `The Encounter `? Why did the narrator feel as if he had met a long lost relative?

19. 
The boss of Gemini studio had nothing to do with Spender’s poetry but not with his 'God that failed`. Bring out the significance of this line?

Essays

1. 
Bring out the positive qualities of Subbu?

2. 
Bring out the humour presented in the lesson` Poets and Pancakes? `

3. 
The office boy is a depiction of the typical universal character lured by glamour of the tinsel world but dejected. Discuss

Chapter 7- The Interview

 Short questions

1. 
What do the celebrities feel about being interviewed?

2 
In what way does the interviewer hold a position of unprecedented power and influence over the person interviewed?

3. 
What are the chief sources of information about personalities?

4. 
What makes Eco`s scholarly works different from other scholarly works?

5. 
What would Eco prefer to be identified with and why?

6. 
What kind of experience did `Miami vice ` and `Emergency Room ` give Umberto Eco?

7.
Was the sale of `Name of Rose ` successful in the U.S? Substantiate your point logically.

Essays 
1. 
Everybody has a right to privacy .do you agree with the views of V.S. Naipaul and others who vehemently attack the system of interview?

2. 
High light the importance of interview; its drawbacks, positive aspects and reactions of celebrity writers based on the The Interview?

3. 
In your opinion what is Eco`s attitude towards the interview? Do you sense any difference between his views and other celebrity writers? Has it reflected upon the statement that `our most vivid impressions of our contemporaries are through interviews`. Elucidate?

Lesson 8 – Going Places

Short Questions

1. 
Sophie flits from one dream to another. What trait of hers is brought out by this action?

2. 
What made her dissatisfied with her life?

3. 
The unknown things are always a fascination for human beings. How is it true in the case of Sophie?

4. 
When Geoff queried whether she told their father about meeting Danny Casey, why was she chastened?

5. 
Does father believe his daughter’s encounter with Danny Casey?  If not, why?

6. 
What made her heave a sigh of relief when she knew that Geoff had not divulged all what she said?

7. 
How has Geoff helped in developing her fantasy about Danny Casey?
Essays

1. 
Fantasy is a pleasant relief at times but at times it can takes a serious turn, which may prove detrimental to mental growth. . Elucidate with reference to the text focusing on the negative impact of fantasizing?

2. 
Sophie aspires for a romantic touch in her relationship with Danny Casey. What is the root cause of her imagination running wild?

3.
What in your opinion is the reason behind her weaving a fantasy, is it a crush for an ace footballer or is it the love for glamour of a celebrity, if not at least the glamour of a person associated with a celebrity. Elucidate

Poetry 1 - My Mother At Sixty Six

1. What did the mother look like? What made the poet feel so?
2. What did she realize with pain?
3. How did she take her mind off the thought?
4. What does ‘sprinting of trees’ and ‘spilling of children’ refer to’?
5. Bring out the contrast portrayed by the scene outside with the state of the poet’s mother.
6. Why is the mother compared to ‘a late winter’s moon’?
7. What is the childhood fear of the poet
8. Though filled with negative thoughts in her mind, outwardly what did the poet reflect? Substantiate your point from the words /phrases from the poem.
2. An Elementary School Classroom In A Slum.

1. The poem begins on a very potent simile about the children’s faces. Explain.

2. Bring out the powerful imagery presented in the first stanza depicting despair and disease

3. Why does the poet use ‘rat’s eye’ for the ‘paper seeming boy’?

4. Describe the powerfully telescopic image drawn by the picturisation of a sick boy.

5. Why is the class described referred to as ‘dim’?

6. Do you agree that the poet has dealt with a universal theme? How far has he succeeded in depicting the role of every individual towards development of the underprivileged?

