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Preface

As prospective graduate students concerned with pro-
fessional advancement, you know the importance of
using good tools and drawing on solid research. In this

Seventeenth Edition of Barron’s GRE, we offer you both.

This revision contains the fruits of our close study of the
major changes in the GRE General Tests made public
by the Graduate Record Examinations Board. We have
scrutinized hundreds of actual GRE questions, traced
dozens of GRE reading passages to their sources,
analyzed subsets of questions by order of difficulty and
guestion type. We have gone through all the topics in
the new analytical writing section, categorizing the
actual issues you will encounter on your test and
analyzing the argument passages, pinpointing their
logical flaws. In the process, we have come up with the
following features, which should make this Seventeenth
Edition particularly helpful to you:

Typical GRE Questions Analyzed

The Seventeenth Edition takes you step by step through
dozens of verbal and mathematical questions that
simulate actual GRE questions, showing you how to
solve them and how to avoid going wrong.

Testing Tactics

The Seventeenth Edition provides you with dozens of
proven, highlighted testing tactics that will help you
attack the different types of questions on the GRE.
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High-Frequency Word List

The Seventeenth Edition continues to give you an up-to-
date 333-word High-Frequency Word List—333 words
from abate to zealot that have been shown by computer
analysis to occur and recur on actual published GREs —
plus Barron’s 3,500-word Master Word List, the college-
level vocabulary list for over 40 years.

Comprehensive Mathematics Review

The Seventeenth Edition presents you with extensive
mathematical review materials that provide a refresher
course for students primarily involved in nonscientific
disciplines.

GRE-Modeled Tests

The Seventeenth Edition offers you a full-length
Diagnostic Test geared to the current GRE, a diagnostic
test that will enable you to pinpoint your areas of weak-
ness right away and concentrate your review on subjects
in which you need the most work, plus five additional
Model Tests, all with answers completely explained, that
in format, difficulty, and content echo today’s GRE.

Computer GRE Update

The Seventeenth Edition introduces you to the computer-
based GRE—and, along with the accompanying CD-ROM
{optional), explains everything you need to know about
the computer-adaptive GRE.



Analytical Writing Update

The Seventeenth Edition also provides you with an intro-
duction to the GRE analytical writing section, familiariz-
ing you with the range of topics covered and giving you
helpful hints on how to write clear, cogent essays in no
time at all.

This Seventeenth Edition once more upgrades what has
long been a standard text. It reflects the contributions

of numerous teachers, editors, and coaches, and the
dedication of the staff at Barron’s. It also reflects the
forensic and rhetorical skills of Lexy Green, Director of
Debate at the College Preparatory School, to whom we
owe special thanks. We, the authors, are indebted to all
these individuals for their ongoing efforts to make this
book America’s outstanding GRE study guide.

TIMETABLE FOR A TYPICAL COMPUTER-BASED GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION

Total Testing Time: 2 hours and 30 minutes

Section Time Allowed Description
variable Tutorial
1 30 minutes Verbal Ability
6 sentence completion questions
7 analogy questions
8 reading comprehension questions
9 antonym questions
2 45 minutes Quantitative Ability
14 quantitative comparison questions
10 discrete quantitative (standard multiple-choice) questions
4 data interpretation questions (tables/graphs)
10-minute hreak
3 75 minutes
45 minutes Analytical Writing: 1 essay giving one’s perspective on an
issue
30 minutes Analytical Writing: 1 essay analyzing an argument
L

vi
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What You Need
to Know About
the GRE

B An Overview of the GRE General Test
B Commonly Asked Questions About the GRE

B GRE Test Format

Verbal Ability

Quantitative Ability

Analytical Ability

An Overview of the
Computer-Based GRE
General Test

The GRE General Test is an examination designed to
measure the verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing
skills you have developed in the course of your academic
career. High GRE scores strongly correlate with the
probability of success in graduate school: the higher you
score, the more likely you are to complete your graduate
degree. For this reason, many graduate and professional
schools require applicants to take the GRE General Test,
a test now given only on computer. (They may aiso
require you to take a GRE Subject Test in your particular
field. Subject Tests currently are available in 14 fields.)

The computer-based GRE General Test you take will have
three or four sections. There will always be

* a 30-question verbal section (30 minutes)

* a 28-question quantitative section (45 minutes)

= an analytical writing section composed of two tasks (75
minutes)

In addition, there may be

* an unidentified experimental section, which would
be a second verbal or quantitative section

Occasionally there may be

» an identified optional research section

The verbal section measures your ability to use words as
tools in reasoning; you are tested not only on the extent of
your vocabulary but on your ability to discern the relation-
ships that exist both within written passages and among
individual groups of words. The quantitative section mea-
sures your ability to use and reason with numbers or math-
ematical concepts; you are tested not on advanced mathe-
matical theory but on general concepts expected to be part
of everyone’s academic background. The analytical writing
section measures your ability to make rational assessments
about unfamiliar, fictitious relationships and to logically pre-
sent your perspective on an issue.

There are four very important points you should be aware of:

1. In each multiple-choice section, before you can move
from one question to the next, you must answer the
question currently on the screen.

2. Once you have clicked on an answer and confirmed
your choice, you cannot go back to that question and
change your answer choice.

3. Not every question is worth the same number of points;
harder questions are worth more than easy ones.

4. The GRE General Test does not penalize you for incor-
rect answers. When you don’t know an answer, try to
make an educated guess by eliminating clearly incorrect
choices; if you can’t eliminate any choices, make a wild
guess, and move on.

Keep these points in mind as you learn more about what's
on the computer-based test, and, in the next chapter, about
the tactics and strategies that will help you maximize your
test score.
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4 Introduction/Diagnostic Test

Commonly Asked
Questions Ahout the
Computer-Based GRE

How Does the GRE Differ from
Other Tests?

Most tests college students take are straightforward
achievement tests. They attempt to find out how much you
have learned, usually in a specific subject, and how well
you can apply that information. Without emphasizing
memorized data, the GRE General Test attempts to mea-
sure verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing skills that
you have acquired over the years both in and out of school.

Although the GRE General Test is claimed to measure
skills that you have developed over a long period, even a
brief period of intensive study can make a great difference
in your eventual GRE scores. By thoroughly familiarizing
yourself with the process of computer-based testing, the
GRE test format, and the various question types, you can
enhance your chances of doing well on the test and of
being accepted by the graduate school of your choice.

How Can | Learn to Handle the
Mechanics of Taking a Computer-
Based Test?

By using the CD-ROM that accompanies this book, you will
become familiar with everything you need to know. In addi-
tion, at the test site before you get to the actual computer-
based GRE, you have to work through four tutorials that
train you in the mechanics of taking this particular test.
They are

* How to Use a Mouse

¢ How to Select an Answer

* How to Use the Testing Tools
* How to Scroll

You can’t skip these tutorials; they’re mandatory, even for

computer majors. They’re also important—every computer
program has its idiosyncrasies, and you need to familiarize
yourself with how to handle this particular computer setup.

Plan to take your time on these tutorials, and don’t worry
about how much time you're taking. The 20 to 30 minutes
you spend working through the tutorials before you begin
testing don’t count against your time for taking the test. You
can even use this free time to organize your scratch paper
before you begin the actual timed test. (More on setting up
your scratch paper later.)

What Is It Like to Take a Computer-
Based GRE?

You sit in a carrel in a computer lab or testing center, facing
a computer screen. You may be alone in the room, or other

test-takers may be taking tests in nearby carrels. With your
mouse, you click on an icon to start your test. A question
appears on screen. You answer it, clicking on the oval

next to your answer choice. Satisfied with your answer, you
click on a box marked Confirm, to indicate you have no
second thoughts about your choice. Then, ready to move
on, you click on the box marked Next. A new question
appears on screen, and you go through the process

again.

This is what it is like to take a computerized GRE. At the
end of the first section, you are given a one-minute break.
After finishing the second section, you have a ten-minute
break. The third section may include another one-minute
break. (This is the most likely scenario; it's possible

you may be instructed to answer a fourth experimental
section.)

How Does Taking a Computer-Based
Test Differ from Taking a
Pencil-and-Paper Test?

On a pencil-and-paper standardized test, within any given
section of your test booklet you are free to skip from ques-
tion to question and to answer questions in any order you
choose. If you do better on antonyms than on reading
comprehension questions, for example, you can temporarily
skip the time-consuming reading passages and go straight
to the antonyms. Likewise, if you have second thoughts
about a particular answer choice, on a pencil-and-paper
test you can go back to the question, erase your original
pencil mark, and select a different answer choice. You are
also free to write in your test booklet, crossing out incorrect
answer choices, underlining key words, and highlighting
questions you need to reconsider.

On a computer-based test (CBT), there is no test booklet.
Your test questions appear, one at a time, on your com-
puter screen. You must answer the question currently on
the screen and confirm that you are sure of your answer
choice before you can move on to the next question. Once
you have confirmed your answer choice and moved on, you
cannot go back and change it.

In addition, on the CBT, questions are not arranged in
groups according to question type: two analogy questions
may follow two antonyms; they may in turn be followed by a
single sentence completion. You cannot predict what type
of question will come up next.

Why Do Some People Call the
Computer-Based General Test
a CAT?

CAT stands for Computer-Adaptive Test. What does this
mean?

When you take a pencil-and-paper test, the questions in
the test booklet you receive are basically the same as the
questions printed in every other booklet distributed to test-
takers on that day. When you take a computer-based GRE



General Test, however, the questions you face on screen
are likely to differ markedly from those that come up on the
screens of the test-takers in the carrels next to you.

Why will your test be different from someone else’s test?
Because the CBT GRE is a computer-adaptive test. The
test adapts to your skill level: it is customized.

How does this work? The computer program begins by
assuming you are the “average” GRE candidate, an imagi-
nary figure whose score would place him or her precisely in
the middle of the entire test-taking population. The com-
puter program contains a pool of some 1,000 questions
organized by content, question type, and level of difficulty.
From this pool the computer selects a math question of
medium difficulty, a question the average GRE candidate
(someone who would wind up in the 50th percentile of test-
takers with a Quantitative score of 550) would be likely to
get correct. If you answer this question correctly, the com-
puter revises its estimate of your eventual score upward
and proceeds to give you a slightly harder question, one
that a student scoring 600 should get correct. However, if
you answer that question incorrectly, the computer again
revises its estimate of your eventual score — downward this
time, and you are presented with an easier question, one
that a student scoring 500 might get correct. Thus, as

you answer each question, the computer adapts your test,
tailoring it to reflect your previous performance. In the
process, it fine-tunes its estimate of your skill level,
gradually zeroing in on your eventual score.

Can | Tell How Well I’'m Doing on the
Test from the Questions the
Computer Assigns Me?

Don’t even try; it never pays to try to second-guess the
computer. There’s no point in wasting time and energy
wondering whether it's feeding you harder questions or
easier ones. Let the computer keep track of how well
you’re doing — you concentrate on answering questions
and pacing yourself.

Should | Guess?

Yes, you must! You are not going to know the correct
answer to every question on the GRE. That’s a given. But
you can't just skip a question. In order to move on to the
next question, you first must answer the question currently
on screen, even if you haven't a clue as to what the correct
answer might be. So if the question on screen has you
stumped, eliminate any obviously incorrect answer choices,
and then guess and don’t worry whether you've guessed
right or wrong. Your job is to get to the next question you
can answer. Just remember to use the process of elimina-
tion to improve your guessing odds.

T T R 1 T TTIT
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How Can | Use the Process of
Elimination on a
Computer-Based GRE?

Even though the current CBT GRE makes no provision for
you to cross out incorrect answer choices on screen, you
still can eliminate answers you know are wrong before
guessing which of the remaining answer choices is correct.
This is where your scratch paper comes in. Take a couple
of minutes to write out four rough, scratch-paper answer
sheets—one for each section. Use these answer sheets as
your guessing guides. Before you guess, first cross out any
choices on your answer sheet that you are sure are wrong.
Then choose between the answer choices that are left.
You'll increase your chances of coming up with the right
answer by making this sort of “educated” guess.

Make use of your scratch paper throughout the test. In the
verbal section, jot down key words or phrases from the
reading passages. On the mathematics questions, use your
scratch paper to draw diagrams and, of course, to do all of
your calculations.

1 ABCDE 1 ABCDE
2 ABCDE 2 ABCDE
3ABCDE 3ABCDE
4 ABCDE 4 ABCDE
5 ABCDE 5 ABCDE
6 ABCDE 6 ABCDE
7ABCDE 7 ABCDE
8 ABCDE 8 ABCDE
9 ABCDE 9 ABCDE
10 ABCDE 10 ABCDE
11 ABCDE 11 ABCDE
12 ABCDE 12 ABCDE
13 ABCDE 13 ABCDE
14 ABCDE 14 ABCDE
15 ABCDE 15 ABCDE
16 ABCDE 16 ABCDE
177 ABCDE 17 ABCDE
18 ABCDE 18 ABCDE
19 ABCDE 19 ABCDE
20 ABCDE 20 ABCDE
21 ABCDE 21 ABCDE
22 ABCDE 2 ABCDE
23 ABCDE 23 ABCDE
24 ABCDE 24 ABCDE
25 ABCDE 25 ABCDE
26 ABCDE 26 ABCDE
27 ABCDE 27 ABCDE
28 ABCDE 28 ABCDE
29 ABCDE 29 ABCDE
30 ABCDE 30 ABCDE
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6 Introduction/Diagnostic Test

How Can | Determine the
Unidentified Experimental Section?

You can’t. Do not waste time in the exam room trying to
identify the experimental section. If you are presented with
extra sections, do your best on all of them. Some claim that
most often the last section is the experimental section.
Others ciaim that the section with unusuai questions is the
one that does not count. Ignore the claims: you have no
sure way to tell. If you encounter a series of questions
that seem strange to you, do your best. Either these are
experimental and will not count, in which case you have
no reason to worry about them, or they will count, in which
case they probably will seem just as strange and trouble-
some to your fellow examinees.

When and Where Can | Take the
Computer-Based GRE?

You can take the computer-based GRE General Test
almost any Monday through Saturday all year round.
(Testing centers are closed on Christmas and New Year's
Day and other major federal holidays.) Because appoint-
ments are scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis, you
should be sure to register early to get the date you want,
especially if that date falls in the highly popular November
through January testing period.

The computer-based GRE is administered at a variety of
sites: Sylvan Technology Centers, Educational Testing
Service (ETS) field offices, university testing centers, and
other academic institutions. Test centers are located in all
50 states, in American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, and eight provinces of Canada.
International test centers aiso exist: a list of them can be
found on-line at www.gre.org or in the GRE Registration
and Information Bulletin.

How Can | Register to Take the GRE?

If you have a credit card or CBT authorization voucher, you
can register for the GRE over the phone. This is by far the
fastest way. In the United States, American Samoa, Guam,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and Canada, contact
the Sylvan Candidate Services Call Center at 1-800-GRE-
CALL (1-800-473-2255). You can also register by calling
your local test center directly. If you plan to take.the

GRE when abroad, contact the appropriate international
Regional Registration Center, also listed on-line at
www.gre.org as well as in the Registration and

Information Bulletin.

You can also register by mail to take the GRE. Simply
complete the Computer-Based Test Authorization Voucher
request located in the center of the Registration and
Information Bulletin. Then mail the completed form and a

check or money order for the appropriate fee (currently $99;
$125 for test locations outside the United States and U.S.
territories) to Graduate Record Examinations, Educational
Testing Service, P.O. Box 6020, Princeton, NJ 08541-6020.
You will receive your authorization voucher in two to three
weeks and can then call Sylvan Candidate Services to
schedule your test date.

Your college counseling office should be able to provide
you with a registration form. If a registration form is not
available at your school, download one on-line at
www.gre.org or request one by mail from Graduate Record
Examinations, Educational Testing Service, CN 6000,
Princeton, NJ 08541-6000.

How and When Are GRE
Scores Reported?

The General Test raw score, the number of correct
answers, is converted to a score on a scale of 200 to 800.
With no correct answers at all, a student would still have a
score of 200. With one or two incorrectly answered ques-
tions, a student could stili have a score of 800. You receive
separate scores (from 200 to 800) on the verbal and quanti-
tative sections. Your score report will include both your
scaled scores and your percentile rank indicating the per-
cent of examinees scoring below your scaled scores on the
General Test.

Your analytical writing score will be the average of the
scores assigned to your essays by two trained readers.
These scores are rounded up to the nearest half-point.
Your combined analytical writing score can vary from 0 to 6,
with 6 the highest score possible.

As soon as you have finished taking the test, the computer
will calculate your unofficial scaled scores for the verbal
and quantitative sections and display them to you on the
screen. Because your essays are sent to trained readers
for holistic scoring, you will not receive a score for the
analytical writing section on the day of the test. You should
receive in the mail an official report containing all three
scores approximately three weeks after the test date.

(If you have chosen to handwrite your essays, you

should allow up to six weeks for the official report to
arrive.)

NOTE: Except in the analytical writing sections, every
question on the GRE is a muftiple-choice question with five
choices—except for the quantitative comparisons, which
have four choices. In this book, the choices are always
labeled A, B, C, D, and E, and these letters are used in the
Answer Keys and the explanations. On an actual GRE,
these letters never appear on the screen. Rather, each
choice is preceded by a blank oval, and you will answer a
question by clicking with the mouse on the oval in front of
your choice.
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GRE Test Format
Verhal Ability

The verbal section consists of 30 questions. These fall into
four types: antonyms, analogies, sentence completions, and
reading comprehension questions. Your academic success
will depend on your verbal abilities, especially your ability to
understand scholarly prose and to work with specialized
and technical vocabulary.

Here is how the 30-question verbal section generally breaks
down:

* 8—10 antonym questions

* 6—8 analogy questions

* 5~7 sentence completion questions

* 6—-10 reading comprehension questions (based on two
to four passages)

Although the amount of time spent on each type of question
varies from person to person, in general, antonyms take the
least time, then analogies, then sentence completions, and,
finally, reading comprehension questions.

Antonym Questions

The antonym questions are the most straightforward vocab-
ulary guestions on the test. You are given a word and must
choose, from the five choices that follow it, the best
antonym (opposite). Some of these words may be totally
unfamiliar to you.

A typical antonym question looks like this:

00:05:10 Verbal Skills

24 of 30

PERFIDY:
preciseness
magnanimity
respect
diplomacy

faithfulness

30000

Clock <

oma

i Need Helpé are

The word perfidy contains the root fid, meaning faith (as in
fidelity). Perfidy means treachery, the betrayal of faith. Its
opposite is faithfulness, the last choice given.

Even if you do not know the meaning of perfidy, if you know
its root, you can guess that its antonym must be either a

BB el b AR i
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word meaning faith or loyalty, or a word opposite in mean-
ing to faith, such as treachery or disloyalty. The only
answer containing such a word is the final answer choice.

See Chapter 4 for antonym testing tactics and practice
exercises that will help you handle these questions, and
Chapter 8 for vocabulary and word-part exercises that will
help you throughout the verbal section.

Analogy Questions

Like antonyms, analogy questions are vocabulary ques-
tions. They test your understanding of the relationships
among words and ideas. You are given one pair of words
and must choose another pair that is related in the same
way. Many relationships are possible. The two terms in the
pair can be synonyms; one term can be a cause, the other
the effect; one can be a tool, the other the worker who uses
the tool.

A typical analogy question looks like this:

00:14:10 16 of 30

>  explore : insight
ép falter : determination
> focus : strength
(-
(-]

kindle : enthusiasm

bore : tedium

i Abandon  Leave Clack &

When energy flags, it weakens or grows less. Likewise
when determination or resolve falters, it weakens or grows
less. The correct answer is the second choice.

See Chapter 5 for analogy question tactics and practice
exercises that will help you handle these questions.

Sentence Completion Questions

In the sentence completion questions you are asked to
choose the best way to complete a sentence from which
one or two words have been omitted. These questions

test a combination of reading comprehension skilis and
vocabulary. You must be able to recognize the logic, style,
and tone of the sentence so that you will be able to choose
the answer that makes sense in context. You must also be
able to recognize differences in usage. The sentences
cover a wide variety of topics from a number of academic
fields. They do not, however, test specific academic knowi-
edge. You may feel more comfortable if you are familiar

TTEEW T T R T 1



8 Introduction/Diagnostic Test

with the topic the sentence is discussing, but you should be
able to handle any of the sentences using your knowledge
of the English language.

Here is a typical sentence completion question.

00:27:20

Verbal Skills

28 of 30

The medical researchers replied to the charge that their proposed
new treatment was by demostrating that it in fact observed
conventional medical practices.

> insignificant

untested
unorthodox
expensive

intricate

009 0

fabandon  Leave Clock

The medical researchers defend their new treatment by
saying it follows accepted, conventional practices. What,

00:07:08

Questions 8to 9

Both societies are territorial: they
occupy a particular home range,
which they defend against intruders.

Likewise, both are cooperative:
members organize themselves into
warking groups that observe a
clearly-defined division of labor. In
addition, members of both groups
can convey to each other a range of
basic emotions and personal
information: animosity, fright, hunger,
rank within a particular caste, and
ability to reproduce. Wilson readily
concedes that, from a specialist's
perspective, such a likeness may at
first appear superficial, even
unscientifically glib.

Nonetheless, in this eminent scholar's
judgment, "it is out of such deliberate
oversimplification that the beginnings
of a general theory are made."

=
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therefore, must have been the critics’ accusation about the
treatment? They must have claimed it was unconventional,
violating accepted practices. The missing word is the third
choice, unorthodox.

See Chapter 6 for sentence completion question tactics and
practice exercises that will help you handle these questions.

Reading Comprehension Questions

Reading comprehension questions test your ability to
understand and interpret what you read. This is probably
the most important ability you will need in graduate school
and afterward.

Although the passages may encompass any subject matter,
you do not need to know anything about the subject dis-
cussed in the passage in order to answer the questions on
that passage. The purpose of the questions is to test your
reading ability, not your knowledge of history, science, liter-
ature, or art.

Here is a typical reading comprehension passage and
question.

Verbal Skills Test

Which of the following statements best
describes the organization of the author's
discussion of the importance of the termite/ :
macaque comparison in the development of a §
unified science of sociobiology?

O He provides an example ot a comparison
and then rejects its implications.

 He concedes that current data are
insufficient and modifies his initial
assertion of their importance.

B (O He acknowledges hypothetical objections

to the comparison, but concludes by
reaffirming its significance.

O He cites critical appraisals of the
comparnison, but refrains from making an
appraisal of his own.

(O He notes an ambiguity in the comparison,
but finally concedes its validity.



The key lines here are the passage’s final sentences. Does
the author acknowledge hypothetical objections to the com-
parison? Definitely. Does the author conclude by reaffirm-
ing the significance of the termite/macaque comparison?
Clearly he does: he concludes by quoting Wilson (whom he
calls an eminent scholar), in doing so giving implicit support
to Wilson’s assertion that such oversimplified comparisons
can provide the basis for an important general theory. The
correct answer is the third choice.

See Chapter 7 for reading comprehension tactics and prac-
tice exercises that will help you handle these questions.

Quantitative Ability

The quantitative section consists of 28 questions:

* 14 quantitative comparison questions

« 10 discrete quantitative questions (another name for
standard multiple-choice questions)

» 4 data interpretation questions

In order to answer these questions, you need to know arith-
metic, some very elementary algebra, and a little geometry.
Most of this material you learned in elementary and middle
school. You do not need to know any advanced mathemat-
ics. The questions are intended to determine if you have a
basic knowledge of elementary mathematics, and if you
have the ability to reason clearly.

If you haven’t done any mathematics in a while, go through
the math review in this book before attempting the Mode!
Tests, and certainly before registering to take the GRE. If
you feel that your math skills are still pretty good, you can
try the Diagnostic Test first, and then read only those sec-
tions of the math review relating to those topics that gave
you trouble.

Quantitative Comparison Questions

Of the 28 mathematics questions on the GRE, half of them
(14) are what is known as quantitative comparisons. It is
very likely that you have not seen such a question since
you were in high school preparing for the SAT |; if you
didn’t have to take the SAT |, it is possible that you have
never even seen a quantitative comparison. Therefore,
read these instructions very carefully.

In these questions there are two quantities, one in Column
A and one in Column B, and it is your job to compare them.
For these problems there are only four possible answers:
The quantity in Column A is greater;
The quantity in Column B is greater;
The two quantities are equal; and
The relationship cannot be determined from the infor-
mation given.

In this book, these four answer choices will be referred
to as A, B, C, and D, respectively. In some of the ques-
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tions, information about the quantities being compared
is centered above the columns. This information must
be taken into consideration when comparing the two
quantities.

In Chapter 12 you will learn severa!l important strategies for
handling quantitative comparisons. For now, let’s look at
three examples to make sure that you understand the con-
cepts involved.

Column A Column B

P+4 |

« Evaluate each column: (3 + 4)* = 72 = 49, whereas
F+4°=9+16 =25

« Since 49 > 25, the quantity in Column A is greater.
The answer is A.

RS | |

Column A Column B
a+b=16
The average (arithmetic 8
mean) of @ and b

at+b

The quantity in Column A is the average of a and b:
Since we are told that a + b = 16, the quantity in Column A
S a42- b_ 176 = 8. So, the quantities in Columns A and B

are equal. The answer is C.

NOTE: We cannot determine the value of either a or b; all
we know is that their sum is 16. Perhaps a = 10 and b = 6,
ora=0and b= 16, 0or a= —4 and b = 20. It doesn’t
matter. The average of 10 and 6 is 8; the average of 0 and
16 is 8; and the average of —4 and 20 is 8. Since a+ bis
16, the average of a and b is 8, all the time, no matter what.
The answer, therefore, is C.

Column A
]

elfa=1, a=1and a° = 1. In this case, the quantities
in the two columns are equal.

Column B

e This means that the answer to this problem cannot be
A or B. Why?

* The answer can be A (or B) only if the quantity in
Column A (or B) is greater all the time. But it isn’t—not
when a = 1.

* So, is the answer C? Maybe. But for the answer to be
C, the quantities would have to be equal all the time.
Are they?

*No.If a=2, a° =8 and & = 4, and in this case the
two quantities are not equal.

* The answer, therefore, is D.
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Discrete Quantitative Questions

Of the 28 mathematics questions on the GRE, 10 are stan-
dard multiple-choice questions, what the ETS calls discrete
quantitative questions. The way to answer such a question
is to do the necessary work, get the solution, and then look
at the five choices to find your answer. In Chapter 11 we
will discuss other techniques for answering these questions,
but for now let’s look at two examples.

Edison High School has 840 students, and the ratio
of the number of students taking Spanish to the
number not taking Spanish is 4:3. How many of the
students take Spanish?

(A)280 (B)360 (C)480 (D)560 (E)630

To solve this problem requires only that you understand
what a ratio is. {gnore the fact that this is a multiple-choice
question. Don'’t even look at the choices.

* Let 4x and 3x be the number of students taking and
not taking Spanish, respectively.

e Then 4x + 3x =840 = 7x = 840 = x = 120.

* The number of students taking Spanish is 4 X 120 =
480.

» Having found the answer to be 480, now fook at the
five choices, see 480 listed as Choice C, click on that
choice, and confirm your answer.

Anather type of multiple-choice question that appears on
the GRE is the Roman numeral-type question. These ques-
tions consist of three statements labeled |, Il, and Ill. The
five answer choices give various possibilities for which of
the statements are true. Here is a typical example.

If x is negative, which of the following rust be true?
Lx*<x?
II. x + 1 <0
X
L x = Vi’

(A)Ionly (B)Ilonly (C)IandII only

(D)l and Il only (E) L, 11, and III

To solve this problem, examine each statement indepen-
dently, and think of it as a true-false question.

« If x is negative, x2is negative, and so must be less
than x%, which is positive. Statement | is true.

« If x is negative, so is lx and the sum of two negative

numbers is negative. Statement Il is true.

* The square root of a number is never negative, and so
could not possibly equal x. Statement 1l is false.

* Only | and Il are true. The answer is C.

Data Interpretation Questions

Four of the questions in the quantitative section are data
interpretation questions. There are always two questions
based on one set of data, and later in the section, two more
questions based on a second set of data. As you might
guess from their name, these questions are based on infor-
mation provided in graphs, tables, or charts. The questions
test your ability to interpret the data that have been provided.
You will either have to do a calculation or make an infer-
ence from the given data. The various types of questions
that could arise will be explored in Chapter 13. Here are
two questions based on one set of data.

Distribution by Rank of the 800 Faculty Members
at Central State University (CSU} in 1990

10%
Associate

Professors 35%
Full Professors

25%
Assistanl
Professors

25%
Adjuncts

5%
Instructors

1. In 1990 how many faculty members did not have
a professorial rank?

(A)200 (B)240 (C)320 (D)400 (E)520

This is a straightforward question that can easily be
answered by looking at the chart and doing a small
calculation.

* In 1990, 30% of the faculty were not professors (5%
were instructors and 25% were adjunct faculty).

* 30% of 800 = .30 X 800 = 240.

2. From 1990 to 2000 the number of faculty
members at CSU increased by 20%. If the total
number of assistant, associate, and full professors
remained the same, and the number of instructors
increased by 50%, how many adjunct faculty
were there in 2000?

(A)240 (B)340 (C)384 (D)480 (E)516

This question is more complicated and requires several
calculations.

* Since the number of faculty members increased by
20%, in 2000 there were 960 people on the faculty
(20% of 800 = 160, and 800 + 160 = 960).

* In 1990, there were 560 professors.
35% + 10% + 25% = 70% and 70% of 800 = 560
So in 2000, there were also 560 professors.



* In 1990, there were 40 instructors (5% of 800 = 40);
since that number increased by 50%, and 50% of 40 is
20, there were 60 instructors in 2000.

* Of the 960 faculty members in 2000, 560 were profes-
sors and 60 were instructors. The remaining 340 were
adjuncts (960 — 560 — 60 = 340).

Analytical Writing

The analytical writing section consists of two tasks:

* Writing an essay presenting your point of view on an
issue of general intellectual concern

* Writing an essay analyzing the line of reasoning in an
argument

You are allotted 45 minutes to complete the issue task and
30 minutes to complete the argument analysis task. There

is no break between the two tasks. You must finish the first
task before you begin the other.

You will find suggestions for tackling both writing tasks in
Chapter 9.

The Issue Task

In this task, you are asked to respond to a particular issue,
clearly presenting your viewpoint on that issue and sup-
porting your position with reasons and examples. This task
is intended to test your ability to write persuasively and
effectively.

At the test center, before you begin the timed portion of
your issue writing assignment, you first will be shown a set
of directions on screen. The directions for the issue task are
straightforward. In essence, they say the following:

Give Your Viewpoint on an Issue
45 Minutes

Choose one of the two following topics and compose an
essay on that topic. You may not write on any other topic.

Each topic is presented as a one- to two-sentence quota-
tion commenting on an issue of general concern. Your
essay may suppon, refute, or qualify the views expressed
in the quotation. Whatever you write, however, must be rel-
evant to the issue under discussion, and you must support
your viewpoint with reasons and examples derived from
your studies and/or experience.

Before you choose a topic, read both topics carefully.
Consider which topic would give you greater scope for writ-
ing an effective, well-argued essay.

Faculty members from various institutions will evaluate your
essay, judging it on the basis of your skill in the following
areas:

* Analysis of the quotation’s implications

¢ Organization and articulation of your ideas

T TT T m 77 T
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* Use of relevant examples and arguments to support
your case

* Handling of the mechanics of standard written English

Once you have decided which topic you prefer, click on
the appropriate icon (Topic 1 or Topic 2) to confirm your
choice. Do not be hasty confirming your choice of topic.
Once you have clicked on a topic, you will not be able to
switch to the alternate choice.

To begin the timed portion of this task, click on the icon
labeled Proceed.

Once you click on Proceed, a second screen will appear.
This screen contains some general words of advice about
how to write an issue essay:

* Think before you write. Plan what you are going to
say.

* Work out your ideas in detail.
* Be coherent.
* | eave yourself enough time to revise.

None of this is rocket science. You already know what you
are supposed to do. The clock is ticking away, so don’t
waste your time reading pro forma advice. Just click on the
Dismiss Directions icon and get to work.

Here are two issue topics modeled on the kinds of topics
found in the GRE’s “Pool of Issue Topics” available on
their web site [www.gre.org/issuetop.html]. Please note
that these are not official GRE issue topics, though they
resemble the official topics closely in subject matter and
form.

“‘A mind is a terrible thing to waste.” No society
can afford to let its exceptionally bright or talented
children go without the training they need to
develop their talents fully.”

“The great artists in any medium—painters, poets,
choreographers, sculptors—are those who create
works of art that the majority of people can
comprehend.”

The Argument Task

In this task, you are asked to critique the line of reasoning
of an argument given in a brief passage, clearly pointing out
that argument’s strengths and weaknesses and supporting
your position with reasons and examples. This task is
intended to test both your ability to evaluate the soundness
of a position and your ability to get your point across to an
academic audience.

Again, before you begin the timed portion of your argument
analysis task, you first will be shown a set of directions on
screen. The directions for the argument task are straight-
forward. In essence, they say the following:
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Evaluate an Argument
30 Minutes

In 30 minutes, prepare a critical analysis of an argument
expressed in a short paragraph. You may not offer an
analysis of any other argument.

As you critique the argument, think about the author's
underlying assumptions. Ask yourself whether any of them
are questionable. Also evaluate any evidence the author
brings up. Ask yourself whether it actually supports the
author’s conclusion.

In your analysis, you may suggest additional kinds of evi-
dence to reinforce the author's argument. You may also
suggest methods to refute the argument, or additional data
that might be useful to you as you assess the soundness of
the argument. You may not, however, present your
personal views on the topic. Your job is to analyze the ele-
ments of an argument, not to support or contradict that
argument.

Faculty members from various institutions will judge your
essay, assessing it on the basis of your skill in the following
areas:

* Jdentification and assessment of the argument’s main
elements

« Organization and articulation of your thoughts

* Use of relevant examples and arguments to support
your case

« Handling of the mechanics of standard written English

Here is an argument topic modeled on the kinds of topics
found in the GRE’s “Pool of Argument Topics” available on
their web site [www.gre.org/argutop.htmi]. Please note that
it is not an official GRE argument topic, though it resembles
the official topics closely in subject matter and form.

The following was written as part of an application for a
parade permit made by a special events production com-
pany in San Francisco.

A televised Christmas parade held in San Francisco
would be a surefire source of profits and publicity
for the city. Currently the only nationally televised
pre-Christmas parade is the New York Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day parade in late November; our
proposed early December Santa Day parade would
both capitalize on the Macy’s parade publicity and
attract shoppers to San Francisco to take advan-
tage of the pre-Christmas sales. San Franciscans
love parades: over 10,000 people attended the

St. Patrick’s Day parade, while last October’s
Halloween parade through the Haight-Ashbury dis-
trict drew at least twice that number. Finally, a
recent marketing survey shows that people who
come to New York to attend the Thanksgiving Day
parade spend over $1,000 that weekend on restau-
rant meals, hotel rooms, and Christmas shopping.
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Test-Taking
Tactics for the
Computer-Based

Before studying the specific tips that will enable you to do
your best on this computer-based test or CBT, briefly
review the key features of the exam:;

¢ A typical CBT consists of 58 multiple-choice questions
in two sections, plus two essay questions.

» The verbal section contains 30 questions: roughly
9 antonyms, 7 analogies, 6 sentence completions,
8 reading comprehension questions. These appear
on screen in no set order: 2 sentence completions may
be followed on screen by 2 antonyms.

* The mathematics section contains 28 questions: 14
are guantitative comparisons, 10 are standard muitiple-
choice questions, and 4 are data interpretation ques-
tions based on tables or graphs.

* Because the CBT you take will be tailored to your
skills, it may vary slightly from the typical test
described above.

* In the multiple-choice sections, you receive more
credit for getting a hard question right than you do for
answering an easy question correctly.

* You cannot skip questions; you must answer the ques-
tion on screen and confirm that you are satisfied with
your answer choice before you can proceed to the
next question.

¢ Once you have confirmed an answer, you cannot go
back and change it.

Starting Right Now

Begin to Familiarize Yourself with
Computer Skills

Use the CD-ROM that accompanies this book to familiarize
yourself with computerized testing.

As you probably know, a mouse is a small electronic device
that enables you to send signals to your PC. It sits on a
mouse pad, its tail (the electric cord that links it to your PC)
pointed away from you. As you move the mouse back and
forth along the surface of the mouse pad, you see a pointer
or arrow moving on the computer screen. There’s a “button”
on the rear surface of the mouse. Click that button to tell
the computer to do something.

Cord

Mouse

13
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Here is an antonym question as it would appear on a com-
puter screen. Right now the arrow is off to one side.

00:25:10 Vel_'bal Skills 24 of 30,

LIST:
be upside down

be upright

(-
(-
&>  siide backward Q
< sway to and fro

L

lie flat

T

£ Need Helps A v, <.

To enter your answer to this question, you must move the
mouse until the arrow touches the oval next to your answer
choice.

00:25:10 Verbal Skills 24 of 30

LIST:
<> be upside down
<> be upright
< slide backward

zFD sway to and fro
e fiat

Once the pointer is on the oval, click the button. Note that
the oval on which you clicked is now black. This means that
the computer has recorded your answer choice.

00:25:10 Verbal Skiils 24 of 30

LIST:
be upside down
be upright

slide backward

sway to and fro

00000

lie flat

Heed Helpp aw v ue” Praceed

If you decide that you prefer a different answer, simply
move the mouse until the arrow is on the appropriate ovai.
Click the button. The new oval is now black, while the old
oval is once more blank.

00:25:10 Verbal Skills 24 of 30

LIST:
be upside down

be upright

(e

-

< slide backward
< swayloand o
(e

lie flat

Once you're sure of your answer choice, before you can go
on to the next question, you have to use the mouse twice
more. First, you have to move the pointer until it's on the
box labeled “Next” at the bottom of the screen. Click the
button. This signals the computer that you want to move on.
Before you can do so, however, you have to confirm that
you really want to do that. Up to this moment, you can still
change your answer. Once you click on the box labeled
“Confirm,” however, the screen will change to show the
next question. You can never go back to change an answer
you have confirmed.

There are six icons at the bottom of a CBT screen, three to
the left and three to the right. They read, in order from left
to right, as follows:

Quit  Exit Time
Test Section

Help Confirm Next
Answer

Because ETS currently refuses to allow other publishers to
duplicate its testing tools, we have had to create alternative
icons for the computer screens that appear on the CD-ROM
accompanying this book. Thus, in place of the CBT icon
“Next,” our screen has the icon “Proceed.” Where the CBT
tells you to “Confirm” your answer, our screen asks, “Are
You Sure?”

Our layout thus reads, from left to right:

Abandon Leave Clock Need Are You
Section Help?  Sure?

Proceed

Do not let these minor differences confuse you. The basic
layout of the screen is identical, and the functions of the
testing tools are the same. Even if our icons don't match
the ones on the CBT exactly, you can depend on what we
say about the appearance of the test.



Scrolling Through a Text

Occasionally, to answer a question you may have to
consider more information than can fit conveniently on a
single computer screen. A 500-word reading passage, for
example, takes up too much room for one screen; so do
certain charts and bar and line graphs.

00:07:08

Questions 810 9

Both societies are territorial: they
occupy a particular home range,
which they defend against intruders.

Likewise, both are cooperative:
members arganize themselves into
working groups that observe a
clearly-defined division of labor. In
addition, members of both groups
can convey 1o each other a range of
basic emotions and personal
information: animosity, fright, hunger,
rank within a particular caste, and
ability to reproduce. Wilson readily
concedes that, from a specialist's
perspective, such a likeness may at
first appear superficial, even
unscientifically glib.

Nonetheless, in this eminent scholar's
judgment, "it is out of such deliberate
oversimplification that the beginnings
of a general theory are made."
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In such cases, a vertical scroll bar will appear along the
right side of that reading passage or chart. It enables you to
control what part of the text you see on screen. Click on the
scroll bar's down arrow, and it will allow you to move down
one line to see the next line of text. Keep on clicking on the
down arrow and you'll scroll down even more. Click on the
up arrow and you'll scroll back up. You can scroll line by

Verbal Skills Test

Which of the following statements best
describes the organization of the author's
discussion of the importance of the termite/
macaque comparison in the development of a
unified science of sociobiology?

( He provides an example ot a comparison
and then rejects its implications.

O He concedes that current data are
insufficient and modifies his initial
assertion of their importance.

O He acknowledges hypothetical abjections
to the comparison, but concludes by
reaffirming its significance.

(D He cites critical appraisals of the
comparison, but refrains from making an
appraisal of his own.

(D He notes an ambiguity in the comparison,
but finally concedes its validity.

Sales and Eamings of
XYZ Corporation 1991-1998

1998 Sales of XYZ Corporation

% Proceed

EARNINGS
{in millions of gollars)

Betoezssl

100

1991 1952 1993 1964 (995 1996 1397 1998
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line; you can also scroll a page at a time. If you hold down
the mouse button on an arrow, you can scroll through the
text quite rapidly.

The small gray status bar at the top of the pane or little
window helps you figure out just where you are in the text.
When you're at the start of the text, it reads “Begin”; when
you're at the end of the text, it reads “End.” When you're in
the middle and can scroll in either direction, it reads “More
Available.”

If you're a rapid reader and are unused to word-processing
programs and other software programs that incorporate
scrolling, you may find the process a bit awkward at first.
Practice on the CD-ROM version of this book until you get
the hang of it. When you take the CBT, you'll have a
chance to work through a tutorial that teaches you how to
scroll. However, you'll have an easier time on the test if you
come in already comfortable with scrolling techniques.

Before the Test

Schedule the test for your best time of day.

When you sign up to take the test on a specific date, you
will be given a choice of time slots. Some people are
morning people; others work well in the midafternoon.
Consider how your energy and alertness levels vary during
the course of a day. Also, consider possible transportation
problems, such as rush hour. With these and other relevant
factors in mind, select the time slot that works best for you.

Allow yourself enough time for the test.
The GRE Bulletin recommends that you aliow 4% hours for

the CBT. There are three scored sections on the test.
These sections range in length from 30 minutes to 75
minutes each; you must also allow time for a ten-minute
break midway through the session, as well as for the
untimed tutorial on computer-based testing. You will also
need up to half an hour for signing in, during which time
you may be photographed and even fingerprinted! If you
sign up to take the GRE at 8:00 a.M., do not make a dentist
appointment for 12:00. You can’t possibly get there on time,
and you'll just spend the last hour of the test worrying about
it.

Look over the test site before the day you are
scheduled to take the test.

Do a practice run out to the test center a week or so before
you take the test. If you're going by car, check out the traffic
patterns. See whether you'll need to allow extra time to get
to the site, and whether you'll be able to find parking easily.
If you'll be using public transportation, figure out how to get
from the bus stop or train station to the test center. Some
testing centers are located in suites in skyscrapers; others,
in storefront locations in the middle of busy malls. Also
learn where the restrooms are, and the nearest place to
buy a quick snack.

Set out your test kit the night before the test.

Avoid sudden panic on the moming of the test. Before you
go to bed, set out everything you will need to take with you
in the morning. For the CBT GRE, you need two forms of
official I.D., at least one of which must include a current
photograph; be sure you have these items in your wallet or
purse. If you need to wear special glasses when you work
at a computer, set them out. Include also your directions
to the site, and your CBT authorization voucher, if you
have been given one. [If, however, you register by phone
for an imminent date and pay via credit card, the Sylvan
Candidate Services Call Center will not send you an
authorization voucher; instead, the scheduler will assign
you a confirmation number by which you can identify
yourself to the test center staff. Have that number with you
on the day of the test.]

Also set out the clothes you plan to wear. Choose comfort-
able, casual clothing. Now is not the time to make a fashion
statement; simplicity, not elegance, should be the order of
the day. Bring along a sweater, however; you can’t do your
best if you’re shivering from the cold.

Don't bother to set out pencils and scratch paper. The test
center will supply you with both. You will not be allowed to
take any “testing aids”—calculators, watches with calculator
functions, pens, rulers, highlighters, books, handheld PCs—
into the testing room.

Get a good night’s sleep.

The way to do your best on any test you ever take is to get
a good night's sleep so you are well rested and alert.

On the Day of the Test

Take as much time as you need to work through the
tutorials that precede the actual test.

The computerized GRE makes you work through four
tutorials:

* How to Use a Mouse

* How to Select an Answer

» How to Use the Testing Tools
* How to Scroll

You can’t skip these tutorials; they’re mandatory, even for
computer majors. They’re also important; every computer
program has its idiosyncrasies, and you need to familiarize
yourself with how to handle this particular computer setup.

Proceed at your own pace and don’t worry about how much
time you're taking. The twenty to thirty minutes you spend
working through the tutorials before you begin testing will
not count against your time for taking the test.



As you work through the tutorials, make sure you know
all the test directions thoroughly.

Once the test begins, any time you have to switch screens
to look up directions or to get help with scroliing is time you
lose from the actual test. The clock keeps on ticking, and,
to maximize your score, you've got to keep on thinking and
clicking. For this reason, be sure you've memorized the
directions for the different question types you’ll face on

the test.

Before you move on from the tutorial section to the
actual test, take a break.

Once you've finished making your rough answer sheet,
don't be in a rush to click and start the test. Raise your
hand to let the proctor know you need assistance, and,
when he or she comes up to your carrel, ask for a restroom
break. You’ll be escorted out of the computer room and
allowed to sign out. You may have spent half an hour or
more mastering the material in the tutorials section, and if
you're new to working with a mouse, you may be a bit tired
or tense. Feel free to wash your face, nibble a quick snhack,
stretch, or do anything else that will relax you before you
move into the test-taking mode. Any time out you take
before the test actually starts is “free”: it doesn't cost you
any of that all important question-answering time.

Once the Test
Has Started

Avoid clicking on the boxes at the bottom left of the
screen.

