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Unlike spelling, grammar, vocabulary and comprehension questions, these 

questions are not designed to measure your facility with the English. They 

are designed to test your ability to take a series of facts expressed in words and to 

understand and manipulate the information to solve a specific problem. 

Employers use critical reasoning questions to gain an insight into whether you have 

the key intellectual skills that are the foundation for success in a managerial position. 

Consequently, these questions are usually restricted to graduate and management 

level tests.

It is not always easy to assess whether someone has the ability to interpret information 

in an analytical way and to make sound judgements based on their conclusions. This 

is particularly true if individuals are applying for their first management job and do not 

have a track record of successful decision making. 

Critical reasoning questions require you to demonstrate your ability to make logical 

decisions and even to recognise that insufficient data has been provided for a definitive 

answer to be reached, as would be the case in many real-life situations.
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Test 1—8 Questions
Instructions: Answer as many questions as you can in 20 minutes. Circle the letter on the right which 
corresponds to the correct answer.

1) Pedro goes either hunting or fishing every day. If it is snowing & windy then Pedro goes 
hunting. If it is sunny and not windy then Pedro goes fishing. Sometimes it can be snowing 
and sunny.
Which of the following statements must be true:

A If it is not sunny and it is snowing then Pedro goes hunting.
B If it is windy and Pedro does not go hunting then it is not snowing.
C If it is windy and not sunny then Pedro goes hunting.
D If it is windy and sunny then Pedro goes hunting.
E If it is snowing and sunny then Pedro goes hunting.

A   B   C   D   E  

2) If Judy comes to the party then Sally leaves the party. If Sally leaves then either Christine 
or Clara ask Philip to dance. If Philip is asked to dance by either Christine or Clara and Sally 
leaves the party, Philip accepts. If Philip is asked to dance by either Christine or Clara and 
Sally does not leave the party, Philip does not accept.  
If Sally does not leave the party, which of the following statements can be logically deduced 
from the information above?

A Christine asks Philip to dance.
B Clara asks Philip to dance.
C Judy does not come to the party.
D Philip dances with either Christine or Clara.
E Philip leaves the party.

A   B   C   D   E  

3) The cost of manufacturing tractors in Korea is twenty percent less than the cost of 
manufacturing tractors in Germany. Even after transportation fees and import taxes are 
added, it is still cheaper to import tractors from Korea to Germany than to produce tractors 
in Germany.
Which of the following assertions is best supported by this information?

A Labor costs in Korea are twenty  percent below those in Germany.
B Importing tractors into Germany will eliminate twenty  percent of the manufacturing jobs in 

Germany.
C The costs of transporting a tractor  from Korea to Germany is more than twenty  percent of 

the cost of manufacturing the tractor in Korea.
D The import taxes on a tractor  imported from Korea to Germany is less than twenty  percent 

of the cost of manufacturing the tractor in Germany.
E It takes twenty  percent less time to make a tractor in Korea than it does in Germany.

A   B   C   D   E  
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4) In 1695 about 11,400 doctors who had treated plague sufferers died and about 23,670 
doctors who had not treated plague sufferers died. On the basis of these figures, it can 
be concluded that it was more dangerous for doctors not to participate in the treatment of 
plague sufferers than it was for them to participate in it. 
Which of the following statements would cast most doubt on the conclusion above?

A Expressing the difference between the numbers of deaths among doctors who had treated 
plague sufferers and doctors who had not treated plague suffers as a percentage of the total 
number of deaths.

B Examining the death rates for doctors in the years before and after 1695.
C Separating deaths due to natural causes during the treatment of plague suffers from deaths 

caused by other causes.
D Comparing death rates per thousand members of each group rather than comparing total 

numbers of deaths.
E The figures quoted may vary by plus or minus ten percent from the actual figures.

A   B   C   D   E  

5) There are 900 bottles to be filled. Jim and Molly working independently but at the same 
time take 30 minutes to fill the bottles. How long should it take Molly working by herself to 
fill the bottles?

Statement 1 - Molly fills half as many bottles as Jim.
Statement 2 - Jim would take 45 minutes by himself.

Which of the statements above make it possible to answer the question.

A Statement 1 alone is sufficient, but statement 2 alone is not sufficient.
B Statement 2 alone is sufficient, but statement 1 alone is not sufficient.
C Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone is sufficient.
D Each statement alone is sufficient.
E Statements 1 and 2 together are not sufficient.

A   B   C   D   E  

6) There are two valves at the bottom of a water tank which allow the tank to be drained. If both 
valves are opened, how long will it take before the tank is empty?

Statement 1 - If only valve 1 is opened, the tank will be empty in 10 minutes.
Statement 2 - If only valve 2 is opened, the tank will be empty in 20 minutes.

Which of the statements above make it possible to answer the question.

A Statement 1 alone is sufficient, but statement 2 alone is not sufficient.
B Statement 2 alone is sufficient, but statement 1 alone is not sufficient.
C Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone is sufficient.
D Each statement alone is sufficient.
E Statements 1 and 2 together are not sufficient.

A   B   C   D   E  
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7) Oil filters are packed in individual boxes which are then packed into a larger cubic transport 
boxes. How many transport boxes of oil filters will fit into the cargo area of a lorry?

Statement 1 - Each transport box measures 50cm x 50cm x 50cm.
Statement 2 - The length and the breadth of the cargo area is 10m and 3m.

Which of the statements above make it possible to answer the question.

A Statement 1 alone is sufficient, but statement 2 alone is not sufficient.
B Statement 2 alone is sufficient, but statement 1 alone is not sufficient.
C Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone is sufficient.
D Each statement alone is sufficient.
E Statements 1 and 2 together are not sufficient.

A   B   C   D   E  

8) Of the teams competing in the world archery championships, twenty percent are from 
Europe. Half as many are from the United States and one twentieth are from Africa. What 
fraction of teams are from neither Europe, the US or Africa.

A 13/20
B 15/20
C 13/15
D 17/20
E 13/17

A   B   C   D   E  

End of Verbal Ability—Critical Reasoning Test 1



Copyright www.psychometric-success.com					              Page �

Verbal Critical Reasoning—Practice Test 1

Products to Help You Succeed in Psychometric Tests

Anyone that has tried to secure a job in today’s market knows that a dazzling CV and a 
compelling interview are simply not enough. Candidates are now faced with a rigorous 
assessment of their abilities and their personality in the form of a psychometric test.     

Maximise your performance in under 2 weeks!     

Psychometric tests are now an integral part of the recruitment process, especially when 
it comes to finding candidates for those coveted top jobs. So, it’s hardly surprising 
that seemingly well-qualified candidates are being overlooked in favour of applicants 
that excel at psychometric tests. 

So, if you want to get that all important first job, or if you are hoping to further your 
career, now is the time to take positive action to increase your chances of success.

These eBooks teach you how to master specific aspects of psychometric analysis, 
such as numerical, verbal, abstract, spatial, mechanical reasoning and personality 
tests. Pass your psychometric tests with flying colours! These downloadable eBooks 
provide immediate access to expert know-how and essential insight that will give you 
the edge over the competition. Visit www.psychometric-success.com 

These eBooks give you the opportunity to work through complete sets of practice 
questions that are used to assess candidates for specific types of work, such as 
management, graduate, technical, supervisory and clerical level jobs. Each one of 
these books is a complete solution and contains everything you need to succeed in 
psychometric tests no matter what level of job you are applying for. 

Visit www.psychometric-success.com  

http://www.psychometric-success.com
http://www.psychometric-success.com
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Answers

1) B

2) C

3) D

4) D

5) D

6) C

7) E

8) A