7. Where does the sweet and young boys’ mind wander? What does it show? 

8. What are the things that adorn the walls of the classroom? Why does it have no significance to the children?

9. Why is the ‘window’ depicted as the world of the children?

10. Why is their world far from river capes and star of words?

11. Why is Shakespeare wicked and maps a bad example?

12. What picture comes to your mind with the phrases ‘slag heap’ and ‘skin peeped through by bones’?

13. Why is the mended glass referred to as ‘bottle bits of stones’?

14. Explain: “so blot their map with slums”  

15. Why is the slum referred to as ‘catacombs’? 

16. What is the significance of the white and green leaves?

17. What can create history?

18. Bring out the various poetic devices used by the poet to drive home the point

19. How far does he succeed in presenting an allegorical representation of haves and have-nots?

3. A Thing Of Beauty

1. In what way is a thing of beauty a joy forever?
2. Even though life is filled with sufferings what gives us the urge to go on and how?
3. What are the different sufferings drawn by out by the poet? 
4. Name the objects of beauty
5. How does art and Literature inspire man?
6. What is picturised as an immortal drink? What makes it outstanding?

7. Nature acts as a buffer against all the pain and sufferings .In what manner has God provided it to man?

4. Keeping Quiet

1. What does the poet mean by keeping still?

2. In order to achieve stillness what are we to do?

3. The period of stillness would provide a peaceful world. Explain with reference to the text?

4. Why does the poet not want any ‘truck with death’? How is inactivity and death different from stillness he is advocating?

5. Why do we threaten ourselves with death and what is the solution for this threat?

6. Nature is a great teacher. Discuss.
5. A Road Side Stand

1. What was the purpose of the stand?

2. What phrase shows the pride of the villagers? Explain.

3. What protects the cities from being faded in ignominy

4. What are the complaints made by the polished city dwellers?

5. What are the things that are kept for sale?

6. What is the complaint of the poet?

7. Why do the villagers ask for the city money in their hands?

8. What is the false promise made to the villagers?

9. Why are the city dwellers called ‘greedy good doers and beneficent beasts of prey’? 

10. What is the significance of the grim picture drawn by economy and statistics?

11. What does non-responsiveness to issues bring forth in the life of villagers?

12. Bring out what the poet envisages for the village folk?

13. Bring out the different poetic devices used by the poet?

14. How does the poet bring out the imbalance in society through this poem? 

6. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

1. Justify the title `Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers`

2. Why is uncle’s wedding band heavy on Jennifer’s hand?

3. What are the characteristics of the tiger depicted in the poem?

4. How does the poet imply the point that art survives the artist?

5. Though aunt Jennifer is a representative of women fighting against masculine authority and power what is the implication of creating a tiger that is extremely masculine and authoritative?
Supplementary Text-Vistas

Lesson 1.The Third Level

1. What was the obvious step taken by Charley?

2. What according to the psychiatrist was a ‘waking dream wish fulfillment’?

3. Why did the psychiatrist feel that Charley wanted to escape from this world?

4. What was Charley’s temporary refuge from reality? What does the author mean by this?

5. What logic was put forward byCharley to prove that he did not need any refuge?

6. How did charley discover the third level?

7. Why does Charley feel that Grand Central is growing like a tree?

8. Why did Charley feel that Grand Central was an  ‘exit’ a means of escape? Does this thought have any relevance to his escapade?

9. Why did Charley hide his thoughts that the Grand Central station had always been an exit ---a means of escape from his psychiatrist friend?

10. How did Charley feel that he was neither on the first level nor on the second level but on the third level?

11. What differences did charley find on the third level?

12. What made charley say, ‘and then I knew’?

13. Why do you feel the summer evening of 1894 in Galesburg were longer?

14. What kind of life did the people lead in 1894 in Galesburg?

15. Why did the man at the counter say, “That ain’t money”?

16. Why was Charley not bothered about the premium that he had to pay to get old currency?

17. What is a first day cover?

18. What did Sam’s note read?

19. What did Charley find about Sam?

20. How can you explain that Sam had sent a letter from the third Level?

21. Why has 1894 been repeated throughout the chapter?

22. Why does Charley think that Sam would not find a job in Galesburg in 1894?

Long Questions
1. Do you feel that Charley really had been on the third level or was it just a medium of escape?