As you will learn in the tutorial, there are six boxes at the
bottom of the screen, three to the left and three to the right.
They read, in order, from left to right: Quit, Exit, Time, Help,
Confirm, Next. Avoid the ones to the left, especially the two
leftmost ones. If you click on either of those boxes, you're
abandoning ship, quitting either the particular section on
which you're working or the whole test. There is no point in
doing so. Even if you're dissatisfied with your performance
and unwilling to have your scores sent to the graduate
schools you selected, you still can use this test as a prac-
tice session. Don’t bail out midway. Wait. After you've com-
pleted all four sections of the test, you will get a chance to
indicate whether you want to cancel this test or whether you
want to receive a score for your work. Make the decision
then. Even if you decide to cancel your test, you’ll still
benefit from having had the chance to see what specific
questions the computer selected for you. After all, you've
paid more than $100 to take this test. Get your money’s
worth from the experience.

Avoid clicking on the third lefthand box as well, the “Time”
box. This is the “Time” box. If you click on it, the information
line at the top of the computer screen will stop showing the
amount of time remaining in the section on which you're
working. You won't be able to pace yourself effectively,
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and you may completely lose track of how much time you
have left. Why create problems for yourself? Keep away
from those boxes at the bottom left. (If you accidentally
click on the “Time” box and hide the time information
momentarily, don’t panic; just click on the box a second
time to turn the time indicator back on again.)

Keep track of the time.

Your job is to answer correctly as many questions as you
can within the time allowed for that particular section of the
test. Because of the computer-adaptive nature of the test,
you can’t simply skip time-consuming questions or ques-
tions that stump you, and hope to return to them if you have
time left over. To move on to the next question, you must
enter and confirm an answer for the question currently on
your screen. Therefore, whenever you decide it's worth
your while to spend time working through a complicated
question, you've got to keep one eye on the clock to make
sure getting this one answer correct isn't costing you too
much time.

Don’t get bogged down by any one question.

Now more than ever it is important for you to avoid getting
so caught up in figuring out one question that you lose track
of the time. Remember, you can’t move on to the next
question until you've answered the one on screen. If a
question is taking too long, guess at the answer and go on
to the next question. This is not the time to prove that you
can stick to a job no matter how long it takes.

On the other hand, don’t rush.

Since your score will depend on how many correct answers
you give within a definite period of time, speed and accu-
racy both count. Don't fall into the common errors born of
haste. Read all the answer choices, not just some. Make
sure you are answering the question asked and not one it
may have reminded you of or one you thought was going to
be asked. Write down key words like NOT and EXCEPT to
make sure that you do not end up trying to answer the
exact opposite of the question asked.

Don’t be trigger-happy: Think before you click.

Once you get into the swing of things, clicking “Next” to
indicate you’re ready to go on to the next question and
“Confirm” to indicate that you're sure of your answer, watch
out that you don’t start double-clicking automatically. it's all
too easy to fall into a game-playing mode and click twice
before you've thought things through. The CBT is not a
computer game; you don’t win any points here by zapping
the enemy blindly. Take a moment to reconsider each
answer choice. Then move on to the next question, sure
that you've given this one your best shot.

Be especially careful answering questions that
resemble questions you’ve seen before.

In the GRE, the test-makers test and retest the same
concepts. They follow basic patterns, modifying questions
subtly or substantially. Thus, in your CBT, you may come
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across questions that look very much like ones you have
previously seen in published GREs or on www.gre.com,
the GRE web site. You may even come across some that
resemble questions you've just seen on an earlier section
of your test. Don’t assume that you know the answer to a
question because it looks like one you've seen before.
Read the question closely. Don't let subtle shifts in wording
catch you unaware.

Never rush through the first questions of a section.

Remember, your answers to these initial questions have a
greater impact on your score than your answers to the last
few questions of the section do.

Always eliminate as many wrong answers as you can.

Deciding between two choices is easier than deciding
among five. Even if you have to guess, every answer you
eliminate improves your chances of guessing correctly.

Don’t waste time second-guessing yourself.

Once you confirm an answer, that’s it; you no longer have a
chance to change that answer. If, later on in a section, you
suddenly realize you got an earlier question wrong, don't sit

there kicking yourself. Self-reproach is a waste of time.
Remember, the only question you have to worry about is
the one now on screen, so concentrate on it.

Similarly, don’t try to second-guess the computer. There’s

no point in wasting time and energy wondering whether it's
feeding you harder questions or easier ones. Let the com-

puter keep track of how well you're doing. You concentrate
on answering questions and pacing yourself.

Be alert for the five-minute warning.

Toward the end of each section, a brief flash of the clock
will indicate that you have only five minutes left. Even if you
have clicked “Time” to hide the remaining time display, the
time display will come on automatically at this point. Also,
instead of showing just the hours and minutes remaining,
the display will change to show seconds as well.

Don't miss your five-minute warning signal. As you work
through each section, be aware of the clock. When you are
running out of time, eliminate any answer choices you can
and then guess. At that point, even random guessing those
last questions is better than leaving them unanswered.
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This chapter contains a full-length diagnostic test. The
format of the test is identical to the computer-based GRE
that you will take, in that it has exactly the same number of
verbal and quantitative questions that an actual test has.
Within each section, there is also exactly the same break-
down of question types. For example, on the verbal section
there are the same number of analogies and antonyms as
on a real test; in the quantitative section there are four data
interpretation questions and 14 quantitative comparisons.
Directions will appear only the first time a given type of
question is introduced in each test; after that, only the type
of question will appear. What is different, of course, is that
this test is not computer adaptive. If you purchased the
version of this book that contains a CD-ROM, then later in
your preparation, to get a feel for what it is like to take a
computerized GRE, do a model test on the CD-ROM.

After taking the test, score your answers and evaluate your
results, using the self-rating guides provided. (Be sure

also to read the answer explanations for questions you
answered incorrectly and questions you answered correctly
but found difficult.)

You should now be in a position to approach your review
program realistically and allot your time for study. For

example, you should know which topics in mathematics
require review and drill. You should also know which of
your verbal and analytical skills require concentrated
study.

Simulate Test Conditions

To best simulate actual test conditions, find a quiet place to
work. Have a stop watch or a clock handy so that you can
keep perfect track of the time. Go through each section by
answering the questions in the order in which they appear.
If you don’t know the answer to a question, guess (making
an educated guess, if possible) and move on. Do not return
to a question that you were unsure of, and do not go back
to check your work if you have some time left over at the
end of a section. (It isn’t possible to do that on a real GRE.)
Knowing how much time you have for each section and
how many questions there are, try to pace yourself so that
you use all your time and just finish each section in the time
allowed. Do not spend too much time on any one question.
Again, if you get stuck, just guess and go on to the next
question.

19
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DIAGNOSTIC TEST |

SECTION | —VERBAL ABILITY

Time—30 Minutes Select the best answer to the following questions, then fill in
30 Questions the appropriate space on your Answer Sheet.

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions, a word printed in capital letters precedes
five lettered words or phrases. From these five lettered words or phrases, pick the one most
nearly opposite in meaning to the capitalized word.

1. PRODIGAL: 2. ARTIFICE:
(A) nomad (A) edifice
(B) sycophant (B) sincerity
(C) gifted child (C) prejudice
(D) economical person (D) creativity
(E) antagonist (E) affirmation

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion questions contains one or two blanks. These
blanks signify that a word or set of words has been left out. Below each sentence are five words or
sets of words. For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best reflects the sentence’s over-
all meaning.

3. The earth is a planet bathed in light; it is therefore 4. Relatively few politicians willingly forsake center
that many of the living organisms that stage, although a touch of on their
have evolved on the earth have the parts now and again might well increase their
biologically advantageous capacity to trap light popularity with the voting public.
energy. (A) garrulity
(A) anomalous...engendered (B) misanthropy
(B) unsurprising...developed (C) self-effacement
(C) predictable...forfeited (D) self-dramatization
(D) problematic...exhibited (E) self-doubt

(E) expectable...relinquished

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions presents a related pair of words linked by a
colon. Five lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose the lettered pair of words whose
relationship is most like the relationship expressed in the original linked pair.

5. CIRCUITOUS : ROUTE :: 6. HELPFUL : OFFICIOUS ::
(A) problematic : solution (A) dutiful : assiduous
(B) devious : argument (B) effusive : gushing
(C) elliptical : brevity (C) gullible : incredulous
(D) judicious : selection (D) enigmatic : dumbfounded
(E) profound : depth (E) deferential : sycophantic
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1

1

Directions: Each of the following reading comprehension questions is based on the content of the
following passage. Read the passage and then determine the best answer choice for each question.
Base your choice on what this passage states directly or implies, not on any information you may
have gained elsewhere.

Line
(5)

(10)

(15)

20)

(25)

(30)

(35)

James’s first novels used conventional narra-
tive techniques: explicit characterization, action
which related events in distinctly phased sequences,
settings firmly outlined and specifically described.
But this method gradually gave way to a subtler,
more deliberate, more diffuse style of accumula-
tion of minutely discriminated details whose total
significance the reader can grasp only by constant
attention and sensitive inference. His later novels
play down scenes of abrupt and prominent action,
and do not so much offer a succession of sharp
shocks as slow piecemeal additions of perception.
The curtain is not suddenly drawn back from
shrouded things, but is slowly moved away.

Such a technique is suited to James’s essential
subject, which is not human action itself but the
states of mind which produce and are produced
by human actions and interactions. James was
less interested in what characters do, than in the
moral and psychological antecedents, realizations,
and consequences which attend their doings. This
is why he more often speaks of “cases” than of
actions. His stories, therefore, grow more and
more lengthy while the actions they relate grow
simpler and less visible; not because they are
crammed with adventitious and secondary events,
digressive relief, or supernumerary characters, as
overstuffed novels of action are; but because he
presents in such exhaustive detail every nuance of
his situation. Commonly the interest of a novel is
in the variety and excitement of visible actions
building up to a climactic event which will settle
the outward destinies of characters with storybook
promise of permanence. A James novel, however,
possesses its characteristic interest in carrying the
reader through a rich analysis of the mental
adjustments of characters to the realities of their
personal situations as they are slowly revealed to
them through exploration and chance discovery.

7. The passage supplies information for answering

which of the following questions?

(A) Did James originate the so-called psychological
novel?

(B) Is conventional narrative technique strictly
chronological in recounting action?

(C) Can novels lacking overtly dramatic incident
sustain the reader’s interest?

(D) Were James’s later novels more acceptable to
the general public than his earlier ones?

(E) Is James unique in his predilection for explor-
ing psychological nuances of character?

. According to the passage, James’s later novels

differ from his earlier ones in their

(A) preoccupation with specifically described
settings

(B) ever-increasing concision and tautness of plot

(C) levels of moral and psychological complexity

(D) development of rising action to a climax

(E) subordination of psychological exploration to
dramatic effect

. The author’s attitude toward the novel of action

appears to be one of

(A) pointed indignation
(B) detached neutrality
(C) sharp derision

(D) strong partisanship
(E) mild disapprobation




1

Antonyms

10. EQUIVOCATE:
(A) yield
(B) distinguish
(C) condescend
(D) pledge
(E) denounce

11. OPULENCE:
(A) transience
(B) penury
(C) solitude
(D) generosity
(E) transparency

Analogies

12. EPHEMERAL : PERMANENCE :
(A) erratic : predictability
(B) immaculate : cleanliness
(C) commendable : reputation

(D) spurious : emulation
(E) mandatory : obedience

13. NONPLUSSED : BAFFLEMENT ::

(A) discomfited : embarrassment
(B) parsimonious : extravagance
(C) disgruntled : contentment
(D) despicable : contempt

(E) surly : harassment

14. OGLE : OBSERVE ::
(A) haggle : outbid
(B) clamor : dispute
(C) discern : perceive
(D) flaunt : display
(E) glare : glower

mpleti

15. It may be useful to think of character in fiction as a
function of two impulses: the impulse
to individualize and the impulse to

(A) analogous...humanize
(B) disparate...aggrandize
(C) divergent...typify
(D) comparable...delineate
(E) related...moralize
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16. There are any number of theories to explain these
events and, since even the experts disagree, it is
the rest of us in our role as responsible

scholars to dogmatic statements.

(A) paradoxical for...abstain from
(B) arrogant of...compensate with
(C) incumbent on...refrain from
(D) opportune for...quarrel over
(E) appropriate for...issue forth

Reading Comprehension

According to the theory of plate tectonics, the
lithosphere (earth’s relatively hard and solid outer
layer consisting of the crust and part of the under-

Line lying mantle) is divided into a few dozen plates

(5) that vary in size and shape; in general, these
plates move in relation to one another. They
move away from one another at a mid-ocean
ridge, a long chain of sub-oceanic mountains that
forms a boundary between plates. At a mid-ocean

(10) ridge, new lithospheric material in the form of hot
magma pushes up from the earth’s interior. The
injection of this new lithospheric material from
below causes the phenomenon known as sea-floor
spreading.

(15) Given that the earth is not expanding in size to
any appreciable degree, how can “new” litho-
sphere be created at a mid-ocean ridge? For new
lithosphere to come into being in one region, an
equal amount of lithospheric material must be

(20) destroyed somewhere ¢lse. This destruction takes
place at a boundary between plates called a sub-
duction zone. At a subduction zone, one plate is
pushed down under another into the red-hot
mantle, where over a span of millions of years it

(25) is absorbed into the mantle.

In the early 1960’s, well before scientists had
formulated the theory of plate tectonics, Princeton
University professor Harry H. Hess proposed the
concept of sea-floor spreading. Hess’s original

(30) hypothesis described the creation and spread of
ocean floor by means of the upwelling and cool-
ing of magma from the earth’s interior. Hess,
however, did not mention rigid lithospheric
plates. The subsequent discovery that the oceanic

(35) crust contains evidence of periodic reversals of
the earth’s magnetic field helped confirm Hess’s
hypothesis. According to the explanation formu-
lated by Princeton’s F. J. Vine and D. H.
Matthews, whenever magma wells up under a
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(40)
(45)
(50)

(55)

17.

[8.

19.

Introduction/Diagnostic Test

mid-ocean ridge, the ferromagnetic minerals with-
in the magma become magnetized in the direction
of the geomagnetic field. As the magma cools and
hardens into rock, the direction and the polarity of
the geometric field are recorded in the magnetized
volcanic rock. Thus, when reversals of the earth’s
magnetic field occur, as they do at intervals of
from 10,000 to around a million years, they pro-
duce a series of magnetic stripes paralleling the
axis of the rift. Thus, the oceanic crust is like a
magnetic tape recording, but instead of preserving
sounds or visual images, it preserves the history
of earth’s geomagnetic field. The boundaries
between stripes reflect reversals of the magnetic
field; these reversals can be dated independently.
Given this information, geologists can deduce the
rate of sea-floor spreading from the width of the
stripes. (Geologists, however, have yet to solve
the mystery of exactly how the earth’s magnetic
field comes to reverse itself periodically.)

According to the passage, a mid-ocean ridge differs
from a subduction zone in that

(A) it marks the boundary line between neighbor-
ing plates

(B) only the former is located on the ocean floor

(C) itis a site for the emergence of new litho-
spheric material

(D) the former periodically disrupts the earth’s
geomagnetic field

(E) itis involved with lithospheric destruction
rather than lithospheric creation

It can be inferred from the passage that as new
lithospheric material is injected from below

(A) the plates become immobilized in a kind of
gridlock

(B) it is incorporated into an underwater mountain
ridge

(C) the earth’s total mass is altered

(D) it reverses its magnetic polarity

(E) the immediately adjacent plates sink

According to the passage, lithospheric material at
the site of a subduction zone

(A) rises and is polarized

(B) sinks and is reincorporated

(C) slides and is injected

(D) spreads and is absorbed

(E) diverges and is consumed

Antonvims

20.

HONE:

(A) broaden
(B) twist
(C) dull
(D) weld
(E) break

21.

22,

PHLEGMATIC:
(A) dogmatic
(B) ardent

(C) haphazard
(D) self-assured
(E) abstracted

BANALITY:

(A) tentative interpretation
(B) concise summation
(C) accurate delineation
(D) laudatory remark

(E) novel expression

Analogies

23.

24,

THIRST : DRIVE ::

(A) inebriety : excess
(B) success : ambition
(C) indifference : passion
(D) taste : gusto

(E) smell : sense

SKULDUGGERY : SWINDLER ::
(A) surgery : quack

(B) quandary : craven

(C) chicanery : trickster

(D) forgery : speculator

(E) cutlery : butcher

Sentence Completion

25.

26.

According to one optimistic hypothesis, the dense

concentration of entrepreneurs and services in the

cities would incubate new functions,

them, and finally export them to other areas, and so

the cities, forever breeding fresh ideas, would
themselves repeatedly.

(A) immunize...perpetuate
(B) isolate...revitalize
(C) foster...deplete

(D) spawn...imitate

(E) nurture...renew

Manisa animal, and much more so in
his mind than in his body: he may like to go alone
for a walk, but he hates to stand alone in his

(A) gregarious...opinions
(B) conceited...vanity
(C) singular...uniqueness
(D) solitary...thoughts
(E) nomadic...footsteps
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Antonyms

27.

28.

ERUDITE:

(A) unhealthy
(B) ignorant
(C) impolite
(D) indifferent
(E) imprecise

EFFRONTERY:

(A) obscurity
(B) indolence
(C) separation
(D) diffidence
(E) fluctuation

Reading Comprehension

Line

)

10)

(15)

(20)

(25)

The stability that had marked the Iroquois
Confederacy’s generally pro-British position was
shattered with the overthrow of James II in 1688,
the colonial uprisings that followed in
Massachusetts, New York, and Maryland, and the
commencement of King William’s War against
Louis XIV of France. The increasing French
threat to English hegemony in the interior of
North America was signalized by French-led or
French-inspired attacks on the Iroquois and on
outlying colonial settlements in New York and
New England. The high point of the Iroquois
response was the spectacular raid of August 5,
1689, in which the Iroquois virtually wiped out
the French village of Lachine, just outside
Montreal. A counterraid by the French on the
English village of Schenectady in March, 1690,
instilled an appropriate measure of fear among the
English and their Iroquois allies.

The Iroquois position at the end of the war,
which was formalized by treaties made during the
summer of 1701 with the British and the French,
and which was maintained throughout most of the
eighteenth century, was one of “aggressive neu-
trality” between the two competing European
powers. Under the new system the Iroquois ini-
tiated a peace policy toward the “far Indians,”
tightened their contro! over the nearby tribes, and
induced both English and French to support their
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(30) neutrality toward the European powers by appro-

(35)

(40)

(45)

29.

priate gifts and concessions.

By holding the balance of power in the
sparsely settled borderlands between English and
French settlements, and by their willingness to
use their power against one or the other nation if
not appropriately treated, the Iroquois played the
game of European power politics with effective-
ness. The system broke down, however, after the
French became convinced that the Iroquois were
compromising the system in favor of the English
and launched a full-scale attempt to establish
French physical and juridical presence in the
Ohio Valley, the heart of the borderlands long
claimed by the Iroquois. As a consequence of the
ensuing Great War for Empire, in which Iroquois
neutrality was dissolved and European influence
moved closer, the play-off system lost its efficacy
and a system of direct bargaining supplanted it.

The author’s primary purpose in this passage is to

(A) denounce the imperialistic policies of the
French

(B) disprove the charges of barbarism made
against the Indian nations

(C) expose the French government’s exploitation
of the Iroquois balance of power

(D) describe and assess the effect of European

military power on the policy of an Indian
nation

(E) show the inability of the Iroquois to engage in

30.

European-style diplomacy

With which of the following statements would the

author be LEAST likely to agree?
(A) The Iroquois were able to respond effectively

to French acts of aggression.

(B) James II’s removal from the throne caused dis-

sension to break out among the colonies.

(C) The French begrudged the British their alleged

high standing among the Iroquois.

(D) Iroquois negotiations involved playing one

side against the other.

(E) The Iroquois ceased to hold the balance of

power early in the eighteenth century.
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SECTION 2—QUANTITATIVE ABILITY

Time—45 Minutes
28 Questions

In this section use scrap paper to solve
each problem. Then decide which is the
best of the choices given and fill in the
corresponding oval on the Answer Sheet.

Directions: In the following type of question, two quantities appear, one in Column A and one
in Column B. You must compare them. The correct answer to the question is

A if the quantity in Column A is greater
B if the quantity in Column B is greater
C if the two quantities are equal

D it is impossible to determine which quantity is greater

Notes: Sometimes information about one or both of the quantities is centered above the two
columns. If the same symbol appears in both columns, it represents the same thing each time.

Column A Column B

Column B

0<a<b<l

Column A

Va+b

Va+ Vb

The number of
primes between
40 and 50

The number of
primes between
30 and 40

Directions: In the following questions, choose the best answer from the five choices listed.

5. In the figure at the 4

right, what is the
value ofa+ b + ¢?

(A) 210 (B)220
(C) 240 (D)270 ® 7
(E) 280 ?

Of the 200 seniors at Monroe High School, exactly
40 are in the band, 60 are in the orchestra, and 10
are in both. How many students are in neither the
band nor the orchestra?

(A)80 (B)90 (C)100 (D)110 (E) 120

7. Twenty children were sharing equally the cost of

a present for their teacher. When 4 of the children
decided not to contribute, each of the other children
had to pay $1.50 more. How much did the present
cost, in dollars?

(A) 50 (B)80 (C)100 (D)120 (E) 150
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Column A Column B Questions 14-15 refer to the following graphs.
20 10 1993
8. L 10 —l r 20 J Total Exports to Eastern Europe = $98 Billion

There are 250 people lined up outside a theater.
Jack is the 25th person from the front, and Jill
is the 125th person from the front.

59%
European
Union

The number of
people between Jack 100 United
9 and Jill States
Other,
Asia
: soo4l0 2 2 n Former Pacific
10. What is the value of n if 47 X 64° = 16 X 4™? Soviet Republics Other,
(A6 (B)10 (C)12 (D)15 (E)30 Other,  ‘Poroen
Eastern Europe
Column A Column B
1996
A Total Exports to Eastern Europe = $174 Billion
4%
B Eursopean
Union
90 < x < 180
Uz%d
The perimeter nite
Stat
. of AAOB 17 -
. F °
Sovietolglrgs{mlics Otgggi:i‘::s °
Other, Other,
a->b -1 Eastern Europe  Western
c—a Europe
The average
(arithmetic mean) of a 14. Which of the following statements concerning the
bandc
12. value of exports to Eastern Europe from other
Eastern European countries from 1993 to 1996 is
T . the most accurate?
The area of a square ¢ area ot (A) They increased by 2%.
. square whose .
whose sides are 10 diagonals are 15 (B) They increased by 12%.
13. £ (C) They increased by 20%.

(D) They increased by 50%.

(E) They increased by 100%.

15. France is one of the countries in the European
Union. If in 1996 France’s exports to Eastern
Europe were four times those of the United States,
then what percent of the European Union’s exports
to Eastern Europe came from France that year?
(A) 5% (B)8% (C)12.5%

(D) 20% (E) 25%
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Column A Column B 18. Given that x # y and that (x — y)’ = (x +y),
which of the following must be true?
The average (arith- The average (arith- Lx+y=x—y
metic mean) of the metic mean) of the H' y=0
measures of the three measures of the three III. =0
angles of a triangle angles of a triangle '
whose largest angle whose largest angle (A) None (B) I only (C) III only
16 measures 75° measures 105° (D) land Il (E) 1, 11, and I1I
19. Let the lengths of the sides of a triangle be repre-
sented by x + 3, 2x — 3, and 3x — 5. If the
X perimeter of the triangle is 25, what is the length of
v the shortest side?
L xd A)s e )7 M8 (E)10
2y Questions 20-21 refer to the graph below.
L 20. In which presidential election between 1972 to
1996 inclusive, was the percent of votes received
- by the winning candidate the lowest?
In the figure above, all of the line (g) iggg ggg iggg (C) 1988
segments meet to form right angles. (D)
The perimeter of
52
17. the figure

Popular Vote Cast for President
by Major Political Party
Il Democrat
78 Republican
[ ] Other major candidates

Millions of votes
60

‘SNSUaY 8y} JO NeaINg 'S :9IN0S

1972

1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996
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21.

22.

23.

In which year between 1972 and 1996 inclusive
were the greatest number of votes cast for
president?

(A) 1980 (B) 1984 (C) 1988

(D) 1992 (E) 1996

In 1990, twice as many boys as girls at Adams
High School earned varsity letters. From 1990 to
2000 the number of girls earning varsity letters
increased by 25% while the number of boys earn-
ing varsity letters decreased by 25%. What was the
ratio in 2000 of the number of girls to the number
of boys who earned varsity letters?

5 6 1 5 3
(A)'3— (B)g (C)T (D)g (E)g

Column B

Column A

O, P, and Q, which are the centers of the
three circles, all lie on diameter AB.

4 times the area of
the white region

The area of the entire
shaded region

24.

In 1980, Elaine was 8 times as old as Adam,
and Judy was 3 times as old as Adam.
Elaine is 20 years older than Judy.

Adam’s age in 198i| [ 12 J

TTT T

25.
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The three circles have
the same center.
The radii of the
circles are 3, 4, and 5.

The area of the
striped region

The area of the
shaded region

26.

27.

28.

A square and an equilateral triangle each have sides
of length 5. What is the ratio of the area of the
square to the area of the triangle?

4 16 V3
(A) 3 (B) 5 ©) e
) 4\3[3 E) 16;@

Ifx + 2y = aand x — 2y = b, which of the fol-
lowing expressions is equal to xy?

a+b a—-b
wWa BT (©5
a-b a-b
O = ®
E
D C
A B

In the figure above, the area of square ABCD is
100, the area of triangle DEC is 10, and EC =
ED. What is the distance from A to E?

(A) 11 (B)12 (C)V146 (D)13 (E) V244
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SECTION 3——ANALYTICAL WRITING

Time—75 Minutes
2 Writing Tasks

Task 1: Issue Exploration
45 Minutes

Directions: In 45 minutes, choose one of the two following topics and compose an essay on that
topic. You may not write on any other topic. Write your essay on separate sheets of paper.

Each topic is presented in a one- to two-sentence quotation commenting on an issue of general con-
cern. Your essay may support, refute, or qualify the views expressed in the quotation. Whatever
you write, however, must be relevant to the issue under discussion, and you must support your
viewpoint with reasons and examples derived from your studies and/or experience.

Before you choose a topic, read both topics carefully. Consider which topic would give you greater
scope for writing an effective, well-argued essay.

Faculty members from various institutions will evaluate your essay, judging it on the basis of your
skill in the following areas.

* Analysis of the quotation’s implications

¢ Organization and articulation of your ideas

* Use of relevant examples and arguments to support your case
* Handling of the mechanics of standard written English

Once you have decided which topic you prefer, click on the appropriate icon (Topic 1 or Topic 2)
to confirm your choice. Do not be hasty confirming your choice of topic. Once you have clicked on
a topic, you will not be able to switch to the alternate choice.

Topic 1

“We venerate loyalty—to our schools, employers, institutions, friends—as a virtue. Loyalty, however,
can be at least as detrimental an influence as it can be a beneficial one.”

Topic 2

“A person who does not thoroughly comprehend the technical side of a craft is incapable of judging it.”
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Task 2: Argument Analysis
30 Minutes

Directions: In 30 minutes, prepare a critical analysis of an argument expressed in a short para-
graph. You may not offer an analysis of any other argument. Write your essay on separate sheets
of paper.

As you critique the argument, think about the author’s underlying assumptions. Ask yourself
whether any of them are questionable. Also evaluate any evidence the author brings up. Ask your-
self whether it actually supports the author’s conclusion.

In your analysis, you may suggest additional kinds of evidence to reinforce the author’s argument.
You may also suggest methods to refute the argument, or additional data that might be useful to
you as you assess the soundness of the argument. You may not, however, present your personal
views on the topic. Your job is to analyze the elements of an argument, not to support or contradict
that argument.

Faculty members from various institutions will judge your essay, assessing it on the basis of your
skill in the following areas:

¢ Identification and assessment of the argument’s main elements
¢ Organization and articulation of your thoughts

* Use of relevant examples and arguments to support your case
¢ Handling of the mechanics of standard written English

The following appeared in an editorial in the Bayside Sentinel.

“Bayside citizens need to consider raising local taxes if they want to see improvements in the
Bayside School District. Test scores, graduation and college admission rates, and a number of other
indicators have long made it clear that the Bayside School District is doing a poor job educating
our youth. Our schools look run down. Windows are broken, bathrooms unusable, and classroom
equipment hopelessly out of date. Yet just across the Bay, in New Harbor, school facilities are up-
to-date and in good condition. The difference is money; New Harbor spends twenty-seven percent
more per student than Bayside does, and test scores and other indicators of student performance
are stronger in New Harbor as well.”

T TT T O ST T T T
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Answer Key—Diagnostic Test

Section 1—Verbal Ability

1.D 6. E 1. B
2.B 7.C 12. A
3.B 8.C 13. A
4.C 9. E 14. D
5.B 10.D 15.C

Section 2—Quantitative Ability

Note: The letters in brackets following the Quantitative
Ability answers refer to the sections of Chapter 14 in
which you can find the information you need to answer the
questions. For example, 1. C [E] means that the answer to

1. D [A] 6. D [0] 11. A [JL]
2.C [J] 7.D [G] 12. C [E,C]
3. B [A,B] 8. A [A] 13. B (K]
4. B [A] 9. B [0] 14. E [13]
5. B[1] 10. C [A] 15.C[13]

Section 3—Analytical Writing

There are no “correct answers” to this section.

16.C 21.B 6. A
17.C 22.E 27.B
18. B 23.E 28.D
19.B 24.C 29.D
0.C 25.E 0

guestion 1 is C, and that the solution requires information
found in Section 14-E: Averages. Also, 20. A [13] means
that the answer to question 20 is based on information in
Chapter 13: Data Interpretation.

16. C [EJ] 21. D [13] 26. D [JK]
17. C [K] 22.D [C,D] 27.E [G]
18. C [F] 23.A[L] 28. D [JK]
19. C [G] 24. C [H]
20.D [13] 25. C [L]

Self-Appraisal

Now that you have completed the Diagnostic Test, evaluate
your performance. ldentify your strengths and weaknesses,
and then plan a practical study program based on what you
have discovered.

Use the Answer Key to check your answers. Your raw
score for each section is equal to the number of correct
answers you had. Once you have determined your raw
score for each ability area, use the conversion chart that
follows to get your scaled score. Note that this conversion
chart is provided to give you a very rough estimate of the
GRE score you would achieve if you took the test now with-
out any further preparation. When you take the computer-
based GRE, your scaled score will be determined not only
by the number of questions you answer correctly, but also
by the difficulty level of those questions. The unofficial con-
version chart presented here gives you only an approximate
idea of how raw scores convert into scaled scores.

Use this Diagnostic Test to identify areas you may be weak
in. You may find that you had trouble with a particular ques-
tion type (for example, you didn’t do well on the analogy
questions in the verbal section), or with particular subject
matter (for example, you didn’t do well on any geometry
questions, whether they were quantitative comparisons

or discrete quantitative). Determining what you need to
concentrate on will help you plan an effective study
program.

Remember that, in addition to evaluating your scores and
identifying weak areas, you should read all the answer
explanations for questions you answered incorrectly, ques-
tions you guessed on, and questions you answered cor-
rectly but found difficult. Reviewing the answer explanations
will help you understand concepts and strategies, and may
point out shortcuts.
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Scaled Scores
Raw Score Verbal Score Quantitative Score
30 800
28 760 800
27 720 770
24 650 700
21 590 630
18 500 560
15 450 500
12 390 430
9 310 350
6 240 270
3 200 200

Answer Explanations
Section 1—Verbal Ability

1.

D.

T

The opposite of a prodigal (spendthrift;
extravagant person) is an economical person.
Beware eye-catchers. Choice C is incorrect. A
prodigal is not a prodigy (wonder; gifted per-
son). Think of “a prodigal squandering his
wealth.”

The opposite of artifice (trickery; guile) is sin-
cerity. Think of being “tricked by her skillful
artifice.”

Given the ubiquity of light, it is unsurprising
that creatures have developed the biologically
helpful ability to make use of light energy.
Note the use of therefore indicating that the
omitted portion of the sentence supports or
continues a thought developed elsewhere in
the sentence.

The politicians do not forsake center stage.
However, if they did forsake center stage once
in a while, the public might like them better
for their self-effacement (withdrawal from
attention).

5.

B.

By definition, a route that is circuitous
follows an indirect course. Likewise, an
argument that is devious follows an indirect
course. (Defining Characteristic)

To be officious (meddlesome) is to be helpful
in an excessive, offensive manner. To be
sycophantic (fawning, obsequious) is to be
deferential (respectful) in an excessive, offen-
sive manner. (Manner)

The author states that the later novels of
James play down prominent action. Thus they
lack overtly dramatic incident. However, the
author goes on to state that James’s novels do
possess interest; they carry the reader through
“a rich analysis of the mental adjustments of
the characters to the realities of their personal
situations.” It is this implicitly dramatic psy-
chological revelation that sustains the reader’s
interest.

Question A is unanswerable on the basis of
the passage. It is evident that James wrote
psychological novels; it is nowhere stated that
he originated the genre.

Question B is unanswerable on the basis of the
passage. Although conventional narrative
technique relates “events in distinctly phased
sequences,” clearly separating them, it does
not necessarily recount action in strictly
chronological order.
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10.

11.
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Question D is unanswerable on the basis of
the passage. The passage does not deal with
the general public’s reaction to James.
Question E is unanswerable on the basis of
the passage. The passage talks of qualities in
James as a novelist in terms of their being
characteristic, not in terms of their making
him unique.

While the stories themselves grow simpler,
their moral and psychological aspects become
increasingly complex. Choice A is incorrect.
The passage mentions the specific description
of settings as characteristic of James’s early,
conventional novels, not of his later works.
Choice B is incorrect. In his later novels
James grew less concerned with plot and more
concerned with psychological revelation.
Choice D is incorrect. The “excitement of vis-
ible actions building up to a climactic event”
(lines 31-32) is characteristic of the common
novel, not of the Jamesian psychological
novel.

Choice E is incorrect. The later novels tend
instead to subordinate dramatic effect to psy-
chological exploration and revelation.

The author refers to novels of action as “over-
stuffed” and describes them as “crammed with
adventitious events”—events that are not
inherent in the situation, but that are added,
possibly irrelevantly, to the general story.
However, these comments are merely made in
passing: the author is not launching an attack
against the novel of action. Thus, his attitude
is best described as one of mild disapproba-
tion or disapproval.

Choice A is incorrect. The author is not point-
edly indignant or deeply resentful in tone. He
is merely making mildly critical remarks in
passing.

Choice B is incorrect. The author does make
passing comments that disparage the novel of
action. He is not wholly neutral on the topic.
Choice C is incorrect. While the author does
disparage the novel of action, he does not
ridicule or deride it sharply.

Choice D is incorrect. The author is certainly
not a strong partisan or advocate of the novel
of action.

The opposite of to equivocate (avoid commit-
ting oneself in what one says) is to pledge
(bind or commit oneself solemnly).

Think of politicians “hedging and
equivocating.”

The opposite of opulence (wealth; affluence)
is penury or extreme poverty.
Think of “luxurious opulence.”

13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

A.

Something ephemeral (fleeting; transient)
lacks permanence. Something erratic (unpre-
dictable) lacks predictability.

(Antonym Variant)

To be nonplussed (totally at a loss) is to
exhibit bafflement (perplexity). To be dis-
comfited (abashed; disconcerted) is to exhibit
embarrassment.
Beware eye-catchers. Choice D is incorrect.
To be despicable is to be worthy of
contempt; it is not to exhibit contempt.
(Synonym Variant)

To ogle is to observe or look at someone
provocatively (in an attention-getting manner).
To flaunt is to display or show off something
provocatively (in an attention-getting manner).
(Manner)

You are dealing with either similar or contra-
dictory impulses. If the impulses are similar
(that is, analogous, comparable, or related,
the second missing word should be a synonym
or near-synonym for individualize. If the
impulses are contradictory (that is, disparate or
divergent), the second missing word should be
an antonym or near-antonym for individualize.
In this case, the latter holds true. The impulses
are divergent, they are the impulse to individu-
alize and the contradictory impulse to typify
(treat characters as representatives of a type).

In a case in which experts disagree, it is
incumbent on responsible scholars (that is,
falls upon them as a scholarly duty or obliga-
tion) to refrain from making statements that
are dogmatic or excessively assertive and
arbitrary about the issue.

The subduction zone is the site of the destruc-
tion or consumption of existing lithospheric
material. In contrast, the mid-ocean ridge is
the site of the creation or emergence of new
lithospheric material.

Choice A is incorrect. Both mid-ocean ridges
and subduction zones are boundaries between
plates.

Choice B is incorrect. Both are located on the
ocean floor.

Choice D is incorrect. It is unsupported by the
passage.

Choice E is incorrect. The reverse is true.

Choice B is correct. You are told that the new
lithospheric material is injected into a mid-
ocean ridge, a suboceanic mountain range.
This new material does not disappear; it is
added to the material already there. Thus, it is
incorporated into the existing mid-ocean
ridge.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Choice A is incorrect. “In general the plates
are in motion with respect to one another.”
Nothing suggests that they become immobi-
lized; indeed, they are said to diverge from the
ridge, sliding as they diverge.

Choice C is incorrect. The passage specifically
denies it. (“The size of the earth is essentially
constant.”)

Choice D is incorrect. It is the earth itself
whose magnetic field reverses. Nothing in the
passage suggests the new lithospheric material
has any such potential.

Choice E is incorrect. At a mid-ocean ridge,
the site at which new lithospheric material is
injected from below, the plates diverge; they
do not sink. (They sink, one plate diving under
another, at a subduction zone.)

Line 23 states that one plate is pushed under
another and is reincorporated or absorbed into
the mantle.

Choice A is incorrect. Lithospheric material
rises at mid-ocean ridges, not at subduction
zones.

Choice C is incorrect. New lithospheric mater-
ial is injected at a mid-ocean ridge.

Choice D is incorrect. The injection of new
lithospheric material causes sea-floor spread-
ing around the mid-ocean ridge.

Choice E is incorrect. The lithospheric plates
are described as diverging from a mid-ocean
ridge, not from a subduction zone.

The opposite of to hone or sharpen is to dull
(make blunt).
Think of “honing a razor.”

The opposite of phlegmatic (stolid; undemon-
strative) is ardent (passionate; eager).
Think of “phlegmatic and uncaring.”

The opposite of a banality (commonplace;
trite or overused expression) is a novel
expression.

Think of “the banality of a greeting card
rhyme.”

Thirst is a specific example of a drive (state
of instinctual need). Smell is a specific exam-
ple of a sense. (Class and Member)

Skulduggery or dishonest, unscrupulous behav-
ior is the mark of the swindler. Chicanery or
trickery is the mark of the trickster.

(Defining Characteristic)

After incubating the new functions, the next
step would be to nurture or foster their
growth until they were ready to be sent out

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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into the world. Their departure, however,
would not diminish the cities, for by continu-
ing to breed fresh ideas the cities would renew
themselves.

Note the metaphoric usage of incubate and
breed that influences the writer’s choice of
words. Cities do not literally incubate busi-
nesses or breed ideas; they only do so
figuratively.

Man is gregarious or sociable. However, he is
more in need of mental companionship than of
physical companionship. The writer plays on
words in his conceit that a man may like to go
alone for a walk but hates to stand alone in his
opinions.

The opposite of erudite (scholarly; learned) is
ignorant. Think of “an erudite scholar.”

The opposite of effrontery (shameless bold-
ness) is diffidence (tentativeness; timidity).
Think of “shocking effrontery.”

The opening sentence describes the shattering
of the Iroquois leadership’s pro-British policy.
The remainder of the passage describes how
Iroquois policy changed to reflect changes in
European military goals.

Choice A is incorrect. The passage is exposi-
tory, not accusatory.

Choice B is incorrect. Nothing in the passage
suggests that such charges were made against
the Iroquois.

Choice C is incorrect. It is unsupported by the
passage.

Choice E is incorrect. The passage demon-
strates the Iroquois were able to play
European power politics.

Remember, when asked to find the main idea,
be sure to check the opening and summary
sentences of each paragraph.

Lines 20-31 indicate that in the early 1700s
and through most of the eighteenth century the
[roquois did hold the balance of power.
Therefore, Choice E is the correct answer.
Choice A is incorrect. The raid on Lachine
was an effective response to French aggres-
sion, as was the Iroquois-enforced policy of
aggressive neutrality.

Choice B is incorrect. James II’s overthrow
was followed by colonial uprisings.

Choice C is incorrect. In response to the
Iroquois leaders’ supposed favoring of the
British (lines 38—44), the French went to war.
Choice D is incorrect. This sums up the policy
of aggressive neutrality.

T TR T T T



38 Introduction/Diagnostic Test

Section 2—Quantitative Ability

Two asterisks (**) indicate an alternative method of
solving.

1. D. Use the laws of exponents.
Column A is a*a’ = @’.
Column B is (a*)* = d°.
If a = 1, the columns are equal; but ifa = 2,
Column A is much greater. Neither column is
always greater, and the two columns are not
always equal (D).

2. C. Since the measure of S
an exterior angle of a b
triangle is equal to the fo NG
sum of the measures of
the two opposite interior angles [KEY
FACT J2],
c=a+b=a+b—-c=0.
The columns are equal (C).
**Use TACTIC 13-1: plug in easy-to-use
numbers. If a = 60 and b = 70, then
d =50= ¢ =130,and 60 + 70 — 130 = 0.

3. B. Column A Column B
Va+b Va+ Vb

Since the quantities a+ b a+2Vab+b
in each column are

positive, we can

square them

[TACTIC 3,
Chapter 12].
Subtracta + b from 0 2Vab

each column

Since a and b are positive, 2V ab is positive.
Column B is greater.

4. B. There are three primes between 40 and 50: 41,
43, and 47, but only two primes between 30
and 40: 31 and 37. Note: remember that other
than 2 and 5 every prime ends in 1, 3, 7, or 9,
so those are the only numbers you need to
check.

5. B. The unmarked angle opposite the 60° angle
also measures 60° [KEY FACT 14], and the
sum of the measures of all six angles in the
diagram is 360° [KEY FACT I3]. So,

360=a+b+c+20+60+60
=a+ b+ c+ 140.

Subtracting 140 from each side, we get that
a+ b+c¢=220.

10.

11.

12.

Draw a Venn dia-

. Band Orchestra
gram. Since 10
seniors are in both
band and orchestra,
30 are in band only
and 50 are in 110

orchestra only.
Therefore, 10 +
30 + 50 = 90 seniors are in at least one
group, and the remaining 110 are in neither.

Let x be the amount in dollars that each of
the 20 children were going to contribute; then
20x represents the cost of the present. When
4 children dropped out, the remaining 16
each had to pay (x + 1.50) dollars. So,

16(x + 1.5) = 20x = 16x + 24 =20x =

24 = 4x = x = 6, and so the cost of the
present was 20 X 6 = 120 dollars.

**Since each of the 16 remaining children
had to pay an extra $1.50, the extra payments
totaled 16 X $1.50 = $24. This is the amount
that would have been paid by the 4 children
who dropped out, so each of the 4 would have
paid $6. The cost of the gift was 20 X $6 =
$120.

Column A Column B

Rewrite 20" 10°  20"°=(2 x 10)"
Use a law of 10%° 2% % 10"
exponents.

Divide each 10" 210

column by 10"

Column A is much greater.

From the 124 people in front of Jill, remove
Jack plus the 24 people in front of Jack:
124 — 25 = 99. Column B is greater.

410 X 642:410 X (43)2:410 X 462416-
Also, 162 X 4" = (4%) X 4" = 4* X 4" = 4*",
So,4'°=4""and 16 =4 +n. Thenn = 12.

Since OA and OB are radii, they are each
equal to 5. With no restrictions on x, chord
AB could be any positive number less than 10
(the length of a diameter). If x were 90, AB
would be \/%; since x > 90, AB > \/JS_O >17.
Therefore, the perimeter of AAOB is greater
than 5 + 5 + 7=17. Column A is greater.

a-b

c—a

=l=a-b=c—a=2a=

btc=a= —b% . The columns are equal (C).

**Use TACTIC G2. Since you have an equa-
tion with three variables, choose values for
two of them and find the third. Let a =2 and

b=1. Then 2_; =1 = ¢ =3. The average
c—~
of b and ¢ is 2, which equals a.




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

If the side of a square is 10, its diagonal is
10V2 = 14 [KEY FACTS I8 and J9]. So the
square in Column B is larger.

**The area of the square in Column A is

102 = 100. The area of the square in Column B

is %(152) = %(225) =112.5.

Exports to Eastern Europe from other Eastern
European countries increased from $9.8
billion (10% of $98 billion) to $20.88 billion
(12% of $174 billion)—an increase of slightly
more than 100%.

If France’s exports to Eastern Europe were
four times those of the United States, than
France accounted for 8% of the total exports.

Since 8% is _flf of 64%, France accounted for
%or 12.5% of the exports from the European

Union.

The average of the measures of the three
angles of any triangle is 180° + 3 = 60°. The
columns are equal (C).

Ignore the x’s and the y’s. In any “staircase”
the perimeter is just twice the sum of the
height and the length. So the perimeter is
2(12 + 14) = 2(26) = 52. The columns are
equal (C).

Expand both binomial squares:

@+y)P=G-y’=
Py +y = -2y +y =
2xy=-2xy=>4xy=0=xy=0.

So I is true. Since xy = 0, either x = 0 or

y = 0 (possibly both), but neither one must be
0. Since x =0 and y = | is a solution, both I
and 11 are false. Only statement [II is true.

Set up the equation:
x+H+2x-3)+Bx-5)=25

Collect like terms: 6x-5=25
Add 5 to each side: 6x =30
Divide each side by 6: x=35

Plugging in 5 for x, we get that the lengths of
the sides are 8, 7, and 10. The length of the
shortest side is 7.

20. D.

21.

22.

23,

24.

25.

D.
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In each election with only two candidates, the
candidate who received the greater number of
votes, received more than 50% of them. In
1972 and 1980 the number of votes received
by other major candidates was far less than
and in 1996 that number was approximately
equal to, the difference between the number
of votes received by the Republican and the
Democrat. Therefore, the percent of votes won
by the winner was greater than or approxi-
mately equal to 50%. In 1992, however, the
sum of the number of votes received by the
Republican and the other major candidate
greatly exceeded that of the Democratic win-
ner. Consequently, the winner had fewer than
50% of the votes.

It is easy to see that 1992 was the only year in
which the total number of votes cast for presi-
dent exceeded 100 million.

