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throughout the paper.
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Answer Five questi(;ns in all. Question No. 1 is
compulsory. Answer four more questions, choosing
two each from Section A and Section B.
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1. Vygotsky like Piaget was of the- view that children
acﬁvely organise their knowledge through interactions
with the world. However, for Vygotsky this world is
primarily social. Do you agree ?
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Justify your view with suitable examples. What are

the specific implications of Vygotsky’s theory for an
elementary school teacher ? (10+10)
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SECTION A (@8 ‘&’)

2. Motivating students to learn is one of the major
challenges a teacher faces in the classroom. Drawing
upon Weinet’s theory of attribution specify your views
with regard to students’

(a) likely attribution pattern,
(b) specific abilities,

» '(c) types of goals set,
(d).leve]s of self-efficacy.

What suggestions would you give an elementary
school teacher to enable children in her class to be
motivated ? _ ‘ (10+5)
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3. A Principal comes into a classroom and observes the
class involved in group work. Some children are
reading group discussions around a chapter they are
studying. She notices the teacher working with a small
group of students; proﬁding assistance where needed.
After about 10 minutes the teacher goes to another
group and announces “I will not tell you but will give
you a hint...” When students are unable to respond to
a guestion, she encourages them to think and explore
a response given by a group member. Students are
seen discussing, thinking and clarifying. Some sit in
pairs and explain to each other.

What do you understand of the above situation ? What
is the teacher’s understanding of the theoretical
concepts of :

(2) Zone of proximal development
(b) Scaffolding

(c) Peer learning . (5+10)
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4. Is attempting to respond to a set of questions
about given pictures, five year olds declare their
understanding prematurely. Eight year olds, on the
other hand, take longer to give their responses and in

. a more measured manner. '

Describe the development of metacognitive knowledge
and cognitive self-regulation with reference to the
two age-groups. Explain why cognitive self-regulation
is important for successful completion of complex
tasks. ' (8+7)
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SECTION B (@mvs ‘@’)

3. Discuss Bruner’s discovery-oriented learning with
reference to the construct of a ‘spiral curriculum’.

How does this"approach enable concept formation ?
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6. How would you create meaningful Iearﬂing experiences

in your classroom given the varied cultural and social
backgrounds of students ? (10)
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7.

There are many students who feel that they are not
able to perform in a subject because they have had
problems with it in the past. It is this belief that holds
them back from studying that subject.

How does belief of a student in his/her ability, influence
motivation to learn ? How can a teacher help in
restoring the sense of self-worth among such
students ?

What changes would be required in the teacher’s vie_w‘
about such students and why ? (2+4+4)
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