2. The writer has mentioned time and again about Charley’s tendency to seek temporary refuge in the world of stamps as well as his dissatisfaction with the world around him. Is this the reason for charley to discover the third level or was it sheer chance that made him discover the third level?  

3. Charley seeks temporary refuge in his imagination of the third level. Discuss.

4. Discuss the importance of the presence of the psychiatrist in the lesson.
Chapter 2. The Tiger King

1. What do you understand by “threat of a Stuka bomber”?

2. What was the secret the astrologers had to reveal? How did they behave when compelled to speak the truth?

3. When did everyone stand transfixed in stupefaction’?

4. What incredible matter took place in the court? Why has this been compared to bulletins issued by the war office?

5. How was the tiger king brought up? Does the author suggest anything through this?

6. What justification did the tiger king give before he started out on tiger hunt?

7. Why did the astrologer say that he would cut off his hair?

8. Why does he mention of becoming an insurance agent in particular?

9. Did the maharaja relent to the demands of the English officer? What did he do?

10. Why did tiger population become extinct in his kingdom?  

11. Why did the king decide to get married? How far was the marriage successful?

12. What was the important factor that was considered for his marriage?

13. Once the maharaja decided to exempt a village from paying taxes, which he changed later on, and levied double tax on the village. What does this speak about the king?

14. “I have killed the hundredth tiger. My vow have been fulfilled”-was the Tiger King’s vow really fulfilled? What happened on that day?

15. Why was the Maharaja not in a position to gift a real tiger to his son?

16. How did the craftsman fool the king?

17. How did the death of the Tiger King take place?

18. Why does the author say the hundredth tiger took its final revenge?

Long Questions 

1. The story` Tiger King` reflects `the whims and fancies of people in power’ Elucidate.

2. Tiger king shows the general behaviour of people towards animals. People like the tiger king are responsible for making some of creatures’ endangered species.  Express your views

3. A person like the Tiger King does not believe that in this universe there is equal place for all living creatures. It is a world created by the rich and the powerful to live the way they want. The author brings out this simple truth through this political satire “Tiger King” Elucidate.    

Chapter 3. Journey to the End of the Earth

1. How does the author describe the Antarctica?

2. What do you mean by Ecosphere?

3. How did the author feel on reaching the Antarctica?

4. How was the world different six hundred million years ago?

5. “To visit Antarctica now is to be a part of that history”-which history does the author refer to?

6. Why do people lose all earthy sense of perspective and time in the Antarctica?

7. Why does the writer say that the prognosis for human beings is not good?

8. How has man managed to increase global warming?

9. Why should one go to Antarctica to study the earth’s past, and future?

10. How has Antarctica been able to retain its ‘pristine’ nature?

11. What is the aim of the programme students on ice?

12. What are the reasons behind the programmer’s   success? 

13. Antarctica is the place to see how little changes in the environment can have big repercussions? Comment

14. What are phytoplanktons? What implication does it have on the sustenance of the creatures on this earth?

15. What experience did the author have near the Antarctica circle?

16. “it was nothing short of a revelation everything does indeed connect”-what does the author refer to?

 Long Questions.

1.  The earth teaches us that if we take care of the small things big things will be taken care of. Explain this with reference to the  “Antarctica”