Use TACTIC 3, Chapter 12: pick easy-to-use
numbers. Assume that in 1990 there were 200
boys and 100 girls who earned varsity letters.
Then in 2000, there were 150 boys and 125
girls. So, the ratio of girls to boys was

125:150 = 5:6 or %

Pick a simple number for the radius of circle
(J—say, 1. Then the radius of circle Pis 2,
and the radius of circle O is 4. The area of the
large shaded region is the area of circle O
minus the area of circle P; 16m — 41 = 127
The small shaded region is just circle Q,
whose area is 7. Then, the total shaded area is
12n+ = 13m.

The white area is the area of circle P minus
the area of circle Q: 4n — = 3n. The area of
the shaded region is more than 4 times the
area of the white region. Column A is greater.

Let x = Adam’s age in 1980. Then, in 1980,
Judy’s age was 3x and Elaine’s age was 8x.
Since Elaine is 20 years older than Judy,
8x=3x+20 = 5x =20 = x = 4. Therefore,
in 1988, Adam was 4 + 8 = 12. The columns
are equal (C).

The area of the shaded region is the area of
the large circle, 251, minus the area of the
middle circle, 16m: 251 - 161 = 9. The
striped region is just a circle of radius 3. Its
area is also 9m. The columns are equal (C).
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26. D. Since you need a ratio, the length of the side
is irrelevant. The area of a square is s° and the
/3

[KEY

4

area of an equilateral triangle is 2
FACT Ji5]. Then the ratio is
s+ $V3 =5 X 24 =i=fﬁ.

4 V3 OV33

Of course, you could have used any number

instead of s, and if you forgot the formula for
the area of an equilateral triangle, you could

have used A = —21—bh.

27. E. The casiest way to solve this is to use TAC-
TIC 2, Chapter 11. Letx =2 and y = 1.
Then xy =2, a=4 and b = 0. Now, plug in
4 for a and 0 for b and see which of the
five choices is equal to 2. Only E works:
a-b _ 4£-0 16 _y

8 8 8 '
**Here is the correct algebraic solution.

Add the two equations: x+2y=a
+x—2y=b
2x=a+b
Divide by 2: x= ”;b
Multiply the second x+2y=a
equation by -1 and +-x+2y=-b
add it to the first: S —
4y=a—b
Divide by 4: y=2 ; b
a+b a-b_do-V
Th = - = X
nxr=T 4 8

This is the type of algebra you want to avoid.

28. D. Draw in segment EXY | AB. Then
XY =10 since it is the same length as a side
of the

E
/1
D /]X C
/|
|
|
|

/
/
/
/

Y

square. £X is the height of AECD, whose
base is 10 and whose area is 10, so

EX=2 [—;—bh - %(10)(2) = 10], and EY = 12.

Since AECD is isosceles, DX = 5, so
AY =5, Finally, recognize AAYE as a
5-12-13 right triangle, or use the Pythagorean
theorem to find the hypotenuse, A E, of the
triangle:

(AEY =57+ 122 =25 + 144 = 169,
so AE=13.

Section 3—Analytical Writing

There are no “correct answers” to this section.
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PART TWO

Verbal Ability: Tactics,
Review, and Practice




Antonym
Questions

B Testing Tactics

B Practice Exercises

Bl Answer Key

These are the antonym directions you will find on the GRE:
“Each question below consists of a word printed in capital
letters, followed by five lettered words or phrases. Choose
the lettered word or phrase that is most nearly opposite in
meaning to the word in capital letters.”

Your task in answering antonym questions is straight-
forward: You are given a word and must choose, from the

Testing Tactics

% Think of a Context for the
Capitalized Word

Take a quick look at the word in capital letters. If you don’t
recollect its meaning right away, try to think of a phrase or
sentence in which you have heard it used. The context may
help you come up with the word’s meaning. For example:

MAGNIFY:

(A) forgive

(B) comprehend
(C) extract

(D) diminish
(E) electrify

The term "magnifying glass” should immediately come to
mind. A magnifying glass enlarges things. The opposite of
enlarging something is to make it smaller or diminish it. The
answer is Choice D.

T r mw " AT T T T

five choices that follow it, the best antonym (opposite).
Often the first question or two on your verbal section will be
an antonym question. Remember, the earliest questions
you face on the GRE weigh more heavily than the final
ones you answer. Take the time you need to answer these
early questions correctly.

Now apply this tactic to a slightly more difficult question.

ABERRANT:
(A) exact
(B) simple
(C) causative
(D) ordinary
(E) pleasant

What phrase comes to your mind? “Aberrant behavior.”
“Aberrant data.” In both cases you should have an impres-
sion of something deviating from what is expected, an
impression of something unusual or abnormal. Aberrant
behavior is odd or extraordinary; aberrant, therefore, is an
antonym for ordinary. The correct answer is Choice D.

TR AR T Y I
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% Before You Look at the Chaices,

Think of Antonyms for the
Capitalized Word

Suppose your word is industrious, hard-working. What
opposites come to your mind? You might come up with
lazy, idle, siothful, inactive—all words that mean lacking
industry and energy.

Now look at the choices:

INDUSTRIOUS:
(A) stupid

(B) harsh

(C) indolent
(D) complex
(E) inexpensive

Lazy, idle, and slothful all are synonyms for indolent. Your
correct answer is Choice C.

This tactic will help you even when you have to deal with
unfamiliar words among your answer choices. Suppose you
do not know the meaning of the word indolent. You know
that one antonym for your key word industrious is lazy.
Therefore, you know that you are looking for a word that
means the same as /azy. At this point you can go through
the answer choices eliminating answers that don’t work.
Does stupid mean the same as /azy? No, smart people can

Read All the Choices Before
You Decide Which Is Best

On the GRE you are working under time pressure. You may
be tempted to mark down the first answer that feels right
and ignore the other choices given. Don’t do it. Consider
each answer. Only in this way can you be sure to distin-
guish between two possible answers and come up with the
best answer for the question.

Words have shades of meaning. In matching a word with its
opposite, you must pay attention to these shades of mean-
ing. Try this example to see how this tactic works.

UNRULY:
(A) immobile
(B) engaging
(C) merciful
(D) tractable
(E) indifferent

Suppose you have only a vague sense of the meaning of
unruly. You associate it with such vaguely negative terms
as wild, disagreeable, bad. For this reason, you stop short
when you come to Choice C. Reasoning that someone wild
and disagreeable is not compassionate or merciful, you
look no further and mark down Choice C.

be lazy, too. Does harsh mean the same as /azy? No,
harsh means cruel or rough. Does indolent mean the same
as lazy? You don’t know; you should check the other
choices and then come back. Does complex mean the
same as /azy? No, complex means complicated or intricate.
Does inexpensive mean the same as lazy? No. So what is
left? Indolent. Once again, your correct answer is Choice C.

See how you do when you apply this tactic to a new
question.

TACITURNITY:
(A) arrogance
(B) intolerance
(C) belligerence
(D) inconstancy
(E) loquacity

Taciturnity is the quality of being uncommunicative. n think-
ing of possible antonyms for taciturnity, you may have
come up with words like talkativeness, wordiness, and gar-
rulity, words signifying excessiveness of speech.
Talkativeness, wordiness, and garrulity are all synonyms for
foquacity. The correct answer is Choice E.

Choice C, however, is incorrect. True, an unruly person is
wild and hard to manage, even rebellious. Someone who
lacks rebelliousness, however, is not necessarily merciful.
Such a person is easy to manage, compliant, in fact
tractable. The correct answer is Choice D.

Now try a second example to practice this tactic.

BANALITY:

(A) detailed analysis

(B) unrehearsed statement
(C) succinct account

(D) novel expression

(E) faithful description

A banality lacks freshness and originality; something banal
is timeworn and trite. Choice B has an immediate appeal:
something unrehearsed is by definition spontaneous and at
least should seem fresh. However, an unrehearsed state-
ment could be filled with cliches; though spontaneous, it
may well be banal or trite. The best antonym for banality is
Choice D, novel expression.



Look at the Answer Choices
to Determine the Word’s
Part of Speech

Look at the capitalized word. What part of speech is it?
Words often exist in several forms. You may think of run as
a verb, for example, but in the phrases, “a run in her stock-
ing,” and “hit a home run,” runis a noun.

The GRE plays on this confusion in testing your verbal abil-
ity. When you look at a particular capitalized word, you may
not know whether you are dealing with a noun, a verb, or
an adjective. Harbor, for example, is a very common noun;
in “to harbor a fugitive,” to give refuge to a runaway, it is a
much less common verb.

If you suspect that a capitalized word may have more than
one part of speech, don’t worry. Just look at the first couple
of answer choices and see what part of speech they are.
That part of speech will be the capitalized word’s part of
speech.

In GRE Antonym Questions, all the answer choices have
the same part of speech. You can always tell what that part
of speech is by a quick glance at the first answer choice or
two.

See how this tactic works in answering a relatively simple
question.

POLISH:

(A) ruthlessness
(B) honesty
(C) indolence
(D) gaucheness
(E) complexity

as Its Primary Meaning

If none of the answer choices seems right to you, take
another look at the capitalized word. It may have more than
one meaning. The GRE often constructs questions that
make use of secondary, less well-known meanings of
deceptively familiar words. Take, for example, this typical
question.

LIST:

(A) overturn

(B) be upright

(C) lie flat

(D) fall forward

(E) veer from side to side

[ T T

Consider Secondary Meanings
of the Capitalized Word As Well

Antonym Questions 45

Are you dealing with polish the verb or polish the noun?

A quick look at the answers assures you that they are all
nouns. Polish here has nothing to do with rubbing and shin-
ing your silverware. The noun polish means refinement and
culture: The country squire went abroad to acquire polish.
Its opposite is gaucheness or awkwardness. The correct
answer is Choice D.

Now try a second example.

PRECIPITATE:
(A) candid

(B) erratic

(C) cautious
(D) generous
(E) shallow

Is the word in capitals the adjective precipitate (hasty,
impetuous) or the verb precipitate (to expedite or trigger)?

A quick look at the answer choices reveals that it is an
adjective. (The -ic and -ous word endings are common
adjective endings.) Thus, its opposite is cautious or
deliberate, Choice C.

List here has nothing to do with making lists or enumerat-
ing. it has to do with moving. When it fists to starboard, a
ship simply leans to one side or tilts. The best antonym for
this meaning of list is Choice B, be upright.

Try a second, more difficult question involving a less
familiar meaning of a familiar word.

IMPRECISE:
(A) direct

(B) resolute
(C) voluminous
(D) nice

(E) perceptible
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Few examinees tested on this question would answer it
correctly. Why?

The problem lies not in the capitalized word but in the
answer choices. Imprecise means inexact, approximate,
vague. Thus, its antonym means exact and precise. Not
immediately spotting exact or precise among the answer
choices, and looking for a positive term to contrast with
imprecise, some examinees may settle for Choice A, direct.

into Recognizable Parts

When you come upon a totally unfamiliar word, don't give
up. Break it down and see if you recognize any of its parts.
Pay particular attention to prefixes—word parts added to
the beginning of a word—and to roots, the building blocks
of the language.

Look once more at the following question.

Break Down Unfamiliar Words

ABERRANT:
(A) exact
(B) simple
(C) causative
(D) ordinary
(E) pleasant

Suppose you had never seen aberrant hefore. You have
seen dozens of other words beginning with ab-: absent,
abnormal, abduct. Take abduct. What do you do when
you abduct someone? You kidnap him, or steal him away.
Ab- means away.

What about the root, err? To err is to be wrong or to wan-
der, as in wandering from the usual path. Thus, aberrant
means wandering away, straying from what is usual or
normal, and its opposite is of course Choice D, ordinary.

Now try a second example in which this tactic can prove
helpful.

NEOLOGISM:

(A) cordial salutation
(B) brief summary
(C) lengthy diatribe
(D) archaic expression
(E) equivocal remark

In doing so, they fail to consider that words have secondary
meanings. In this case, nice does not mean pleasant or
agreeable, as in enjoying nice weather or being nice to
your baby brother. Instead, it means requiring or marked by
great accuracy, delicacy, and skill, as in making a nice dis-
tinction in an argument or hitting a nice shot in golf. The
correct answer is Choice D.

Neo- means new. Log- means word or speech. A neolo-
gism must have to do with a new sort of word or speech.
Logically, therefore, the opposite of neologism must have to
do with an old sort of word or speech. Only one answer
seems possible: Choice D, archaic expression. Archaic
means antiquated or obsolete. Choice D is correct.

Here is a final example, with word parts coming from
Greek.

SYNCHRONOUS:

(A) not in working order
(B) without problems
(C) out of position

(D) not in phase

(E) without permission

Syn- means together. Chron- means time. Something syn-
chronous must have to do with occurring together in time,
like the synchronous movements of swimmers keeping time
with one another. The antonym for synchronous thus is
Choice D, not in phase.

The word part approach can help you interpret new words
you encounter. However, apply it cautiously. In many words
the roots, prefixes, and suffixes have lost their original
meanings. In others, the same root occurs, but with
markedly differing effects. It would not do to call a philan-
thropist a philanderer, for instance, though both words con-
tain the root for love.

If you find the word part approach appealing, try to spend
some time working with the Basic Word Parts List in
Chapter 8. Remember, however, there is no substitute for
learning the exact meaning of a word as it is used today.
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Sometimes you may be stumped by a word in one form, yet
recognize it easily in another. Take, for example, the word
synchronous in the previous tactic. To most test-takers, the
adjective synchronous is far less familiar than is the verb
synchronize, as in “Synchronize your watches!”

When you confront an unfamiliar word, try replacing its
suffix with a different word ending and see whether this
change jogs your memory. In the case of the noun
assiduity, for example, cut off the noun suffix -ity and
replace it with the adjective suffix -ous. You now have the
word assiduous, as in an assiduous worker. Does that ring
a bell? Assiduous means hardworking; assiduity, therefore,
is a synonym for industriousness or diligence.

Practice this tactic as you answer the following question:

or Negative Connotations

When you are dealing with a partially unfamiliar word, a
word that you cannot define or use in a sentence but that
you know you have seen previously, try to remember in
what sort of context you have seen that word. Did it have
positive connotations, or did it have a negative feel? If you
are certain the capitalized word has positive connotations,
then, since you are looking for its antonym, you know the
correct answer must have negative ones. Thus, you can
eliminate any answer choices that have positive connota-
tions and guess among the answer choices that are nega-
tive in tone.

See how this approach applies in the following example.

LA Il

Change Unfamiliar Words from
One Part of Speech to Another

In Eliminating Answer Choices,
Test Words for Their Positive

I vl BB b < 1 1 JBREUE
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DICHOTOMOUS:
(A) apparent

(B) undivided
(C) atypical

(D) indifferent
(E) abstract

Remove the -ous ending from dichotomous. In its place,
substitute -y. You have the word dichotomy, as in the
dichotomy between Good and Evil, or the dichotomy
between thought and action. A dichotomy is a division or
separation in two parts, often mutually exclusive ones.
Something dichotomous, therefore, is divided; its opposite
is undivided, Choice B.

CHARY:

(A) bold

(B) bright

(C) unsteady
(D) unforgiving
(E) unhappy

You cannot define chary. You would hesitate to use itin a
sentence of your own. And yet, you are sure the word has a
slightly negative feel to it. A person is chary about some-
thing. You have a sense of someone holding back.

Look at the answer choices. Which of them have negative
connotations? Unsteady? Unforgiving? Unhappy? Eliminate
all three. You have narrowed down your choices to bold
and bright, both words that have a positive feel. You are in
an excellent position to guess. As it turns out, chary means
hesitant or reluctant to proceed. lts opposite is Choice A,
bold.
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% Watch Out for Errors Caused
by Eye-Catchers

When you look at answer choices, do you find that certain
ones seem to leap right off the page? These words are
eye-catchers. They look good—but be sure to take a
second look.

Try these next antonym questions to see just how an
eye-catcher works. First, an easy one.

UNDERMINE:
(A) ensnare
(B) overstrain
(C) mollify
(D) terminate
(E) bolster

What's the opposite of under? Over. What's the opposite
of undermine? No, it's not overstrain. Be suspicious of
answers that come too easily. To undermine means to
weaken something or cause it to collapse by removing its
underlying supports. The opposite of to undermine is
Choice E, to bolster or support.

Here’s a more difficult example. See if you can spot the
eye-catcher.

REDOUBTABLE:
(A) unanticipated
(B) unambiguous
(C) unimposing
(D) inescapable
(E) immutable

Few test-takers attempting this question would answer it
correctly. Why? Once more an early answer choice has
been set up to tempt you. In this case, the presence of the
familiar word doubt in the unfamiliar word redoubtable sug-
gests that the word redoubtable has something to do with
uncertainty. You know that ambiguous means uncertain in
meaning. Thus, Choice B, unambiguous, is particularly
appealing here. It is particularly appealing, and it is wrong.

Doubt in redoubtable is used in the sense not of uncertainty
but of fear. A redoubtable foe causes fear; such a person is
awesome or imposing. Someone unimposing causes no
such fear. The correct answer is Choice C.

Practice Exercises

Antonym Exercise A

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions,
a word printed in capital letters precedes five lettered
words or phrases. From these five lettered words or
phrases, pick the one most nearly opposite in meaning to
the capitalized word.

Because some of the questions require you to distin-
guish fine shades of meaning, be sure to consider all the
choices before deciding which one is best.

I. MOURNFUL: (A) informal
(C) private (D) appropriate

(B) sympathetic
(E) joyous

2. SCAD: (A) parsimony (B) allocation
(C) dearth (D) restraint (E) provision

3. GRANDIOSE: (A)docile (B) unlikely to occur
(C) simple and unimposing (D) light in weight
(E) uncommunicative

4. ENTRENCH: (A) defy (B) oust
(C) extinguish (D) squander (E) intercede

5. LACKLUSTER: (A) superficial
(B) courteous  (C) vibrant (D) complex
(E) abundant

6. CENSURE:
(C) enthrall

(A) augment (B) eradicate
(D) commend (E) reform

7. TRANSIENCE: (A) slowness (B) permanence
(C) lack of caution (D) desire for perfection
(E) original nature

8. DESICCATE: (A)lengthen (B) hallow
(C) exonerate (D) saturate (E) anesthetize

9. PROTRUSION: (A) deep recess
(B) strong dislike (C) growing scarcity
(D) illusion (E) chaos

10. ENTICE: (A)repel (B) authorize (C) baffle
(D) misplace (E) diminish

11. ORTHODOXY: (A)renown (B) trepidation
(C) unconventionality (D) inquisitiveness
(E) remoteness



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

SUMPTUOUS: (A)dank (B) frequent
(C) partial (D) restrained (E) open

DISSOLUTION: (A) retribution
(B) compliance (C) futility (D) persuasion
(E) establishment

IRK: (A)pry (B)tinge (C) beguile
(D) convince (E) soothe

LIMBER:
(C) durable

(A) sturdy (B) orderly
(D) stift  (E) gloomy

OBLIQUITY: (A) praise
(B) straightforwardness (C) conformity
(D) self-righteousness (E) depreciation

SLUR:
(C) understatement
(E) commendation

(A) sensitivity  (B) sacrifice
(D) challenge

APOTHEOSIS: (A) departure from tradition
(B) impatience with stupidity

(C) demotion from glory

(D) surrender to impulse

(E) cause for grief

ENERVATE: (A)narrate (B) enrage
(C) accomplish (D) invigorate (E) acquiesce

PARSIMONIOUS: (A) appropriate
(B) generous (C) complete (D) radiant
(E) ongoing

Antonym Exercise B

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions,
a word printed in capital letters precedes five lettered
words or phrases. From these five lettered words or
phrases, pick the one most nearly opposite in meaning
to the capitalized word.

Because some of the questions require you to distin-
guish fine shades of meaning, be sure to consider all the
choices before deciding which one is best.

1.

2.

3.

HEDGE:

(A) act on impulse

(B) refuse to represent

(C) state without qualification
(D) make a foolish comment
(E) establish a connection

ABROGATE:
(C) alleviate

(A) transgress  (B) signify
(D) question (E) ratify

INDUSTRY: (A) cleanliness (B) pragmatism
(C) sloth (D) promptness (E) abasement

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

l6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. CHARY:

. STUPEFY:
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SPUNK: (A) success
(C) growing awareness
(E) loss of prestige

(B) timidity
(D) lack of intelligence

SAGE:
(D) fool

(A) zealot
(E) tyrant

(B) miser (C) braggart

ADMONITION: (A) premonition
(B) hallucination (C) escape (D) commendation
(E) trepidation

(A) lugubrious (B) brash
(C) indifferent (D) graceful (E) scornful

(A)lie (B)bend (C)enliven
(D) talk nonsense (E) consider thoughtfully

COGENT: (A) contemplative (B) unpersuasive
(C) expository (D) stable (E) inconceivable

FICKLE: (A) spotless
(C) welcome (D) urgent

(B) industrious
(E) loyal

COMPLY: (A) simplify (B) strive (C) rebel

(D) unite (E) appreciate

CREDIT: (A) believe false (B) treat as equal
(C) make more difficult (D) underemphasize
(E) forget

STILTED:
(C) secretive

(A) informal (B) verbose
(D) senseless  (E) tentative

UNGAINLY: (A)slender (B) graceful
(C) restrained (D) inaccurate (E) unnoticed

QUIXOTIC:
(C) pragmatic

(A) slow (B) abstemious
(D) benevolent (E) grave

DISPARITY: (A) timidity (B) complacency
(C) bigotry (D) likeness (E) influence

CRITICAL:
(C) silent

(A) unimportant  (B) uncertain
(D) coherent (E) destructive

SOBRIETY:
(C) holiness

(A) influence (B) nonchalance
(D) civility (E) mirth

RESTIVENESS: (A) completeness
(B) conviction (C) concern (D) docility
(E) petulance

HALLOW: (A) keep silence (B) prove incorrect
(C) accuse openly (D) desecrate (E) instigate
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Antonym Exercise C

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions,
a word printed in capital letters precedes five lettered
words or phrases. From these five lettered words or
phrases, pick the one most nearly opposite in meaning
to the capitalized word.

Because some of the questions require you to distin-
guish fine shades of meaning, be sure to consider all the
choices before deciding which one is best.

1. HARBINGER: (A) ascetic (B) miser
(C) counselor (D) follower (E) braggart

2. SPUR: (A) embitter (B) discourage
(C) impress (D) mislead (E) ignore

3. DISJOINTED: (A)responsible (B) connected
(C) implied (D) useful (E) imprecise

4. MEALYMOUTHED: (A) hungry (B) indefinite
(C) tightlipped (D) sincere (E) apathetic

5. PREVARICATE: (A) postulate (B) emphasize
(C) support in theory (D) consider thoughtfully
(E) state truthfully

6. LUMINARY: (A)impostor (B) nonentity
(C) pilgrim (D) braggart (E) mutineer

7. TESTY: (A) erroneous (B)uncommunicative
(C) even-tempered (D) quick-witted
(E) industrious

8. NEFARIOUS: (A) lackadaisical (B) eccentric
(C) exemplary (D) corrigible (E) hypocritical

9. BEGRUDGE: (A) mourn silently
(B) grant freely (C) hunger for
(D) advance rapidly (E) fight back

10. BILK: (A)reduce in size (B) make famous
(C) roughen (D) renovate (E) pay in full

11. COMPOSE: (A) disturb (B) reveal
(C) strengthen (D) isolate (E) prevent

12. OCCLUDE: (A) determine (B) transcend
(C) surround (D) open (E) regulate

13. AMBIGUITY: (A)extent (B) success
(C) clarity (D) normality (E) expression

14. AMELIORATION: (A) prevention
(B) aggravation (C) distraction
(D) indifference (E) dissuasion

15. CAVIL: (A)discern (B) disclose
(C) introduce (D) flatter (E) commend

16. SKEPTICAL: (A) theoretical (B) indifferent
(C) ready to believe (D) eager for change
(E) lost in thought

17. FLEDGLING: (A) experienced person
(B) shy onlooker (C) social outcast
(D) fugitive (E) adversary

18. CRASS: (A) boastful (B) temporary
(C) cheerful (D) refined (E) extensive

19. RECALCITRANT: (A) tractable (B) erratic
(C) intuitive (D) vigorous (E) rambling

20. PROTRACT: (A)defy (B) supplement
(C) postpone (D) shorten (E) design

Antonym Exercise D

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions,
a word printed in capital letters precedes five lettered
words or phrases. From these five lettered words or
phrases, pick the one most nearly opposite in meaning
to the capitalized word.

Because some of the questions require you to distin-
guish fine shades of meaning, be sure to consider all the
choices before deciding which one is best.

1. PRIM: (A)rare (B)careful (C)unnecessary
(D) improper (E) decisive

2. REPUGNANCE: (A) attraction (B) lethargy
(O) blame (D) virtue (E) awe

3. NETTLE: (A) disentangle (B) mollify
(C) magnify (D) muffle (E) recompense

4. REPLETE: (A)unwrinkled (B) devoid
(C) vulgar (D) matchless (E) unsympathetic

5. UNASSUAGED: (A) presumed (B) deceptive
(C) singular (D) faulty (E) soothed

6. PALTRY: (A) munificent (B) improvident
(C) random (D) cautious (E) obsolete

7. CONCLUSIVE: (A) difficult to express
(B) bringing bad luck (C) easy to solve
(D) lacking merit (E) open to question

8. RESOURCEFULNESS: (A) wealth
(B) gratitude (C) melancholy (D) incompetence
(E) frustration

9. DISSUADE: (A)extol (B)exhort
(C) intensify (D) complicate (E) precede

10. SPLENETIC: (A) lackluster (B) heartless
(O) diffident (D) constant (E) cordial



11. VIRULENCE: (A) pallor (B) orderliness
(C) femininity (D) harmlessness (E) cowardice

12. ADHERENT: (A) fugitive (B) dissembler
(C) opponent (D) educator (E) witness

13. OSCILLATE: (A) entreat (B) intensify
(C) remain fixed (D) expand gradually
(E) wither away

14. ASPERITY: (A) gentility (B) superiority
(C) kindness (D) clarity (E) vagueness

15. UNSCATHED: (A) honest (B) gathered
(C) injured (D) cleansed (E) forgiven

16. FETTER: (A) diminish (B) enervate
(C) liberate (D) return  (E) cure

17. AUTONOMY: (A) dependence (B) animation
(C) renown (D) altruism (E) antipathy

18. SLACK: (A)rough (B)active (C) liberal
(D) dependent (E) familiar

19. RECOIL: (A) plunge forward (B) cease firing
(C) skirt an issue (D) facilitate (E) surrender

20. ENCUMBER: (A) disburden (B) perform easily
(C) challenge boldly (D) observe with care
(E) suppress

Antonym Exercise E

Directions: In each of the following antonym questions,
a word printed in capital letters precedes five lettered
words or phrases. From these five lettered words or
phrases, pick the one most nearly opposite in meaning
to the capitalized word.

Because some of the questions require you to distin-
guish fine shades of meaning, be sure to consider all the
choices before deciding which one is best.

1. OPACITY: (A)iridescence (B) firmness
(C) transparence (D) poverty (E) slum

2. PREDILECTION: (A) postponement
(B) afterthought (C) lamentation
(D) reoccurrence (E) aversion

3. SEEDY: (A)elegant (B) intricate (C) tranquil
(D) irregular  (E) slow

4. BOGGLE: (A) disentangle (B) repudiate
(C) ascertain (D) remain unruffled
(E) lack planning
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. HIDEBOUND: (A) strong-willed

(B) open-minded (C) thin-skinned
(D) tenderhearted (E) scatterbrained

CASTIGATE: (A) diminish (B) imitate
(C) compare (D) reward (E) misjudge

. GAMBOL: (A)dodge (B) masquerade

(C) digress (D) plod (E) vex

RAUCOUS: (A) orderly (B) absorbent
(C) mellifluous (D) contentious (E) buoyant

TAPER: (A) emphasize (B) restore
(C) split (D) broaden (E) modify

HIGH-HANDED: (A) dejected (B) reasonable
(C) hard-handed (D) short-handed (E) dynamic

DIMINUTION: (A) measurement
(B) proximity (C) augmentation (D) orderliness
(E) inclination

DISTEND: (A) tell the truth
(B) respond as expected (C) approximate
(D) collect (E) shrink

EMBROIL: (A) disengage (B) remonstrate
(C) refute thoroughly (D) answer hypothetically
(E) consider genuinely

VOUCHSAFE: (A) postpone (B) dissemble
(C) endanger (D) prohibit (E) justify

. JETTISON: (A) salvage (B) decelerate

(C) muffle (D) distract (E) anchor

STOIC: (A)savant (B) herald (C) whiner
(D) victor (E) bystander

GAMELY: (A) fearfully (B) diligently
(C) clumsily (D) gloomily (E) respectfully

CRESTFALLEN: (A) haughty (B) impolite
(C) frivolous (D) tentative (E) rough

DESULTORY: (A) apologetic (B) independent
(O) laudatory (D) questionable (E) methodical

PULCHRITUDE: (A) antipathy
(B) unsightliness  (C) inexperience (D) languor
(E) rancor
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Answer Key
Antonym Exercise A
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Here are the directions for answering analogy questions
that you will find on the GRE: “In the following question, a
related pair of words or phrases is followed by five lettered
pairs of words or phrases. Select the lettered pair that best
expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in the
original pair.”

Analogy questions ask you to determine the relationship
between a pair of words and then recognize a similar or
parallel relationship between a different pair of words. You
are given one pair of words and must choose from the five
answer choices another pair that is related in the same
way. The relationship between the words in the original pair
will always be specific and precise, as will the relationship
between the words in the correct answer pair.

Analogies come from a wide variety of fields. You need to
know that musicians study in conservatories and ministers
in seminaries, that panegyrics praise and elegies lament.
You need to be aware of catalysts and conundrums, augers
and auguries, and know in which contexts these words are
found. You are not, however, dealing with these words in
isolation; you are always dealing with them in relationship
to other words.

Note how a GRE analogy question is set up. First you have
the two capitalized words linked by a symbol. Take a look
at a few examples.

FRESCO : WALL

A fresco is related to a wall. How? By definition, a fresco or
mural painting is painted on a wall.

STAMMER : TALK

Stammer is related to talk. How? To stammer is to talk halt-
ingly, even inarticulately. It is to talk in a defective or faulty
manner.

TILE : MOSAIC

Tile is related to mosaic. How? A mosaic is made up of
tiles. Notice the wording of the last sentence. You could
also have said “Tiles are the pieces that make up a mosaic”
and maintained the word order of the analogy. Sometimes,
however, it is easier to express a relationship if you reverse
the order of the words.

Next you come to the five answer choices. See if you can
tell which pair best expresses a relationship similar to the
relationship of tile to mosaic.

TILE : MOSAIC :

(A) hoop : embroidery

(B) wick : candle

(C) whalebone : scrimshaw
(D) easel : painting

(E) knot : macrame

The correct answer is Choice E: macrame is made up of
knots. Just as the tiles in a mosaic make a pattern, so too
the knots in a piece of macrame make a pattern.

Some of the analogy questions on the GRE are as clear-
cut as this. Others are more complex. To answer them
correctly involves far more than knowing single meanings
of individual words: it involves knowing the usual contexts
in which they are found, and their connotations as well.
Master the tactics that immediately follow. Then proceed to
the practice exercises containing both relatively simple and
challenging analogies at the chapter’s end.
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Testing Tactics

Clear Sentence

In answering an analogy question, your first problem is to
determine the exact relationship between the two capital-
ized words. Before you look at the answer pairs, make up a
sentence that illustrates how these capitalized words are
related. Then test the possible answers by seeing how well
they fit in your sentence.

Try this tactic on the following two questions.

TORRENT : DROPLET ::
(A) water : eddy

(B) swamp : desert

(C) downpour : puddle
(D) avalanche : pebble
(E) hurricane : wreckage

A torrent (violent downpour or rushing stream) is made up
of droplets. An avalanche or sudden fall of rocks, snow or
earth is made up of pebbles. Choice D is correct.

Don’t let Choice C fool you: while a downpour, like a tor-
rent, is a violent rain, it is not made up of puddles; rather,
it leaves puddles in its aftermath.

PHILATELY : STAMPS ::
(A) calligraphy : pens

(B) cartography : maps
(C) chronology : events
(D) numismatics : coins
(E) geriatrics : ailments

Before You Look at the Choices, Try to State the
Relationship Between the Capitalized Words in a

Philately is the study and collecting of stamps. Numismatics
is the study and collecting of coins. Choice D is correct.

Note how difficult this question would be if you did not
know that philately involved collecting stamps. You might
have guessed that philately primarily involves working with
stamps (as, for example, calligraphy involves working with
pens) or even making stamps (as cartography involves
making maps). Knowing the primary relationship between
the capitalized words, however, you can go through the
answer choices eliminating any pairs that do not express
the same relationship. Thus, you can eliminate Choice A:
someone who practices calligraphy may possibly collect
pens, but calligraphy’s primary, dictionary-defined role is
the art of penmanship, the production of beautiful hand-
writing. Similarly, you can eliminate Choice E: geriatrics
certainly involves studying ailments, but the ailments of the
elderly, not ailments in general; furthermore, while it studies
the ailments of the elderly, it certainly doesn't collect any
such ailments. You can eliminate Choice C as well:
chronology involves arranging events in the order in which
they occur. This process of elimination leaves you with two
relatively unfamiliar words—numismatics and
cartography—and a fifty percent chance of guessing the
answer correctly.

If you are not sure of the answer, always rule out answer
choices that you know cannot be correct, and then guess
among the choices that are left.

Remember, you have to do your best to answer the ques-
tion on your screen before you can move on to the next.

If More Than One Answer Fits the
Relationship in Your Sentence,
Look for a Narrower Approach

When you try to express the relationship between the two
capitalized words in sentence form, occasionalily you come
up with too simple a sentence, one that fails to include
enough details to particularize your analogy. in such cases,
more than one answer may fit the relationship, and you will
have to analyze the original pair again.

Consider this analogy question.

PSEUDOPOD : AMOEBA ::
(A) branch : tree

(B) minnow : fish

(C) bristle : hedgehog

(D) tentacle : octopus

(E) shell : snail

“A pseudopod is part of an amoeba.” You have stated a
relationship between the capitalized words in a sentence,
but you have not stated a relationship that is precise
enough. After all, branches are parts of trees, bristles are



parts of hedgehogs, tentacles are parts of octopuses, and
shells are parts of snails. You need to focus on some
aspect of the relationship between the words in the original
pair that corresponds to an aspect of only one of the
answer pairs. Go back to the original pair of words for more
details. How does an amoeba use a pseudopod? What
function does it serve? “An amoeba uses a pseudopod

for grasping.” Try the answer choices in this new test
sentence. “A tree uses a branch for grasping.” False. “A
hedgehog uses a bristle for grasping.” False. “A snail uses
its shell for grasping.” False. “An octopus uses a tentacle
for grasping.” Choice D clearly is best.

Meanings

Frequently, the test-makers attempt to mislead you by using
familiar words in relatively uncommon ways. When an
apparently familiar word seems incongruous in a particular
analogy, consider other definitions of that word.

See how this tactic applies to the following examples.

PAN : CAMERA ::
(A) ban : book
(B) tune : radio
(C) charge : battery
(D) filter : lens

(E) rotate : periscope

Before you can answer this question, you have to know the
definition of pan. You're not dealing with a frying pan or a
gold miner’s pan or a dish pan; pan here is a verb, not a
noun. You can tell because the first word of each answer
choice is also a verb. The verb ending -ate at the end of
rotate gives that away.

The verb pan, however, has several meanings:

The miner panned for gold. (The miner washed
gravel to separate out the gold.)

The chef panned the carrots. (The chef cooked the
carrots in a pan with a small amount of fat or water.)

The critic panned the comedy. (The critic severely
criticized the comedy.)

None of these is the meaning you want.

Think how pan relates to carmera. When someone pans a
camera, what happens? The cameraperson rotates the
camera on its axis so that he or she can film a panoramic
scene (or a moving person or object). Similarly, a sub-
marine crew member rotates or revolves a periscope on its
axis so that he or she can make a panoramic observation.
The correct answer is Choice E.
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In answering analogy questions on the GRE, pay special
attention to how a dictionary would define the words
involved. Do not settle for what “may be” a good relation-
ship. Precision is important in analogies: a pseudopod is
not just part of an amoeba, it is the part that the amoeba
uses for grasping. Strive to identify the relationship that
exists “by definition.”

Consider Secondary Meanings of
Words As Well as Their Primary

NEBULOUSNESS : DEFINITION ::
(A) apathy : zeal

(B) impetuosity : intuition

(C) penetration : depth

(D) rectitude : somberness

(E) rigidity : homogeneity

What relationship exists between nebulousness and defini-
tion? Nebulousness means haziness or indistinctness; a
nebulous idea lacks clarity or sharpness. But what does
haziness have to do with definition? After all, a definition is
a statement of the meaning of a word or phrase.

Look closely at the term definition. When you define a word,
you distinguish its essential characteristics; you make its
features clear. Definition in fact possesses a secondary
meaning: “sharp demarcation of outlines or limits; distinct-
ness of outline or detail.” With this meaning in mind, you
can state the essential relationship between the capitalized
words: nebulousness is a lack of definition. Analogously,
apathy (indifference, lethargy) is a lack of zeal or enthusi-
asm. The correct answer is Choice A.

EMBROIDER : FABRIC ::
(A) fret : wood

(B) spin : yarn

(C) refine : ore

(D) sculpt : chisel

(E) glaze : glass

Ostensibly, this is a simple analogy. One embroiders fabric
to ornament it, embellishing it with needlework. The rela-
tionship between the capitalized words is clear. However,
the bulk of the examinees responding to this question
would answer it incorrectly. The problem lies not in the
original analogy but in the answer pairs.
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Consider the answer choices closely. Choices B, C, D,

and E are clear enough: one spins yarn, forming it out of
threads (or one spins a yamn, fabricating or inventing a
story); one refines ore, purifying it; one sculpts with a chisel;
one glazes or fills a window with glass. Several of these
straightforward choices have something to do with embel-
lishment, but none seems precisely right. But how does one
fret wood? Certainly not the way one frets a parent! Among
the straightforward answer choices, Choice A seems
strangely out of place.

When an item in an analogy strikes you as out of place,
take a second look. Remember that, if you are a very good
test-taker, the computer-adaptive GRE will give you

Watch Out for Errors Caused
by Eye-Catchers

When you look at answer choices, do you find that certain
ones seem to leap right off the screen? For instance, when
you were looking for an analogy similar to EMBROIDER :
FABRIC, did the terms related to stitchery catch your eye?
These words are eye-catchers. They look good—but not if
you take a second glance.

In an analogy you have two capitalized words that relate in
a particular way. In creating eye-catchers, the test-makers
tempt you with pairs of words that are related, but in a
grammatically or logically different way. See how
eye-catchers work in the following exampie.

MENTOR : GUIDE ::
(A) medium : advise
(B) mediator : disagree
(C) mercenary : demand
(D) mendicant : beg

(E) merchant : consume

Just as there are many possible relationships linking word
pairs, there are many possible ways an eye-catcher may
attract your eye. First, an answer choice may somehow
remind you in subject matter of one or both of the terms in
the original pair. Thus, Choice A is an eye-catcher: advise
reminds you of guide; both words feel as if they belong in
the same set of words, the same semantic field. Second,
the answer choice may masquerade as a clear-cut, precise,
dictionary-perfect analogy and yet not be one. Thus, Choice
C is an eye-catcher: while there can be a clear relationship
between the adjective mercenary and the noun demand,
there is no such clear relationship between the noun
mercenary and the verb demand. See how this works:

increasingly difficult questions throughout the test.
Therefore, if one of the final analogy questions on your
screen looks simple, suspect a trap. In this case, the trap is
a double one. Choice B, spin : yam is an eye-catcher:
because embroidery and spinning both are related to cloth,
Choice B has an immediate appeal. Choose it and you fall
into the test-makers’ trap. Choice A, the odd-seeming
choice, is the real answer: fret, as used here, means to
mark decoratively, ornamenting a surface with interlaced
designs, as cabinet makers decorate wood with interlaced
patterns; fretting wood, thus, is directly analogous to
embroidering fabric.

CLEAR ANALOGY (Adjective/Noun)
MERCENARY : DEMAND :: RAVENOUS : APPETITE

A mercenary demand is greedy by definition. A ravenous
appetite is greedy by definition as well.

VAGUE ANALOGY (Noun/Verb)
A mercenary demands.

A mercenary (professional soldier) insists or requires? The
sentence makes little sense. Mercenaries work for hire;
they may or may not make demands. The relationship is
vague. Eliminate vague analogies when you find them; their
only function is to catch your eye.

You have ruled out Choice C; you are suspicious of Choice
A. How do you determine the correct answer? In this case,
ask yourself who is doing what to whom. A mentor
(teacher or counselor) by definition guides students or pro-
teges. You can eliminate Choices A, B, and E because no
necessary, dictionary-supported relationship links the words
in these pairs. Mediums represent themselves as channels
of communication between the living and the dead; they do
not by definition advise. Mediators attempt to reconcile
disagreeing parties; they do not by definition disagree.
Merchants buy and sell goods that others consume; they do
not by definition consume. The correct answer is Choice D.
Just as a mentor by definition guides, a mendicant or
beggar by definition begs.



Look at the Answer Choices
to Determine a Word’s Part
of Speech

Look at the capitalized words. What parts of speech are
they? Words often have several forms. You may think of
flag as a noun, for example, but in the phrases “to flag a
taxi” and “to flag from exhaustion,” flag is a verb.

If you suspect that a capitalized word may represent more
than one part of speech, don’t worry. Grammatical informa-
tion built into the question can help you recognize analogy
types and spot the use of unfamiliar or secondary meanings
of words. In GRE analogy questions, the relationship
between the parts of speech of the capitalized words and
the parts of speech of the answer choices is identical. If
your capitalized words are a noun and a verb, each of your
answer pairs will be a noun and a verb. If they are an
adjective and a noun, each of your answer pairs will be an
adjective and a noun. If you can recognize the parts of
speech in a single answer pair, you know the parts of
speech of every other answer pair and of the original pair
as well. See how this tactic works in a somewhat difficult
question.

Familiarize Yourself with
Common Analogy Types

Analogies tend to fall into certain basic types. If you can
discover no apparent relationship between the two capital-
ized words, try establishing a relationship between them
based on those types commonly used on this test.

Common Analogy Types

Definition

REFUGE : SHELTER

A refuge (place of asylum or sanctuary) by definition
shelters.

TAXONOMIST : CLASSIFY
A taxonomist, a person who specializes in classification, by
definition classifies.
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SAP : VITALITY ::

(A) persevere : fortitude
(B) bore : tedium

(C) examine : opinion
(D) drain : resolve

(E) enhance : allure

At first glance, you might think that both sap and vitality
were nouns; sap, after all, is a common noun (maple syrup
comes from the sap of the maple tree), and vitality ends

in -ity, a common noun suffix. However, persevere is clearly
a verb, Simply from looking at the first answer choice, you
know sap is a verb, not a noun.

What occurs when someone’s vitality is sapped? It
decreases and becomes weak. When vitality is sapped, it
is undermined. Think of a fortress being undermined by
military engineers; “sappers,” the British army called them.
Only one answer choice conveys this sense of something
strong weakening: Choice D. If one’s resolve (resolution,
determination) is drained, it is depleted or undermined.

HAGGLER : BARGAIN
A haggler, a person who argues over prices, by definition
bargains.

Defining Characteristic
TIGER : CARNIVOROUS
A tiger is defined as a camivorous or meat-eating animal.

ENTOMOLOGIST : INSECTS
An entomologist is defined as a person who studies insects.

APIARY : BEE
An apiary is defined as a home for bees.

Class and Member
AMPHIBIAN : SALAMANDER
A salamander is an example of an amphibian.
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METAPHYSICS : PHILOSOPHY
Metaphysics belongs to (is a branch of) the field of
philosophy.

SONNET : POEM
A sonnet is a specific kind of poem.

Antonyms
Antonyms are words that are opposite in meaning. Both
words belong to the same part of speech.

CONCERNED : INDIFFERENT
Concerned is the opposite of indifferent.

WAX : WANE
Wax, to grow larger, and wane, to dwindle, are opposites.

ANARCHY : ORDER
Anarchy is the opposite of order.

Antonym Variants

In an Antonym Variant, the words are not strictly antonyms;
their meanings, however, are opposed. Take the adjective
nervous. A strict antonym for the adjective nervous would
be the adjective poised. However, where an Antonym would
have the adjective poised, an Antonym Variant analogy has
the noun poise. It looks like this:

NERVOUS : POISE
Nervous means lacking in poise.

INIQUITOUS : VIRTUE
Something iniquitous (wicked) lacks virtue. It is the opposite
of virtuous.

ABSTINENT : GORGE
To be abstinent or sparing in eating is the opposite of being
inclined to cram or gorge.

Synonyms
Synonyms are words that have the same meaning. Both
words belong to the same part of speech.

MAGNIFICENT : GRANDIOSE
Grandiose means magnificent.

RATIOCINATE : THINK
To ratiocinate is to think.

RECIDIVIST : BACKSLIDER
A recidivist or habitual offender is a backslider.

Synonym Variants

In a Synonym Variant, the words are not strictly synonyms;
their meanings, however, are opposed. Take the adjective
willful. A strict synonym for the adjective willful would be the
adjective unruly. However, where a Synonym would have
the adjective unruly, a Synonym Variant analogy has the
noun unruliness. It looks like this:

WILLFUL : UNRULINESS
Willful means exhibiting unruliness.

VERBOSE : WORDINESS
Someone verbose is wordy; he or she exhibits wordiness.

SOLICITOUS : CONCERN
Someone solicitous is concerned; he or she shows
concern.

Degree of Intensity
FOND : DOTING
Fond is less extreme than doting.

FLURRY : BLIZZARD

A flurry or shower of snow is less extreme than a blizzard.

GRASPING : RAPACIOUS
To be grasping is less extreme than to be rapacious.

Part to Whole
ISLAND : ARCHIPELAGO
Many islands make up an archipelago.

SHARD : POTTERY
A shard is a fragment of pottery.

CANTO : POEM
A canto is part of a poem.

