IAS Preliminary Exam Syllabus 2012:-

(Paper 1) (200 marks) - Duration : Two hrs.

    * Current events of national and international importance
    * History of India and Indian national movement
    * Indian and World Geography- physical, social, economic geography of India and the world
    * Indian Polity and governance – constitution, political system, panchayati raj, public policy, Rights issues, etc.
    * Economic and social development – sustainable development, poverty, inclusion, demographics, social sector initiatives etc.
    * General issues on environmental ecology, bio-diversity and climate change-that donot require subject specialization
    * General science. 

(Paper II) (200 marks) – Duration : Two hrs

    * Comprehension
    * Interpersonal skills including communication skills
    * Logical reasoning and analytical ability
    * Decision making and problem solving
    * General mental ability
    * Basic numeracy (numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude etc. (Class X level), Data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency etc. –Class X level)
    * English language comprehension skills (Class X level)
    * Questions relating to English Language Comprehension skills of Class X level (last item in the Syllabus of Paper-II) will be tested through passages from English language only without providing Hindi translation thereof in the question paper.
    * The questions will be of multiple choice, objective type. 


IAS Mains Exam Syllabus 2012:-

General Studies:- The nature and standard of questions in the General Studies papers will be such that a well-educated person will be able to answer them without any specialized study. The questions will be such as to test a candidate’s general awareness of a variety of subjects, which will have relevance for a career in Civil Services. The questions are likely to test the candidate’s basic understanding of all relevant issues, and ability to analyze, and take a view on conflicting socio-economic goals, objectives and demands. The candidates must give relevant, meaningful and succinct answers.

Essay:- Candidates will be required to write an essay on a specific topic. The choice of subjects will be given. They will be expected to keep closely to the subject of the essay to arrange their ideas in orderly fashion, and to write concisely. Credit will be given for effective and exact expression. 

English Qualifying:- The pattern of questions would be broadly as follows :-

(i) Comprehension of given passages.
(ii) Precis Writing
(iii) Usage and Vocabulary
(iv) Short Essay

Indian Language:- 

(i) Comprehension of given passages.
(ii) Precis Writing
(iii) Usage and Vocabulary.
(iv) Short Essay
(v) Translation from English to the Indian language and vice-versa.