2. We have been successful in increasing the global temperature. What are the consequences?

3. Why is Antarctica the place to go to unearth the mysteries surrounding human life?

4.  Why does Tishani Doshi say that the youth have the idealism and strength to do a lot to save the earth?

5. Justify the title` Journey to the End of the Earth’ 

Chapter 4 -The Enemy

1. What did Dr. Sadao’s father tell him showing the islands visible from seashore?

2. What was his father’s chief concern?

3. Why was Sadao not sent abroad with the troops?

4. Why didn’t Dr. Sadao show his interest in Hanna before knowing that she was a Japanese?

5. Why did Dr. Sadao hesitate to go to the American professor’s house? 

6. Why did Dr. Sadao &his wife discover on the seashore.

7. Though, a doctor why did Dr. Sadao & his wife hesitate a moment to help the bleeding & seriously injured man?

8. What did they think would be the best & the kindest thing to do for the injured man?

9. What made the doctor concerned that he was an American soldier?

10. What was the final decision taken by the doctor?

11. Why did they think of handing over the man to the police?
12. .  Why did Hanna hesitate to put the injured soldier on his deceased father in law’s bed?

13. What made Dr Sadao attend to the injured soldier

14.  Why did Dr Sadao decide to operate on the prisoner of war?

15. “What was the reaction of the servants?Can it be justified?

16. What thoughts came to Hanna’s mind when she was washing the wounds of the soldier?

17. This man” he thought there is no reason under heaven why he should live.” What prompted Dr. Sadao to say this? What does he do   after this?

18.  What impression do you form of General Takima?

19.  What happened on the seventh day, after the doctor and his wife saved the wounded man?

20. What did General Takima tell Dr. Sadao when he heard about the prisoner war?

21.  Why did the general assure Dr. Sadao that he would not be arrested?

22.  What did general decide to do with enemy?

23. Why do you think Sadao could not sleep properly after his meeting with the General?

24.  Why did Sadao stop Hanna from going to the prisoner’s room?

25.  How did Sadao help the prisoner to escape?

26.  What did Sadao reply when the prisoner thanked him for saving his life?

27. Why do you think Dr. Sadao was unable to kill the American?

28. General Takima forgot what he had assured Dr. Sadao. What does it say about his character?

29. What impression do you form of the prisoner?

30. What are the twomoral implications on which the whole story is built upon ?
Long Questions

1. Dr. Sadao proves himself to be a good human being. He rises above the demarcation made by man.  Elucidate

2. The enemy brings out that human qualities are more important in lives than our social obligations .It is in fact the victory of humanity in the moment of crisis. Discuss.

3. Dr Sadao was a true patriot –discuss.

4. Hanna proved to be a real support to Dr Sadao-explain

5. 
Justify the title The Enemy.`

Chapter 5. Should Wizard Hit Mommy

1. What was the regular routine of Jack in the evening and for saturdays?

2. What were the special features of the stories created by Jack?

3. Why did the ‘rite’ seem futile?

4.  Why didn’t other animals play with Roger Skunk?

5. Is there any autobiographical element in the story created by Jack?

6.  What was the observation made by Jo about God? What does it speak about her?

7. Why didn’t Jack like to be interrupted by Jo?

8. What did the wizard tell Roger Skunk to do?

9. Why did Roger Skunk`s   mother dislike the new smell? What does it reveal about mothers` in general? 

10. What did Roger’s mother ask him to do?

11. How did Jo want the story to end?

12. There is difference in opinion about the ending of the story of Roger Skunk. What does John Updike want to say through this story?

13. Why did Jack feel trapped?

14. What picture of Jack do you form from this story?

Long Questions

1. The story “Should wizard hit mommy?” deals with a problem, which is very relevant today. Elucidate.

2. Jack though gave time to his children does not prove himself to be an ideal father. –Discuss

3. Jo though very young voices her own opinion. What impression do you form of the children of today?

4. Justify the significance of the title Should wizard hit mommy`

Chapter 6. On The Face Of It

Short Questions
1. What impression did Derry have when he entered Mr. Lamb’s garden?

2. Why does Derry say, “People are afraid of me?”

3. What did Derry have bitter feelings about other people?

4. What does Derry tell Mr. Lamb when he asked him about his face?

5. What opinion do you form of Mr. Lamb when he says “why is one green growing plant called a weed and another a flower”? 