Function
ASYLUM : REFUGE
An asylum provides refuge or protection.

BALLAST : STABILITY
Ballast provides stability.

LULL : STORM
A lull temporarily interrupts a storm.

Manner
MUMBLE : SPEAK
To mumble is to speak indistinctly.

STRUT : WALK
To strut is to walk proudly.

STRAINED : WIT
Wit that is strained is forced in manner.

Action and Its Significance
WINCE : PAIN
A wince is a sign that one feels pain.

BLUSH : DISCOMFITURE
A blush signifies discomfiture or embarrassment.

PROSTRATION : SUBMISSIVENESS
Prostration (assuming a prostrate position, face to the
ground) is a sign of submissiveness or abasement.

Worker and Article Greated
POET : SONNET
A poet creates a sonnet.

ARCHITECT : BLUEPRINT
An architect designs a blueprint.

MASON : WALL
A mason builds a wall.



Worker and Tool
PAINTER : BRUSH
A painter uses a brush.

SICKLE : REAPER
A reaper uses a sickle to cut the grain.

CARPENTER : VISE

A carpenter uses a vise to hold the object being worked on.

Worker and Action
ACROBAT : CARTWHEEL
An acrobat performs a cartwheel.

FINANCIER : INVEST
A financier invests.

TENOR : ARIA
A tenor sings an aria.

Worker and Workplace
MUSICIAN : CONSERVATORY
A musician studies at a conservatory.

SCULPTOR : ATELIER
A sculptor works in an atelier or studio.

MINER : QUARRY
A minerworks in a quarry or pit.

Tool and Its Action
DRILL : BORE
A drill is a tool used to bore holes.

CROWBAR : PRY
A crowbar is a tool used to pry things apart.

SIEVE : SIFT
A sieve is a tool used to strain or sift.
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Less Common Analogy Types

Cause and Effect

SOPORIFIC : SLEEPINESS

A soporific (sleep-inducing medicine or drug) causes
sleepiness.

Sex
DOE : STAG
A doe is a female deer; a stag, a male deer.

Age
COLT : STALLION
A coltis a young stallion.

Time Sequence
CORONATION : REIGN
The coronation precedes the reign.

Spatial Sequence

ROOF : FOUNDATION

The roof is the highest point of a house; the foundation, the
lowest point.

Symbol and Quality It Represents
DOVE : PEACE
A dove is the symbol of peace.

Practice Exercises

Analogy Exercise A

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions
presents a related pair of words linked by a colon. Five
lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose
the lettered pair of words whose relationship is most
like the relationship expressed in the original linked
pair.

1. MASON : WALL :: (A) artist : easel
(B) fisherman : trout (C) author : book
(D) congressman : senator (E) sculptor : mallet

2. FIRE : ASHES :: (A) accident : delay
(B) wood : splinters  (C) water : waves
(D) regret : melancholy (E) event : memories
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3. GOOSE : GANDER :: (A) duck : drake
(B) hen : chicken (C) sheep : flock
(D) dog : kennel (E) horse : bridle

4. CARPENTER : SAW ::
(A) stenographer : typewriter (B) painter : brush
(C) lawyer : brief (D) seamstress : scissors
(E) runner : sneakers

5. CAPTAIN : SHOAL :: (A) lawyer : litigation
(B) pilot : radar (C) soldier : ambush
(D) doctor : hospital (E) corporal : sergeant

6. HORNS : BULL :: (A) mane : lion
(B) wattles : turkey (C) antlers : stag
(D) hoofs : horse (E) wings : eagle




10.

11.
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15.

17.

18.

. JUDGE : COURTHOUSE ::

. HELMET : HEAD ::

. GULLIBLE : DUPED ::
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(A) carpenter : bench
(B) lawyer : brief (C) architect : blueprint
(D) physician : infirmary (E) landlord : studio

(A) pedal : foot
(B) gun : hand (C) breastplate : chest
(D) pendant : neck (E) knapsack : back

(A) credible : cheated
(B) careful : cautioned (C) malleable : molded
(D) myopic : misled (E) articulate : silenced

DUNGEON : CONFINEMENT ::

(A) church : chapel (B) school : truancy
(C) asylum : refuge (D) hospital : mercy
(E) courthouse : remorse

HERMIT : GREGARIOUS ::

(A) miser : penurious (B) ascetic : hedonistic
(C) coward : pusillanimous (D) scholar : literate
(E) crab : crustacean

. MENDACITY : HONESTY ::

(A) courage : cravenness

(B) truth : beauty

(C) courage : fortitude

(D) unsophistication : ingenuousness
(E) turpitude : depravity

MARATHON : STAMINA ::

(A) relay : independence

(B) hurdle : perseverance (C) sprint : celerity
(D) jog : weariness (E) ramble : directness

NAIVE : INGENUE :: (A) ordinary : genius
(B) venerable : celebrity (C) urbane : sophisticate
(D) crafty : artisan (E) modest : braggart

RETOUCH : PHOTOGRAPH ::

(A) hang : painting (B) finger : fabric

(C) retract : statement (D) compose : melody
(E) refine : style

. INDIGENT : WEALTH ::

(A) contented : happiness
(B) aristocratic : stature

(C) smug : complacency
(D) emaciated : nourishment
(E) variegated : variety

SHALE : GEOLOGIST ::

(A) catacombs : entomologist (B) aster : botanist
(C) obelisk : fireman (D) love : philologist

(E) reef : astrologer

DIDACTIC : TEACH ::  (A) sophomoric : learn
(B) satiric : mock (C) reticent : complain
(D) chaotic : rule (E) apologetic : deny

19. HACKNEYED : ORIGINAL ::
(A) mature : juvenile (B) trite : morbid
(C) withdrawn : reserved (D) evasive : elusive
(E) derivative : traditional

20. AUGER : CARPENTER :: (A) studio : sculptor
(B) awl : cobbler (C) seam : seamstress
(D) cement : mason (E) apron : chef

Analogy Exercise B

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions
presents a related pair of words linked by a colon. Five
lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose
the lettered pair of words whose relationship is most
like the relationship expressed in the original linked
pair.

1. MUSTER : CREW :: (A) convene : committee
(B) demobilize : troops (C) dominate : opposition
(D) cheer : team (E) dismiss : jury

2. DWELL : DENIZEN :: (A) shun : outcast
(B) inherit : heir (C) squander : miser
(D) obey : autocrat (E) patronize : protégé

3. MEANDERING : DIRECTNESS ::
(A) menacing : ambition
(B) affable : permissiveness
(C) digressive : conciseness
(D) circuitous : rotation
(E) aboveboard : openness

4. CEMENT : TROWEL :: (A) lawn : rake
(B) conflagration : match (C) paint : brush
(D) floor : polish  (E) wallpaper : ladder

5. PIGHEADED : YIELD ::
(A) lionhearted : retreat
(B) lily-livered : flee
(C) dogged : pursue
(D) featherbrained : giggle
(E) eagle-eyed : discern

6. ALARM : TRIGGER :: (A) prison : escape
(B) tunnel : dig (C) criminal : corner
(D) fright : allay (E) trap : spring

7. QUOTATION : QUOTATION MARKS ::
(A) remark : colon (B) sentence : period
(C) aside : parentheses (D) clause : semicolon
(E) interjection : exclamation point

8. SIGNATURE : ILLUSTRATION ::
(A) byline : column (B) alias : charge
(C) credit : purchase (D) note : scale
(E) reference : recommendation
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. SCALES : JUSTICE ::

. DEADBEAT : PAY ::

(A) weights : measures
(B) laws : courts (C) torch : liberty
(D) laurel : peace (E) balance : equity

SURPRISE : EXCLAMATION ::

(A) insolence : bow (B) dismay : groan

(C) happiness : grimace (D) deference : nod
(E) contentment : matter

APOSTATE : RELIGION ::

(A) potentate : kingdom (B) traitor : country
(C) bureaucrat : government (D) jailer : law
(E) teacher : education

FOX : CUNNING :: (A) dog : playful
(B) hyena : amusing (C) beaver : industrious
(D) vixen : cute (E) colt : sturdy

PERJURY : OATH :: (A) plagiarism : authority
(B) embezzlement : trust (C) disrespect : age
(D) testimony : court (E) jury : vow

EULOGY : BLAME ::  (A) elegy : loss
(B) satire : mockery (C) tirade : abuse
(D) simile : likeness (E) benediction : curse

PRIDE : LIONS ::
(B) honor : thieves
(D) arrogance : kings

(A) gaggle : geese
(C) snarl : wolves
(E) lair : bears

RANGE : MOUNTAINS ::  (A) atlas : maps
(B) plain : prairie (C) string : beads
(D) novel : short stories (E) sea : rivers

EXCESSIVE : MODERATION ::
(A) extensive : duration

(B) arbitrary : courage

(C) impulsive : reflection

(D) distinguished : reverence

(E) expensive : cost

(A) killjoy : lament
(B) spoilsport : refrain  (C) daredevil : risk
(D) diehard : quit (E) turncoat : betray

MENDICANT : IMPECUNIOUS ::

(A) critic : quizzical (B) complainer : petulant
(C) physician : noble (D) liar : compulsive
(E) philanthropist : prodigal

SNICKER : DISRESPECT ::

(A) whimper : impatience (B) chortle : glee
(C) frown : indifference (D) sneer : detachment
(E) glower : cheerfulness
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Analogy Exercise G

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions
presents a related pair of words linked by a colon. Five
lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose
the lettered pair of words whose relationship is most
like the relationship expressed in the original linked

pair.

1.

10

. STICKLER : INSIST ::

. DESCRY : DISTANT ::

. HORSE : CORRAL :

MYTH : LEGENDARY :: (A) sermon : lengthy
(B) anecdote : witty (C) fable : didactic
(D) epic : comic (E) allegory : obscure

TIRADE : ABUSIVE ::  (A) monologue : lengthy
(B) aphorism : boring (C) prologue : conclusive
(D) encomium : laudatory (E) critique : insolent

. EXPEDITIOUS : SPEED ::

(A) astute : wisdom (B) decorous : impropriety
(C) thoughtful : inanity (D) haggard : sturdiness
(E) portable : frailty

ANNOTATE : TEXT ::

(A) enact : law  (B) prescribe : medication
(C) caption : photograph (D) abridge : novel
(E) censor : film

. DRUDGERY : IRKSOME ::

(A) encumbrance : burdensome
(B) journey : wearisome

(C) ambivalence : suspicious
(D) compliance : forced

(E) dissonance : harmonious

IMPROMPTU : REHEARSAL ::

(A) practiced : technique (B) makeshift : whim
(C) offhand : premeditation (D) glib : fluency
(E) numerical : calculation

ELISION : SYLLABLES ::

(A) contraction : letters (B) thesis : ideas

(C) diagnosis : symptoms (D) almanac : facts
(E) abacus : numbers

(A) mumbler : enunciate
(B) trickster : risk  (C) haggler : concede
(D) laggard : outlast (E) braggart : boast

DETRITUS : GLACIER :: (A) thaw : snowfall
(B) snow :ice cap (C) silt : river
(D) range : mountain (E) foliage : tree

(A) mourn : lost
(B) whisper : muted (C) discern : subtle
(D) destroy : flagrant (E) entrap : hostile

(A) oyster : reef
(B) dog : muzzle (C) sheep : flock (D) pig : sty

(E) deer : stag
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. HOBBLE : WALK ::
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RUBBER : ELASTIC ::  (A) paper : brittle
(B) diamond : hard (C) satin : sheer
(D) metal : heavy (E) dust : allergic

REAM : PAPER :: (A) carton : milk
(B) statue : marble (C) tablet : clay
(D) ink : pen (E) cord : wood

(A) gallop : run
(B) stammer : speak (C) stumble : fall
(D) sniff : smell (E) amble : stroll

. DETECTIVE : INFORMER ::

(A) spy : counterspy (B) reporter : source
(C) author : editor (D) architect : draftsman
(E) sailor : mutineer

SCULPTOR : STONE :: (A) essayist : words
(B) painter : turpentine  (C) composer : symphony
(D) logger : timber (E) etcher : acid

MASTHEAD : NEWSPAPER ::

(A) footnote : essay (B) credits : film
(C) spine : book (D) ream : paper
(E) advertisement : magazine

FRAYED : FABRIC :: (A) thawed : ice
(B) renovated : building (C) frazzled : nerves
(D) watered : lawn (E) cultivated : manner

INDOLENT : WORK :: (A) decisive : act
(B) gullible : cheat (C) perceptive : observe
(D) theatrical : perform (E) taciturn : speak

INFALLIBLE : ERROR :: (A) irreversible : cure
(B) invulnerable : emotion (C) impeccable : flaw
(D) intolerable : defect (E) immovable : choice

Analogy Exercise D

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions
presents a related pair of words linked by a colon. Five
lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose
the lettered pair of words whose relationship is most
like the relationship expressed in the original linked

pair.

1.

INFRACTION : LAW ::
(A) interruption : continuity
(B) renovation : structure
(C) establishment : order
(D) enactment : amendment
(E) punishment : crime

LACHRYMOSE : TEARS ::

(A) effusive : requests (B) ironic : jests
(C) morose : speeches (D) profound : sighs
(E) verbose : words

10.

I1.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

. SKINFLINT : STINGY ::

. STORY : BUILDING ::

. CANONIZE : SAINT ::

MOISTEN : DRENCH ::  (A) enclose : confine
(B) prick : stab (C) disregard : ignore
(D) scrub : polish (E) heat : chill

WITCH : COVEN ::  (A) ogre : castle
(B) seer : prophecy (C) actor : troupe
(D) fairy : spell (E) doctor : medicine

CONTINENT : ISLAND ::  (A) ocean : lake
(B) isthmus : peninsula (C) cape : cove
(D) river : canal (E) plateau : plain

(A) daredevil : alert
(B) braggart : carefree  (C) blackguard : protective
(D) spendthrift : weak (E) diehard : stubborn

(A) plot : outline
(B) rung : ladder (C) cable : elevator
(D) foundation : skyscraper (E) spire : church

(A) train : athlete
(B) guard : dignitary (C) deify : sinner
(D) lionize : celebrity (E) humanize : scholar

STARE : GLANCE :: (A) participate : observe
(B) scorn : admire (C) hunt : stalk
(D) gulp : sip (E) confide : tell

PERFORATE : HOLES :: (A) speckle : spots
(B) evaporate : perfume (C) decorate : rooms
(D) filter : water (E) repent : sins

PUGNACIOUS : BATTLE :: (A) timorous : beg
(B) loquacious : drink (C) tenacious : persist
(D) veracious : lie (E) wicked : survive

. CLEARSIGHTED : PERSPICACITY ::

(A) daring : temerity (B) reserved : impulsiveness
(C) transparent : opacity (D) severe : clemency
(E) lethargic : energy

PLEAD : SUPPLIANT :: (A) disperse : rioter
(B) shun : outcast (C) revere : elder
(D) beg : philanthropist (E) translate : interpreter

EPIGRAM : PITHY ::
(B) saga : heroic
(D) elegy : satiric

(A) allegory : lengthy
(C) anecdote: humorous
(E) proverb : modern

BOLT : FABRIC :: (A) lock : key
(B) book : paper (C) roll : film
(D) needle : thread (E) light : lamp

PROOF : ALCOHOL :: (A) cream : milk
(B) canteen : water (C) tanker : oil
(D) octane : gasoline (E) pulp : juice

INCUBATOR : INFANT ::

(A) henhouse : chicken (B) greenhouse : plant
(C) archives : document (D) cooler : wine

(E) hive : bee



18. CITADEL : DEFENSE :: (A) chapel : refreshment
(B) gazebo : refuge (C) marina : contemplation
(D) warehouse : storage (E) rampart : supervision

19. RANCID : TASTE :: (A) tepid : temperature
(B) glossy : look (C) rank : smell
(D) dulcet : sound (E) savory : odor

20. TRYST : CLANDESTINE ::
(A) reverie : dreamy (B) acquaintanceship : brief
(C) expectation : hopeless (D) glance : resentful
(E) journey : leisurely

Analogy Exercise E

Directions: Each of the following analogy questions
presents a related pair of words linked by a colon. Five
lettered pairs of words follow the linked pair. Choose
the lettered pair of words whose relationship is most
like the relationship expressed in the original linked
pair.

1. WHISPER : SPEAK :: (A) brush : touch
(B) skip : walk (C) listen : hear
(D) request : ask (E) whimper : whine

2. ELUSIVE : CAPTURE ::
(A) persuasive : convince (B) elastic : stretch
(C) headstrong : control (D) sensible : decide
(E) gullible : trick

3. LINEAGE : PERSON :: (A) foliage : tree
(B) derivation : word (C) adolescence : child
(D) title : book (E) landscape : portrait

4. IMPANEL : JUROR :: (A) accuse : defendant
(B) convict : culprit (C) testify : witness
(D) enroll : student (E) involve : bystander

5. PECCADILLO : TRIFLING ::
(A) pariah : popular (B) diagnosis : accurate
(C) notion : farfetched (D) squabble : petty
(E) pursuit : trivial

6. PHYSIQUE : STURDY :: (A) intellect : noble
(B) punctuality : tardy (C) investment : sound
(D) fabric : worn (E) technique : inept

7. TRAILER : MOTION PICTURE ::
(A) truck : cargo (B) theater : play
(C) edition : novel (D) commercial : product
(E) libretto : opera

8. SIGN : ZODIAC :: (A) poster : billboard
(B) letter : alphabet (C) prediction : prophecy
(D) signal : beacon (E) rhyme : almanac
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. LUMINARY : ILLUSTRIOUS ::

(A) zealot : intense  (B) miser : prodigal
(C) atheist : devout (D) dignitary : conceited
(E) celebrity : wealthy

BUFFOON : DIGNITY ::

(A) braggart : modesty (B) blackguard : strength
(C) laughingstock : ridicule

(D) imposter : identification (E) gambler : risk

ROUT : DEFEAT :: (A) ovation : applause
(B) triumph : failure (C) grief : loss
(D) pathway : ruin  (E) memory : oblivion

METAPHOR : FIGURATIVE ::

(A) fable : contemporary (B) adage : paradoxical
(C) precept : instructive (D) irony : dramatic

(E) epic : literal

CALUMNY : ASPERSIONS ::

(A) approbation : praise (B) slander : mockery
(C) approval : criticism (D) expectation : threats
(E) satire : lamentations

LAST : SHOE :: (A) cuff : trousers
(B) finale : curtain (C) pattern : glove
(D) buckle : belt (E) strap : slip

. INDOLENT : SLOTH :: (A) wrathful : ire

(B) arrogant : acuity (C) covetous : enigma
(D) gluttonous : loyalty (E) impatient : apathy

GROVEL : SERVILITY :: (A) titter : arrogance
(B) fume : anger (C) yawn : civility
(D) preen : modesty (E) snivel : hypocrisy

DELICATE : FASTIDIOUS ::
(A) hard-working : diligent
(B) altruistic : mercenary

(C) demonstrative : effusive
(D) deceptive : fallacious

(E) blithe : melancholy

RICOCHET : BULLET :: (A) soar : falcon
(B) aim : crossbow (C) pierce : dart
(D) carom : ball (E) catapult : missile

. JUGGERNAUT : INEXORABLE ::

(A) cosmonaut : worldly (B) colossus : gigantic
(C) demagogue : liberal (D) philistine : cultivated
(E) despot : immaculate

APOCRYPHAL : AUTHENTICITY ::
(A) nefarious : wickedness

(B) dogmatic : assertiveness

(C) hypocritical : integrity

(D) perspicacious : discernment

(E) deceptive : artifice
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Answer Key
Analogy Exercise A
1.C 6.C 11.
2.E 7.D 12
3.A 8.C 13.
4.D 9.C 14.
5.C 10.C 15.
Analogy Exercise B
1. A 6. E 11.
2.B 7.C 12.
3.C 8.A 13
4.C 9.C 14.
5.A 10. B 15.
Analogy Exercise C
1.C 6.C 11.
2.D 7.A 12
3.A 8. E 13.
4.C 9.C 14.
5.A 10. C 15.
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Analogy Exercise D
1. A 6. E 11

2.E 7.B 12.
3.B 8D 13.
4.C 9.D 14.
5.A 10. A 15.
Analogy Exercise E
1. A 6.C 11.
2.C 7.D 12,
3B 8.B 13.
4.D 9. A 14,
5D 10. A 15.
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Sentence
Completion
Questions

B Testing Tactics

B Practice Exercises

B Answer Key

These are the sentence completion directions you will
find on the GRE: “Each sentence below has one or two
blanks, each blank indicating that something has been
omitted. Beneath the sentence are five lettered words or
sets of words. Choose the word or set of words for each
blank that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a
whole.”

GRE sentence completion questions test your ability to
use your vocabulary and recognize logical consistency
among the elements in a sentence. You need to know
more than the dictionary definitions of the words
involved. You need to know how the words fit together
to make logical and stylistic sense.

Sentence completion questions actually measure one
part of reading comprehension. If you can recognize
how the different parts of a sentence affect one another,
you should do well at choosing the answer that best
completes the meaning of the sentence or provides a
clear, logical statement of fact. The ability to recognize
irony and humor will also stand you in good stead, as
will the ability to recognize figurative language and to
distinguish between formal and informal levels of
speech.

GRE sentence completion questions may come from
any of a number of different fields—art, literature, history,
philosophy, botany, astronomy, geology, and others.
You cannot predict what subject matter the sentences
on your test will have. However, even if you are unfamil-
iar with the subject matter of a particular sentence, you
should stiill be able to analyze that sentence and choose
the word that best completes its meaning. It is not

the sentence’s subject matter that makes hard GRE
sentence completion questions hard.

T T

What makes hard sentence completion questions hard?

1. Vocabulary Level. Sentences contain words like
intransigence, nonplussed, harbingers. Answer
choices include words like penchant, abeyance,
eclectic. Questions employ unfamiliar secondary
meanings of words—brook as a verb, economy with
the meaning of restraint.

2. Grammatical Complexity. Sentences combine the
entire range of grammatica! possibilities—subordi-
nate clauses, relative clauses, prepositional phrases,
gerunds, infinitives—in convoluted ways. The more
complex the sentence, the more difficult it is for you
to spot the key words that can unlock its meaning.

3. Tone. Sentences reflect the writer's attitude toward
his subject matter. It is simple enough to comprehend
material that is presented neutrally. It is far more dif-
ficult to comprehend material that is ironic, conde-
scending, playful, somber, or similarly complex in
tone.

4. Style. Ideas may be expressed in different
manners—ornately or sparely, poetically or
prosaically, formally or informally, journalistically or
academically, originally or imitatively. An author’s
style depends on such details as word choice,
imagery, repetition, rhythm, sentence structure, and
length. Many of the most difficult GRE questions
hinge on questions of style.

Work through the following tactics and learn the tech-
niques that will help you with vocabulary, grammatical
complexity, tone, and styie.
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Testing Tactics

% Before You Look at the Chaices,
Read the Sentence and Think of
a Word That Makes Sense

Your problem is to find the word that best completes the
sentence in both thought and style. Before you look at
the answer choices, see if you can come up with a word
that makes logical sense in the context. Then look at all
five choices. If the word you thought of is one of your
five choices, select that as your answer. If the word you
thought of is not one of your five choices, look for a syn-
onym of that word. Select the synonym as your answer. This sentence presents a simple case of cause and
effect. The key phrase here is self-seeking and avari-
cious. The woman has found the man to be selfish and
greedy. Therefore, she refuses to believe he can do
something . What words immediately come
to mind? Selfless, generous, charitable? The missing
word is, of course, altruistic. The woman expects selfish-
ness (self-seeking) and greediness (avaricious), not
altruism (magnanimity). The correct answer is Choice E.

(A) redundant
(B) frivolous
(C) inexpensive
(D) ephemeral
(E) altruistic

This tactic is helpful because it enables you to get a
sense of the sentence as a whole without being dis-
tracted by any misleading answers among the answer
choices. You are free to concentrate on spotting key
words or phrases in the body of the sentence and to call
on your own “writer's intuition” in arriving at a stylistically
apt choice of word.

See how the process works in a typical model question. . N
p P 9 Practice Tactic 1 extensively to develop your intuitive

sense of the mot juste—the exactly right word.
Because experience had convinced her that he However, do not rely on Tactic 1 alone. On the test,
was both self-seeking and avaricious, she rejected always follow up Tactic 1 with Tactic 2.

the likelihood that his donation had been

Look at All the Possible
Answers Before You Make
Your Final Choice

Never decide on an answer before you have read all the
choices. You are looking for the word that best fits the
meaning of the sentence as a whole. In order to be sure
you have not been hasty in making your decision, sub-
stitute all the answer choices for the missing word. Do
not spend a lot of time doing so, but do try them all.
That way you can satisfy yourself that you have come

up with the best answer. On the basis of a loose sense of this sentence’s mean-
ing, you might be tempted to select Choice A. After all,
this sentence basically tells you that you should wipe
out hatred before it gets too dangerous. Clearly, if
hatred is vague or amorphous, it is less formidable

(A) amorphous

(B) overt

(C) uncultivated
(D) embryonic

(E) independent

See how this tactic helps you deal with another question
patterned on examples from the GRE.

The evil of class and race hatred must be than if it is well-defined. However, this reading of the
eliminated while it is still in an state; sentence is inadequate: it fails to take into account the
otherwise it may grow to dangerous proportions. sentence’s key phrase.

The key phrase here is grow to dangerous proportions.
The writer fears that class and race hatred may grow



large enough to endanger society. He wants us to wipe
out this hatred before it is fully grown. Examine each
answer choice, eliminating those answers that carry no
suggestion that something lacks its full growth. Does
overt suggest that something isn't fully grown? No, it
suggests that something is obvious or evident. Does
uncultivated suggest that something isn’t fully grown?

In a sentence completion question with two blanks, read
through the entire sentence to get a sense ofitas a
whole. Then insert the first word of each answer pair in
the sentence’s first blank. Ask yourself whether this par-
ticular word makes sense in this blank. If the initial word
of an answer pair makes no sense in the sentence, you
can eliminate that answer pair.

(Note: Occasionally this tactic will not work. In some
questions, for example, the first words of all five answer
pairs may be near-synonyms. However, the tactic fre-
quently pays off, as it does in the following example.)

Critics of the movie version of The Color Purple
its saccharine, overoptimistic mood as

out of keeping with the novel’s more

tone.

(A) applauded...somber
(B) condemned...hopeful
(C) acclaimed...positive
(D) denounced...sanguine
(E) decried...acerbic

to Another

Writers use transitions to link their ideas logically. These
transitions or signal words are clues that can help you
figure out what the sentence actually means.

GRE sentences often contain several signal words,
combining them in complex ways.

Cause and Effect Signals

Look for words or phrases explicitly indicating that one
thing causes another or logically determines another.

Watch for Signal Words That
Link One Part of the Sentence

Sentence Completion Questions 67

No, it suggests that something is unrefined or growing
without proper care or training. Does independent sug-
gest that something isn’t fully grown? No, it suggests
that something is free and unconstrained. Only one
word suggests a lack of full growth: embryonic (at a
rudimentary, early stage of development). The correct
answer is Choice D.

In Double-Blank Sentences, Go Through the
Answers, Testing the First Word in Each Choice
(and Eliminating Those That Don’t Fit)

For a quick, general sense of the opening clause, break
it down. What does it say? Critics the movie’s
sugary sweet mood.

How would critics react to something sugary sweet and
over-hopeful? They would disapprove. Your first missing
word must be a synonym for disapprove.

Now eliminate the misfits. Choices A and C fail to meet
the test: applauded and acclaimed signify approval, not
disapproval. Choice B, condemned, Choice D,
denounced, and Choice E, decried, however, all express
disapprobation; they require a second look.

To decide among Choices B, D, and E, consider the
second blank. The movie’s sugary, overly hopeful mood
is out of keeping with the novel’s tone: the two moods
disagree. Therefore, the novel’s tone is not hopeful or
sickly sweet. It is instead on the bitter or sour side; in a
word, acerbic. The correct answer is clearly Choice E.

Remember, in double-blank sentences, the right answer
must correctly fill both blanks. A wrong answer choice
often includes one correct and one incorrect answer.
ALWAYS test both words.

Cause and Effect Signal Words

accordingly in order to
because so...that
consequently therefore
given thus

hence when...then
if...then




68 Verbal Ability: Tactics, Review, and Practice

Support Signals

Look for words or phrases explicitly indicating that the
omitted portion of the sentence supports or continues
a thought developed elsewhere in the sentence. In
such cases, a synonym or near-synonym for another
word in the sentence may provide the correct answer.

Support Signal Words

additionally furthermore
also indeed

and likewise

as well moreover
besides too

Contrast Signals (Explicit)

Look for function words or phrases (conjunctions, sen-
tence adverbs, etc.) that explicitly indicate a contrast
between one idea and another, setting up a reversal of
a thought. In such cases, an antonym or near-antonym
for another word in the sentence may provide the
correct answer.

Explicit Contrast Signal Words

albeit nevertheless
although nonetheless
but notwithstanding
despite on the contrary

even though on the other hand

however rather than
in contrast still

in spite of while
instead of yet

of Unfamiliar Words

If a word used by the author is unfamiliar, or if an
answer choice is unknown to you, two approaches are
helpful.

1. Break the word down into its component parts—
prefixes, suffixes, roots—to see whether they provide
a clue to its meaning. For example, in the preceding
list of Implicit Contrast Signal Words, the word incon-
gruous contains three major word parts. In- here

Contrast Signals (Implicit)

Look for content words whose meaning inherently
indicates a contrast. These words can turn a situation
on its head. They indicate that something unexpected,
possibly even unwanted, has occurred.

Implicit Contrast Signal Words

anomaly anomalous anomalously
illogic illogical illogically
incongruity incongruous incongruously
irony ironic ironically
paradox paradoxical paradoxically
surprise surprising surprisingly
unexpected unexpectedly

Note the function of such a contrast signal word in the
following question.

Paradoxically, the more the details this
artist chooses, the better able she is to depict her
fantastic, other-worldly landscapes.

(A) ethereal
(B) realistic
(C) fanciful
(D) extravagant
(E) sublime

The artist creates imaginary landscapes that do not
seem to belong to this world. We normally would ex-
pect the details comprising these landscapes to be as
fantastic and supernatural as the landscapes them-
selves. But the truth of the matter, however, is paradoxi-
cal: it contradicts what we expect. The details she
chooses are realistic, and the more realistic they are,
the more fantastic the paintings become. The correct
answer is Choice B.

Use Your Knowledge of Word Parts and
Parts of Speech to Get at the Meanings

means not; con- means together; gru- means to
move or come. Incongruous behavior, therefore, is
behavior that does not go together or agree with
someone’s usual behavior; it is unexpected.

2. Change the unfamitiar word from one part of speech
to another. If the adjective embryonic is unfamiliar
to you, cut off its adjective suffix -nic and recognize
the familiar word embryo. If the noun precocily is



unfamiliar to you, cut off its noun suffix -ity and visu-
alize it with different endings. You may come up with
the adjective precocious (maturing early). If the verb
appropriate is unfamiliar to you, by adding a word
part or two you may come up with the common noun
appropriation or the still more common noun mis-
appropriation (as in the misappropriation of funds).

Note the application of this tactic in the following typical
example.

This island is a colony; however, in most matters,
it is and receives no orders from the
mother country.

(A) synoptic

(B) methodical

(C) heretical

(D) autonomous

(E) disinterested

Simpler Components

In analyzing long, complex sentence completion items,
you may find it useful to simplify the sentences by break-
ing them down. Rephrase dependent clauses and long
participial phrases, turning them into simple sentences.

See how this tactic helps you to analyze the following
sentence.

Museum director Hoving refers to the

smuggled Greek urn as the “hot pot,” not because

there are doubts about its authenticity or even

great reservations as to its price, but because its
of acquisition is open to question.

(A) informally...costliness
(B) characteristically...date
(C) colloquially...manner

(D) repeatedly...swiftness

(E) cheerfully...mode

What do we know?
1. The urn has been smuggled.
2. Hoving calls it a “hot pot.”

3. Itis genuine. (There are no doubts about its
authenticity.)

4. It did not cost too much. (There are no great reserva-
tions as to its price.)

In calling the smuggled urn a “hot pot,” Hoving is not
necessarily speaking characteristically or repeatedly or
cheerfully. He is speaking either informally or colloqui-
ally. (Hot here is a slang term meaning stolen or illegally

T« T TTmTT T T T7T Bl

Sentence Completion Questions 69

First, eliminate any answer choices that are obviously
incorrect. If a colony receives no orders from its mother
country, it is essentially self-governing. It is not neces-
sarily methodical or systematic, nor is it by definition
heretical (unorthodox) or disinterested (impartial). Thus,
you may rule out Choices B, C, and E.

The two answer choices remaining may be unfamiliar
to you. Analyze them, using what you know of related
words. Choice A, synoptic, is related to the noun syn-
opsis, a summary or abridgment. This has nothing to
do with how a colony might govern itself. Choice D,
autonomous, comes from the prefix auto- (self) and the
root nom- (law). An autonomous nation is independent;
it rules itself. Thus, the correct answer is autonomous,
Choice D.

Break Down Complex Sentences into

obtained.) The urn’s costliness is not being questioned.
However, because the urn has been smuggled into the
country, there clearly are unresolved questions about
how it got here, in other words, about its manner of
acquisition. The correct answer is Choice C.

Note that in sentence completion questions a choice
may be complicated by an unusual word order, such as

1. placing the subject after the verb:
To the complaints window strode the angry customer.

2. placing the subject after an auxiliary of the verb:
Only by unending search could some few Havana
cigars be found.

3. inverting the subject and verb to give the sense of
“if": Were defeat to befall him, today’s dear friends
would be tomorrow’'s acquaintances, and next week’s
strangers.

4. placing a negative word or phrase first, which usually
requires at least part of the verb to follow:
Never have | encountered so demanding a test!

In all these instances, rephrase the sentence to make it
more straightforward. For example:

The angry customer strode to the complaint window.

Some few Havana cigars could be found only by
unending search.

If defeat were to befall him, today’s dear friends would
be tomorrow’s acquaintances, and next week’s
strangers.

! have never encountered so demanding a test!
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% If a Sentence Contains a Metaphor, Check to See

Writers sometimes indulge in extended metaphors, com-
plex analogies that imaginatively identify one object with
another.

In the following example, the mind of a prejudiced per-
son is compared to the pupil of an eye in its response to
light or illumination.

The mind of a bigot is like the pupil of the eye:
the more light you pour upon it, the more it will

(A) blink
(B) veer
(C) stare
(D) reflect
(E) contract

Whether That Metaphor Controls the Writer’s Choice
of Words (and Your Answer Choice)

The image of light unifies this sentence. In choosing an
answer, it is necessary to complete the sentence in
such a way as to develop that metaphor fully and accu-
rately. Exactly what takes place when you shine a light
into someone’s eye? The person may stare back or
blink; you may see the light reflected in the person’s
eye. But what happens to the pupil of the eye? It neither
blinks nor reflects. Instead it shrinks in size; it contracts.
Likewise, exposed to the light of tolerance, the bigot's
mind resists ilumination. Choice E completes the
metaphor; it is the correct answer choice.

Practice Exercises

Sentence Completion Exercise A

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion
questions contains one or two blanks. These blanks
signify that a word or set of words has been left out.
Below each sentence are five words or sets of words.
For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best
reflects the sentence’s overall meaning.

1. Normally an individual thunderstorm lasts about
45 minutes, but under certain conditions the storm
may , becoming ever more severe, for as
long as four hours.

(A) wane
(B) moderate
(C) persist
(D) vacillate
(E) disperse

2. Perhaps because something in us instinctively
distrusts such displays of natural fluency, some
readers approach John Updike’s fiction with

(A) indifference
(B) suspicion
(C) veneration
(D) recklessness
(E) bewilderment

3. We lost confidence in him because he never
the grandiose promises he had made.
(A) forgot about
(B) reneged on

(O) tired of
(D) delivered on
(E) retreated from

4. Ms. Sutcliffe’s helpful notes on her latest wine
discoveries and her no-nonsense warnings to con-
sumers about wines provide
guide to the numbing array of wines of Burgundy.

(A) excellent...a useful

(B) overrated...an inadequate
(C) overpriced...a trusty

(D) unsatisfactory...a spotty
(E) vintage...an unreliable

5. We were amazed that a man who had been hereto-
fore the most of public speakers could,
in a single speech, electrify an audience and bring
them cheering to their feet.

(A) enthralling
(B) accomplished
(C) pedestrian
(D) auspicious
(E) masterful

6. If you are trying to make a strong impression on
your audience, you cannot do so by being under-
stated, tentative, or
(A) hyperbolic
(B) restrained
(C) argumentative
(D) authoritative
(E) passionate



10.

11.

12.

Despite the mixture’s nature, we found
that by lowering its temperature in the laboratory
we could dramatically reduce its tendency to
vaporize.

(A) resilient
(B) volatile
(C) homogeneous
(D) insipid
(E) acerbic

No other artist rewards the viewer with more sheer
pleasure than Mir6; he is one of those blessed
artists who combine profundity and

(A) education
(B) wisdom
(C) faith

(D) fun

(E) depth

Some Central Intelligence Agency officers have
their previous statements denying any

involvement on their part with the Contra aid net-

work and are now revising their earlier testimony.

(A) justified
(B) recanted
(C) repeated
(D) protracted
(E) heeded

New concerns about growing religious tension in
northern India were this week after at
least fifty people were killed and hundreds were
injured or arrested in rioting between Hindus and
Moslems.

(A) lessened
(B) invalidated
(C) restrained
(D) dispersed
(E) fueled

In a happy, somewhat boisterous celebration of the
European discovery of America, the major phase of
the Columbus Cinquecentennial got off to

start on Friday.

(A) aslow

(B) arousing

(C) areluctant
(D) an indifferent
(E) a quiet

In one shocking instance of research,
one of the nation’s most influential researchers in
the field of genetics reported on experiments that
were never carried out and published deliberately

scientific papers on his nonexistent
work.

(A) comprehensive...abstract
(B) theoretical...challenging
(C) fraudulent...deceptive
(D) derivative...authoritative
(E) erroneous...impartial
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Measurement is, like any other human endeavor, a
complex activity, subject to error, not always used
, and frequently misinterpreted and

(A) mistakenly...derided
(B) erratically...analyzed
(C) systematically...organized
(D) innovatively...refined
(E) properly...misunderstood

In a revolutionary development in technology,
several manufacturers now make biodegradable
forms of plastic; some plastic six-pack rings, for
example, gradually when exposed to
sunlight.

(A) harden

(B) stagnate
(C) inflate

(D) propagate
(E) decompose

. To alleviate the problem of contaminated chicken,

the study panel recommends that the federal gov-
ernment shift its inspection emphasis from cursory
bird-by-bird visual checks to a more

random sampling for bacterial and chemical
contamination.

(A) rigorous

(B) perfunctory

(C) symbolic

(D) discreet

(E) dubious

Her novel published to universal acclaim, her
literary gifts acknowledged by the chief figures
of the Harlem Renaissance, her reputation as yet

by envious slights, Hurston clearly was
at the of her career.

(A) undamaged...ebb
(B) untarnished...zenith
(C) untainted...extremity
(D) blackened...mercy
(E) unmarred...brink

To the dismay of the student body, the class
president was berated by the principal
at a school assembly.

(A) ignominiously

(B) privately

(C) magnanimously

(D) fortuitously

(E) inconspicuously

Aimed at curbing European attempts to seize
territory in the Americas, the Monroe Doctrine
was a warning to foreign powers.

(A) pertinacious
(B) credulous
(C) remote

(D) overt

(E) predatory
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19. When Frazer’s editors at Macmillan tried to
his endless augmentations, he insisted on
a type size so small and a page so packed as to
approach illegibility; and if that proved __ |
thinner paper.
(A) protract...unwarranted
(B) expurgate...satisfactory
(C) reprimand...irrelevant
(D) restrict...insufficient
(E) revise...idiosyncratic

20. The authority of voice in Frazer’s writing strikes
many readers today as colonialism; his
prose seems as invulnerable and expansive as
something on which the sun was presumed never to
set.

(A) consonant with
(B) independent of
(C) ambivalent toward
(D) cognizant of

(E) detrimental to

Sentence Completion Exercise B

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion
questions contains one or two blanks. These blanks
signify that a word or set of words has been left out.
Below each sentence are five words or sets of words.
For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best
reflects the sentence’s overall meaning.

1. Baldwin’s brilliant The Fire Next Time is both so
eloquent in its passion and so searching in its
that it is bound to any reader.

(A) bitterness...embarrass
(B) romanticism...appall
(C) candor...unsettle

(D) indifference...disappoint
(E) conception...bore

2. Unlike other examples of verse, Milton’s
Lycidas does more than merely mourn the death of
Edward King; it also denounces corruption in the
Church in which King was ordained.

(A) satiric
(B) elegiac
(C) free

(D) humorous
(E) didactic

3. Few other plants can grow beneath the canopy of
the sycamore tree, whose leaves and pods produce
a natural herbicide that leaches into the surrounding
soil, other plants that might compete for
water and nutrients.
{A) inhibiting
(B) distinguishing
(C) nourishing
(D) encouraging
(E) refreshing

4.

10.

Although a few years ago the fundamental facts
about the Milky Way seemed fairly well ,
now even its mass and its radius have come into

(A) determined...resolution
(B) ignored...danger

(C) problematic...prominence
(D) diminished...disrepute
(E) established...question

The officers threatened to take if the
lives of their men were by the conquered
natives.

(A) liberties...irritated
(B) measures...enhanced
(C) pains...destroyed

(D) reprisals...endangered
(E) affront...enervated

Despite an affected that convinced
casual observers that he was indifferent about his
painting and enjoyed only frivolity, Warhol cared
deeply about his art and labored at it

(A) nonchalance...diligently
(B) empathy...methodically
(C) fervor...secretly

(D) gloom...intermittently
(E) hysteria...sporadically

. Because she had a reputation for we

were surprised and pleased when she greeted us so

(A) insolence...irately

(B) insouciance...cordially
(C) graciousness...amiably
(D) arrogance...disdainfully
(E) querulousness...affably

. The child was so spoiled by her indulgent parents

that she pouted and became when she
did not receive all of their attention.

(A) discreet
(B) suspicious
(C) elated
(D) sullen

(E) tranquil

Just as disloyalty is the mark of the renegade,
is the mark of the

(A) timorousness...hero
(B) temerity...coward

(C) avarice...philanthropist
(D) cowardice...craven

(E) vanity...flatterer

He became quite overbearing and domineering
once he had become accustomed to the

shown to soldiers by the natives; he enjoyed his
new sense of power and self-importance.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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(A) disrespect
(B) apathy
(C) deference
(D) culpability
(E) enmity

The of time had left the castle ]
it towered above the village, looking much as it
must have done in Richard the Lion-Hearted’s
time.

(A) repairs...destroyed
(B) remoteness...alone
(C) lack...defended
(D) status...lonely

(E) ravages...untouched

One of the most educators in New York,

Dr. Shalala ignited a controversy in 1984 by calling

the city public schools a “rotten barrel” in need of
reform.

(A) disputatious...little

(B) outspoken...systemic
(C) caustic...partial

(D) indifferent...pretentious
(E) sycophantic...superficial

The newest fiber-optic cables that carry telephone
calls cross-country are made of glass so

that a piece 100 miles thick is clearer than a
standard windowpane.

(A) fragile

(B) immaculate

(C) tangible

(D) transparent

(E) iridescent

The reasoning in this editorial is so that
we cannot see how anyone can be deceived by it.

(A) coherent

(B) astute

(C) cogent

(D) specious

(E) dispassionate

The of evidence was on the side of the
plaintiff since all but one witness testified that his
story was correct.

(A) paucity

(B) propensity

(C) accuracy

(D) brunt

(E) preponderance

Glendon provides a dark underside to Frederick
Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis that saw rugged
individualism as the essence of American society—
an individualism that she sees as atomism.

(A) antithetical toward
(B) skeptical of
(C) degenerating into
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(D) aspiring to
(E) renewed by

Chatwin has devoted his life to a kind of Grail
quest, hoping to prove—by study and direct
experience with primitive people—that human
nature is gentle and defensive rather than

, and that man is , hot a
predator.

(A) belligerent...an apostate
(B) martial...a crusader

(C) aggressive...a pilgrim
(D) truculent...a gladiator
(E) pugnacious...a pawn

The texts as we have them were written down

and edited carefully by Christians proud of their
ancestors but unable to bear the thought of their
indulging in heathen practices; thus, all references
to the ancient religion of the Celts were ,
if not

(A) deleted...expunged
(B) muddied...suppressed
(C) labored...denigrated
(D) aggrieved...overawed
(E) obscure...ironic

Because Inspector Morse could not contain his
scorn for the police commissioner, he was im-
prudent enough to make remarks about
his superior officer.

(A) ambiguous
(B) dispassionate
(C) unfathomable
(D) interminable
(E) scathing

In Japanese art, profound emotion is frequently
couched in images of nature, observed with

conditioned by life in a land of dramatic
seasonal change, where perils of earthquake and
typhoon make nature’s bounty and its
processes awesome and beautiful.

(A) an intimacy...precarious
(B) a fidelity...munificent
(C) askill...excessive

(D) an indifference...chancy
(E) a sensitivity...distinctive

Sentence Completion Exercise G

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion
questions contains one or two blanks. These blanks
signify that a word or set of words has been left out.
Below each sentence are five words or sets of words.
For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best
reflects the sentence’s overall meaning.

1.

A statement is an comparison:
it does not compare things explicitly, but suggests a
likeness between them.
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. If you are seeking

. I 'have no

. The orator was so
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(A) sarcastic...unfair

(B) blatant...overt

(C) sanguine...inherent
(D) metaphorical...implied
(E) bellicose...ardent

Modern architecture has discarded the
trimming on buildings and has concentrated on an
almost Greek simplicity of line.

(A) flamboyant
(B) austere

(C) inconspicuous
(D) aesthetic

(E) derivative

that will resolve all
our ailments, you are undertaking an impossible
task.

(A) a precedent
(B) a panacea
(C) an abstraction
(D) a direction
(E) acontrivance

motive in offering this advice;
I seek no personal advantage or honor.

(A) nominal
(B) altruistic
(C) incongruous
(D) disinterested
(E) ulterior

. This park has been preserved in all its

wildness so that visitors in future years may see
how people lived during the eighteenth century.

(A) hedonistic
(B) prospective
(C) esoteric

(D) untrammeled
(E) pristine

Though he was theoretically a friend of labor,
his voting record in Congress that
impression.

(A) implied

(B) created

(C) confirmed

(D) belied

(E) maintained

that the audience
became .

(A) soporific...drowsy

(B) inaudible...elated

(C) pompous...bombastic

(D) dramatic...affable

(E) convincing...moribund

attitude to the confer-
any supporters you may

If you carry this
ence, you will
have at this moment.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

(A) belligerent...delight
(B) truculent...alienate
(C) conciliatory...defer
(D) supercilious...attract
(E) ubiquitous...delight

The pittance the widow receives from
the government cannot keep her from poverty.

(A) magnanimous
(B) indulgent
(C) meticulous
(D) munificent
(E) meager

Harriman, Kennan, and Acheson were part of that
inner of the American diplomatic estab-
lishment whose distinguished legacy

U.S. foreign policy.

(A) circle...grieved

(B) sanctum...absorbed
(C) core...dominated
(D) life...biased

(E) coterie...exacerbated

The young man was quickly promoted when his
employers saw how he was.

(A) indigent
(B) indifferent
(C) assiduous
(D) lethargic
(E) cursory

For Miré, art became a ritual; paper and
pencils were holy objects to him and he worked as
though he were performing a religious rite.

(A) superficial
(B) sacred
(C) banal

(D) cryptic
(E) futile

Because it arrives so early in the season, before
many other birds, the robin has been called the
of spring.

(A) hostage

(B) autocrat

(C) compass

(D) newcomer

(E) harbinger

Shy and hypochondriacal, Madison was uncomfort-
able at public gatherings; his character made him a
most lawmaker and practicing politician.

(A) conscientious
(B) unlikely

(C) fervent

(D) gregarious
(E) effective



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The tapeworm is an example of organ-
ism, one that lives within or on another creature,
deriving some or all of its nutrients from its host.

(A) a hospitable
(B) an exemplary
(C) a parasitic

(D) an autonomous
(E) a protozoan

In place of the more general debate about abstract

principles of government that most delegates prob-

ably expected, the Constitutional Convention put
proposals on the table.

(A) theoretical
(B) vague

(C) concrete
(D) tentative
(E) redundant
Overindulgence character as well as
physical stamina.

(A) strengthens
(B) stimulates
(C) debilitates
(D) maintains
(E) provides

We must try to understand his momentary
for he has more strain
and anxiety than any among us.

(A) outcry...described

(B) senility...understood
(C) vision...forgotten

(D) generosity...desired
(E) aberration...undergone

He is opponent; you must respect and
fear him at all times.

(A) a redoubtable
(B) a disingenuous
(C) a pugnacious
(D) an insignificant
(E) acraven

Your tactics may compel me to cancel
the contract as the job must be finished on time.
(A) dilatory

(B) offensive

(C) repugnant

(D) infamous

(E) confiscatory

Sentence Completion Exercise D

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion
questions contains one or two blanks. These blanks
signify that a word or set of words has been left out.
Below each sentence are five words or sets of words.
For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best
reflects the sentence’s overall meaning.
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Truculent in defending their individual rights of

sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation,

the newly formed states constantly.

(A) apologized (B) digressed (C) conferred
(D) acquiesced (E) squabbled

. If the Titanic had hit the iceberg head on, its water-

tight compartments might have saved it from

, but it swerved to avoid the iceberg, and
in the collision so many compartments were
opened to the sea that disaster was

(A) foundering...inevitable
(B) sinking...escaped
(C) damage...limited
(D) buoyancy...unavoidable
(E) collapse...averted

. Written in an amiable style, the book provides a

comprehensive overview of European wines that
should prove inviting to both the virtual

and the experienced connoisseur.

(A) prodigal

(B) novice

(C) zealot

(D) miser

(E) glutton

The members of the religious sect ostracized the
who had abandoned their faith.

(A) coward
(B) suppliant
(C) litigant
(D) recreant
(E) proselyte

I am not attracted by the ____ life of the
, always wandering through the country-
side, begging for charity.
(A) proud...almsgiver
(B) noble...philanthropist
(C) affluent...mendicant
(D) natural...philosopher
(E) peripatetic...vagabond

themselves in her sar-
revealed.

Her true feelings
castic asides; only then was her

(A) concealed...sweetness
(B) manifested...bitterness
(C) hid...sarcasm

(D) developed...anxiety
(E) grieved...charm

They fired upon the enemy from behind trees,
walls, and any other point they could
find.

(A) conspicuous
(B) definitive
(C) vantage
(D) exposed
(E) indefensible
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Because Pauling stubbornly continued to believe in
the power of Vitamin C to cure cancer despite
much evidence to the contrary, his colleagues felt
he had lost his scientific

(A) tenacity

(B) experimentation

(C) daring

(D) apparatus

(E) objectivity

We need more men of culture and enlightenment;
we have too many among us.

(A) visionaries
(B) students
(C) philistines
(D) pragmatists
(E) philosophers

The sugar dissolved in water
that remained was an almost
the bottom of the glass.

; finally all
residue on

(A) quickly...lumpy

(B) immediately...fragrant
(C) gradually...imperceptible
(D) subsequently...glassy
(E) spectacularly...opaque

Alec Guinness has few equals among English-
speaking actors, and in his autobiography he
reveals himself to be an uncommonly

prose stylist as well.

(A) ambivalent
(B) infamous
(C) supercilious
(D) felicitous
(E) pedestrian

Traffic speed limits are set at a level that achieves
some balance between the danger of

speed and the desire of most people to travel as
quickly as possible.

(A) marginal

(B) normal

(C) prudent

(D) inadvertent

(E) excessive

Although the economy suffers downturns, it
also has strong and self-correcting
tendencies.

(A) unstable

(B) recidivist

(C) inauspicious
(D) recuperative
(E) self-destructive

. It is foolish to vent your spleen on

object; still, you make enemies that way.

(A) an inanimate...fewer
(B) an immobile...bitter

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(C) an interesting...curious
(D) an insipid...dull
(E) a humane...more

Since Cyrano de Bergerac did not wish to be under
an obligation to any man, he refused to be a
of Cardinal Richelieu.

(A) proselytizer
(B) mentor
(C) protégé
(D) benefactor
(E) predecessor

The leader of the group is the passionately com-
mitted Crimond, whose politics is
inversely proportional to his disciples’

political faith.

(A) retreat from...remote

(B) penchant for...ardent

(C) indifference to...jaundiced

(D) engagement in...lapsed

(E) disinclination for...problematic

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, Japanese-Americans were
of being spies for Japan, although there

was no to back up this accusation.

(A) acquitted...buttress
(B) tired...witness

(C) reminded...reason
(D) suspected...evidence
(E) exonerated...money

More than one friendly whale has nudged a boat
with such that passengers have been
knocked overboard.

(A) enthusiasm
(B) lethargy
(C) hostility
(D) serenity
(E) animosity

In seeking to rediscover Zora Neale Hurston, it is
intriguing to look at the figure she cut in the minds
of her contemporaries, the high regard she enjoyed
before shifting aesthetic values her to
curio status.

(A) emancipated
(B) deviated
(C) exported
(D) absolved
(E) relegated

We have become so democratic in our habits of
thought that we are convinced that truth is deter-
mined through of facts.

(A) a hierarchy

(B) a transcendance

(C) a plebiscite

(D) arepeal

(E) an ignorance



Sentence Completion Exercise E

Directions: Each of the following sentence completion
questions contains one or two blanks. These blanks
signify that a word or set of words has been left out.
Below each sentence are five words or sets of words.
For each blank, pick the word or set of words that best
reflects the sentence’s overall meaning.

1.

. Chaotic in conception but not in

Studded starfish are well protected from most
and parasites by surface
whose studs are actually modified spines.

(A) dangers...a vulnerable
(B) predators...an armored
(C) threats...a fragile

(D) challenges...an obtuse
(E) exigencies...a brittle

, Kelly’s
canvases are as neat as the proverbial pin.

(A) conceit
(B) theory
(C) execution
(D) origin
(E) intent

After having worked in the soup kitchen feeding
the hungry, the volunteer began to see her own
good fortune as and her difference from
the as chance rather than destiny.

(A) an omen...homeless
(B) a fluke...impoverished
(C) a threat...destitute

(D) areward...indigent
(E) alie...affluent

Some students are and want to take only
the courses for which they see immediate value.

(A) theoretical
(B) impartial
(C) pragmatic
(D) idealistic
(E) opinionated

Unlike the Shakespearean plays that lit up the
English stage, the “closet dramas” of the nineteenth
century were meant to be rather than

(A) seen...acted

(B) read...staged

(C) quiet...rancous

(D) sophisticated...urbane
(E) produced...performed

Japan’s industrial success is in part to its
tradition of group effort and , as opposed
to the emphasis on personal achievement that is a
prominent aspect of other industrial nations.

10.

11.

12.
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(A) responsive...independence
(B) related...introspection

(C) equivalent...solidarity
(D) subordinate...individuality
(E) attributed...cooperation

. I was so bored with the verbose and redundant

style of Victorian novelists that I welcomed the
change to the style of Hemingway.
(A) prolix

(B) consistent

(C) terse

(D) logistical

(E) florid

As head of the organization, he attended
social functions and civic meetings but had no
in the formulation of company policy.

(A) titular...voice

(B) hypothetical...vote
(C) former...pride

(D) nominal...competition
(E) actual...say

wit but his
at its satire.

His listeners enjoyed his
victims often

(A) lugubrious...suffered
(B) caustic...laughed
(O) kindly...smarted
(D) subtle...smiled

(E) trenchant...winced

The first forty years of life give us the text; the
next thirty supply the

(A) abridgement
(B) bibliography
(C) commentary
(D) epitaph

(E) title

The distinctive qualities of African music were not
appreciated or even by Westerners until
fairly recently.

(A) deplored
(B) revered
(C) ignored
(D) neglected
(E) perceived

It is only to the vain that all is vanity; and all is
only to those who have never been
themselves.

(A) arrogance...proud of
(B) deception...sincere with
(C) cowardice...afraid for
(D) indolence...bored by
(E) solitude...left to
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13. No act of was more pronounced than his
refusal of any rewards for his discovery.
(A) abeyance
(B) submission
(C) egoism
(D) denunciation
(E) abnegation

14. Tocqueville decided to swear the oath of loyalty
to the new Orleanist king in part (he
wanted to keep his position as magistrate), and
in part pragmatically (he was convinced that the
democratization of politics represented by the new
regime was
(A) expediently...calamitous
(B) opportunistically...inevitable
(C) imprudently...circumspect
(D) selflessly...idealistic
(E) theoretically...negligible

5. Unlike the gregarious Capote, who was never
happier than when he was in the center of a crowd
of celebrities, Faulkner, in later years, grew some-
what and shunned company.

(A) congenial
(B) decorous

(C) dispassionate
(D) reclusive
(E) ambivalent

16. She is a pragmatist, as to base her future
on impractical dreams as she would be to build a
castle on shifting sand.

(A) determined
(B) disinclined
(C) quick

(D) apt

(E) diligent

Answer Key
Sentence Completion Exercise A

1.C 6.B 11.B 16. B
2.B 7.B 12. C 17. A
3.D 8.D 13. E 18. E
4.C 9.B 14. K 19.D
5.C 10. E 15. A 20. A
Sentence Completion Exercise B
1.C 6. A 11. E 16. C
2.B 7. E 12.B 17. C
3.A 8.D 13.D 18.B
4. E 9.D 14.D 19. E
5.D 10. C 15.E 20. A

17. We are the intellects of the past; or,
rather, like children we take it for granted that
somebody must supply us with our supper and our

(A) ungrateful to...ideas
(B) dependent on...repose
(C) unfaithful to...needs
(D) fortunate in...allowance
(E) generous to...wants

18. During the middle of the eighteenth century, the
style in furniture and architecture,
marked by scrollwork and excessive decoration,
flourished.

(A) austere
(B) functional
(C) medieval
(D) rococo
(E) abstract

19. Although eighteenth-century English society as a
whole did not encourage learning for its own sake
in women, nonetheless it illogically
women’s sad lack of education.

(A) palliated
(B) postulated
(C) decried
(D) brooked
(E) vaunted

20. Faced with these massive changes, the government
keeps its own counsel; although generally benevo-
lent, it has always been regime.

(A) an altruistic

(B) an unpredictable
(C) areticent

(D) a sanguine

(E) an indifferent

Sentence Completion Exercise C

1.D 6.D 11.C 16.C
2.A 7. A 12.B 17.C
3.B 8.B 13.E 18. E

4. E 9. E 14. B 19. A
5.E 10. C 15.C 20. A
Sentence Completion Exercise D
1. E 6.B 11.D 16. E
2.A 7.C 12. E 17.D
3.B 8. E 13.D 18. A
4.D 9.C 14. A 19. E
5.E 10. C 15.C 20. C
Sentence Completion Exercise E
1.B 6.E 11.E 16. B
2.C 7.C 12.B 17. A
3.B 8. A 13. E 18.D
4.C 9. E 14. B 19.C
5.B 10.C 15D  20.C
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Reading
Comprehension
Questions

M Testing Tactics

B Practice Exercises

Hl Answer Key

GRE reading comprehension questions test your ability
to understand what you read —both content and tech-
nique. Each verbal section on the GRE CAT includes
two to four relatively short passages, each passage fol-
lowed by two to four questions. A passage may deal
with the sciences (including medicine, botany, zoology,
chemistry, physics, geology, astronomyy); the humani-
ties (including art, literature, music, philosophy, folklore);
or the social sciences (inciuding history, economics,
sociology, government). Some passages are strictly
objective, explaining or describing a phenomenon or
process neutrally. Others reflect a particular bias or
point of view: the author is trying to convince the reader
to share his or her opinion about the subject being
discussed.

The GRE tends to take its reading passages from The
New York Review of Books, from prestigious university
presses (Harvard, Princeton, Oxford), from schotarly
journals. Often the test-makers hit academically “hot”
topics — biodiesel fuels, plate tectonics, damage to the
ozone layer, Arthurian romance, the status of women’s
literature —that have aroused controversy over the past

several decades. Frequently they edit these passages
to make them more demanding both in vocabulary level
and in grammatical complexity.

Some of the reading comprehension questions on the
GRE are factual, asking you about specific details in
the passages. Others ask you to interpret the passages,
to make judgments about them. Still others ask you to
recognize various techniques used by the authors or
possible applications of their ideas to other circum-
stances. Some questions include lengthy and. complex
statements, as lengthy and compiex as any sentences
in the passage. Read the questions closely, as closely
as you read the text. Be sure, in answering reading
comprehension questions, that you read alf the answer
choices before deciding which is correct.

The reading comprehension questions following each
passage are not arranged in order of difficulty. They are
arranged to reflect the way the passage’s content is
organized. A question based on information found at the
beginning of the passage generally will come before a
question based on information at the passage’s end.

Testing Tactics

% First Read the Question,
Then Read the Passage

In responding to reading comprehension passages on
the CAT, you generally will have to consider more
material than can fit conveniently on a single screen.
You will confront a split screen similar to the one on the
next page. On one half of the screen you will see the

question you must answer; on the other you will see a
segment of the passage under consideration. You will
have to scroll through the passage in order to read the
text in its entirety. (For a more comprehensive explana-
tion of scrolling through passages, see Chapter 2.)
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00:07:08 Verbal Skills Test

Questions 8 to 9

Both societies are territorial: they
occupy a particular home range,
which they defend against intruders,

Likewise, both are cooperative:
members organize themselves into
working groups that observe a
clearty-defined division of labor. In
addition, members of both groups
can convey to each other a range of
basic emotions and personal
information: animosity, fright, hunger,
rank within a particular caste, and
ability to reproduce. Wilson readily
concedes that, from a specialist's
perspective, such a likeness may at
first appear superficial, even
unscientifically glib.

Nonetheless, in this eminent scholar's
judgment, “it is out of such deliberate
oversimplification that the beginnings
of a general theory are made."

| = | Y
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Under these conditions, clearly only one tactic works:
first read the guestion, then read the passage.

1. Read the question carefuily, so that you are sure you
understand what it is asking. Decide whether it is
asking about a specific, readily identifiable detail
within the passage, or whether it is asking about the
passage as a whole. Note any key words in the
question that may help you spot where the answer
may be found.

2. Next, turn to the passage. Read as rapidly as you
can with understanding, but do not force yourself. Do
not worry about the time element. If you worry about
not finishing the test, you will begin to take shortcuts
and miss the correct answer in your haste.

3. As you read the opening sentences, try to anticipate
what the passage will be about. Whom or what is the
author talking about? What, in other words, is the
fopic of this passage?

4. As you scroll through the passage, think about what
kind of writing this is. What is the author trying to do?

Is the author trying to explain some aspect of the
topic?

Is the author trying to describe some aspect of the
topic?

Learn to Spot the Major
Reading Question Types

Which of the following statements best
describes the organization of the author's
discussion of the importance of the termite/
macaque comparison in the development of a
unified science of sociobiology?

™ He provides an example of a comparison

and then rejects its implications.

B8l (O He concedes that current data are

insufficient and maodifies his initial
assertion of their importance.

C He acknowledges hypothetical objections ]

to the comparison, but concludes by
reaffirming its significance.

> He cites critical appraisals of the

comparison, but refrains from making an
appraisal of his own.

{ C He notes an ambiguity in the comparison,

but finally concedes its validity.

Is the author trying to argue or debate some
aspect of the topic?

What does the author feel about this topic? What
audience is the author addressing here? Answering
these questions will give you a sense of the passage
as a whole.

. Use your scratch paper intelligently. Take brief notes

of important words or phrases in different paragraphs
so that you can scroll back to them quickly when you
want to verify an answer choice. You may also want
to note key words in gquestion stems (words like
EXCEPT and LEAST, which the test-makers capi-
talize for emphasis, and that restrict your answer
choice).

. Your first scrolling through the passage should give

you a general impression of the scope of the pas-
sage and of the location of its major subdivisions. In
order to answer the question properly, you must go
back to the passage to verify your answer choice.
Do not rely on your memory. Above all, do not rely
on anything you may have learned from your reading
or courses about the topic of this passage. Base your
answer on what this passage says, not on what you
know from other sources.

Just as it will help you to know the common types of If you can recognize just what a given question is asking
analogies found on the GRE, it will also help you to for, you will be better able to tell which reading tactic to
familiarize yourself with the major types of reading apply.

questions on the test.



Here are seven categories of reading questions you are

likely to face:

1. Main Idea Questions that test your ability to find the
central thought of a passage or to judge its signifi-
cance often take one of the following forms:

The main point of the passage is to...

The passage is primarily concerned with...

The author’s primary purpose in this passage is
to...

The chief theme of the passage can best be
described as...

Which of the following titles best states the central

idea of the passage?
Which of the following statements best expresses
the main idea of the passage?

2. Finding Specific Details Questions that test your
ability to understand what the author states explicitly
are often worded:

According to the author,...
The author states all of the following EXCEPT...

According to the passage, which of the following is

true of the...

The passage supplies information that would
answer which of the following questions?
Which of the following statements is (are) best
supported by the passage?

Which of the following is NOT cited in the passage

as evidence of...

3. Drawing Inferences Questions that test your ability

to go beyond the author's explicit statements and see

what these statements imply may be worded:

It can be inferred from the passage that...

The author implies that...

The passage suggests that...

Which of the following statements about...can be
inferred from the passage?

4. Application to Other Situations Questions that test
your ability to recognize how the author’s ideas might

apply to other situations often are worded:

With which of the following statements would the
author of the passage be most likely to agree?
With which of the following aphorisms would the
author be in strongest agreement?

The opening and closing sentences of a paragraph are

key sentences for you to read. They can serve as guide-

posts, pointing out the author’s main idea.

When you are asked to determine a passage’'s main
idea, always check the opening and summary sen-
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The author’s argument would be most weakened
by the discovery of which of the following?

The author’s contention would be most clearly
strengthened if which of the following were found
to be true?

Which of the following examples could best be
substituted for the author's example of...

Which of the following statements would be most
likely to begin the paragraph immediately following
the passage?

The author is most probably addressing which of
the following audiences?

5. Tone/Attitude Questions that test your ability to
sense an author's emotional state often take the
form:

The author’s attitude toward the problem can best
be described as...

The author regards that idea that...with...

The author’s tone in the passage is that of a
person attempting to...

Which of the following best describes the author's
tone in the passage?

6. Technique Questions that test your ability to recog-
nize a passage’s method of organization or technique
often are worded:

Which of the following best describes the develop-
ment of this passage?

In presenting the argument, the author does all of
the following EXCEPT...

The relationship between the second paragraph
and the first paragraph can best be described as...
In the passage, the author makes the central point
primarily by...

The organization of the passage can best be
described as...

7. Determining the Meaning of Words from Their
Context Questions that test your ability to work out
the meaning of unfamiliar words from their context
often are worded:

As it is used in the passage, the term...can best
be described as...

The phrase...is used in the passage to mean that...
As used by the author, the term...refers to...

The author uses the phrase...to describe...

When Asked to Find the Main Idea, Be
Sure to Check the Opening and Summary
Sentences of Each Paragraph

tences of each paragraph. Authors typically provide
readers with a sentence that expresses a paragraph's
main idea succinctly. Although such topic sentences
may appear anywhere in the paragraph, readers
customarily look for them in the opening or closing
sentences.
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Note that in GRE reading passages topic sentences are
sometimes implied rather than stated directly. If you can-
not find a topic sentence, ask yourself these questions:

1. Who or what is this passage about?
(The subject of the passage can be a person,
place, or thing. It can be something abstract, such
as an idea. It can even be a process, or some-
thing in motion, for which no single-word synonym
exists.)

2. What aspect of this subject is the author talking
about?

3. What is the author trying to get across about this
aspect of the subject?
(Decide the most important thing that is being said
about the subject. Either the subject must be
doing something, or something is being done to it.)

Read the following natural science passage and apply
this tactic.

According to Wilson', only when we are able
to apply the same parameters and mathematical
principles to weighing both troops of rhesus

Line macaques and termite colonies will a unified

(5) science of sociobiology finally exist. While rec-

ognizing that many of his colleagues question
such an outcome, Wilson, one of sociobiology’s
leading proponents, finds himself simultaneously
more and more struck by the functional similar-

(10) ities that characterize both insect and vertebrate
societies and less concerned with the structural
differences that divide them to such an apparently
irreconcilable degree. Thus, he freely compares
termites and macaques, pointing out numerous

(15) likenesses between them. Both societies are
territorial: they occupy a particular home range,
which they defend against intruders. Likewise,
both are cooperative: members organize them-
selves into working groups that observe a clearly-

(20) defined division of labor. In addition, members
of both groups can convey to each other a range
of basic emotions and personal information:
animosity, fright, hunger, rank within a particular
caste, and ability to reproduce. Wilson readily

(25) concedes that, from a specialist’s perspective,
such a likeness may at first appear superficial,
even unscientifically glib. Nonetheless, in this
eminent scholar’s judgment, “it is out of such
deliberate oversimplification that the beginnings

(30) of a general theory are made.”

‘Edwin O. Wilson, Harvard professor and author
of Sociobiology.

Now look at a typical main idea question on this passage.

(B) It is necessary to study both biology and
sociology in order to appreciate how animals
as different as termites and rhesus macaques
can be said to resemble each other.

(C) The majority of animal species arrange them-
selves in societies whose patterns of group
behavior resemble those of human societies.

(D) It is worthwhile noting that animals as dis-
similar as termites and rhesus monkeys
observe certain analogous and predictable
behavior patterns.

(E) An analysis of the ways in which insect and
vertebrate societies resemble one another
could supply the foundation for a unified
science of sociobiology.

Which of the following best summarizes the

author’s main point?

(A) Facile and simplistic comparisons of animal
societies could damage the prospects for

the establishment of a unified science of
sociobiology.

Look at the opening and summary sentences of the pas-
sage: “only when we are able to apply the same param-
eters and mathematical principles to weighing both troops
of rhesus macaques and termite colonies will a unified
science of sociobiology finally exist...it is out of such
deliberate oversimplification that the beginnings of a gen-
eral theory are made.” First, is there a person, place,
thing, idea, or process that is common to both sen-
tences? Are there any words in the last sentence that
repeat something in the first? A general theory repeats
the idea of a unified science of sociobiology. The para-
graph’s subject seems to be the unified science of socio-
biology. Note as well the words pointing to expectations
for the future—wiill...finally exist, beginnings. The tone of
both sentences appears positive: when certain conditions
are met, then, in Wilson’s view, a specific result will
follow—we will have a unified science or general theory
of sociobiology. This result, however, is not guaranteed;
it can come about only if the conditions are met.

Now turn to the answer choices. What does Choice A
say about a unified science of sociobiology? It states
some things could make it less likely, not more likely,
to come about. Choice A is incorrect; it contradicts the
passage’s sense that a unified science of sociobiology
is a likely outcome. Choices B, C, and D also may be
incorrect: not one of them mentions a unified science of
sociobiology. On closer inspection, Choice B proves
incorrect: it makes an unsupported statement that one
needs biological and sociological education to under-
stand the resembiances between insects and verte-
brates. Choice C also proves incorrect: it goes far
beyond what the passage actually states. Where the
passage speaks in terms of termites and rhesus
macaques, Choice C speaks in terms of the majority of
animal species and extends the comparison to include
humans as well. Choice D, while factually correct
according to the passage, is incorrect because it is too
narrow in scope. It ignores the author's main point; it
fails to include Wilson's interest in the possibility that a
study of such similar patterns of behavior might lead to
a general theory of sociobiology. The correct answer
is Choice E. It is the only statement that speaks of a
unified science of sociobiology as a likely possibility.
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Too Spetific or Too Broad

A paragraph has been defined as a group of sentences
revolving around a central theme. An appropriate title
for a paragraph, therefore, must express this central
theme that each of the sentences in the paragraph
develops. It should be neither too broad nor too narrow
in scope; it should be specific and yet comprehensive
enough to include all the essential ideas presented by
the sentences. A good title for a passage of two or more
paragraphs should express the thoughts of ALL the
paragraphs.

When you are trying to select the best title for a pas-
sage, watch out for words that come straight out of the
passage. They may not always be your best choice.

This second question on the sociobiology passage is a
title question. Note how it resembles questions on the
passage’s purpose or main idea.

When Asked to Choose a Title,
Watch Qut for Choices That Are

Which of the following is the best title for the

passage?

(A) Deceptive Comparisons: Oversimplification
in Biological Research

(B) An Uncanny Likeness: Termites and Rhesus
Macaques

(C) Structural Dissimilarities Between Insects and
Vertebrates

(D) Arguments Against a Science of Sociobiology

(E) Sociobiology: Intimations of a General
Theory

In determining the attitude, mood, or tone of an author,
examine the specific diction used. |s the author using
adjectives to describe the subject? If so, are they words
like fragrant, tranquil, magnanimous—words with posi-
tive connotations? Or are they words like fetid, ruffled,
stingy—words with negative connotations?

When we speak, our tone of voice conveys our mood—
frustrated, cheerful, critical, gloomy, angry. When we
write, our images and descriptive phrases get our feel-
ings across.

The next model question on the Wilson passage is an
attitude question. Note the range of feelings in the
answer choices.
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Choice A is incorrect: it is at once too narrow and too
broad. It is too narrow in that the passage refers to
oversimplification only in passing; it does not have over-
simplification as its subject. It is too broad in that the
passage emphasizes sociobiology, not the whole realm
of biological research. It is also misleading; the passage
never asserts that the deliberate oversimplification of the
comparison between termites and macaques is intended
to deceive.

Choice B is incorrect: it is too narrow. True, the author
discusses the resemblance between termite and
macaque societies; however, this likeness is not his
subject. He discusses it to provide an example of the
sort of comparison that may lay the groundwork for a
potential science of sociobiology.

Choice C is also incorrect because it is not inclusive
enough. It fails to mention the potential science of
sociobiology. In addition, while the passage refers to
structural differences between insect and vertebrate
societies, it stresses structural similarities, not structural
dissimilarities.

Choices D and E both mention the theory of socio-
biology. Which is the better title for the piece? Clearly,
Choice E: the author is not arguing against the potential
science of sociobiology; he is reporting Wilson’s
opinions concerning the likelihood of sociobiology’s
emergence as a unified science. Thus, he finds in the
termite-macaque comparison intimations or hints of an
incipient general theory.

When Asked to Determine Questions of Attitude,
Mood, or Tone, Look for Words That Convey
Emotion, Express Values, or Paint Pictures

According to the author, Wilson’s attitude toward
the prospect of a unified theory in sociobiology
can best be characterized as which of the
following?

(A) Unconditional enthusiasm
(B) Cautious optimism

(C) Unbiased objectivity

(D) Resigned acquiescence
(E) Strong displeasure

How does Wilson feel about the possibility of a unified
theory of sociobiology? The answer choices range from
actively negative (strong displeasure) to actively positive
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(unconditional enthusiasm), with passively negative
(resigned acquiescence), neutral (unbiased objectivity),
and guardedly positive (cautious optimism) in between.

Wilson’s attitude toward the possibility of a unified
theory of sociobiology is implicit in the author’'s choice
of words. It is clear that Wilson views this possibility
positively; the whole thrust of his argument is that the
current studies of the similarities between insect and
vertebrate societies could mark the beginnings of such
a unified theory and that the specialist should not dis-
miss these studies as glib or simpieminded. Note in the
second sentence how the author describes Wilson as a
leading proponent or champion of sociobiology, some-
one whose feelings about the field are by definition
positive.

Wilson is certainly not unhappy or strongly displeased
with this potential unified theory, nor is he merely long-
suffering or resigned to it. Similarly, he is not unbiased
and objective about it; he actively involves himself

in arguing the case for sociobiology. Thus, you can
eliminate Choices C, D, and E. But how do you decide
between the two positive terms, enthusiasm and

In developing the main idea of a passage, a writer will
make statements to support his or her point. To answer
questions about such supporting details, you must find a
word or group of words in the passage supporting your
choice of answer. The words “according to the passage”
or “according to the author” should focus your attention
on what the passage explicitly states. Do not be misfed
into choosing an answer (even one that makes good
sense) if you cannot find it supported by the text.

Detail questions often ask about a particular phrase or
line. In such cases, use the following technique:

1. Look for key words (nouns or verbs) in the answer
choices.

2. Scroll through the passage, looking for those key
words or their synonyms. (This is scanning. It is what
you do when you look up someone’s number in the
phone directory.)

3. When you find a key word or its synonym in a sen-
tence, reread that sentence to make sure the test-
makers haven’'t used the original wording to mislead
you.

Read the following brief passage and apply this tactic.

What is involved in the process of visual
recognition? First, like computer data, visual
memories of an object must be stored; then, a

optimism, Choice A and Choice B? To decide between
them, you must look carefully at the adjectives modifying
them. Is Wilson’s enthusiasm unqualified or uncondi-
tional? You may think so, but look again. The opening
sentence states a basic condition that must be met
before there can be a unified science of sociobiology:
the same parameters and mathematical principles must
be used to analyze insect and vertebrate societies.
Though a proponent of sociobiology, Wilson is first and
foremost a scientist, one who tests hypotheses and
comes to logical conclusions about them. Unconditional
enthusiasm seems to overstate his attitude.

Choice A appears incorrect. What of Choice B? (s
Wilson’s optimism cautious or guarded? Yes. According
to the passage, Wilson is aware that specialists may
well find fault with the sociobiologist’s conclusions; the
passage uses terms that convey values, first the nega-
tive “superficial, even unscientifically glib” to suggest the
specialist's negative attitude towards sociobiology, then
the positive “deliberate” to convey Wilson's own more
positive response. The correct answer is Choice B.

When Asked About Specific Details in the Passage,
Spot Key Words in the Question and Scan the
Passage to Find Them (or Their Synonyms)

Line mechanism must exist for them to be retrieved.
(5) But how does this process work? The eye triggers

the nerves into action. This neural activity con-
structs a picture in the brain’s memory system, an
internal image of the object observed. When the
eye once again confronts that object, the object is

(10) compared with its internal image; if the two
images match, recognition takes place.

Among psychologists, the question as to
whether visual recognition is a parallel, single-
step operation or a sequeritial, step-by-step one is

(15) the subject of much debate. Gestalt psychologists
contend that objects are perceived as wholes in a
parallel operation: the internal image is matched
with the retinal impression in one single step.
Psychologists of other schools, however, suggest

(20) the opposite, maintaining that the individual fea-
tures of an object are matched serially with the
features of its internal image. Some experiments
have demonstrated that the more well-known an
object is, the more holistic its internal image

(25) becomes, and the more parallel the process of
recognition tends to be. Nonetheless, the bulk of
the evidence appears to uphold the serial hypothe-
sis, at least for simple objects that are relatively
unfamiliar to the viewer.

Now look at the following question on a specific detail in
the passage.



According to the passage, psychologists of the
Gestalt school assume which of the following
about the process of visual recognition?

I. The image an object makes on the retina is
exactly the same as its internal image.

II. The mind recognizes a given object as a
whole; it has no need to analyze the
object’s constituent parts individually.

III. The process of matching an object with its
internal image takes place in a single step.

(A) I only

(B) III only

(C) I and III only
(D) II and III only
(E) L 1L, and 111

You can arrive at the correct answer to this question by
elimination.

First, quickly scan the passage looking for the key word
Gestalt. The sentence mentioning Gestalt psychologists
states they maintain that objects are recognized as

In Language in Thought and Action, S. |. Hayakawa
defines an inference as “a statement about the unknown
made on the basis of the known.”

Inference questions require you to use your own judg-
ment. You must not take anything directly stated by the
author as an inference. Instead, you must look for clues
in the passage that you can use in deriving your own
conclusion. You should choose as your answer a state-
ment that is a logical development of the information the
author has provided.

Try this relatively easy inference question, based on the
previous passage about visual recognition.

One can infer from the passage that, in visual
recognition, the process of matching

(A) requires neural inactivity

(B) cannot take place if an attribute of a familiar
object has been altered in some way

(C) cannot occur when the observer looks at an
object for the very first time

(D) has now been proven to necessitate both
serial and parallel processes

(E) can only occur when the brain receives a
retinal image as a single unit
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wholes in a parallel procedure. The sentence immedi-
ately preceding defines a parallel procedure as one that
takes only one step.

Now examine the statements. Do Gestalt psychologists
maintain that an object’s retinal image is exactly the
same as its internal image? Statement | is unsupported
by the passage. Therefore, you can eliminate Choices C
and E.

Statement Il is supported by the passage: lines 15-17
indicate that Gestalt psychologists believe objects are
recognized as wholes. Therefore, you can eliminate
Choice B.

Statement Ill is supported by the passage: lines 17-18
indicate that Gestalt psychologists believe matching is a
paraliel process that occurs in one step. Therefore, you
can eliminate Choice A.

Oniy Choice D is left. It is the correct answer.

Note how necessary it is to point to specific lines in the
passage when you answer questions on specific details.

When Asked to Make Inferences, Base
Your Answers on What the Passage
Implies, Not What It States Directly

Go through the answer choices, eliminating any choices
that obviously contradict what the passage states or
implies. Remember that in answering inference ques-
tions you must go beyond the obvious, beyond what the
authors explicitly state, o look for fogical implications of
what they say.

Choice A is incorrect. Nothing in the passage suggests
that the matching process requires or demands neural
inactivity. Rather, the entire process of visual recogni-

tion, including the matching of images, requires neural
activity.

Choice D is incorrect. It is clear from the passage that
the matching process is not fully understood; nothing yet
has been absolutely proven. The weight of the evidence
seems to support the serial hypothesis, but controversy
still surrounds the entire question.

Choice E is incorrect. It can be eliminated because it
directly contradicts information in the passage stating
that recognition most likely is a serial or step-by-step
process rather than a parallel one receiving an image
as a single unit.

Choices B and C are left. Which is a possible inference?
Choice C seems a possible inference. Although the
author never says so, it seems logical that you could not
match an object if you had never seen it before. After
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all, if you had never seen the object before, you would
have no prior internal image of it and would have noth-
ing with which to match it. What of Choice B? Nothing in
the passage mentions altering any attributes or features
of a familiar object. Therefore, on the basis of the pas-
sage you have no way to deduce whether matching
would or would not be possible if such a change took
place. There is not enough information in the passage to
justify Choice B as an inference. The correct answer is
Choice C.

Another, more difficult inference question is based on
the previous excerpt reviewing Wilson’s Sociobiology.
Review the passage briefly and see how you do with a
question that very few of the examinees would have
answered correctly.

According to Wilson, only when we are able
to apply the same parameters and mathematical
principles to weighing both troops of rhesus

Line macaques and termite colonies will a unified

(5) science of sociobiology finally exist. While rec-

ognizing that many of his colleagues question
such an outcome, Wilson, one of sociobiology’s
leading proponents, finds himself simultaneously
more and more struck by the functional similari-

(10) ties that characterize both insect and vertebrate
societies and less concerned with the structural
differences that divide them to such an apparently
irreconcilable degree. Thus, he freely compares
termites and macaques, pointing out numerous

(15) likenesses between them. Both societies are
territorial: they occupy a particular home range,
which they defend against intruders. Likewise,
both are cooperative: members organize them-
selves into working groups that observe a clearly-

(20) defined division of labor. In addition, members
of both groups can convey to each other a range
of basic emotions and personal information:
animosity, fright, hunger, rank within a particular
caste, and ability to reproduce. Wilson readily

(25) concedes that, from a specialist’s perspective,
such a likeness may at first appear superficial,
even unscientifically glib. Nonetheless, in this
eminent scholar’s judgment, “it is out of such
deliberate oversimplification that the beginnings

(30) of a general theory are made.”

In analyzing insect and vertebrate societies, the
passage suggests which of the following?

(A) A clearly-defined division of labor is a
distinguishing feature of most insect and
vertebrate societies.

(B) The caste structures of insect and vertebrate
societies share certain likenesses.

(C) Most insect and vertebrate societies utilize
cooperative groups to hold and defend their
home range.

(D) The system of communication employed by
members of insect societies resembles the

system that members of vertebrate societies
follow.

(E) Major structural differences exist between
insect and vertebrate societies.

Why would most examinees answer this question
incorrectly? The reason is simple: it is easy to confuse
statements made about specific insect and vertebrate
societies with statements made about insect and verte-
brate societies in general. In this passage, in the fourth
sentence, the author switches from talking about
Wilson’s views of insect and vertebrate societies in
general and refers to his comments on termites and
macaques in specific.

Go through the answer choices one by one. Does the
passage suggest that a clearly-defined division of labor
distinguishes most insect and vertebrate societies? No.
It merely states that, according to Wilson, a clearcut
division of labor is a characteristic of termite and rhesus
macaque societies. Choice A is incorrect: you cannot
justify leaping from a single type of insect (fermites) and
a single type of vertebrate (rhesus macaques) to most
insects and most vertebrates.

Does the passage suggest that the caste structure of
insect societies shares certain likenesses with that of
their counterparts in vertebrate societies? No. It merely
states that, according to Wilson, termites and macaques
both can communicate rank within a particular caste.
Choice B is incorrect. You cannot assume that the caste
structure of insect societies is similar to the caste struc-
ture of vertebrate societies just because termites and
rhesus macaques both have some way to communicate
caste status or rank.

Does the passage suggest that most insect and verte-
brate societies form cooperative groups in order to hold
and defend their home range or territory? No. It merely
states that termites and macaques organize themselves
into cooperative groups, and that both species occupy
and defend territories. Choice C is incorrect: again,

you cannot justify leaping from termites and rhesus
macaques to most insects and most vertebrates.

Does the passage suggest that the system of communi-
cation employed by members of insect societies resem-
bles that employed by members of vertebrate societies?
No. It merely states that communication among termites
and macaques serves similar ends; it says nothing
about the specific systems of communication they use,
nor about those systems of communication used by
other insects and vertebrates. Choice D is incorrect.

The correct answer is Choice E. In the passage, the
author states that Wilson has grown less impressed
“with the structural differences that divide them (i.e.,
insect and vertebrate societies) to such an apparently
irreconcilable degree.” This suggests that, even though
Wilson may be unimpressed with them, these differ-
ences exist and are major.



GRE application questions require you to do three
things:

1. Reason—If X is true, then Y must also be true.

2. Perceive Feelings—If the author feels this way about
subject A, he probably feels a certain way about
subject B.

3. Sense a Larger Structure—This passage is part of
an argument for a proposal, or part of a description of
a process, or part of a critique of a hypothesis.

Like inference questions, application questions require
you to go beyond what the author explicitly states.
Application questions, however, ask you to go well
beyond a simple inference, using clues in the passage
to interpret possible reasons for actions and possible
outcomes of events. Your concern is to comprehend
how the author’s ideas might apply to other situations,
or be affected by them. To do so, you have to put your-
self in the author’s place.

Imagine you are the author. What are you arguing for?
Given what you have just stated in the passage, what
would you want to say next? What might hurt your argu-
ment? What might make it stronger? What kind of audi-
ence would appreciate what you have to say? Whom
are you trying to convince? If you involve yourself
personally with the passage, you will be better able to
grasp it in its entirety and see its significance.

Answer the following application question based on the
previous passage discussing Wilson’s Sociobiology.

Which of the following statements would be
most likely to begin the paragraph immediately
following the passage?

(A) Wilson has raised a problem in ethical

philosophy in order to characterize the
essence of the discipline of sociobiology.

Nearhy Context Clues

When a question in the reading comprehension part of
an examination asks for the meaning of a word, that
meaning can usually be deduced from the word’s con-
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When Asked to Apply ldeas from the
Passage to a New Situation, Put
Yourself in the Author’s Place

(B) It may not be too much to say that sociology
and the other social sciences are the last
branches of biology waiting to be integrated
into neo-Darwinist evolutionary theory.

(C) Although behavioral biology is traditionally
spoken of as if it were a unified subject, it
is now emerging as two distinct disciplines
centered on neurophysiology and socio-
biology, respectively.

(D) The formulation of a theory of sociobiology
constitutes, in Wilson’s opinion, one of the
great manageable problems of biology for
the next twenty or thirty years.

(E) In the past, the development of sociobiology
has been slowed by too close an identifica-
tion with ethology and behavioral
psychology.

As you know from answering the previous main idea
and attitude questions, Wilson’s point is that students of
insect and vertebrate societies may be on the verge of
devising a general theory of sociobiology. Like Wilson,
the author of the passage appears optimistic about the
likelihood of developing this unified science. At the same
time, again like Wilson, he is cautious; he too does not
wish to overstate the case. '

Put yourself in the author’s piace. What would you be
likely to say next? The author has just been describing
Wilson’s hopeful view of the prospects for putting
together a general theory of sociobiology. What would
be more natural than for him next to discuss Wilson's
opinion of a time frame for formulating this general
theory? Choice D, with its confident yet judicious view of
the formulation of a theory of sociobiology as “one of the
great manageable problems of biology for the next
twenty or thirty years,” seems a logical extension of
what the passage has just been saying. While Choices
A, B, C, and E all touch on sociobiology in some way,
none of them follows as naturally from the passage's
immediate argument.

When Asked to Give the Meaning
of an Unfamiliar Word, Look for

text. The purpose of this kind of question is to determine
how well you can extract meaning from the text, not how
extensive your general vocabulary is.
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Sometimes the unknown word is a common word used
in one of its special or technical meanings. For example:

He threw the pot in an hour. The wheel turned
busily and the shape grew quickly as his fingers
worked the wet, spinning clay. (Throw here means
to shape on a potter's wheel.)

At other times, the unknown word may bear a deceptive
resemblance to a known word.

He fell senseless to the ground. (He was uncon-
scious. He did not fall foolishly or nonsensically to
the ground.)

Just because you know one meaning of a word, do not
assume that you know its meaning as it is used in a
particular passage. You must look within the passage
for clues. Often authors will use an unfamiliar word and
then immediately define it within the same sentence.
The two words or groups of words are juxtaposed—set
beside one another—to make their relationship clear.
Commas, hyphens, and parentheses may signal this
relationship.

1. The rebec, a medieval stringed instrument played
with a bow, has only three strings.

2. Paleontologists—students of fossil remains—explore
the earth’s history.

3. Most mammals are quadrupeds (four-footed
animals).

Often an unfamiliar word in one clause of a sentence
will be defined or clarified in the sentence’s other
clause.

1. The early morning dew had frozen, and everything
was covered with a thin coat of rime.

2. Cowards, we use euphemisms when we cannot bear
the truth, calling our dead “the dear departed,” as if
they have just left the room.

Refer once more to the passage on visual recognition to
answer the following question.

What is involved in the process of visual
recognition? First, like computer data, visual
memories of an object must be stored; then, a

Line mechanism must exist for them to be retrieved.
(5) But how does this process work? The eye triggers

a Passage’s Organization

Another aspect of understanding the author’s point is
understanding how the author organizes what he has to
say. You have to understand how the author makes his
point, figure out whether he begins with his thesis or

the nerves into action. This neural activity con-
structs a picture in the brain’s memory system, an
internal image of the object observed. When the
eye once again confronts that object, the object is

(10) compared with its internal image; if the two
images match, recognition takes place.

Among psychologists, the question as to
whether visual recognition is a parallel, single-
step operation or a sequential, step-by-step one is

(15) the subject of much debate. Gestalt psychologists
contend that objects are perceived as wholes in a
parallel operation: the internal image is matched
with the retinal impression in one single step.
Psychologists of other schools, however, suggest

(20) the opposite, maintaining that the individual fea-
tures of an object are matched serially with the
features of its internal image. Some experiments
have demonstrated that the more well-known an
object is, the more holistic its internal image

(25) becomes, and the more parallel the process of
recognition tends to be. Nonetheless, the bulk of
the evidence appears to uphold the serial hypothe-
sis, at least for simple objects that are relatively
unfamiliar to the viewer.

Familiarize Yourself with the
Technical Terms Used to Describe

Which of the following phrases could best replace
“the more holistic its internal image becomes”
(lines 24-25) without significantly changing the
sentence’s meaning?