6. What similarity does Mr. Lamb find between him and Derry?

7. Why Mr. Lamb is called `lamey lamb? `

8. “It’s not what you look like it’s what you are inside”- what do you understand from this statement?

9. “It was so cruel”. What does Derry refer to?

10.  Why does Mr. Lamb tell Derry that if he went back he would never return?

11. How did Mr. Lamb lose his leg?

12. What does Mr. Lamb tell Derry when he says that he does not like being with other people?

13. Why does Derry say “if I don’t go back there I’ll never go anywhere in this world”?

14. What did Derry find when he returns to Mr. Lamb?

Long Questions

1. “Its not what you look like that matters but its what you are inside” how does the author bring out the truth of this statement through the play On The Face Of It?

2. `On the face of it` highlights the pains and conflicts on one hand and on the other it also shows that physically challenged people can cope with their disability. Elucidate

3.  Mr. Lamb is successful in changing Derry’s mindset. How did it become possible?

4. Society is indifferent to the needs of the physically challenged; rather people   are cruel to them. Express your views with reference to “On the face of it”.
5. Justify the significance of the title `On the face of it.’

Chapter 7. Memories of Childhood

1. What gave no peace to Zitkala Sa?

2. What does the writer mean by “my spirit tore itself in struggling for its freedom”?

3. How were the Indian girls dressed?

4. Why did the author feel embarrassed in the dining room?

5. Why did the author start to cry when the others were busy eating in the dining room?

6. What was the warning given to the author by her friend?

7. Why did the author object to get her hair cropped?

8. What did Zikala do to avoid cutting her hair short?

9. How did the author feel when her hair was cut short?

Long Question

1. “No, I will not submit! I will struggle first! I answered” what does the author want to say through these words?

2. Zitkala Sa indeed fought before falling a prey to exploitation. How did she put up a brave fight? 

3. “For now I was only one of many little animals driven by a herder” when did Zitkala Sa say this and why?

We Too Are Human Beings

Short Questions

1. What does Bama say about untouchability at the onset of the story?

2. What are the things, which did not allow Bama to reach home early?

3. When Bama saw the old man carrying a parcel in a peculiar manner she found it comical. Was it really something comical?

4. How did Bama feel when her brother told her the actual reason for the old man to carry the parcel in a special manner?

5. Which thought infuriated Bama?

6. What did Bama feel would be the right thing for them to do?

7. What had a deep impression on Bama?

8. What did she do when she came to know the reality of casteism?

Long Question

1. How did Bama come to know that casteism existed in society?

2. When Bama understood and realized that being born into a particular caste could bring with it untouchability, how did she react and what did she resolve to do?

Chapter 8. Evans Tries an O Level

Short Questions

1. What was the unusual request received from the Oxford prison by the secretary of the examination?

2. Why they decide to help Evans?

3. What kind of track record did Evans have?

4. Why did Mr. Jackson call Evans ‘scruffy and what did that remind them to do?

5. Why did Evans want to keep his hat?

6. How was Reverend Stuart Mcleery dressed when he came to the jail to invigilate? What did Mcleery carry with him?

7. Why did the governor bug Evans’s cell?

8. Which object in Mcleery’s suitcase puzzled Jackson?

9. How does the coyness of Evans help the governor remove the guards from the room?

10. What had actually happened to the real Mcleery?

11.  Why does the governor say that Evans would not be with them the next September?

12. Who has the last laugh in the lesson? Justify.

13. According to you who all might have helped Evans in his escape?

Long Questions

1. The whole government machinery is used by Evans to escape. Discuss the corrupt system used by Evans to succeed in his mission.

Or


How did Evans manage to take the whole machinery for a ride?

2. Justify the title “Evans tries an O` level”

3. The governor, who looked into the intrinsic details and went to the extent of bugging the exam room, is literally taken for a ride what could be the reason and how could he have stopped this escape?

4. In spite of Evans being a prisoner the readers have their sympathy with him rather than with the governor. Discuss.
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