(A) the more its internal image increases in detail
(B) the more integrated its internal image grows
(C) the more its internal image decreases in size
(D) the more it reflects its internal image

(E) the more indistinct its internal image appears

What words or phrases in the vicinity of “the more holis-
tic its internal image becomes” give you a clue to the
phrase’s meaning? The phrase immediately following,
“becomes more parallel.” If the recognition process
becomes more parallel as an object becomes more
familiar, then matching takes place in one step in which
all the object’s features are simultaneously transformed
into a single internal representation. Thus, to say that an
object’s internal image becomes more holistic is to say
that it becomes more integrated or whole. The correct
answer is Choice B.

main idea or works up to it gradually. Often this means
observing how the opening sentence or paragraph
relates to the passage as a whole.
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Here is a technique question based on the last two sen-
tences of the passage about sociobiology. Those lines
are repeated here so that you can easily refer to them.

Wilson readily concedes that, from a specialist's
perspective, such a likeness may at first appear
superficial, even unscientifically glib. Nonetheless,
in this eminent scholar’s judgment, “it is out of
such deliberate oversimplification that the begin-
nings of a general theory are made.”

‘Which of the following statements best describes
the organization of the author’s discussion of the
importance of the termite/macaque comparison in
the development of a unified science of socio-
biology (lines 24-31)?

(A) He provides an example of a comparison and
then rejects its implications.

(B) He concedes that current data are insufficient
and modifies his initial assertion of their
importance.

(C) He acknowledges hypothetical objections
to the comparison, but concludes by re-
affirming its significance.

(D) He cites critical appraisals of the comparison,
but refrains from making an appraisal of
his own.

(E) He notes an ambiguity in the comparison,
but finally concedes its validity.

Consider the first clause of each answer choice.
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In his comment on how things may seem from the spe-
cialist's point of view, does the author provide an exam-
ple of a comparison? No. He refers to a comparison
made earlier. Therefore, you can eliminate Choice A.

Does he concede the insufficiency of current data? Not
quite. He states that some people may quarrel with the
comparison because it seems glib to them; he does not
grant that they are right or that the data are inadequate.
Therefore, you can eliminate Choice B.

Does he acknowledge hypothetical objections to the
comparison? Definitely. Make a note to come back later
to Choice C.

Does he cite critical appraisals of the comparison?
Possibly. Again, make a note of Choice D.

Does he note an ambiguity in the comparison? No. He
notes an objection to the comparison; he mentions no
ambiguities within it. Therefore, you can eliminate
Choice E.

Now consider the second clause of Choices C and D.
Does the author refrain from making an appraisal of the
comparison? No. He calls it a deliberate oversimplifica-
tion that may bear fruit. Choice D is incorrect. Does the
author conclude by reaffirming the significance of the
termite/macaque comparison? Clearly he does; he
quotes Wilson’s conclusion that such oversimplified
comparisons can provide the basis for an important
general theory. The correct answer is Chaice C.

Practice Exercises

Reading Gomprehension Exercise A

Directions: Each of the following reading comprehen-
sion questions are based on the content of the following
passage. Read the passage and then determine the best
answer choice for each question. Base your choice on
what this passage states directly or implies, not on any
information you may have gained elsewhere.

One phase of the business cycle is the expan-
sion phase. This phase is a twofold one, including
recovery and prosperity. During the recovery

Line period there is ever-growing expansion of existing

(5) facilities, and new facilities for production are

created. More businesses are created and older
ones expanded. Improvements of various kinds
are made. There is an ever-increasing optimism
about the future of economic growth. Much capi-

(10) tal is invested in machinery or “heavy” industry.
More labor is employed. More raw materials are
required. As one part of the economy develops,
other parts are affected. For example, a great
expansion in automobiles results in an expansion

(15) of the steel, glass, and rubber industries. Roads
are required; thus the cement and machinery
industries are stimulated. Demand for labor and

materials results in greater prosperity for workers
and suppliers of raw materials, including farmers.

(20) This increases purchasing power and the volume
of goods bought and sold. Thus prosperity is dif-
fused among the various segments of the popula-
tion. This prosperity period may continue to rise
and rise without an apparent end. However, a

(25) time comes when this phase reaches a peak and
stops spiralling upwards. This is the end of the
expansion phase.

1. Which of the following statements is the best
example of the optimism mentioned in line 8 of the
passage as being part of the expansion phase?

(A) Public funds are designated for the construc-
tion of new highways designed to stimulate
tourism.

(B) Industrial firms allocate monies for the pur-
chase of machine tools.

(C) The prices of agricultural commodities are
increased at the producer level.

(D) Full employment is achieved at all levels of
the economy.

(E) As technology advances, innovative businesses
replace antiquated firms.
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2.

Line

(5)

(10)

(15)

(20)

(25)

It can be inferred from the passage that the author
believes that

(A) when consumers lose their confidence in the
market, a recession follows

(B) cyclical ends to business expansion are normal

(C) luxury goods such as jewelry are unaffected by
industrial expansion

(D) with sound economic policies, prosperity can
become a fixed pattern

(E) the creation of new products is essential for
prosperity

Which of the following statements would be most
likely to begin the paragraph immediately follow-
ing the passage?

(A) Union demands may also have an effect on
business cycles.

(B) Some industries are, by their very nature,
cyclical, having regular phases of expansion
and recession.

(C) Inflation is a factor that must be taken into
consideration in any discussion of the expan-
sion phase.

(D) The farmer’s role during the expansion phase
is of vital importance.

(E) The other phase of the business cycle is called
the recession phase.

The history of mammals dates back at least
to Triassic time. Development was retarded, how-
ever, until the sudden acceleration of evolutional
change that occurred in the oldest Paleocene. This
led in Eocene time to increase in average size,
larger mental capacity, and special adaptations for
different modes of life. In the Oligocene Epoch,
there was further improvement, with appearance
of some new lines and extinction of others.
Miocene and Pliocene time was marked by culmi-
nation of several groups and continued approach
toward modern characters. The peak of the career
of mammals in variety and average large size was
attained in the Miocene.

The adaptation of mammals to almost all pos-
sible modes of life parallels that of the reptiles in
Mesozoic time, and except for greater intelligence,
the mammals do not seem to have done much bet-
ter than corresponding reptilian forms. The bat is
doubtless a better flying animal than the pterosaur,
but the dolphin and whale are hardly more fishlike
than the ichthyosaur. Many swift-running mam-
mals of the plains, like the horse and the antelope,
must excel any of the dinosaurs. The tyrannosaur
was a more ponderous and powerful carnivore than
any tlesh-eating mammal, but the lion or tiger is
probably a more efficient and dangerous beast of
prey because of a superior brain. The significant
point to observe is that different branches of the

(30)

(35)

(40)

(43)

(50)

mammals gradually fitted themselves for all sorts
of life, grazing on the plains and able to run swiftly
(horse, deer, bison), living in rivers and swamps
(hippopotamus, beaver), dwelling in trees (sloth,
monkey), digging underground (mole, rodent),
feeding on flesh in the forest (tiger) and on the plain
(wolf), swimming in the sea (dolphin, whale, seal),
and flying in the air (bat). Man is able by mechani-
cal means to conquer the physical world and to
adapt himself to almost any set of conditions.

This adaptation produces gradual changes of
form and structure. It is biologically characteristic
of the youthful, plastic stage of a group. Early in its
career, an animal assemblage seems to possess
capacity for change, which, as the unit becomes
old and fixed, disappears. The generalized types of
organisms retain longest the ability to make adjust-
ments when required, and it is from them that new,
fecund stocks take origin—certainly not from any
specialized end products. So, in the mammals, we
witness the birth, plastic spread in many directions,
increasing specialization, and in some branches,
the extinction, which we have learned from obser-
vation of the geologic record of life is a characteris-
tic of the evolution of life.

Which of the following would be the most appro-
priate title for the passage?

(A) From Dinosaur to Man

(B) Adaptation and Extinction

(C) The Superiority of Mammals

(D) The Geologic Life Span

(E) Man, Conqueror of the Physical World

. It can be inferred from the passage that the chrono-

logical order of the geologic periods is

(A) Paleocene, Miocene, Triassic, Mesozoic
(B) Paleocene, Triassic, Mesozoic, Miocene
(C) Miocene, Paleocene, Triassic, Mesozoic
(D) Mesozoic, Oligocene, Paleocene, Miocene
(E) Mesozoic, Paleocene, Eocene, Miocene

It can be inferred from the passage that the
pterosaur

(A) resembled the bat

(B) was a Mesozoic mammal

(C) was a flying reptile

(D) lived in the sea

(E) evolved during the Miocene period

. According to the passage, the greatest number of

forms of mammalian life is found in the
(A) Triassic period

(B) Eocene period

(C) Oligocene period

(D) Pliocene period

(E) Miocene period



8.

Which of the following statements, if true, would

weaken the statement made by the author in lines

15-19?

(A) Tyrannosaur has been found to have a larger
brain than was previously thought.

(B) Mammals will become extinct within the next
thousand years.

(C) Forms of flying ichthyosaurs have recently
been discovered.

(D) The tiger has now been proved to be more
powerful than the carnivorous reptiles.

(E) Computers have been developed that can
double human mental capacity.

It can be inferred from the passage that the evi-
dence the author uses in discussing the life of past
time periods

(A) was developed by Charles Darwin

(B) was uncovered by the author

(C) has been negated by more recent evidence
(D) was never definitely established

(E) is based on fossil remains

. With which of the following proverbial expressions

about human existence would the author be most

likely to agree?

(A) It’s a cruel world.

(B) All the world’s a stage.

(C) The more things change, the more they remain
the same.

(D) Footprints in the sands of time.

(E) A short life, but a merry one.

Line

)

(10)

(15)

(20)

(25)
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For me, scientific knowledge is divided into
mathematical sciences, natural sciences or sci-
ences dealing with the natural world (physical and
biological sciences), and sciences dealing with
mankind (psychology, sociology, all the sciences
of cultural achievements, every kind of historical
knowledge). Apart from these sciences is philoso-
phy, about which we will talk shortly. In the first
place, all this is pure or theoretical knowledge,
sought only for the purpose of understanding, in
order to fulfill the need to understand that is
intrinsic and consubstantial to man. What distin-
guishes man from animal is that he knows and
needs to know. If man did not know that the
world existed, and that the world was of a certain
kind, that he was in the world and that he himself
was of a certain kind, he wouldn’t be man. The
technical aspects of applications of knowledge are
equally necessary for man and are of the greatest
importance, because they also contribute to defin-
ing him as man and permit him to pursue a life
increasingly more truly human.

But even while enjoying the results of techni-
cal progress, he must defend the primacy and
autonomy of pure knowledge. Knowledge sought
directly for its practical applications will have
immediate and foreseeable success, but not the

T

(30)

(35)

(40)

(43)

1.

12.
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kind of important result whose revolutionary
scope is in large part unforeseen, except by the
imagination of the Utopians. Let me recall a well-
known example. If the Greek mathematicians had
not applied themselves to the investigation of
conic sections, zealously and without the least
suspicion that it might someday be useful, it
would not have been possible centuries later to
navigate far from shore. The first men to study
the nature of electricity could not imagine that
their experiments, carried on because of mere
intellectual curiosity, would eventually lead to
modern electrical technology, without which we
can scarcely conceive of contemporary life. Pure
knowledge is valuable for its own sake, because
the human spirit cannot resign itself to ignorance.
But, in addition, it is the foundation for practical
results that would not have been reached if this
knowledge had not been sought disinterestedly.

The author points out that the Greeks who studied
conic sections

(A) invented modern mathematical applications
(B) were interested in navigation

(C) were unaware of the value of their studies
(D) worked with electricity

(E) were forced to resign themselves to failure

The title below that best expresses the ideas of this

passage is

(A) Technical Progress

(B) A Little Learning Is a Dangerous Thing

(C) Man’s Distinguishing Characteristics

(D) Learning for Its Own Sake

(E) The Difference Between Science and
Philosophy

. It can be inferred from the passage that to the

author man’s need to know is chiefly important in
that it

(A) allows the human race to progress technically

(B) encompasses both the physical and social
sciences

(C) demonstrates human vulnerability

(D) defines man’s essential humanity

(E) has increased as our knowledge of the world
has grown

Line

)

(10)

When you first saw a piece of African art, it
impressed you as a unit; you did not see it as a col-
lection of shapes or forms. This, of course, means
that the shapes and volumes within the sculpture
itself were coordinated so successfully that the
viewer was affected emotionally.

It is entirely valid to ask how, from a purely artis-
tic point of view, this unity was achieved. And we
must also inquire whether there is a recurrent pat-
tern or rules or a plastic language and vocabulary
which is responsible for the powerful communica-
tion of emotion which the best African sculpture
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(20)
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achieves. If there is such a pattern or rules, are
these rules applied consciously or instinctively to
obtain so many works of such high artistic quality?

It is obvious from the study of art history that an
intense and unified emotional experience, such as
the Christian credo of the Byzantine or 12th or 13th
century Europe, when expressed in art forms, gave
great unity, coherence, and power to art. But such
an integrated feeling was only the inspirational
element for the artist, only the starting point of the
creative act. The expression of this emotion and its
realization in the work could be done only with dis-
cipline and thorough knowledge of the craft. And
the African sculptor was a highly trained workman.
He started his apprenticeship with a master when a
child, and he learned the tribal styles and the use of
tools and the nature of woods so thoroughly that his
carving became what Boas calls “motor action.” He
carved automatically and instinctively.

The African carver followed his rules without
thinking of them; indeed, they never seem to have
been formulated in words. But such rules existed,
for accident and coincidence cannot explain the
common plastic language of African sculpture.
There is too great a consistency from one work to
another. Yet, although the African, with amazing
insight into art, used these rules, [ am certain that
he was not conscious of them. This is the great
mystery of such a traditional art: talent, or the abili-
ty certain people have, without conscious effort, to
follow the rules which later the analyst can discov-
er only from the work of art which has already
been created.

The author is primarily concerned with

(A) discussing how African sculptors achieved
their effects

(B) listing the rules followed in African art

(C) relating African art to the art of 12th or 13th
century Europe

(D) integrating emotion and realization

(E) expressing the beauty of African art

. According to the passage, one of the outstanding

tfeatures of African sculpture is

(A) its esoteric subject matter

(B) the emotional content of the work

(C) the education or training of the artists

(D) its “foreignness” when compared to Western
art

(E) its high degree of conscious control

The author uses the phrase *‘plastic language” in
lines 10 and 36 to refer to African art’s

(A) mass reproduction

(B) unrealistic qualities

(C) modernistic orientation

(D) sculptural symbols

(E) repetitive nature

17.

19.

20.

The information in the passage suggests that an
African carver might best be compared to a

(A) chef following a recipe

(B) fluent speaker of English who is just beginning
to study French

(C) batter who hits a home run in his or her first
baseball game

(D) concert pianist performing a well-rehearsed
concerto

(E) writer who is grammatically expert but stylisti-
cally uncreative

. Which of the following does the passage imply

about art?

(A) Content is more important than form.

(B) There is no room for untrained artists.

(C) Form is more important than content.

(D) Western artists are too concerned with
technique.

(E) Great art must be consistent.

The author’s presentation of the material includes
all of the following EXCEPT

(A) comparison

(B) cause and effect

(C) rhetorical questioning
(D) direct quotation

(E) concrete example

Which of the following titles best expresses the
content of the passage?

(A) The Apprenticeship of the African Sculptor
(B) The History of African Sculpture

(C) How African Art Achieves Unity

(D) Analyzing African Art

(E) The Unconscious Rules of African Art

Reading Comprehension Exercise B

Dire

ctions: Each of the following reading comprehen-

sion

questions are based on the content of the following

passage. Read the passage and then determine the best
answer choice for each question. Base your choice on
what this passage states directly or implies, not on any
information you may have gained elsewhere.

Line

{5)

(10)

Both plants and animals of many sorts show
remarkable changes in form, structure, growth
habits, and even mode of reproduction in becom-
ing adapted to different climatic environment,
types of food supply, or mode of living. This
divergence in response to evolution is commonly
expressed by altering the form and function of
some part or parts of the organism, the original
identity of which is clearly discernible. For
example, the creeping foot of the snail is seen in
related marine pteropods to be modified into a
flapping organ useful for swimming, and is



(15)

(20)

(25)

1.

changed into prehensile arms that bear suctorial
disks in the squids and other cephalopods. The
limbs of various mammals are modified according
to several different modes of life—for swift run-
ning (cursorial) as in the horse and antelope, for
swinging in trees (arboreal) as in the monkeys, for
digging (fossorial) as in the moles and gophers,
for flying (volant) as in the bats, for swimming
(aquatic) as in the seals, whales, and dolphins,
and for other adaptations. The structures or
organs that show main change in connection with
this adaptive divergence are commonly identified
readily as homologous, in spite of great altera-
tions. Thus, the finger and wristbones of a bat and
whale, for instance, have virtually nothing in
common except that they are definitely equivalent
elements of the mammalian limb.

Which of the following is the most appropriate title
for the passage, based on its content?

(A) Adaptive Divergence
(B) Evolution

(C) Unusual Structures
(D) Changes in Organs
(E) Our Changing Bodies

2. The author provides information that would answer
which of the following questions?
I. What factors cause change in organisms?
I1. What is the theory of evolution?
III. How are horses’ legs related to seals’
flippers?
(A) T only
(B) II only
(C) Iand II only
(D) T and III only
(E) 1, 11, and IIT
3. Which of the following words could best be substi-
tuted for “homologous” (line 25) without substan-
tially changing the author’s meaning?
(A) altered
(B) mammalian
(C) corresponding
(D) divergent
(E) tactile
4. The author’s style can best be described as
(A) humorous
(B) objective
(C) patronizing
(D) esoteric
(E) archaic
Plato—who may have understood better what
forms the mind of man than do some of our con-
temporaries who want their children exposed only
Line to “real” people and everyday events—knew
(5) what intellectual experiences make for true

humanity. He suggested that the future citizens of

I L
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his ideal republic begin their literary education
with the telling of myths, rather than with mere
facts or so-called rational teachings. Even
Aristotle, master of pure reason, said: “The friend
of wisdom is also a friend of myth.”

Moedern thinkers who have studied myths and
fairy tales from a philosophical or psychological
viewpoint arrive at the same conclusion, regard-
less of their original persuasion. Mircea Eliade,
for one, describes these stories as “models for
human behavior [that], by that very fact, give
meaning and value to life.” Drawing on anthro-
pological parallels, he and others suggest that
myths and fairy tales were derived from, or give
symbolic expression to, initiation rites or rites of
passage—such as metaphoric death of an old,
inadequate self in order to be reborn on a higher
plane of existence. He feels that this is why these
tales meet a strongly felt need and are carriers of
such deep meaning.

Other investigators with a depth-psychological
orientation emphasize the similarities between the
fantastic events in myths and fairy tales and those
in adult dreams and daydreams—the fulfillment
of wishes, the winning out over all competitors,
the destruction of enemies—and conclude that
one attraction of this literature is its expression of
that which is normally prevented from coming to
awareness.

There are, of course, very significant differ-
ences between fairy tales and dreams. For ex-
ample, in dreams more often than not the wish
fulfillment is disguised, while in fairy tales much
of it is openly expressed. To a considerable
degree, dreams are the result of inner pressures
which have found no relief, of problems which
beset a person to which he knows no solution and
to which the dream finds none. The fairy tale
does the opposite: it projects the relief of all pres-
sures and not only offers ways to solve problems
but promises that a “happy” solution will be
found.

We cannot control what goes on in our dreams.
Although our inner censorship influences what we
may dream, such control occurs on an uncon-
scious level, The fairy tale, on the other hand, is
very much the result of common conscious and
unconscious content having been shaped by the
conscious mind, not of one particular person, but
the consensus of many in regard to what they
view as universal human problems, and what they
accept as desirable solutions. If all these elements
were not present in a fairy tale, it would not be
retold by generation after generation. Only if a
fairy tale met the conscious and unconscious
requirements of many people was it repeatedly
retold, and listened to with great interest. No
dream of a person could arouse such persistent
interest unless it was worked into a myth, as was
the story of the pharaoh’s dream as interpreted by
Joseph in the Bible.
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. It can be inferred from the passage that the author’s

interest in fairy tales centers chiefly on their
(A) literary qualities

(B) historical background

(C) factual accuracy

(D) psychological relevance

(E) ethical weakness

According to the passage, fairy tales differ from
dreams in which of the following characteristics?

I. The communal nature of their creation

I1. Their convention of a happy ending
M. Their enduring general appeal

(A) I only

(B) 1l only

(C) I and II only

(D) II and III only

(E) L, II, and III

. It can be inferred from the passage that Mircea

Eliade is most likely

(A) a writer of children’s literature
(B) a student of physical anthropology
(C) atwentieth-century philosopher
(D) an advocate of practical education
(E) a contemporary of Plato

. Which of the following best describes the author’s

attitude toward fairy tales?

(A) Reluctant fascination
(B) Wary skepticism

(C) Scornful disapprobation
(D) Indulgent tolerance

(E) Open approval

The author cites Plato and Aristotle primarily in
order to

(A) define the nature of myth

(B) contrast their opposing points of view

(C) support the point that myths are valuable
(D) prove that myths originated in ancient times
(E) give an example of depth psychology

The author mentions all of the following as reasons
for reading fairy tales EXCEPT

(A) emotional catharsis

(B) behavioral paradigm

(C) uniqueness of experience
(D) sublimation of aggression
(E) symbolic satisfaction

Nothing more unlucky, I sometimes think,
could have befallen Chaucer than that he should
have been christened “the father of English

Line poetry.” For “father” in such a context conveys to
(5) most of us, I fear, a faint suggestion of vicarious

glory—the derivative celebrity of parents, other-
wise obscure, who shine, moon-like, in the

{10)

(15)

(20)

(25)
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(50)

(35)

(60)

(65)

reflected luster of their sons. What else than
progenitors were the fathers of Plato, or Caesar,
or Shakespeare, or Napoleon? And so to call
Chaucer the father of English poetry is often tan-
tamount to dismissing him, not unkindly, as the
estimable but archaic ancestor of a brilliant line.
But Chaucer—if I may risk the paradox-—is him-
self the very thing he begat. He is English poetry
incarnate, and only two, perhaps, of all his sons
outshine his fame. It is with Chaucer himself,
then, and not save incidentally with his ancestral
eminence that we shall be concerned.

But five hundred and thirty-three years have
passed since Chaucer died. And to overleap five
centuries is to find ourselves in another world, a
world at once familiar and strange. Its determin-
ing concepts are implicit in all that Chaucer, who
was of it, thought and wrote. And, woven as they
are into his web, they at once lend to it and gain
from it fresh significance. To us they are obso-
lete; in the Canterbury Tales, and the Troilus, and
the House of Fame they are current and alive.
And it is in their habit as they lived, and not as
mere curious lore, that I mean to deal with them.

Let me begin with the very tongue which
Chaucer spoke—a speech at once our own and
not our own. “You know,” he wrote—and for the
moment I rudely modernize lines as liquid in their
rhythm as smooth-sliding brandy—*you know
that in a thousand years there is change in the
forms of speech, and words which were then
judged apt and choice now seem to us wondrous
quaint and strange, and yet they spoke them so,
and managed as well in love with them as men
now do.” And to us, after only half a thousand
years, those very lines are an embodiment of what
they state:

Ye knowe eek, that in forme of speche is
chaunge

With-inne a thousand yeer, and words tho
That hadden prys, now wonder nyce and
straunge

Us thinketh hem; and yet they spake hem so,
And spedde as wel in love as men now do.

But it is not only Chaucer’s speech which has
undergone transformation. The change in his
world is greater still. And the situation which
confronts us is this. In Chaucer’s greatest work
we have to do with timeless creations upon a
time-determined stage. And it is one of the
inescapable ironies of time that creations of the
imagination which are at once of no time and for
all time must nevertheless think and speak and act
in terms and in ways which are as transient as
they themselves are permanent. Their world—the
stage on which they play their parts, and in terms
of which they think—has become within a few
lifetimes strange and obsolete, and must be deci-
phered before it can be read. For the immortal
puts on mortality when great conceptions are



clothed in the only garment ever possible—in
terms whose import and associations are fixed by

(70) the form and pressure of an inexorably passing

11.

12.

13.

14.

time. And that is the situation which we have to
face.

The author of the passage does all of the following
in the discussion of Chaucer and his verse
EXCEPT

(A) pose a rhetorical question
(B) cite specific examples
(C) offer a personal opinion
(D) propose a solution

(E) use figurative language

The author’s attitude toward “mere curious lore”
(line 31) can best be described as

(A) skeptical but resigned
(B) admiring and intrigued
(C) dismissive

(D) incredulous

(E) completely detached

The author uses the Middle English quotation (lines

45-51) to

(A) refute the contention that Chaucer wrote
awkwardly

(B) demonstrate the idiosyncratic spelling common
in Chaucer’s time

(C) convey the power of reading poetry in its
original form

(D) support his hypothesis about the aptness of
Chaucer’s choice of words

(E) illustrate the degree of linguistic change that
has occurred

How would the author most likely respond to
another critic’s use of the term “Father of English
Poetry” to describe Chaucer?

(A) The term “Father of English Poetry” is an
accurate assessment of an exceptionally dis-
tinguished literary figure.

(B) The term implies Chaucer is important not as a
great poet in his own right but as the some-
what outdated forerunner of the great poets
of today.

(C) The epithet “Father of English Poetry” has
been applied to so many poets that it has
lost whatever meaning it originally
possessed.

(D) “Father of English Poetry” is a sexist term
that should be replaced by more inclusive
language.

(E) It is appropriate to acknowledge the impact
Chaucer had on posterity by revering him
as the glorious ancestor of all English
poets.

e CE I T mm
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Of the 197 million square miles making up the
surface of the globe, 71 percent is covered by
the interconnecting bodies of marine water; the
Pacific Ocean alone covers half the Earth and
averages nearly 14,000 feet in depth. The conti-
nents—Eurasia, Africa, North America, South
America, Australia, and Antarctica—are the por-
tions of the continental masses rising above sea
level. The submerged borders of the continental
masses are the continental shelves, beyond which
lie the deep-sea basins.

The oceans attain their greatest depths not in
their central parts, but in certain elongated fur-
rows, or long narrow troughs, called deeps. These
profound troughs have a peripheral arrangement,
notably around the borders of the Pacific and
Indian oceans. The position of the deeps near the
continental masses suggests that the deeps, like
the highest mountains, are of recent origin, since
otherwise they would have been filled with waste
from the lands. This suggestion is strengthened by
the fact that the deeps are frequently the sites of
world-shaking earthquakes. For example, the
“tidal wave” that in April, 1946, caused wide-
spread destruction along Pacific coasts resulted
from a strong earthquake on the floor of the
Aleutian Deep.

The topography of the ocean floors is none too
well known, since in great areas the available
soundings are hundreds or even thousands of
miles apart. However, the floor of the Atlantic is
becoming fairly well known as a result of special
surveys since 1920. A broad, well-defined
ridge—the Mid-Atlantic ridge—runs north and
south between Africa and the two Americas, and
numerous other major irregularities diversify the
Atlantic floor. Closely spaced soundings show
that many parts of the oceanic floors are as
rugged as mountainous regions of the continents.
Use of the recently perfected method of echo
sounding is rapidly enlarging our knowledge of
submarine topography. During World War 11
great strides were made in mapping submarine
surfaces, particularly in many parts of the vast
Pacific basin.

The continents stand on the average 2870
feet——slightly more than half a mile—above sea
level. North America averages 2300 fect; Europe
averages only 1150 feet; and Asia, the highest
of the larger continental subdivisions, averages
3200 feet. The highest point on the globe, Mount
Everest in the Himalayas, is 29,000 feet above the
sea; and as the greatest known depth in the sea
is over 35,000 feet, the maximum relief (that is,
the difference in altitude between the lowest and
highest points) exceeds 64,000 feet, or exceeds 12
miles. The continental masses and the deep-sea
basins are relief features of the first order; the
deeps. ridges, and volcanic cones that diversify
the sea floor, as well as the plains, plateaus, and
mountains of the continents, are relief features of
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the second order. The lands are unendingly sub-
ject to a complex of activities summarized in the
term erosion, which first sculptures them in great

(63) detail and then tends to reduce them ultimately to

sea level. The modeling of the landscape by
weather, running water, and other agents is appar-
ent to the keenly observant eye and causes think-
ing people to speculate on what must be the final

(70 result of the ceaseless wearing down of the lands.

16.

17.

20.

Long before there was a science of geology,
Shakespeare wrote “the revolution of the times
makes mountains level.”

. Which of the following would be the most appro-

priate title for the passage?

(A) Features of the Earth’s Surface
(B) Marine Topography

(C) The Causes of Earthquakes

(D) Primary Geologic Considerations
(E) How to Prevent Erosion

It can be inferred from the passage that the largest
ocean is the

(A) Atlantic
(B) Pacific
(C) Indian
(D) Antarctic
(E) Arctic

The “revolution of the times” as used in the final
sentence means

(A) the passage of years

(B) the current rebellion

(C) the science of geology

(D) the action of the ocean floor
(E) the overthrow of natural forces

. According to the passage, the peripheral furrows or

deeps are found

(A) only in the Pacific and Indian oceans
(B) near earthquakes

(C) near the shore

(D) in the center of the ocean

(E) to be 14,000 feet in depth in the Pacific

. The passage contains information that would

answer which of the following questions?

I. What is the highest point on North America?
[1. Which continental subdivision is, on the
average, 1150 feet above sea level?
IT1. How deep is the deepest part of the ocean?

(A) Tonly

(B) II only

(C) 11 only

(D) T and 1I only
(E) II and III only

From this passage, it can be inferred that
earthquakes

(A) occur only in the peripheral furrows

(B) occur more frequently in newly formed land or
sea formations

(C) are a prime cause of soil erosion

(D) will ultimately “make mountains level”

(E) are caused by the weight of the water

Reading Comprehension Exercise C

Directions: Each of the following reading comprehen-

sion
pass

questions are based on the content of the following
age. Read the passage and then determine the best

answer choice for each question. Base your choice on
what this passage states directly or implies, not on any
information you may have gained elsewhere.

Line
(5)

(10)

(15)

(20)

1.

An essay which appeals chiefly to the intellect is
Francis Bacon’s “Of Studies.” His careful tripartite
division of studies expressed succinctly in apho-
ristic prose demands the complete attention of the
mind of the reader. He considers studies as they
should be: for pleasure, for self-improvement, for
business. He considers the evils of excess study:
laziness, affectation, and preciosity. Bacon divides
books into three categories: those to be read in
part, those to be read cursorily, and those to be
read with care. Studies should include reading,
which gives depth; speaking, which adds readiness
of thought; and writing, which trains in precise-
ness. Somewhat mistakenly, the author ascribes
certain virtues to individual fields of study: wis-
dom to history, wit to poetry, subtlety to mathe-
matics, and depth to natural philosophy. Bacon’s
four-hundred-word essay, studded with Latin
phrases and highly compressed in thought, has
intellectual appeal indeed.

Which of the following is the most appropriate title
for the passage, based on its content?

(A) Francis Bacon and the Appeal of the Essay

(B) “Of Studies”: A Tripartite Division

(C) An Intellectual Exercise: Francis Bacon’s “Of
Studies”

(D) The Categorization of Books According to
‘Bacon

(E) A Method for Reading Books

Which of the following words could best be substi-
tuted for “aphoristic” (lines 3—4) without substan-
tially changing the author’s meaning?

(A) abstruse
(B) pithy

(C) tripartite
(D) proverbial
(E) realistic

The passage suggests that the author would be
most likely to agree with which of the following
statements?

(A) “Of Studies” belongs in the category of works
that demand to be read with care.



(B) Scholars” personalities are shaped by the acad-
emic discipline in which they are engaged.

(C) 1t is an affectation to use foreign words in
one’s writing.

(D) An author can be more persuasive in a long
work than in a shorter one.

(E) Studies should be undertaken without thought
of personal gain.

Rocks which have solidified directly from
molten materials are called igneous rocks.
Igneous rocks are commonly referred to as

Line primary rocks because they are the original

(5) source of material found in sedimentaries and
metamorphics. Igneous rocks compose the greater
part of the earth’s crust, but they are generally
covered at the surface by a relatively thin layer of
sedimentary or metamorphic rocks. Igneous rocks

(10) are distinguished by the following characteristics:

(1) they contain no fossils; (2) they have no regu-
lar arrangement of layers; and (3) they are nearly
always made up of crystals.

Sedimentary rocks are composed largely of

(15) minute fragments derived from the disintegration

of existing rocks and in some instances from the
remains of animals. As sediments are transported,
individual fragments are assorted according to
size. Distinct layers of such sediments as gravels,

(20) sand, and clay build up, as they are deposited by

water and occasionally wind. These sediments
vary in size with the material and the power of
the eroding agent. Sedimentary materials are laid
down in layers called strata.

(25) When sediments harden into sedimentary

rocks, the names applied to them change to indi-
cate the change in physical state. Thus, small
stones and gravel cemented together are known as
conglomerates; cemented sand becomes sand-

{30) stone; and hardened clay becomes shale. In addi-

tion to these, other sedimentary rocks such as
limestone frequently result from the deposition of
dissolved material. The ingredient parts are nor-
mally precipitated by organic substances, such as

(35) shells of clams or hard skeletons of other marine

life.

Both igneous and sedimentary rocks may be
changed by pressure, heat, solution, or cementing
action. When individual grains from existing

(40) rocks tend to deform and interlock, they are

called metamorphic rocks. For example, granite,
an igneous rock, may be metamorphosed into a
gneiss or a schist. Limestone, a sedimentary rock,
when subjected to heat and pressure may become

(45) marble, a metamorphic rock. Shale under pressure

becomes slate.

4. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) differentiate between and characterize igneous
and sedimentary rocks

(B) explain the factors that may cause rocks to
change in form
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(C) show how the scientific names of rocks reflect
the rocks’ composition

(D) define and describe several diverse kinds of
rocks

(E) explain why rocks are basic parts of the earth’s
structure

. All of the following are sedimentary rocks

EXCEPT

(A) shale

(B) gravel
(C) sand

(D) limestone
(E) schist

The passage would be most likely to appear in a

(A) technical article for geologists

(B) teaching manual accompanying an earth
science text

(C) pamphlet promoting conservation of natural
resources

(D) newspaper feature explaining how oil is found

(E) nonfiction book explaining where to find the
results of sedimentation

The relationship between igneous and sedimentary
rocks may best be compared to the relationship
between

(A) leaves and compost
(B) water and land

(C) DNA and heredity
(D) nucleus and cell wall
(E) sand and clay

The passage contains information that would
answer which of the following questions?

I. Which elements form igneous rocks?
II. What produces sufficient pressure to alter a
rock?
I11. Why is marble called a metamorphic rock?

(A) Tonly

(B) III only

(C) Iand II only
(D) II and III only
(E) L II, and III

Which of the following methods is NOT used by
the author?

(A) inclusion of concrete examples
(B) classification and discussion
(C) comparison and contrast

(D) observation and hypothesis
(E) cause and effect

The author’s tone in the passage can best be
described as

(A) meditative
(B) objective

(C) ironic

(D) concerned
(E) bombastic
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Although vocal cords are lacking in cetaceans,
phonation is undoubtedly centered in the larynx.
The toothed whales or odontocetes (sperm whale

Line and porpoises) are much more vociferous than the
(5) whalebone whales, or mysticetes. In this country

observers have recorded only occasional sounds
from two species of mysticetes (the humpback and
right whale). A Russian cetologist reports hearing
sounds from at least five species of whalebone

(10) whales but gives no details of the circumstances or

descriptions of the sounds themselves. Although
comparison of the sound-producing apparatus in
the two whale groups cannot yet be made, it is
interesting to note that the auditory centers of the

(15) brain are much more highly developed in the odon-

BN

tocetes than in the mysticetes, in tact, to a degree
unsurpassed by any other mammalian group.

The passage contains information that would
answer which of the following questions?
1. What are odontocetes and mysticetes?
II. In which part of the body do whales produce
sounds?
I11. In which animals 1s the auditory center of
the brain most developed?
(A) Tonly
(B) Il only
(C) I and IT only
(D) Il and II1 only
(E) 1,1, and Tl

. The author’s attitude toward the observations

reported by the Russian cetologist mentioned in
lines 811 is best described as one of

(A) admiration

(B) indignation

(C) surprise

(D) skepticism

(E) pessimism

. It can be inferred from the passage that

(A) animals with more highly developed auditory
apparatuses tend to produce more sounds

(B) animals without vocal cords tend to produce as
much sound as those with vocal cords

(C) highly intelligent animals tend to produce
more sound than less intelligent species

(D) the absence of vocal cords has hindered the
adaptation of cetaceans

(E) sound is an important means of communica-
tion among whales

*Like her white friends Eleanor Roosevelt and
Aubrey Williams, Mary Bethune believed in the
fundamental commitment of the New Deal to

Line assist the black American’s struggle and in the
(5) need for blacks to assume responsibilities to

help win that struggle. Unlike those of her white

(10)

(15)

(20)

(25)

(30)

35)

(40)

(45)

(30)

(55

=

(69)

(65)

liberal associates, however, Bethune’s ideas had
evolved out of a long experience as a “race
leader.” Founder of a small black college in
Florida, she had become widely known by 1935
as an organizer of black women'’s groups and as a
civil and political rights activist. Deeply religious,
certain of her own capabilities, she held a rela-
tively uncluttered view of what she felt were the
New Deal’s and her own people’s obligations to
the cause of racial justice. Unafraid to speak her
mind to powerful whites, including the President,
or to differing black factions, she combined faith
in the ultimate willingness of whites to discard
their prejudice and bigotry with a strong sense of
racial pride and commitment to Negro self-help.

More than her liberal white friends, Bethune
argued for a strong and direct black voice in initi-
ating and shaping government policy. She pur-
sued this in her conversations with President
Roosevelt, in numerous memoranda to Aubrey
Williams, and in her administrative work as head
of the National Youth Administration’s Office of
Negro Affairs. With the assistance of Williams,
she was successful in having blacks selected to
NYA posts at the national, state, and local levels.
But she also wanted a black presence throughout
the federal government. At the beginning of the
war she joined other black leaders in demanding
appointments to the Selective Service Board and
to the Department of the Army; and she was
instrumental in 1941 in securing Earl Dickerson’s
membership on the Fair Employment Practices
Committee. By 1944, she was still making
appeals for black representation in “all public pro-
grams, federal, state, and local,” and “in policy-
making posts as well as rank and file jobs.”

Though recognizing the weakness in the
Roosevelt administration’s response to Negro
needs, Mary Bethune remained in essence a black
partisan champion of the New Deal during the
1930s and 1940s. Her strong advocacy of admin-
istration policies and programs was predicated on
a number of factors: her assessment of the low
status of black Americans during the Depression;
her faith in the willingness of some liberal whites
to work for the inclusion of blacks in the govern-
ment’s reform and recovery measures; her convic-
tion that only massive federal aid could elevate
the Negro economically; and her belief that the
thirties and forties were producing a more self-
aware and self-assured black population. Like a
number of her white friends in government,
Bethune assumed that the preservation of democ-
racy and black people’s “full integration into the
benefits and the responsibilities” of American life
were inextricably tied together. She was con-
vinced that, with the help of a friendly govern-
ment, a militant, aggressive “New Negro” would
emerge out of the devastation of depression and
war, a “New Negro” who would “save America
from itself,” who would lead America toward the
full realization of its democratic ideas.

*Note that this passage is representative of the time it dis-
cusses, and therefore uses the terminology commonly
accepted in that period.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The author’s main purpose in this passage is to

(A) criticize Mary Bethune for adhering too
closely to New Deal policies

(B) argue that Mary Bethune was too optimistic in
her assessment of race relations

(C) demonstrate Mary Bethune’s influence on
black progress during the Roosevelt years

(D) point out the weaknesses of the white liberal
approach to black needs

(E) summarize the attainments of blacks under the
auspices of Roosevelt’s New Deal

It can be inferred from the passage that Aubrey
Williams was which of the following?

I. A man with influence in the National Youth
Administration
II. A white liberal
II1. A man of strong religious convictions

(A) T only

(B) II only

(C) I and II only
(D) II and III only
(E) LI, and III

The author mentions Ear] Dickerson (line 37)
primarily in order to

(A) cite an instance of Bethune’s political impact

(B) contrast his career with that of Bethune

(C) introduce the subject of a subsequent
paragraph

(D) provide an example of Bethune’s “New
Negro”

(E) show that Dickerson was a leader of his fellow
blacks

It can be inferred from the passage that Bethune
believed the “New Negro” would “save America
from itself” (lines 66—67) by

(A) joining the army and helping America over-
throw its Fascist enemies

(B) helping America accomplish its egalitarian
ideals

(C) voting for administration antipoverty programs

(D) electing other blacks to government office

(E) expressing a belief in racial pride

The tone of the author’s discussion of Bethune is
best described as

(A) deprecatory
(B) sentimental
(C) ironic

(D) objective
(E) recriminatory

The author uses all the following techniques in the
passage EXCEPT

(A) comparison and contrast

(B) development of an extended analogy

(C) direct quotation

(D) general statement and concrete examples
(E) reiteration of central ideas
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20. Which of the following statements about the New
Deal does the passage best support?

(A) It was strongly committed to justice for all races.

(B) It encouraged black participation in making
policy decisions.

(C) It was actively involved in military strategy.

(D) It was primarily the province of Eleanor
Roosevelt.

(E) It shaped programs for economic aid and
growth.

Reading Comprehension Exercise D

Directions: Each of the following reading comprehen-
sion questions are based on the content of the following
passage. Read the passage and then determine the best
answer choice for each question. Base your choice on
what this passage states directly or implies, not on any
information you may have gained elsewhere.

“The emancipation of women,” James Joyce
told one of his friends, “has caused the greatest
revolution in our time in the most important

Line relationship there is—that between men and

(5) women.” Other modernists agreed: Virginia

Woolf, claiming that in about 1910 “human
character changed,” and, illustrating the new
balance between the sexes, urged, “Read the
‘Agamemnon,’ and see whether...your sympathies

(10) are not almost entirely with Clytemnestra.” D.H.
Lawrence wrote, “perhaps the deepest fight for
2000 years and more, has been the fight for
women’s independence.”

But if modernist writers considered women’s

(15) revolt against men’s domination one of their
“greatest” and “deepest”’ themes, only recently—in
perhaps the past 15 years—has literary criticism
begun to catch up with it. Not that the images of
sexual antagonisin that abound in modern litera-

(20) ture have gone unremarked; far from it. But what
we are able to see in literary works depends on
the perspectives we bring to them, and now that
women—enough to make a difference—are
reforming canons and interpreting literature, the

(25) landscapes of literary history and the features of
individual books have begun to change.

1. According to the passage, women are changing

literary criticism by

(A) noting instances of hostility between men and
women

(B) seeing literature from fresh points of view

(C) studying the works of early twentieth-century
writers

(D) reviewing books written by feminists

(E) resisting masculine influence
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2. The author quotes James Joyce, Virginia Woolf,

and D.H. Lawrence primarily in order to show that

(A) these were feminist writers

(B) although well-meaning, they were ineffectual

(C) before the twentieth century, there was little
interest in women’s literature

(D) modern literature is dependent on the women'’s
movement

(E) the interest in feminist issues is not new

. The author’s attitude toward women’s reformation

of literary canons can best be described as one of

(A) ambivalence
(B) antagonism
(C) indifference
(D) endorsement
(E) skepticism

. Which of the following titles best describes the
content of the passage?

(A) Modernist Writers and the Search for Equality
(B) The Meaning of Literary Works

(C) Toward a New Criticism

(D) Women in Literature, from 1910 On

(E) Transforming Literature

Ocean water plays an indispensable role in
supporting life. The great ocean basins hold about
300 miilion cubic miles of water. From this vast

Line amount, about 80,000 cubic miles of water are

(5) sucked into the atmosphere each year by evapora-
tion and returned by precipitation and drainage to
the ocean. More than 24,000 cubic miles of rain
descend annually upon the continents. This vast
amount is required to replenish the lakes and

(10) streams, springs and water tables on which all

flora and fauna are dependent. Thus, the hydro-
sphere permits organic existence.

The hydrosphere has strange characteristics
because water has properties unlike those of any

(15) other liquid. One anomaly is that water upon

freezing expands by about 9 percent, whereas
most liquids contract on cooling. For this reason,
ice floats on water bodies instead of sinking to the
bottom. If the ice sank, the hydrosphere would

(20) soon be frozen solidly, except for a thin layer of

surface melt water during the summer season.
Thus, ali aquatic life would be destroyed and the
interchange of warm and cold currents, which
moderates climate, would be notably absent.

(25) Another outstanding characteristic of water is

that water has a heat capacity which is the highest
of all liquids and solids except ammonia. This
characteristic enables the oceans to absorb and
store vast quantities of heat, thereby often pre-

(30) venting climatic extremes. In addition, water dis-

solves more substances than any other liquid. It is
this characteristic which helps make oceans a
great storehouse for minerals which have been
washed down from the continents. In several

(35} areas of the world these minerals are being com-
mercially exploited. Solar evaporation of salt is
widely practiced, potash is extracted from the
Dead Sea, and magnesium is produced from sea
water along the American Gulf Coast.

5. The author’s main purpose in this passage is to

(A) describe the properties and uses of water

(B) illustrate the importance of conserving water

(C) explain how water is used in commerce and
industry

(D) reveal the extent of the earth’s ocean masses

(E) compare water with other liquids

6. According to the passage, fish can survive in the
oceans because

(A) they do not need oxygen

(B) ice floats

(C) evaporation and condensation create a water
cycle

(D) there are currents in the oceans

(E) water absorbs heat

7. Which of the following characteristics of water
does the author mention in the passage?

I. Water expands when it is frozen.
II. Water is a good solvent.
I1I. Water can absorb heat.
(A) Tonly
(B) 1l only
(C) Iand II only
(D) II and IIT only
(E) I, 11, and III

8. According to the passage, the hydrosphere is NOT

(A) responsible for all forms of life

(B) able to modify weather

(C) a source of natural resources

(D) in danger of freezing over

(E) the part of the earth covered by water

9. The author’s tone in the passage can best be
described as
(A) dogmatic
(B) dispassionate
(C) speculative
(D) biased
(E) hortatory

10. The author organizes the passage by

(A) comparison and contrast

(B) juxtaposition of true and untrue ideas
(C) general statements followed by examples
(D) hypothesis and proof

(E) definition of key terms

11. Which of the following statements would be most
likely to begin the paragraph immediately follow-
ing the passage?



(A) Water has the ability to erode the land.

(B) Magnesium is widely used in metallurgical
processes.

(C) No let us consider the great land masses.

(D) Another remarkable property of ice is its
strength.

(E) Droughts and flooding are two types of
disasters associated with water.
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14. It can be inferred that in the paragraph immediately
preceding this passage the author discussed

(A) marine intelligence

(B) adaptive divergence

(C) air-breathing reptiles

(D) environmental impacts

(E) organisms with similar forms

The opposite of adaptive divergence is an
interesting and fairly common expression of evo-
lution. Whereas related groups of organisms take

Line on widely different characters in becoming

(5) adapted to unlike environments in the case of
adaptive divergence, we find that unrelated
groups of organisms exhibit adaptive convergence
when they adopt similar modes of life or become
suited for special sorts of environments. For

(10) example, invertebrate marine animals living firm-
ly attached to the sea bottom or to some foreign
object tend to develop a subcylindrical or conical
form. This is illustrated by coral individuals, by
many sponges, and even by the diminutive tubes

(15) of bryozoans. Adaptive convergence in taking this
coral-like form is shown by some brachiopods
and pelecypods that grew in fixed position. More
readily appreciated is the streamlined fitness of
most fishes for moving swiftly through water;

(20) they have no neck, the contour of the body is
smoothly curved so as to give minimum resis-
tance, and the chief propelling organ is a power-
ful tail fin. The fact that some fossil reptiles
(ichthyosaurs) and modern mammals (whales,

(25) dolphins) are wholly fishlike in form is an
expression of adaptive convergence, for these air-
breathing reptiles and mammals, which are highly
efficient swimmers, are not closely related to
fishes. Unrelated or distantly related organisms

(30) that develop similarity of form are sometimes
designated as homeomorphs (having the same
form).

12. The author mentions ichthyosaurs and dolphins
(lines 24 and 25) as examples of

(A) modern mammalian life forms that are aquatic

(B) species of slightly greater mobility than
brachiopods

(C) air-breathing reptiles closely related to fish

(D) organisms that have evolved into fishlike
forms

(E) invertebrate and vertebrate marine animals

13. According to the passage, adaptive convergence
and adaptive divergence are

(A) manifestations of evolutionary patterns

(B) hypotheses unsupported by biological
phenomena

(C) ways in which plants and animals adjust to a
common environment

(D) demonstrated by brachiopods and pelecypods

(E) compensatory adjustments made in response to
unlike environments

Nearly two thousand years have passed since a
census decreed by Caesar Augustus became part
of the greatest story every told. Many things have

Line changed in the intervening years. The hotel indus-
(5) try worries more about overbuilding than over-
crowding, and if they had to meet an unexpected
influx, few inns would have a manger to accom-
modate the weary guests. Now it is the census
taker that does the traveling in the fond hope that
(10) a highly mobile population will stay put long
enough to get a good sampling. Methods of gath-
ering, recording, and evaluating information have
presumably been improved a great deal. And
where then it was the modest purpose of Rome to
(15) obtain a simple head count as an adequate basis
for levying taxes, now batteries of complicated
statistical series furnished by governmental agen-
cies and private organizations are eagerly scanned
and interpreted by sages and seers to get a clue to
(20) future events. The Bible does not tell us how the
Roman census takers made out, and as regards
our more immediate concern, the reliability of
present-day economic forecasting, there are con-
siderable differences of opinion. They were aired
(25) at the celebration of the 125th anniversary of the
American Statistical Association. There was the
thought that business forecasting might well be
on its way from an art to a science, and some
speakers talked about newfangled computers and
(30) high-falutin mathematical systems in terms of
excitement and endearment which we, at least in
our younger years when these things matter,
would have associated more readily with the
description of a fair maiden. But others pointed to
(35) the deplorable record of highly esteemed forecasts
and forecasters with a batting average below
that of the Mets, and the president-elect of the
Association cautioned that “high powered statisti-
cal methods are usually in order where the facts
(40) are crude and inadequate, the exact contrary of
what crude and inadequate statisticians assume.”
We left this birthday party somewhere between
hope and despair and with the conviction, not
really newly acquired, that proper statistical
(45) methods applied to ascertainable facts have their
merits in economic forecasting as long as neither
forecaster nor public is deluded into mistaking the
delineation of probabilities and trends for a pre-
diction of certainties of mathematical exactitude.
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15. The passage would be most likely to appear in

(A) a journal of biblical studies

(B) an introductory college textbook on statistics

(C) the annual report of the American Statistical
Association

(D) a newspaper review of a recent professional
festivity

(E) the current bulletin of the census bureau

16. According to the passage, taxation in Roman times
was based on

(A) mobility

(B) wealth

(C) population

(D) census takers

(E) economic predictions

17. The author refers to the Romans primarily in
order to

(A) prove the superiority of modern sampling
methods to ancient ones

(B) provide a historical framework for the passage

(C) relate an unfamiliar concept to a familiar one

(D) show that statistical forecasts have not signifi-
cantly deteriorated

(E) cite an authority to support the thesis of the
passage

18. The author refers to the Mets primarily in order to

(A) show that sports do not depend on statistics

(B) provide an example of an unreliable statistic

(C) contrast verifiable and unverifiable methods of
record keeping

(D) indicate the changes in attitudes from Roman
days to the present

(E) illustrate the failure of statistical predictions

19. On the basis of the passage, it can be inferred that
the author would agree with which of the following
statements?

(A) Computers have significantly improved the
application of statistics in business.

(B) Statistics is not, at the present time, a science.

(C) Itis useless to try to predict the economy.

(D) Most mathematical systems are inexact.

(E) Statisticians should devote themselves to the
study of probability.

20. The author’s tone can best be described as
(A) jocular
(B) scornful
(C) pessimistic
(D) objective
(E) humanistic

Reading Comprehension Exercise E

Directions: Each of the following reading comprehen-
sion questions are based on the content of the following

passage. Read the passage and then determine the best
answer choice for each question. Base your choice on
what this passage states directly or implies, not on any
information you may have gained elsewhere,

Observe the dilemma of the fungus: it is a
plant, but it possesses no chlorophyll. While all
other plants put the sun’s energy to work for them

Line combining the nutrients of ground and air into the
(5) body structure, the chlorophylless fungus must
look elsewhere for an energy supply. It finds it in
those other plants which, having received their
energy free from the sun, relinquish it at some
point in their cycle either to animals (like us
(I0) humans) or to fungi.

In this search for energy the fungus has
become the earth’s major source of rot and decay.
Wherever you see mold forming on a piece of
bread, or a pile of leaves turning to compost, or a

(15) blown-down tree becoming pulp on the ground,
you are watching a fungus eating. Without fungus
action the earth would be piled high with the dead
plant life of past centuries. In fact, certain plants
which contain resins that are toxic to fungi will

(20) last indefinitely; specimens of the redwood, for
instance, can still be found resting on the forest
floor centuries after having been blown down.

1. Which of the following words best describes the
fungus as depicted in the passage?

(A) Unevolved
(B) Sporadic
(C) Enigmatic
(D) Parasitic
(E) Toxic

2. The passage states all the following about fungi
EXCEPT:

(A) They are responsible for the decomposition of
much plant life.

(B) They cannot live completely apart from other
plants.

(C) They are vastly different from other plants.

(D) They are poisonous to resin-producing plants.

(E) They cannot produce their own store of energy.

3. The author’s statement that “you are watching a
fungus eating” (line 16) is best described as
(A) figurative
(B) ironical
(C) parenthetical
(D) erroneous
(E) contradictory

4. The author is primarily concerned with

(A) warning people of the dangers of fungi
(B) writing a humorous essay on fungi

(C) relating how most plants use solar energy
(D) describing the actions of fungi

(E) explaining the long life of some redwoods



The establishment of the Third Reich influ- 6.

enced events in American history by starting a
chain of events which culminated in war between

Line Germany and the United States. The complete

(5) destruction of democracy, the persecution of

Jews, the war on religion, the cruelty and bar-
barism of the Nazis, and especially the plans of
Germany and her allies, Italy and Japan, for world
conquest caused great indignation in this country 7

(10) and brought on fear of another world war. While
speaking out against Hitler’s atrocities, the
American people generally favored isolationist
policies and neutrality. The Neutrality Acts of
1935 and 1936 prohibited trade with any belliger-

(15) ents or loans to them. In 1937 the President was
empowered to declare an arms embargo in wars
between nations at his discretion.

American opinion began to change somewhat

after President Roosevelt’s “quarantine the

{20) aggressor” speech at Chicago (1937), in which he
severely criticized Hitler’s policies. Germany’s

seizure of Austria and the Munich Pact for the 8.

partition of Czechoslovakia (1938) also aroused
the American people. The conquest of

(25) Czechoslovakia in March 1939 was another rude
awakening to the menace of the Third Reich. In
August 1939 came the shock of the Nazi-Soviet
Pact and in September the attack on Poland and
the outbreak of European war. The United States

(30) attempted to maintain neutrality in spite of sym- 9.

pathy for the democracies arrayed against the
Third Reich. The Neutrality Act of 1939 repealed
the arms embargo and permitted “cash and carry”
exports of arms to belligerent nations. A strong

(35) national defense program was begun. A draft act
was passed (1940) to strengthen the military ser-
vices. A Lend-Lease Act (1941) authorized the
President to sell, exchange, or lend materials to
any country deemed necessary by him for the

(40) defense of the United States. Help was given to
Britain by exchanging certain overage destroyers
for the right to establish American bases in
British territory in the Western Hemisphere. In
August 1941 President Roosevelt and Prime

(45) Minister Churchill met and issued the Atlantic
Charter, which proclaimed the kind of a world
that should be established after the war. In
December 1941 Japan launched an unprovoked
attack on the United States at Pearl Harbor.

¢50) Immediately thereafter, Germany declared war on
the United States.

5. The author is primarily concerned with

(A) evaluating various legislative efforts to
strengthen national defense

(B) summarizing the events that led up to
America’s involvement in the war

(C) criticizing the atrocities perpetrated by the
Third Reich

(D) explaining a basic distinction between
American and German policy

(E) describing the social and psychological effects
of war

10.
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During the years 1933-36, American foreign policy
may best be described as being one of

(A) overt belligerence

(B) deliberate uninvolvement
(C) moral indignation

(D) veiled contempt

(E) reluctant admiration

. According to the passage, the United States, while

maintaining neutrality, showed its sympathy for the
democracies by which of the following actions?

I. It came to the defense of Poland.
I It conscripted recruits for the armed forces.
III. It supplied weapons to friendly countries.

(A) I only

(B) III only

(C) Iand II only
(D) II and III only
(BE) 11, and III

According to the passage, all of the following
events occurred in 1939 EXCEPT

(A) the invasion of Poland

(B) the invasion of Czechoslovakia
(C) the annexation of Austria

(D) passage of the Neutrality Act

(E) the beginning of the war in Europe

With which of the following statements would the
author of the passage be most likely to agree?

(A) American neutrality during the 1930s was a
natural consequence of the course of world
events.

(B) Every nation should be free to determine its
own internal policy without interference.

(C) The United States, through its aggressive
actions, invited an attack on its territory.

(D) Americans were slow to realize the full danger
posed by Nazi Germany.

(E) President Roosevelt showed undue sympathy
for Britain,

Which of the following best describes the organiza-
tion of the passage?

(A) The author presents a thesis and then lists
events that support that thesis in chronologi-
cal order.

(B) The author presents a thesis and then cites
examples that support the thesis as well as
evidence that tends to negate it.

(C) The author summarizes a historical study and
then discusses an aspect of the study in
detail.

(D) The author describes historical events and then
gives a personal interpretation of them.

(E) The author cites noted authorities as a means
of supporting his or her own opinion.
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Not a few of Jane Austen’s personal acquain-
tances might have echoed Sir Samuel Egerton
Brydges, who noticed that “she was fair and

Line handsome, slight and elegant, but with cheeks a

(5

=

little too full,” while “never suspect|[ing] she was
an authoress.” For this novelist whose personal
obscurity was more complete than that of any
other famous writer was always quick to insist
cither on complete anonymity or on the propriety

¢10) of her limited craft, her delight in delineating just

“3 or 4 Families in a Country Village.” With her
self-deprecatory remarks about her inability to
join “strong manly, spirited sketches, full of
Variety and Glow™ with her “little bit (two Inches

(15) wide) of lvory.” Jane Austen perpetuated the

belief among her friends that her art was just an
accomplishment “by a lady,” if anything “rather
too light and bright and sparkling.” In this respect
she resembled one of her favorite contemporaries,

(20) Mary Brunton, who would rather have “glid[ed]

(25

(30

(35

through the world unknown™ than been “‘sus-
pected of literary airs—to be shunned, as literary
wormen are, by the more pretending of their own
sex, and abhorred, as literary women are, by the

) more pretending of the other!—my dear, 1 would
sooner exhibit as a ropedancer.”

Yet, decorous though they might first seem,
Austen’s self-effacing anonymity and her modest
description of her miniaturist art also imply a

) criticism, even a rejection, of the world at large.
For, as Gaston Bachelard explains, the miniature
“allows us to be world conscious at slight risk.”
While the creators of satirically conceived
diminutive landscapes seem to see everything as

) small because they are themselves so grand,
Austen’s analogy for her art—her “little bit (two
Inches wide) of lvory”—suggests a fragility that
reminds us of the risk and instability outside the
fictional space. Besides seeing her art metaphori-

(40) cally, as her critics would too, in relation to

female arts severely devalued until quite recently
(for painting on ivory was traditionally a “lady-
like™ occupation), Austen attempted through self-
imposed novelistic limitations to define a secure

5) place, even as she seemed to admit the impossi-

bility of actually inhabiting such a small space
with any degree of comfort. And always, for
Austen, it is women—because they are too
vulnerable in the world at large—who must

(50) acquiesce in their own confinement, no matter

11.

how stifling it may be.

The passage focuses primarily on

(A) Jane Austen’s place in English literature

(B) the literary denigration of female novelists

(C) the implications of Austen’s attitude to her
work

(D) critical evaluations of the novels of Jane
Austen

(E) social rejection of professional women in the
[ 8th and 19th centuries

13.

. According to the passage, Austen concentrated on a

limited range of subjects because

(A) she had a limited degree of experience of
fiction

(B) her imagination was incapable of creating
other worlds

(C) women in her time were prohibited from
writing about significant topics

(D) she wanted to create a safe niche for the exer-
cise of her talents

(E) she did not wish to be acknowledged as an
author

Which of the following best expresses the relation-
ship of the first sentence to the rest of the passage?

(A) Specific instance followed by generalizations

(B) Assertion followed by analysis

(C) Objective statement followed by personal
opinion

(D) Quotation from an authority followed by con-
flicting views

(E) Challenge followed by debate

The atmosphere is a mixture of several gases.
There are about ten chemical elements which
remain permanently in gaseous form in the atmo-

Line sphere under all natural conditions. Of these per-

(5) manent gases, oxygen makes up about 21 percent

and nitrogen about 78 percent. Several other
gases, such as argon, carbon dioxide, hydrogen,
neon, krypton, and xenon, comprise the remaining
1 percent of the volume of dry air. The amount

(10) of water vapor, and its variations in amount and

distribution, are of extraordinary importance in
weather changes. Atmospheric gases hold in sus-
pension great quantities of dust, pollen, smoke,
and other impurities which are always present in

(15) considerable, but variable amounts.

The atmosphere has no definite upper limits
but gradually thins until it becomes imperceptible.
Until recently it was assumed that the air above
the first few miles gradually grew thinner and

(20) colder at a constant rate. It was also assumed that

upper air had little influence on weather changes.
Recent studies of the upper atmosphere, currently
being conducted by earth satellites and missile
probings, have shown these assumptions to be

(25) incorrect. The atmosphere has three well-defined

strata.

The layer of the air next to the earth, which
extends upward for about 10 miles, is known as
the troposphere. On the whole, it makes up about

(30) 75 percent of all the weight of the atmosphere. It

is the warmest part of the atmosphere because
most of the solar radiation is absorbed by the
earth’s surface, which warms the air immediately
surrounding it. A steady decrease of temperature

(35) with increasing elevation is a most striking char-

acteristic. The upper layers are colder because of
their greater distance from the earth’s surface



and rapid radiation of heat into space. The tem-
peratures within the troposphere decrease about

(40) 3.5 degrees per 1000-foot increase in altitude.

Within the troposphere, winds and air currents
distribute heat and moisture. Strong winds, called
jet streams, are located at the upper levels of

the troposphere. These jet streams are both

(45) complex and widespread in occurrence. They

normally show a waveshaped pattern and move
from west to east at velocities of 150 mph, but

velocities as high as 400 mph have been noted.
The influences of changing locations and

(50) strengths of jet streams upon weather conditions

and patterns are no doubt considerable. Current
intensive research may eventually reveal their true
significance.

Above the troposphere to a height of about

(55) 50 miles is a zone called the stratosphere. The

stratosphere is separated from the troposphere

by a zone of uniform temperatures called the
tropopause. Within the lower portions of the
stratosphere is a layer of ozone gases which filters

(60) out most of the ultraviolet rays from the sun. The

ozone layer varies with air pressure. If this zone
were not there, the full blast of the sun’s ultra-
violet light would burn our skins, blind our eyes,
and eventually result in our destruction. Within

(65) the stratosphere, the temperature and atmospheric

composition are relatively uniform.

The layer upward of about 50 miles is the
most fascinating but the least known of these
three strata. It is called the ionosphere because it

(70) consists of electrically charged particles called

ions, thrown from the sun. The northern lights
(aurora borealis) originate within this highly
charged portion of the atmosphere. Its effect upon
weather conditions, if any, is as yet unknown.

14. Which of the following titles best summarizes the

15.

content of the passage?

(A) New Methods for Calculating the Composition
of the Atmosphere

(B) New Evidence Concerning the Stratification of
the Atmosphere

(C) The Atmosphere: Its Nature and Importance to
Our Weather

(D) The Underlying Causes of Atmospheric
Turbulence

(E) Stratosphere, Troposphere, lonosphere: Three
Similar Zones

The passage supplies information that would
answer which of the following question?

I. How do the troposphere and the stratosphere
differ?
I1. How does the ionosphere affect the weather?
IIT. How do earth satellites study the atmo-
sphere?

W 1T T

16.

17.

18.

20.
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(A) T only

(B) III only

(C) T and II only
(D) I and IIT only
(E) I, 11, and IlI

According to the passage, life as we know it exists
on earth because the atmosphere

(A) contains a layer of ozone gases

(B) contains electrically charged particles
(C) is warmest at the bottom

(D) carries the ultraviolet rays of the sun
(E) provides the changes in weather

It can be inferred from the passage that a jet plane
will usually have its best average rate of speed on
its run from

(A) New York to San Francisco
(B) Los Angeles to New York
(C) Boston to Miami

(D) Bermuda to New York

(E) London to Washington, D.C.

It can be inferred from the passage that at the top
of Jungfrau, which is 12,000 feet above the town
of Interlaken in Switzerland, the temperature is
usually

(A) below freezing

(B) about 42 degrees colder than on the ground
(C) warmer than in Interlaken

(D) affected by the ionosphere

(E) about 75 degrees colder than in Interlaken

. The passage states that the troposphere is the

warmest part of the atmosphere because it

(A) is closest to the sun

(B) contains electrically charged particles

(C) radiates heat into space

(D) has winds and air current that distribute the
heat

(E) is warmed by the earth’s heat

According to the passage, the atmosphere consists
of all of the following EXCEPT

(A) 21 percent oxygen

(B) a definite amount of water vapor
(C) ten permanent elements

(D) less than 1 percent xenon

(E) considerable waste products

T HEWE T T T
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Answer Key
Reading Comprehension Exercise A

1.B 6.C 11.C 16. D

2.B 7. E 12.D 17.D

3. E 8. A 13.D 18. C

4.B 9. E 14. A 19. E

5.E 10. D 15.B 20. E
Reading Comprehension Exercise B
1. A 6. E 11.D 16. B

2.D 7.C 12.C 17. A

3.C 8.E 13.E 18.C

4. B 9.C 14.B 19. E

5.D 10. C 15. A 20. B
Reading Comprehension Exercise C
1.C 6.B 11.C 16. A

2.B 7.A 12.D 17.B

3.A 8. B 13. A 18. D

4. D 9.D 14.C 19.B

5.E 10. B 15.C 20.E

Reading Camprehensmn Exercise D
6.B

1.B 11. A 16.C
2.E 1. E 12. D 17.B
3D 8.D 13. A 18. E
4.C 9.B 14.B 19. B
S.A 10. C 15.D 20. A
Reading Comprehension Exercise E
1.D 6.B 11.C 16. A
2.D 7.D 12.D 17.B
3.A 8.C 13.B 18. B
4.D 9.D 14.C 19.E
5.B 10. A 15. A 20.B
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Reviewing
Vocabulary

B GRE High-Frequency Words

B Master Word List
B Basic Word Parts

Now that you have mastered the appropriate strategies
for dealing with the four basic types of questions on

the Graduate Record Examination that test your verbal
ability, you have the opportunity to spend some time
refining your vocabulary and acquainting yourself with
the fine shades of meaning that words possess. Studies
show that, where the average high school graduate rec-
ognizes around 50,000 words, the average college grad-
uate recognizes around 70,000. The increase indicates
that during your four years of college you have rapidly
acquired about 20,000 new words (many of them
technical terms from a variety of disciplines), some of
which may have connotations and nuances that still
escape you.

The best way to develop a powerful vocabulary is to read
extensively and well. However, it is possible to fine-tune
your vocabulary by exploring unabridged dictionaries,

in which usage notes make clear the fine distinctions
between related words, and by studying high-level vocab-
ulary lists, such as our 3,500-word Master Word List.

This chapter presents the Master Word List and a Basic
Word Parts List, a chart of prefixes, roots, and suffixes
that may provide you with clues to the meanings of
unfamiliar words. The chapter begins with the GRE
High-Frequency Word List, 333 words that have
occurred and reoccurred on GREs published in the
1980s and 1990s.

The GRE High-Frequency Word List

How many of the following words do you think you know?
Half? Even more? First, check off those words that you
recognize. Then, look up all 333 words and their defini-
tions in our Master Word List. Pay particular attention to
the following:

1. Words you recognize but cannot use in a sentence or
define. You have a feel for these words—you are on
the brink of knowing them. Effort you put into master-
ing these “borderline” words will pay off soon.

2. Words you thought you knew—but didn’t. See
whether any of them are defined in an unexpected
way. If they are, make a special note of them. As you
know from the preceding chapters, the GRE often
stumps students with questions based on unfamiliar
meanings of familiar-looking words.

In the course of your undergraduate career, you have
undoubtedly developed your own techniques for building
your vocabulary. One familiar technique—flash cards—
often is used less than effectively. Students either try to
cram too much information onto a flash card or try to
cram too many flash cards into a practice session. If
you wish to work with flash cards, try following these
suggestions.

Writing the Flash Card Be brief—but include all the
information you need. On one side write the word. On the

T R

other side write a concise definition—two or three words
at most—for each major meaning of the word you want to
learn. Include an antonym, too: the synonym-antonym
associations can help you remember both words. To fix
the word in your mind, use it in a short phrase. Then write
that phrase down.

Memorizing the Flash Card Carry a few of your flash
cards with you every day. Look them over whenever
you have a spare moment or two. Work in short bursts.
Try going through five flash cards at a time, shuffling
through them quickly so that you can build up your rapid
sight recognition of the words for the test. You want
these words and their antonyms to spring to your mind
instantaneously.

Test your memory: don't look at the back of the card
unless you must. Go through your five cards several
times a day. Then, when you have mastered two or three
of the cards and have them down pat, set those cards
aside and add a couple of new ones to your working
pile. That way you will always be working with a limited
group, but you won’t be wasting time reviewing words
you already recognize on sight.

Never try to master a whole stack of flash cards in one
long cram session. It won't work.

107
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GRE High-Frequency Words

abate
aberrant
abeyance
abscond
abstemious
admonish
adulterate
aesthetic
aggregate
alacrity
alleviate
amalgamate
ambiguous
ambivalence
ameliorate
anachronism
analogous
anarchy
anomalous
antipathy
apathy
appease
apprise
approbation
appropriate [v.]
arduous
artless
ascetic
assiduous
assuage
attenuate
audacious
austere
autonomous
aver

banal

belie
beneficent
bolster
bombastic
boorish
burgeon
burnish
butiress
cacophonous
capricious
castigation
catalyst
caustic

chicanery
coagulate
coda
cogent
commensurate
compendium
complaisant
compliant
conciliatory
condone
confound
connoisseur
contention
contentious
contrite
conundrum
converge
convoluted
craven
daunt
decorum
default
deference
delineate
denigrate
deride
derivative
desiccate
desultory
deterrent
diatribe
dichotomy
diffidence
diffuse
digression
dirge
disabuse
discerning
discordant
discredit
discrepancy
discrete
disingenuous
disinterested
disjointed
dismiss
disparage
disparate
dissemble

disseminate
dissolution
dissonance
distend
distill
diverge
divest
document [v.]
dogmatic
dormant
dupe
ebullient
eclectic
efficacy
effrontery
elegy

elicit
embellish
empirical
emulate
endemic
enervate
engender
enhance
ephemeral
equanimity
equivocate
erudite
esoteric
eulogy
euphemism
exacerbate
exculpate
exigency
extrapolation
facetious
facilitate
fallacious
fatuous
fawning
felicitous
fervor

flag [v.]
fledgling
flout
foment
forestall
frugality
futile

gainsay
garrulous
goad

gouge
grandiloquent
gregarious
guileless
guliible
harangue
homogeneous
hyperbole
iconoclastic
idolatry
immutable
impair
impassive
impede
impermeable
imperturbable
impervious
implacable
implicit
implode
inadvertently
inchoate
incongruity
inconsequential
incorporate
indeterminate
indigence
indolent

inert
ingenuous
inherent
innocuous
insensible
insinuate
insipid
insularity
intractable
intransigence
inundate
inured
invective
irascible
irresolute
itinerary
laconic
lassitude

latent

laud
lethargic
levee

levity

log
loquacious
lucid
luminous
magnanimity
malingerer
malleable
maverick
mendacious
metamorphosis
meticulous
misanthrope
mitigate
mollify
morose
mundane
negate
neophyte
obdurate
obsequious
obviate
occlude
officious
onerous
opprobrium
oscillate
ostentatious
paragon
partisan
pathological
paucity
pedantic
penchant
penury
perennial
perfidious
perfunctory
permeable
pervasive
phlegmatic
piety
placate
plasticity
platitude
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plethora propitiate rescind
plummet propriety resolution
porous proscribe resolve
pragmatic pungent reticent
preamble qualified reverent
precarious quibble sage [N.]
precipitate (apJ.) quiescent salubrious
precursor rarefied sanction
presumptuous recalcitrant satiate
prevaricate recant saturate
pristine recluse savor
probity recondite secrete
problematic refractory shard
prodigal refute skeptic
profound relegate solicitous
prohibitive reproach soporific
proliferate reprobate specious
propensity repudiate spectrum
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sporadic tractable
stigma transgression
stint [v.] truculence
stipulate vacillate
stolid venerate
striated veracious
strut [N.] verbose
subpoena viable
subside viscous
substantiate vituperative
supersede volatile
supposition warranted
tacit wary
tangential welter
tenuous whimsical
tirade zealot
torpor
tortuous

The 3,500-Word Master Word List

The 3,500-Word Master Word List begins on the follow-
ing page. As a graduate student you should be familiar
with the majority of these words. You do not, however,

need to memorize every word.

The best way to enlarge your vocabulary is to read
extensively in a variety of fields. You can, however,
assess the extent of your vocabulary by exploring spe-
cialized word lists such as this one.

For those of you who wish to work your way through the
word list and feel the need for a plan, we recommend
that you follow the procedure described below in order
to use the lists and the exercises most profitably:

1. Allot a definite time each day for the study of a list.
2. Devote at least one hour to each list.

3. First go through the list looking at the short, simple-
looking words (seven letters at most). Mark those you
don't know. In studying, pay particular attention to
them.

4. Go through the list again looking at the longer words.
Pay particular attention to words with more than one
meaning and familiar-looking words with unusual
definitions that come as a surprise to you. Many
tests make use of these secondary definitions.

5. List unusual words on index cards, which you can
shuffle and review from time to time. (Use the flash
card technique described earlier in this chapter.)

T rm T LLE

6. Using the illustrative sentences in the list as models,
make up new sentences on your own.

7. Take the test that follows each list at least one day
after studying the words. In this way, you will check
your ability to remember what you have studied.

8. If you can answer correctly 12 of the 15 questions
in the test, you may proceed to the next list; if you
cannot answer this number, restudy the list.

9. Keep a record of your guesses and of your success
as a guesser.

For each word, the following is provided:
1. The word (printed in heavy type).

. Its part of speech (abbreviated).

. A brief definition.

. A sentence or sentences illustrating the word’s use.

o A~ OGN

. Whenever appropriate, related words together with
their parts of speech.

The word lists are arranged in strict alphabetical order.
In each list, words that appear also on the High-
Frequency GRE Word List are marked with a square
buliet (m).
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Master Word List

Word List 1

abase v. lower; degrade; humiliate. Anna expected to
have to curtsy to the King of Siam; when told to cast
herself down on the ground before him, however, she
refused to abase herself. abasement, n.

abase-adroit

abash v. embarrass. He was not at all abashed by her
open admiration.

W abate v. subside or moderate. Rather than leaving
immediately, they waited for the storm to abate.

abbreviate v. shorten. Because we were running out of
time, the lecturer had to abbreviate her speech.

ahdicate v. renounce; give up. When Edward VIIl abdi-
cated the British throne, he surprised the entire world.

W aberrant apJ. abnormal or deviant. Given the aberrant
nature of the data, we came to doubt the validity of the
entire experiment.

aberration N. abnormality; departure from the norm;
mental irregularity or disorder. It remains the consensus
among investors on Wall Street that current high oil
prices are a temporary aberration and that we shall soon
see a return to cheap oil.

abet v. assist, usually in doing something wrong;
encourage. She was unwilling to abet him in the swindle
he had planned.

W abeyance N. suspended action. The deal was held in
abeyance until her arrival.

abhor v. detest; hate. She abhorred all forms of bigotry.
abhorrence, N.

abject ApJ. wretched; lacking pride. On the streets of
New York the homeless live in abject poverty, huddling
in doorways to find shelter from the wind.

abjure v. renounce upon oath; disavow. Pressure from
university authorities caused the young scholar to abjure
his heretical opinions. abjuration, N.

ablution N. washing. His daily ablutions were accompa-
nied by loud noises that he humorously labeled “Opera
in the Bath.”

abnegation N~. renunciation; self-sacrifice. Though
Rudolph and Duchess Flavia loved one another, their
love was doomed, for she had to wed the king; their
act of abnegation was necessary to preserve the
kingdom.

abolish v. cancel; put an end to. The president of the
college refused to abolish the physical education
requirement. abolition, N.

abominable apJ. detestable; extremely unpleasant; very
bad. Mary liked John until she learned he was also dat-
ing Susan; then she called him an abominable young
man, with aborninable taste in women.

abominate v. loathe; hate. Moses scolded the idol
worshippers in the tribe because he abominated the
custom.

aboriginal Apu., N. being the first of its kind in a region;
primitive; native. Her studies of the primitive art forms
of the aboriginal Indians were widely reported in the
scientific journals. aborigine, N.

abortive  ApJ. unsuccessful; fruitless. Attacked by armed
troops, the Chinese students had to abandon their
abortive attempt to democratize Beijing peacefully.
abort, v.

abrasive ADJ. rubbing away; tending to grind down. Just
as abrasive cleaning powders can wear away a shiny
finish, abrasive remarks can wear away a listener’s
patience. abrade, v.

abridge v. condense or shorten. Because the publishers
felt the public wanted a shorter version of War and
Peace, they proceeded to abridge the novel.

abrogate v. abolish. The king intended to abrogate the
decree issued by his predecessor.

abscission N. removal by cutting off, as in surgery; sep-
aration. Gas gangrene spreads so swiftly and is so
potentially deadly that doctors advise abscission of the
gangrenous tissue. When a flower or leaf separates nat-
urally from the parent plant, this process is called abscis-
sion or leaf fall.

m abscond v. depart secretly and hide. The teller who
absconded with the bonds went uncaptured until some-
one recognized him from his photograph on America’s
Most Wanted.

absolute abJ. complete; totally unlimited; certain.
Although the King of Siam was an absolute monarch, he
did not want to behead his unfaithful wife without
absolute evidence of her infidelity.

absolve v. pardon (an offense). The father confessor
absolved him of his sins. absolution, n.

abstain v. refrain; withhold from participation. After con-
sidering the effect of alcohol on his athletic performance,
he decided to abstain from drinking while he trained for
the race.

m abstemious ADpJ. sparing in eating and drinking;
temperate. Concerned whether her vegetarian son’s
abstemious diet provided him with sufficient protein, the
worried mother pressed food on him.

abstinence N. restraint from eating or drinking. The doc-
tor recommended total abstinence from salted foods.
abstain, v.

abstract Apu. theoretical, not concrete; nonrepresenta-
tional. To him, hunger was an abstract concept; he had
never missed a meal.

abstruse apu. obscure; profound; difficult to understand.
Baffled by the abstruse philosophical texts assigned in
class, Dave asked Lexy to explain Kant's Critique of Pure
Reason.



abusive apu. coarsely insulting; physically harmful. An
abusive parent damages a child both mentally and
physically.

abut v. border upon; adjoin. Where our estates abut, we
must build a fence.

abysmal apJ. bottomless. His arrogance is exceeded
only by his abysmal ignorance.

abyss N. enormous chasm; vast, bottomiess pit. Darth
Vader seized the evil emperor and hurled him into the
abyss.

academic ADJ. related to a school; not practical or directly
useful. The dean’s talk about reforming academic poli-
cies was only an academic discussion: we knew little, if
anything, would change.

accede v. agree. If | accede to this demand for black-
mail, | am afraid that | will be the victim of future
demands.

accelerate v. move faster. In our science class, we learn
how falling bodies accelerate.

accessible ADJ. easy to approach; obtainable. We
asked our guide whether the ruins were accessible on
foot.

accessory N. additional object; useful but not essential
thing. She bought an attractive handbag as an accessory
for her dress. also ADJ.

acclaim v. applaud; announce with great approval. The
sportscasters acclaimed every American victory in the
Olympics and decried every American defeat. acclama-
tion, N.

acclimate v. adjust to climate or environment; adapt.
One of the difficulties of our present air age is the need
of travelers to acclimate themselves to their new and
often strange environments.

acclivity n. sharp upslope of a hill. The car could not go
up the acclivity in high gear.

accolade N. award of merit. In Holiywood, an “Oscar” is
the highest accolade.

accommodate v. oblige or help someone; adjust or bring
into harmony; adapt. Mitch always did everything pos-
sible to accommodate his elderly relatives, from driving
them to medical appointments to helping them with
paperwork. (secondary meaning)

accomplice N. partner in crime. Because he had provided
the criminal with the lethal weapon, he was arrested as
an accomplice in the murder.

accord N. agreement. She was in complete accord with
the verdict.

accost v. approach and speak first to a person. When
the two young men accosted me, | was frightened
because | thought they were going to attack me.

accoutre v. equip. The fisherman was accoutred with the
best that the sporting goods store could supply. accou-
trement, N.

accretion N. growth; increase. Over the years Bob put on

weight; because of this accretion of flesh, he went from
size M to size XL. accrete, v.
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accrue v. come about by addition. You must pay the
interest that has accrued on your debt as well as the
principal sum. accrual, N.

acerbic  ApJ. bitter or sour in nature; sharp and cutting.
Noted for her acerbic wit and gossiping. Alice Roosevelt
Longworth had a pillow in her home embroidered with
the legend “If you can't say something good about some-
one. sit right here by me.”

acerbity . bitterness of speech and temper. The meet-
ing of the United Nations Assembly was marked with
such acerbity that observers held little hope of reaching
any useful settlement of the problem.

acetic apJ. vinegary. The salad had an exceedingly
acetic flavor.

acidulous apu. slightly sour; sharp; caustic. James was
unpopular because of his sarcastic and acidulous
remarks.

acknowledge v. recognize; admit. Although | acknowi-
edge that the Beatles’ tunes sound pretty dated nowa-
days, | still prefer them to the gangsta rap songs my
brothers play.

acme N. peak; pinnacle; highest point. Welles’s success
in Citizen Kane marked the acme of his career as an
actor; never again did he achieve such popular acclaim.

acoustics n. science of sound; quality that makes a room
easy or hard to hear in. Carnegie Hall is liked by music
lovers because of its fine acoustics.

acquiesce v. assent; agree passively. Although she
appeared to acquiesce to her employer's suggestions, |
could tell she had reservations about the changes he
wanted made. acquiescence, N.; acquiescent, ADJ.

acquittal nN. deliverance from a charge. His acquittal by
the jury surprised those who had thought him guilty.
acquit, v.

acrid ADJ. sharp; bitterly pungent. The acrid odor of
burnt gunpowder filled the room after the pistol had been
fired.

acrimonious  ADJ. bitter in words or manner. The candi-
date attacked his opponent in highly acrimonious terms.
acrimony, N.

acrophobia N. fear of heights. A born salesman, he could
convince someone with a bad case of acrophobia to sign
up for a life membership in a sky-diving club.

actuarial ApJ. calculating; pertaining to insurance statis-
tics. According to recent actuarial tables, life expectancy
is greater today than it was a century ago.

actuate v. motivate. | fail to understand what actuated
you to reply to this letter so nastily.

acuity N. sharpness. In time his youthful acuity of vision
failed him, and he needed glasses.

acumen wN. mental keenness. Her business acumen
helped her to succeed where others had failed.

acute ADJ. quickly perceptive; keen; brief and severe.
The acute young doctor realized immediately that the
gradual deterioration of her patient’s once-acute hearing
was due to a chronic illness, not an acutfe one.




112 Verbal Ability: Tactics, Review, and Practice

adage N.wise saying; proverb. There is much truth in the
old adage about fools and their money.

adamant ApJ. hard; infiexible. In this movie Bronson
played the part of a revenge-driven man, adamant in his
determination to punish the criminals who destroyed his
family. adamancy, N.

adapt v. alter; modify. Some species of animals have
become extinct because they could not adapt to a
changing environment.

addendum N. addition; appendix to book. Jane's editor
approved her new comparative literature text but thought
it would be even better with an addendum on recent
developments in literary criticism.

addiction ~. compulsive, habitual need. His addiction to
drugs caused his friends much grief.

addle v. muddle; drive crazy; become rotten. This idiotic
plan is confusing enough to addle anyone. addled, ADJ.

address v. direct a speech to; deal with or discuss. Due
to address the convention in July, Brown planned to
address the issue of low-income housing in his speech.

adept ADJ. expert at. She was adepf at the fine art of
irritating people. also N.

adhere v. stick fast. | will adhere to this opinion until proof
that | am wrong is presented. adhesion, N.; adherence, N.

Test

adherent N. supporter; follower. In the wake of the scan-
dal, the senator's one-time adherents quietly deserted
him.

adjacent ApJ. adjoining; neighboring; close by. Philip's
best friend Jason lived only four houses down the block,
near but not immediately adjacent.

adjunct N. something (generally nonessential or inferior)
added on or attached. Although | don't absolutely need
a second computer, | plan to buy a laptop to serve as an
adjunct to my desktop model. also ADJ.

adjuration N. solemn urging. Her adjuration to tell the
truth did not change the witnesses' testimony. adjure, v.

adjutant  N. staff officer assisting the commander; assis-
tant. Though Wellington delegated many tasks to his
chief adjutant, Lord Fitzroy Somerset, Somerset was in
no doubt as to who made all major decisions.

@ admonish v. warn; reprove. When her courtiers ques-
tioned her religious beliefs, Mary Stuart admonished
them, declaring that she would worship as she pleased.

adorn v. decorate. Wall paintings and carved statues
adorned the temple. adornment, N.

adroit ADJ. skillful. Her adroit handling of the delicate
situation pleased her employers.

Word List 1 Synonyms

Each of the guestions below consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly similar in meaning to the word in capital
letters and write the letter of your choice on your
answer paper.

1. ABASE (A) incur (B) tax (C) estimate (D) elope (E)
humiliate
2. ABERRATION (A) deviation (B) abhorrence
(C) dislike (D) absence (E) anecdote
3. ABET (A) conceive (B) wager (C) encourage
(D) evade (E) protect
4. ABEYANCE (A) obedience (B) discussion
(C) excitement (D) suspended action (E) editorial
5. ABJURE (A) discuss (B) renounce (C) run off
secretly (D) perjure (E) project
6. ABLUTION (A) censure (B) forgiveness (C) mutiny
(D) survival (E) washing
7. ABNEGATION (A) blackness (B) seif-denial
(C) selfishness (D) cause (E) effectiveness

8. ABORIGINE (A) first design (B) absolution
(C) finale (D) concept (E) primitive inhabitant
9. ABORTIVE (A) unsuccessful (B) consuming
(C) financing (D) familiar (E) fruitful
10. ABSTINENCE (A) restrained eating or drinking
(B) vulgar display (C) deportment (D) reluctance
(E) population
11. ABSTRUSE (A) profound (B) irrespective
(C) suspended (D) protesting (E) not thorough
12. ABUT (A) stimulate (B) grasp (C) oppose
(D) widen (E) adjoin
13. ABYSMAL (A) bottomless (B) eternal (C) meteoric
(D) diabolic (E) internal
14. ACCEDE (A) fail (B) compromise (C) correct
(D) consent (E) mollify
15. ACCLIVITY (A) index (B) report (C) upslope of a
hill (D) character (E) negotiator
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Word List 2

adulation N. flattery; admiration. The rock star thrived on
the adulation of his groupies and yes-men. adulate, v.

W adulterate v. make impure by adding inferior or tainted
substances. It is a crime to adulterate foods without
informing the buyer; when consumers learned that
Beechnut had adulterated its apple juice by mixing the
juice with water, they protested vigorously. adulteration, N.

adulation-amend

advent nN. arrival. Most Americans were unaware of the
advent of the Nuclear Age until the news of Hiroshima
reached them.

adventitious  ADJ. accidental; casual. She found this adven-
titious meeting with her friend extremely fortunate.

adversary N. opponent; enemy. Batman struggled to
save Gotham City from the machinations of his wicked
adversary, the Joker.

adverse ADJ. unfavorable; hostile. The recession had a
highly adverse effect on Father’s investment portfolio: he
lost so much money that he could no longer afford the
butler and the upstairs maid.

adversity N. poverty; misfortune. We must learn to meet
adversity gracefully.

advert v. refer (t0). Since you advert to this matter so
frequently, you must regard it as important.

advocacy N. support; active pleading on behalf of some-
one or something. No threats could dissuade Bishop
Desmond Tutu from his advocacy of the human rights of
black South Africans.

advocate v. urge; plead for. The abolitionists advocated
freedom for the slaves. also N.

aegis N. shield; defense. Under the aegis of the Bill of
Rights, we enjoy our most treasured freedoms.

aerie N. nest of a large bird of prey (eagle, hawk). The
mother eagle swooped down on the rabbit and bore it off
to her aerie high in the Rocky Mountains.

®m aesthetic ApJ. artistic; dealing with or capable of
appreciating the beautiful. The beauty of Tiffany’s
stained glass appealed to Alice's aesthetic sense.
aesthete, N.

affable AbJ. easily approachable; warmly friendly.
Accustomed to cold, aloof supervisors, Nicholas was
amazed at how affable his new employer was. affability, N.

affected ADJ. artificial; pretended; assumed in order to
impress. His affected mannerisms—his “Harvard”
accent, his air of boredom, his use of obscure foreign
words—bugged us: he acted as if he thought he was too
good for his old high school friends. affectation, N.

affidavit N. written statement made under oath. The
court refused to accept her statement unless she pre-
sented it in the form of an affidavit.

affiliation N. joining; associating with. His affiliation with
the political party was of short duration for he soon dis-
agreed with his colleagues.

T W T il

affinity N. kinship. She felt an affinity with all who suf-
fered; their pains were her pains.

affirmation N. positive assertion; confirmation; solemn
pledge by one who refuses to take an oath. Despite Tom's
afffrmations of innocence, Aunt Polly still suspected he
had eaten the pie.

affix v. attach or add on; fasten. First the registrar had to
affix his signature to the license; then he had to affix his
official seal.

affliction N, state of distress; cause of suffering. Even in
the midst of her affliction, Elizabeth tried to keep up the
spirits of those around her.

affluence N. abundance; wealth. Foreigners are amazed
by the affluence and luxury of the American way of life.

affront N. insult; offense; intentional act of disrespect.
When Mrs. Proudie was not seated beside the Arch-
deacon at the head table, she took it as a personal affront
and refused to speak to her hosts for a week. also v.

agape abJ. openmouthed. She stared, agape, at the
many strange animals in the zoo.

agenda N. items of business at a meeting. We had so
much difficulty agreeing upon an agenda that there was
very little time for the meeting.

agglomeration N. collection; heap. It took weeks to assort
the agglomeration of miscellaneous items she had col-
lected on her trip.

aggrandize v. increase or intensify, raise in power,
wealth, rank or honor. The history of the past quarter
century illustrates how a President may aggrandize his
power to act aggressively in international affairs without
considering the wishes of Congress.

W aggregate v. gather; accumulate. Before the Wall
Street scandals, dealers in so-called junk bonds man-
aged to aggregate great wealth in short periods of time.
also ADJ. aggregation, N.

aggressor n. attacker. Before you punish both boys for
fighting, see whether you can determine which one was
the aggressor.

aghast ApJ. horrified; dumbfounded. Miss Manners was
aghast at the crude behavior of the fraternity brothers at
the annual toga party.

agility n. nimbleness. The agility of the acrobat amazed
and thrilled the audience.

agitate v. stir up; disturb. Her fiery remarks agitated the
already angry mob.

agnostic N. one who is skeptical of the existence of a
god or any ultimate reality. Agnostics say we can neither
prove nor disprove the existence of God; we simply have
no way to know. also ADJ.

agog ApJ. highly excited; intensely curious. We were all
agog at the news that the celebrated movie star was
giving up his career in order to enter a monastery.
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agrarian ADJ. pertaining to land or its cultivation. As
a result of its recent industrialization, the country is
gradually losing its agrarian traditions.

W alacrity nN. cheerful promptness; eagerness. Phil and
Dave were raring to get off to the mountains; they
packed up their ski gear and climbed into the van with
alacrity.

alchemy N. medieval form of speculative thought that
aimed to transform base metals (lead or copper) into sil-
ver or gold and to discover a means of prolonging life.
Although alchemy anticipated science in its belief that
physical reality was determined by an unvarying set of
natural laws, the alchemist’s experimental method was
hardly scientific.

alcove N. nook; recess. Though their apartment lacked a
full-scale dining room, an alcove adjacent to the living
room made an adequate breakfast nook for the young
couple.

alias wN. an assumed name. John Smith's alias was Bob
Jones. also ADv.

alienate v. make hostile; separate. Her attempts to alien-
ate the two friends failed because they had complete
faith in each other.

alimentary  aDs. supplying nourishment. The alimentary
canal in our bodies is so named because digestion of
foods occurs there. When asked for the name of the
digestive tract, Sherlock Holmes replied, "Alimentary, my
dear Watson.”

alimony N. payments made to an ex-spouse after
divorce. Because Tony had supported Tina through
medical school, on their divorce he asked the court to
award him $500 a month in alimony.

allay v. calm; pacify. The crew tried to allay the fears of
the passengers by announcing that the fire had been
controlled.

allege v. state without proof. Although it is alleged that
she has worked for the enemy, she denies the allegation
and, legally, we can take no action against her without
proof. allegation, N.

allegiance N. loyalty. Not even a term in prison could
shake Lech Walesa’s allegiance to Solidarity, the Polish
trade union he had helped to found.

allegory N. story in which characters are used as sym-
bols; fable. Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory of the temp-
tations and victories of the human soul. allegorical, ADJ.

m alleviate v. relieve. This should alleviate the pain; if it
does not, we shall have to use stronger drugs.
alliteration N. repetition of beginning sound in poetry.
“The furrow followed free” is an example of alliteration.
allocate v. assign. Even though the Red Cross had

allocated a large sum for the relief of the sufferers of the
disaster, many people perished.

alloy N. a mixture as of metals. Alloys of gold are used
more frequently than the pure metal.

alloy v. mix; make less pure; lessen or moderate. Our
delight at the Mets’ victory was alloyed by our concern

for Al Laites, who injured his pitching arm in the game.

allude v. refer indirectly. Try not to mention divorce in
Jack’s presence because he will think you are alluding to
his marital problems with Jill.

allure v. entice; attract. Allured by the song of the sirens,
the helmsman steered the ship toward the reef. also N.

allusion  N. indirect reference. When Amanda said to the
ticket scalper, “One hundred bucks? What do you want,
a pound of flesh?” she was making an allusion to
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.

alluvial apJ. pertaining to soil deposits left by running
water. The farmers found the afluvial deposits at the
mouth of the river very fertile.

aloof AbJ. apart; reserved. Shy by nature, she remained
aloof while all the rest conversed.

aloft apv. upward. The sailor climbed aloft into the
rigging.

altercation N. noisy quarrel; heated dispute. In that hot-
tempered household, no meal ever came to a peaceful
conclusion; the inevitable altercation sometimes even
ended in blows.

altruistic  ApJ. unselfishly generous; concerned for
others. In providing tutorial assistance and college
scholarships for hundreds of economically disadvan-
taged youths, Eugene Lang performed a truly altruistic
deed. altruism, N.

W amalgamate v. combine; unite in one body. The unions
will attempt to amalgamate their groups into one nation-
al body.

amass v. collect. The miser's aim is to amass and hoard
as much gold as possible.

amazon N. female warrior. Ever since the days of Greek
mythology we refer to strong and aggressive women as
amazons.

ambidexirous ADJ. capable of using either hand with
equal ease. A switch-hitter in baseball should be natu-
rally ambidexirous.

ambience N. environment; atmosphere. She went to the
restaurant not for the food but for the ambience.

W ambiguous ApJ. unclear or doubtful in meaning. His
ambiguous instructions misled us; we did not know
which road to take. ambiguity, N.

W ambivalence N. the state of having contradictory or
conflicting emotional attitudes. Torn between loving her
parents one minute and hating them the next, she was
confused by the ambivalence of her feelings. ambivalent,
ADJ.

amble N. moving at an easy pace. When she first
mounted the horse, she was afraid to urge the animal to
go faster than a gentle amble. also v.

ambrosia N. food of the gods. Ambrosia was supposed
to give immortality to any human who ate it.

ambulatory apJ. able to walk; not bedridden. Calvin was
a highly ambulatory patient; not only did he refuse to be
confined to bed, but also he insisted on riding his skate-
board up and down the halls.
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B ameliorate v. improve. Many social workers have
attempted to ameliorate the conditions of people living in
the slums.

amenable ApJ. readily managed or willing to be led;
answerable or accountable legally. Although the ambas-
sador was usually amenable to friendly suggestions, he

Test
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balked when we hinted he should pay his parking tickets.
As a foreign diplomat, he claimed he was not amenable
to minor local laws.

amend v. correct; change, generally for the better.
Hoping to amend his condition, he left Vietnam for the
United States.

Word List 2

Each of the following questions consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capi-
tal letters and write the letter of your choice on your
answer paper.

Anfonyms

16. ADULATION (A) youth (B) purity (C) brightness
(D) defense (E) criticism

17. ADVOCATE (A) define (B) oppose (C) remove
(D) inspect (E) discern

18. AFFABLE (A) rude (B) ruddy (C) needy
(D) useless (E) conscious

19. AFFECTED (A) weary (B) unfriendly (C) divine
(D) unfeigned (E) siow

20. AFFLUENCE (A) poverty (B) fear (C) persuasion
(D) consideration (E) neglect

21. AGILITY (A) awkwardness (B) solidity (C) temper

(D) harmony (E) warmth
22. ALACRITY (A) slowness (B) plenty (C) filth
(D) courtesy (E) despair
23. ALLEVIATE (A) endure (B) worsen (C) enlighten
(D) maneuver (E) humiliate
24. ALLURE (A) hinder (B) repel (C) ignore
(D) leave (E) wallow
25. ALOOF (A) triangular (B) gregarious
(C) comparable (D) honorable (E) savory
26. AMALGAMATE (A) equip (B) separate
(C) generate (D) materialize (E) repress
27. AMBIGUOUS (A) salvageable (B) corresponding
(C) responsible (D) clear (E) auxiliary
28. AMBLE (A) befriend (B) hasten (C) steal
(D) browse (E) prattle
29. AMBULATORY (A) convalescent (B) valedictory
(C) bedridden (D) emergency (E) congenital
30. AMELIORATE (A) make slow (B) make sure
(C) make young (D) make worse (E) make able

Word List 3

amenities N. convenient features; courtesies. In addition
to the customary amenities for the business traveler—fax
machines, modems, a health club—the hotel offers the
services of a butler versed in the social amenities.

amenities-apothecary

amiable aDJ. agreeable; lovable; warmly friendly. in Little
Women, Beth is the amiable daughter whose loving
disposition endears her to all who know her.

amicable ApJ. politely friendly; not guarrelsome. Beth’s
sister Jo is the hot-tempered tomboy who has a hard
time maintaining amicable relationships with those
around her. Jo's guarrel with her friend Laurie finally
reaches an amicable settlement, but not because Jo
turns amiable overnight.

amiss abJ. wrong; faulty. Seeing her frown, he won-
dered if anything were amiss. also ADV.

amity N. friendship. Student exchange programs such
as the Experiment in International Living were estab-
lished to promote international amity.

amnesia N. loss of memory. Because she was suffering
from amnesia, the police could not get the young girl to
identify herself.

amnesty N. pardon. When his first child was born, the
king granted amnesty to all in prison.

amoral  apJ. nonmoral. The amoral individual lacks a
code of ethics; he cannot tell right from wrong. The
immoral person can tell right from wrong; he chooses to
do something he knows is wrong.

amorous ADJ. moved by sexual love; loving. “Love them
and leave them” was the motto of the amorous Don Juan.

amorphous apJ. formless; lacking shape or definition. As
soon as we have decided on our itinerary, we shall send
you a copy; right now, our plans are still amorphous.

amphibian ADJ. able to live both on land and in water.
Frogs are classified as amphibian. also N.

amphitheater N. oval building with tiers of seats. The
spectators in the amphitheater cheered the gladiators.

ample apJ. abundant. Bond had ample opportunity to
escape. Why, then, did he let us capture him?

amplify v. broaden or clarify by expanding; intensify;
make stronger. Charlie Brown tried to amplify his
remarks, but he was drowned out by jeers from the
audience. Lucy was smarter: she used a loudspeaker
to amplify her voice.
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amputate v. cut off part of body; prune. When the doc-
tors had to amputate Ted Kennedy's leg to prevent the
spread of cancer, he did not let the loss of his leg keep
him from participating in sports.

amok (also amuck) ADv. in a state of rage. The police had
to be called in to restrain him after he ran amok in the
department store.

amulet N. charm; talisman. Around her neck she wore
the amulet that the witch doctor had given her.

W anachronism N. something or someone misplaced in
time. Shakespeare's reference to clocks in Julius Caesar
is an anachronism; no clocks existed in Caesar's time.
anachronistic, ADJ.

analgesic ADJ. causing insensitivity to pain. The anal-
gesic qualities of this lotion will provide temporary relief.

W analogous ADJ. comparable. She called our attention
to the things that had been done in an analogous situa-
tion and recommended that we do the same.

analogy N. similarity; parallelism. A well-known analogy
compares the body's immune system with an army
whose defending troops are the lymphocytes or white
blood cells.

anarchist N. person who seeks to overturn the estab-
lished government; advocate of abolishing authority.
Denying she was an anarchist, Katya maintained she
wished only to make changes in our government, not to
destroy it entirely.

W anarchy N. absence of governing body; state of dis-
order. The assassination of the leaders led to a period of
anarchy.

anathema ~. solemn curse; someone or something
regarded as a curse. The Ayatolla Khomeini heaped
anathema upon “the Great Satan,” that is, the United
States. To the Ayatolla, America and the West were
anathema; he loathed the democratic nations, cursing
them in his dying words. anathematize, v.

ancestry N. family descent. David can trace his ancestry
as far back as the seventeenth century, when one of his
ancestors was a court trumpeter somewhere in
Germany. ancestral, ADJ.

anchor v, secure or fasten firmly; be fixed in place. We set
the post in concrete to anchor it in place. anchorage, N.

ancillary  apy. serving as an aid or accessory; auxiliary.
In an ancillary capacity Doctor Watson was helpful;
however, Holmes could not trust the good doctor to
solve a perplexing case on his own. also N.

anecdote N. short account of an amusing or interesting
event. Rather than make concrete proposals for welfare
reform, President Reagan told anecdotes about poor
people who became wealthy despite their impoverished
backgrounds.

anemia N. condition in which blood lacks red corpus-
cles. The doctor ascribes her tiredness to anemia.
anemic, ADJ.

anesthetic N. substance that removes sensation with or
without loss of consciousness. His monotonous voice
acted like an anesthetic; his audience was soon asleep.
anesthesia, N.

anguish N. acute pain; extreme suffering. Visiting the
site of the explosion, the president wept to see the
anguish of the victims and their families.

angular abJ. sharp-cornered; stiff in manner. Mr.
Spock’s features, though angular, were curiously attrac-
tive, in a Vulcan way.

animadversion N. critical remark. He resented the ani-
madversions of his critics, particularly because he real-
ized they were true.

animated ApuJ. lively; spirited. Jim Carrey’s facial expres-
sions are highly animated: when he played Ace Ventura,
he was practically rubber-faced.

animosity N. active enmity. He incurred the animosity of
the ruling class because he advocated limitations of their
power.

animus N. hostile feeling or intent. The animus of the
speaker became obvious to all when he began to
indulge in sarcastic and insulting remarks.

annals N. records; history. In the annals of this period,
we find no mention of democratic movements.

anneal v. reduce brittleness and improve toughness by
heating and cooling. After the glass is annealed, it will be
less subject to chipping and cracking.

annex v. attach; take possession of. Mexico objected to
the United States’ attempts to annex the territory that
later became the state of Texas.

annihilate v. destroy. The enemy in its revenge tried to
annihilate the entire population.

annotate v. comment; make explanatory notes. in the
appendix to the novel, the critic sought to annotate many
of the more esoteric references.

annuity N. yearly allowance. The annuity she set up with
the insurance company supplements her social security
benefits so that she can live very comfortably without
working.

annul v. make void. The parents of the eloped couple
tried to annul the marriage.

anodyne N. drug that relieves pain; opiate. His pain was
so great that no anodyne could relieve it.

anoint v. consecrate. The prophet Samuel anointed
David with oil, crowning him king of Israel.

W anomalous ADJ. abnormal; irregular. She was placed in
the anomalous position of seeming to approve proce-
dures that she despised.

anomaly N. irregularity. A bird that cannot fly is an
anomaly.

anonymity n. state of being nameless; anonymousness.
The donor of the gift asked the college not to mention her
by name; the dean readily agreed to respect her
anonymity. anonymous, ADJ.

antagonism N. hostility; active resistance. Barry showed
his antagonism toward his new stepmother by ignoring
her whenever she tried talking to him. antagonistic, ADJ.

antecede v. precede. The invention of the radiotelegraph
anteceded the development of television by a quarter of
a century.



antecedents N. preceding events or circumstances that
influence what comes later; ancestors or early back-
ground. Susi Bechhofer's ignorance of her Jewish
background had its antecedents in the chaos of World
War Il. Smuggled out of Germany and adopted by a
Christian family, she knew nothing of her birth and
antecedents until she was reunited with her Jewish fam-
ily in 1989.

antediluvian ApJ. antiquated; extremely ancient. Looking
at his great-aunt's antique furniture, which must have
been cluttering up her attic since before Noah'’s flood,
the young heir exclaimed, “"Heavens! How positively
antediluvian!”

anthem N. song of praise or patriotism. Let us now all
join in singing the national anthem.

anthology N. book of literary selections by various
authors. This anthology of science fiction was compiled
by the late Isaac Asimov. anthologize, v.

anthropoid ApJ. manlike. The gorilla is the strongest of
the anthropoid animals. also N.

anthropologist N. student of the history and science of
humankind. Anthropologists have discovered several
relics of prehistoric humans in this area.

anthropomorphic  Apu. having human form or characteris-
tics. Primitive religions often have deities with anthropo-
morphic characteristics.

antic ADJ. extravagantly odd. Putting on an antic dispo-
sition, Hamlet acts so odd that the Danish court thinks
him mad. also N.

anticlimax  N. letdown in thought or emotion. After the fine
performance in the first act, the rest of the play was an
anticlimax. anticlimactic, AbJ.

antidote N. remedy to counteract a poison or disease.
When Marge's child accidentally swallowed some clean-
ing fluid, the local poison control hotline instructed
Marge how to administer the antidote.

M antipathy N, aversion; dislike. Tom'’s extreme antipathy
for disputes keeps him from getting into arguments with
his temperamental wife. Noise in any form is antipathetic
to him. Among his other antipathies are honking cars,
boom boxes, and heavy metal rock.

antiquated ApJ. obsolete; outdated. Accustomed to
editing his papers on word processors, Philip thought
typewriters were too antiquated for him to use.

antiseptic N. substance that prevents infection. It is
advisable to apply an antiseptic to any wound, no matter
how slight or insignificant. also ADJ.

antithesis N. contrast; direct opposite of or to. This tyranny
was the antithesis of all that he had hoped for, and he
fought it with all his strength. antithetical or antithetic, ApJ.

anvil N. iron block used in hammering out metals. After
heating the iron horseshoe in the forge, the blacksmith
picked it up with his tongs and set it on the anvil.

m apathy N. lack of caring; indifference. A firm believer
in democratic government, she could not understand the
apathy of people who never bothered to vote. apathetic,
ADJ.

ape v. imitate or mimic. In the comedy Young
Frankenstein, when the servant Igor limps off, saying,
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“Walk this way,” the hero apes him, hobbling after Igor in
an imitation of his walk.

aperture N. opening; hole. She discovered a small aper-
ture in the wall, through which the insects had entered
the room.

apex N. tip; summit; climax. At the apex of his career,
the star received offers of leading roles daily; two years
later, he was reduced to taking bit parts in B-movies.

aphasia N. loss of speech due to injury or illness. After
the automobile accident, the victim had periods of apha-
sia when he could not speak at all or could only mumble
incoherently.

aphorism N. pithy maxim or saying. An aphorism is usu-
ally philosophic or scientific, as compared to an adage,
which is usually more homely and concrete. “Absolute
power corrupts absolutely” is an aphorism. “You can
lead a horse to water, but you can't make him drink” is an
adage. aphoristic, ADJ.

apiary N. a place where bees are kept. Although he
spent many hours daily in the apiary, he was very seldom
stung by a bee.

aplomb N. poise; assurance. Gwen's ap/omb in handling
potentially embarrassing moments was legendary
around the office; when one of her clients broke a piece
of her best crystal, she coolly picked up her own goblet
and hurled it into the fireplace.

apocalyptic ApJ. prophetic; pertaining to revelations. The
crowd jeered at the street preacher’s apocalyptic pre-
dictions of doom. The Apocalypse or Book of Revelations
of Saint John prophesies the end of the world as we
know it and foretells marvels and prodigies that signal
the coming doom. apocalypse, N.

apocryphal  ApJ. spurious; not authentic; invented rather
than true. Aithough many versions exist of the famous
story of Emerson’s visit to Thoreau in jail, in his writings
Thoreau never mentions any such visit by Emerson, and
so the tale is most likely apocryphal.

apogee N. highest point. When the moon in its orbit is
furthest away from the earth, it is at its apogee.
Discouraged by the apparent deterioration of America’s
space program, the science columnist wondered
whether the golden age of space travel had reached its
apogee with the Apollo 11 moon landing and would
never again achieve such heights.

apolitical apy. having an aversion or lack of concern for
political affairs. It was hard to remain apolitical during the
Vietnam War; even people who generally ignored public
issues felt they had to take political stands.

apologist N. one who writes in defense of a cause or
institution. Rather than act as an apologist for the current
regime in Beijing and defend its brutal actions, the young
diplomat decided to defect to the West.

apostate N. one who abandons his religious faith or
political beliefs. Because he switched from one party to
another, his former friends shunned him as an apostate.
An apostle passionately adheres to a belief or cause; an
apostate passionately renounces or abandons one.
apostasy, N.

apothecary N. druggist. In Holland, apothecaries still sell
spices as well as ointments and pills.
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Test

Word List 3 Antonyms

Each of the questions below consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that
is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in
capital letters and write the letter of your choice on
your answer paper.

31. AMICABLE (A) penetrating {B) compensating
(C) unfriendly (D) zigzag (E) inescapable

32. AMORAL (A) unusual (B) unfriendly (C) ethical
(D) suave (E) firm

33. AMORPHOUS (A) nauseous (B) obscene
(C) providential (D) definite (E) happy

34. AMPLIFY (A) distract (B) infer (C) publicize
(D) decrease (E) pioneer

35. ANALOGOUS {(A) not comparable (B) not capable
(C) not culpable (D) not corporeal
(E) not congenial

36. ANATHEMATIZE (A) locate (B) deceive
(C) regulate (D) radiate (E) bless

37. ANEMIC (A) pallid (B) cruel (C) red-blooded
(D) ventilating (E) hazardous

38. ANIMATED (A) worthy (B) dull (C) humorous
(D) lengthy (E) realistic

39. ANIMUS (A) pterodactyl (B) bastion (C) giraffe
(D) grimace (E) favor

40. ANOMALY (A) desperation (B) requisition
(C) registry (D) regularity (E) radiation

41, ANONYMOUS (A) desperate (B) signed
(C) defined (D) expert (E) written

42, ANTEDILUVIAN (A) transported (B) subtle
(C) isolated (D) celebrated (E) modern

43. ANTIPATHY (A) profundity (B) objection
(C) willingness (D) abstention (E) fondness

44. ANTITHESIS (A) velocity (B) maxim
(C) similarity (D) acceleration (E) reaction

45. APHASIA (A) volubility (B) necessity (C) pain
(D) crack (E) prayer

Word List 4

apothegm n~. pithy, compact saying. Proverbs are
apothegms that have become familiar sayings.

apotheosis N. elevation to godhood; an ideal example of
something. The Roman empress Livia envied the late
emperor Augustus his apotheosis; she hoped that on her
death she, too, would be exalted 1o the ranks of the
gods. The hero of the novel Generation X was the apoth-
eosis of a slacker, the quintessential example of a mem-
ber of his generation.

appall v. dismay, shock. We were appalled by the
horrifying conditions in the city's jails.

apparition N. ghost; phantom. On the castle battlements,
an apparition materialized and spoke to Hamlet, warning
him of his uncle’s treachery. In Ghostbusters, hordes of
apparitions materialized, only to be dematerialized by
the specialized apparatus wielded by Bill Murray.

W appease v. pacify or soothe; relieve. Tom and Jody
tried to appease the crying baby by offering him one toy
after another. However, he would not calm down until
they appeased his hunger by giving him a bottle.
appeasement, N.

appellation N. name; title. Macbeth was startled when the
witches greeted him with an incorrect appellation. Why
did they call him Thane of Cawdor, he wondered, when
the holder of that title still lived?

append v. attach. When you append a bibliography to a
text, you have created an appendix.

application N. diligent attention. Pleased with how well
Tom had whitewashed the fence, Aunt Polly praised him

apothegm-astigmatism

for his application. (Tom had applied himself to applying
the paint.) (secondary meaning) apply, v.

apposite ADJ. appropriate; fitting. She was always able to
find the apposite phrase, the correct expression for
every occasion.

appraise v. estimate value of. It is difficult to appraise old
paintings; it is easier to call them priceless. appraisal, N.

appreciate v. be thankful for; increase in worth; be thor-
oughly conscious of. Little Orphan Annie truly appreciated
the stocks Daddy Warbucks gave her, whose value
appreciated considerably over the years.

apprehend v. arrest (a criminal); dread; perceive. The
police will apprehend the culprit and convict him before
long.

apprehensive  AnJ. fearful; discerning. His apprehensive
glances at the people who were walking in the street
revealed his nervousness.

® apprise v. inform. When NASA was apprised of the
dangerous weather conditions, the head of the space
agency decided to postpone the shuttle launch.

W approbation N. approval. Wanting her parents' regard,
she looked for some sign of their approbation. Benjamin
Franklin, that shrewd observer of mankind, once wrote,
“We must not in the course of public life expect immedi-
ate approbation and immediate grateful acknowledg-
ment of our services.”

W appropriate v. acquire; take possession of for one’s
own use. The ranch owners appropriated the lands that
had originally been set aside for the indians' use.
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appurtenances N. subordinate possessions. He bought
the estate and all its appurtenances.

apropos ADJ. to the point and timely. When Bob spoke
out against drunk driving, some of cur crowd called him
a spoilsport, but the rest of us found his comments
extremely apropos.

apropos PREP. with reference to; regarding. Apropos the
waltz, the dance has its faults.

aptitude . fitness; talent. The American aviator Bessie
Coleman grew up in Waxahatchie, Texas, where her
mathematical aptitude freed her from working in the cot-
ton fields with her twelve brothers and sisters.

aquiline ApJ. curved, hooked. He can be recognized by
his aguiline nose, curved like the beak of the eagle.

arabesque N. style of decoration involving intertwined
plants and abstract curves; ballet position with one leg
supporting the weight of the body, while the other leg is
extended in back. Because the Koran prohibits the cre-
ation of human and animal images, Moorish arabesques
depict plants but no people. The statue of winged
Mercury stands poised on one foot, frozen in an eternal
arabesque.

arable apuy. fit for growing crops. The first settlers wrote
home glowing reports of the New World, praising its vast
acres of arable land ready for the plow.

arbiter N. person with power to decide a matter in dis-
pute; judge. As an arbiter in labor disputes, she has won
the confidence of the workers and the employers.

arbitrary ADJ. unreasonable or capricious; tyrannical.
The coach claimed the team lost because the umpire
made some arbitrary calls.

arbitrate  v. act as judge. She was called upon to arbitrate
the dispute between the union and the management.

arboretum N. place where different varieties of trees and
shrubs are studied and exhibited. Walking along the
treelined paths of the arboretum, Rita noted poplars, firs,
and some particularly fine sycamores.

arcade N. a covered passageway, usually lined with
shops. The arcade was popular with shoppers because
it gave them protection from the summer sun and the
winter rain.

arcane ADJ. secret; mysterious; known only to the initi-
ated. Secret brotherhoods surround themselves with
arcane rituals and trappings to mystify outsiders. So do
doctors. Consider the arcane terminology they use and
the impression they try to give that what is arcane to us
is obvious to them.

archaeology n~. study of artifacts and relics of early
mankind. The professor of archaeology headed an expe-
dition to the Gobi Desert in search of ancient ruins.

now

archaic ApJ. antiquated. “Methinks,” “thee,” and “thou”
are archaic words that are no longer part of our normal
vocabulary.

archetype nN. prototype; primitive pattern. The Brooklyn

Bridge was the archetype of the many spans that now
connect Manhattan with Long Island and New Jersey.
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archipelago N. group of closely located islands. When he
looked at the map and saw the archipelagoes in the
South Seas, he longed to visit them.

archives N. public records; place where public records
are kept. These documents should be part of the
archives so that historians may be able to evaluate them
in the future.

ardor N. heat, passion; zeal. Katya's ardor was con-
tagious; soon all her fellow demonstrators were busily
making posters and handing out flyers, inspired by her
ardent enthusiasm for the cause. ardent, ADJ.

W arduous ADJ. hard; strenuous. Her arduous efforts had
sapped her energy.

argot N. slang. In the argot of the underworld, she “was
taken for a ride.”

aria N. operatic solo. At her Metropolitan Opera audi-
tion, Marian Anderson sang an aria from Norma.

arid ApJ. dry; barren. The cactus has adapted to survive
in an arid environment,

aristocracy N. hereditary nobility; privileged class.
Americans have mixed feelings about hereditary aristoc-
racy. we say all men are created equal, but we describe
particularly outstanding people as natural aristocrats.

armada N. fleet of warships. Queen Elizabeth’s navy was
able to defeat the mighty armada that threatened the
English coast.

aromatic  ApJ. fragrant. Medieval sailing vessels brought
aromatic herbs from China to Europe.

arraign v. charge in court; indict. After his indictment by
the Grand Jury, the accused man was arraigned in the
County Criminal Court.

array v. marshal; draw up in order. His actions were
bound to array public sentiment against him. also N.

array v. clothe; adorn. She liked to watch her mother
array herself in her finest clothes before going out for the
evening. also N.

arrears N. being in debt. Because he was in arrears with
his car payments, the repo men repossessed his
Porsche.

arrest v. stop or check; seize or capture (the attention).
According to Connolly’'s “Theory of Permanent
Adolescence,” the triumphs and disappointments that
boys experience at the great British public schools are
so intense as to dominate their lives and to arrest their
development.

arrhythmic  ApJ. lacking rhythm or regularity. The doctors
feared his arrhythmic heartbeat might be the first symp-
tom of an imminent heart attack. arrnythmia, N.

arrogance N. pride; haughtiness. Convinced that Emma
thought she was better than anyone else in the class, Ed
rebuked her for her arrogance.

arroyo N. gully. Until the heavy rains of the past spring,
this arroyo had been a dry bed.

arsenal N. storage place for military equipment. People
are forbidden to smoke in the arsenal lest a stray spark
set off the munitions stored there.
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artful - ApJ. cunning; crafty; sly. By using accurate details
to suggest a misleading picture of the whole, the artful
propagandist turns partial truths into more effective
instruments of deception than lies.

articulate  ApJ. effective; distinct. Her articulate pres-
entation of the advertising campaign impressed her
employers. also v.

artifact . object made by human beings, either hand-
made or mass-produced. Archaeologists debated the
significance of the artifacts discovered in the ruins of
Asia Minor but came to no conclusion about the culture
they represented.

artifice N. deception; trickery. The Trojan War proved to
the Greeks that cunning and artifice were often more
effective than military might.

artisan N. manually skilled worker; craftsman, as
opposed to artist. Elderly artisans from ltaly trained
Harlem teenagers to carve the stone figures that would
decorate the new wing of the cathedral.

@ artless Apy. without guile; open and honest. Red
Riding Hood's artless comment, “Grandma, what big
eyes you have!” indicates the child’s innocent surprise at
her “grandmother’s” changed appearance.

ascendancy N. controlling influence. President Marcos
failed to maintain his ascendancy over the Philippines.

ascertain v. find out for certain. Please ascertain her
present address.

B ascelic ApJ. practicing self-denial; austere. The
wealthy, self-indulgent young man felt oddly drawn to the
strict, ascetic life led by members of some monastic
orders. also N. asceticism, N.

ascribe v. refer; attribute; assign. | can ascribe no
motive for her acts,

aseptic Aby. preventing infection; having a cleansing
effect. Hospitals succeeded in lowering the mortality rate
as soon as they introduced aseptic conditions.

ashen apJy. ash-colored; deadly pale. Her face was
ashen with fear.

asinine  Apy. stupid. Your asinine remarks prove that you
have not given this problem any serious consideration.

askance aDpv. with a sideways or indirect look. Looking
askance at her questioner, she displayed her scorn.

askew apv. crookedly; slanted; at an angle. When the
clown placed his hat askew upon his head, the children
in the audience laughed.

asperity N. sharpness (of temper). These remarks, spo-
ken with asperity, stung the boys to whom they had been
directed.

aspersion N. slanderous remark. Rather than attacking
President Cleveland's arguments with logic, his oppo-

nent resorted to casting aspersions on the president’s
moral character.

aspirant N. seeker after position or status. Although | am
an aspirant for public office, I am not willing to accept the
dictates of the party bosses. also AbJ.

aspire v. seek to attain; long for. Because he aspired to
a career in professional sports, Philip enrolled in a grad-
uate program in sports management. aspiration, N.

assail v. assault. He was assailed with questions after
his lecture.

assay v. analyze; evaluate. When they assayed the ore,
they found that they had discovered a very rich vein. also
N.

assent v. agree; accept. It gives me great pleasure to
assent to your request. also N.

assert v. state strongly or positively; insist on or demand
recognition of (rights, claims, etc.). When Jill asserted
that nobody else in the junior class had such an early
curfew, her parents asserted themselves, telling her that
if she didn’t get home by nine o'clock she would be
grounded for the week. assertion, N.

assessment N. estimation; appraisal. | would like to have
your assessment of the situation in South Africa.

B assiduous ApJ. diligent. It took Rembrandt weeks of
assiduous labor before he was satisfied with his portrait
of his son.

assimilate v. absorb; cause to become homogenous.
The manner in which the United States was able to
assimilate the hordes of immigrants during the nine-
teenth and early part of the twentieth centuries will
always be a source of pride.

W assuage v. ease or lessen (pain); satisfy (hunger); soothe
(anger). Jilted by Jane, Dick tried to assuage his heartache
by indulging in ice cream. One gallon later, he had
assuaged his appetite but not his grief. assuagement, N.

assumption N. something taken for granted; the taking
over or taking possession of. The young princess made
the foolish assumption that the regent would not object to
her assumption of power. assume, v.

assurance N. promise or pledge; certainty; self-confidence.
When Guthrie gave Guinness his assurance that rehearsals
were going well, he spoke with such assurance that
Guinness was convinced. assure, v. assured, ADJ.

asteroid nN. small planet. Asteroids have become com-
monplace to the readers of interstellar travel stories in
science fiction magazines.

astigmatism N. eye defect that prevents proper focus. As
soon as his parents discovered that the boy suffered
from astigmatism, they took him to the optometrist for
corrective glasses.
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Word List 4

Each of the questions below consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly similar or oppaosite in meaning to the word
in capital letters and write the letter of your choice on
your answer paper.

46. APPEASE (A) agitate (B) qualify (C) display
(D) predestine (E) interrupt

47. APPOSITE (A) inappropriate (B) diagonal
(C) exponential (D) unobtrusive (E) discouraging

48. APPREHEND (A) obviate (B) set free (C) shiver
(D) understand (E) contrast

49. APTITUDE (A) sarcasm (B) inversion (C) adulation
(D) lack of talent (E) gluttony

50. AQUILINE (A) watery (B) hooked (C) refined
(D) antique (E) rodentlike

51. ARCHAIC (A) youthful (B) cautious (C) antiquated
(D) placated (E) buttressed

Synonyms and Antonyms

52. ARDOR (A) zeal (B) paint (C) proof (D) group
(E) excitement

53. ARRAY (A) swindle (B) lighten (C) strip bare
(D) set free (E) cleanse

54. ARROYO (A) crevice (B) gully (C) value (D) food
(E) fabric

55. ARTIFICE (A) spite (B) exception (C) anger
(D) candor (E) loyalty

56. ARTISAN (A} educator (B) decider (C) sculptor
(D) discourser (E) unskilled laborer

57. ASCERTAIN (A) amplify (B) master (C) discover
(D) retain (E) explode

58. ASPERITY (A) anguish (B) absence (C) innuendo
(D) good temper (E) snake

59. ASSUAGE (A) stuff (B) describe (C) wince
(D) worsen (E) introduce

60. ASTEROID (A) Milky Way (B) radiance (C) large
planet (D) rising moon (E) setting moon

Word List 5

astral ApJ. relating to the stars. She was amazed at the
number of astral bodies the new telescope revealed.

astringent ApJ. binding; causing contraction; harsh or
severe. The astringent quality of the unsweetened lemon
juice made swallowing difficult. also N.

astral-barb

astronomical AbJ. enormously large or extensive. The
government seemed willing to spend astronomical sums
on weapons development.

astute ApJ. wise; shrewd; keen. The painter was an astute
observer, noticing every tiny detail of her model’s appear-
ance and knowing exactly how important each one was.

asunder ADv. into parts; apart. A fierce quarrel split the
partnership asunder; the two partners finally sundered
their connections because their points of view were poles
asunder.

asylum N. place of refuge or shelter; protection. The
refugees sought asylum from religious persecution in a
new land.

asymmetric  ApnJ. not identical on both sides of a dividing
central line. Because one eyebrow was set markedly
higher than the other, William's face had a particularly
asymmetric appearance. asymmetry, N.

atavism N. resemblance to remote ancestors rather than
to parents; reversion to an earlier type; throwback. In his
love for gardening, Martin seemed an atavism to his
Tuscan ancestors who lavished great care on their small
plots of soil. atavistic, ADJ.

atheist N. one who denies the existence of God. “An
atheist is a man who has no invisible means of support.”

atone v. make amends for; pay for. He knew no way in
which he could atone for his brutal crime.
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atrocity N. brutal deed. In time of war, many atrocities
are committed by invading armies.

atrophy N. wasting away. Polio victims need physiother-
apy to prevent the atrophy of affected limbs. also v.

attentive  ApJ. alert and watchful; considerate; thoughtful.
Spellbound, the attentive audience watched the final
game of the tennis match, never taking their eyes from
the ball. A cold wind sprang up; Stan’'s attentive
daughter slipped a sweater over his shoulders without
distracting his attention from the game.

| attenuate v. make thinner; weaken or lessen (in densi-
ty, force, degree). The long, dry spell attenuated the
creek to the merest trickle. When a meteor strikes the
ground, the initially intense shock attenuates or lessens
as it diverges outward.

attest v. testify; bear witness. Having served as a mem-
ber of a grand jury, | can attest that our system of indict-
ing individuals is in need of improvement.

attribute N. essential quality. His outstanding attribute
was his kindness.

attribute v. ascribe; explain. | attribute her success in
science to the encouragement she received from her
parents.

attrition N. gradual decrease in numbers; reduction in
the work force without firing employees; wearing away of
opposition by means of harassment. In the 1960s urban
churches suffered from attrition as members moved from
the cities to the suburbs. Rather than fire staff members,
church leaders followed a policy of attrition, allowing
elderly workers to retire without replacing them.

I L R



122 Verbal Ability: Tactics, Review, and Practice

atypical abJ. not normal. The child psychiatrist reas-
sured Mrs. Keaton that playing doctor was not atypical
behavior for a child of young Alex's age. “Perhaps not,"
she replied, “but charging for house calls is!”

B audacious ApJ. daring; bold. Audiences cheered as
Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia made their audacious,
death-defying leap to freedom and escaped Darth
Vader's troops. audacity, N.

audit N. examination of accounts. When the bank exam-
iners arrived to hold their annual audit, they discovered
the embezzlements of the chief cashier. also v.

augment v. increase; add to. Armies augment their
forces by calling up reinforcements; teachers augment
their salaries by taking odd jobs.

augury N. omen; prophecy. He interpreted the departure
of the birds as an augury of evil. augur, v.

august ADpJ. impressive; majestic. Visiting the palace at
Versailles, she was impressed by the august surround-
ings in which she found herself.

aureole N. sun’s corona; halo. Many medieval paintings
depict saintly characters with aureoles around their
heads.

auroral  ADJ. pertaining to the aurora borealis. The auro-
ral display was particularly spectacular that evening.

auspicious  apJ. favoring success. With favorable weather
conditions, it was an auspicious moment to set sail.
Thomas, however, had doubts about sailing: a paranoid,
he became suspicious whenever conditions seemed
auspicious.

W austere apJ. forbiddingly stern; severely simpie and
unornamented. The headmaster's austere demeanor
tended to scare off the more timid students, who never
visited his study willingly. The room reflected the man,
austere and bare, like a monk’s cell, with no touches of
luxury to moderate its austerity.

authenticate v. prove genuine. An expert was needed to
authenticate the original Van Gogh painting, distinguish-
ing it from its imitation.

authoritarian  ApJ. subordinating the individual to the
state; completely dominating another’s will. The leaders
of the authoritarian regime ordered the suppression of
the democratic protest movement. After years of submit-
ting to the will of her authoritarian father, Elizabeth Barrett
ran away from home with the poet Robert Browning.

authoritative  ADJ. having the weight of authority; peremp-
tory and dictatorial. Impressed by the young researcher's
well-documented presentation, we accepted her analy-
sis of the experiment as authoritative.

autocratic  Apy. having absolute, unchecked power; dic-
tatorial. A person accustomed to exercising authority
may become autocratic if his or her power is unchecked.
Dictators by definition are autocrats. Bosses who dictate
behavior as well as letters can be autocrats too. autoc-
racy, N.

automaton N. mechanism that imitates actions of
humans. Long before science fiction readers became
aware of robots, writers were creating stories of automa-
tons who could outperform humans.

B autonomous ADJ. self-governing. Although the
University of California at Berkeley is just one part of the
state university system, in many ways Cal Berkeley is
autonomous, for it runs several programs that are not
subject to outside control. autonomy, N.

autopsy N. examination of a dead body; postmortem.
The medical examiner ordered an autopsy to determine
the cause of death. also v.

auxiliary ApJ. offering or providing help; additional or
subsidiary. To prepare for the emergency, they built an
auxiliary power station. also N.

avalanche N. great mass of falling snow and ice. The
park ranger warned the skiers to stay on the main trails,
where they would be in no danger of being buried
beneath a sudden avalanche.

avarice N. greediness for wealth. Montaigne is correct in
maintaining that it is not poverty, but rather abundance,
that breeds avarice: the more shoes Imelda Marcos had,
the more she craved.

avenge V. take vengeance for something (or on behalif of
someone). Hamlet vowed he would avenge his father’s
murder and punish Claudius for his horrible crime.

W aver V. assert confidently or declare; as used in law,
state formally as a fact. The self-proclaimed psychic
averred that, because he had extrasensory perception
on which to base his predictions, he needed no seismo-
graphs or other gadgets in order to foretell earthquakes.

averse ADJ. reluctant; disinclined. The reporter was
averse to revealing the sources of his information.

aversion N. firm dislike. Bert had an aversion to yuppies;
Alex had an aversion to punks. Their mutal aversion was
so great that they refused to speak to one another.

avert v. prevent; turn away. She averted her eyes from
the dead cat on the highway.

aviary N. enclosure for birds. The aviary at the zoo held
nearly 300 birds.

avid ADu. greedy, eager for. He was avid for learning
and read everything he could get. avidity, N.

avocation N. secondary or minor occupation. His hobby
proved to be so fascinating and profitable that gradually
he abandoned his regular occupation and concentrated
on his avocation.

avow v. declare openly. Lana avowed that she never
meant to steal Debbie’'s boyfriend, but no one believed
her avowal of innocence.

avuncular  ApJ. like an uncle. Avuncular pride did not pre-
vent him from noticing his nephew's shortcomings.

awe N. solemn wonder. The tourists gazed with awe at
the tremendous expanse of the Grand Canyon.

awl N. pointed tool used for piercing. She used an aw/to
punch additional holes in the leather belt she had bought.

awry apv. distorted; crooked. He held his head awry,
giving the impression that he had caught cold in his neck
during the night. also ADJ.

axiom N. self-evident truth requiring no proof. The
Declaration of Independence records certain self-evi-
dent truths or axioms, the first of which is “All men are



created equal.” To Sherlock Holmes, it was axiomatic
that the little things were infinitely the most important; he
based his theory of detection on this obvious truth.

azure ADJ. sky blue. Azure skies are indicative of good
weather.

babble v. chatter idly. The little girl babbled about her
doll. also N.

bacchanalian apy. drunken. Emperor Nero attended the
bacchanalian orgy.

badger v. pester; annoy. She was forced to change her
telephone number because she was badgered by
obscene phone calls.

badinage N. teasing conversation. Her friends at work
greeted the news of her engagement with cheerful badi-
nage.

baffle v. frustrate; perplex. The new code baffled the
enemy agents.

bait v. harass; tease. The school bully bajted the smaller
children, terrorizing them.

baleful Apu. threatening; menacing; sinister; foreshad-
owing evil. The bully's baleful glare across the classroom
warned Tim to expect trouble after school. Blood-red in
color, the planet Mars has long been associated with
warfare and slaughter because of its ominous, baleful
appearance.

balk v. stop short, as if faced with an obstacle, and
refuse to continue. The chief of police balked at sending
his officers into the riot-torn area.

balk v. foil. When the warden learned that several
inmates were planning to escape, he took steps to balk
their attempt.

ballast N. heavy substance used to add stability or
weight. The ship was listing badly to one side; it was nec-
essary to shift the ballast in the hold to get her back on
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an even keel. also v.

balm N. something that relieves pain. Friendship is the
finest balm for the pangs of disappointed love.

balmy ADJ. mild; fragrant. A balmy breeze refreshed us
after the sultry blast.

W banal ApJ. hackneyed; commonplace; trite; lacking
originality. The hack writer’s worn-out clichés made his
comic sketch seem banal. He even resorted to the banal-
ity of having someone slip on a banana peel!

bandy v. discuss lightly or glibly; exchange (words)
heatedly. While the president was happy to bandy
patriotic generalizations with anyone who would listen to
him, he refused to bandy words with unfriendly reporters
at the press conference.

bane N. curse; cause of ruin. Lucy’s little brother was the
bane of her existence, scribbling on walls with her lip-
stick and pouring her shampoo down the drain. While
some factions praised technology as the mainspring of
social progress, others criticized it as the bane of mod-
ern man, responsible for the tyranny of the machine and
the squalor of urban life.

baneful apJ. destructive; causing ruin or death.
Anointment seems intended to apply the power of natur-
al and supernatural forces to the sick and thus to ward
off the baneful influences of diseases and of demons.

bantering ADJ. good-naturedly ridiculing. They resented
his bantering remarks because they misinterpreted his
teasing as sarcasm.

barb N. sharp projection from fishhook or other object;
openly cutting remark. If you were a politician, which
would you prefer, being caught on the barb of a fishhook
or being subjected to malicious verbal barbs? Who can
blame the president if he's happier fishing than he is lis-
tening to his critics’ barbed remarks?

Word List 5

Each of the questions below consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly similar in meaning to the word in capital
letters and write the letter of your choice on your
answer paper.

61. ASTUTE (A) sheer (B) noisy (C) astral (D) unusual
(E) clever

62. ATROCITY (A) endurance (B) fortitude (C) session
(D) heinous act (E) hatred

63. ATROPHY (A) capture (B) waste away (C) govern
(D) award prize (E) defeat

64. ATTENUATE (A) appear (B) be absent (C) weaken
(D) testify (E) soothe

65. ATYPICAL (A) superfluous (B) fortitude
(C) unusual (D) clashing (E) lovely

66. AUDACITY (A) boldness (B) asperity (C) strength
(D) stature (E) anchorage

Synonyms

67. AUGMENT (A) make noble (B) anoint (C) increase
(D) harvest (E) reach

68. AUXILIARY (A) righteous (B) prospective
(C) assistant (D) archaic (E) mandatory

69. AVARICE (A) easiness (B) greed (C) statement
(D) invoice (E) power

70. AVERT (A) entertain (B) transform (C) turn away
(D) lead toward (E) displease

71. AWRY (A) recommended (B) commiserating
(C) startled (D) crooked (E) psychological

72. BALEFUL (A) doubtful (B) virtual (C) deadly
(D) conventional (E) virtuous

73. BALMY (A) venturesome (B) dedicated (C) mild
(D) fanatic (E) memorable

74. BANAL (A) philosophical (B) trite (C) dramatic
(D) heedless (E) discussed

75. BANEFUL (A) intellectual (B) thankful (C) decisive
(D) poisonous (E) remorseful
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Word List 6 bard-bluff

bard N. poet. The ancient bard Homer sang of the fall of
Troy.

barefaced ApJ. shameless; bold; unconcealed. Shocked
by Huck Finn’'s barefaced lies, Miss Watson prayed the
good Lord would give him a sense of his unregenerate
wickedness.

barogue ADJ. highly ornate. Accustomed to the severe,
angular lines of modern skyscrapers, they found the
flamboyance of barogue architecture amusing.

barrage N. barrier laid down by artillery fire; overwhelm-
ing profusion. The company was forced to retreat
through the barrage of heavy cannons.

barrister N. counselor-at-law. Galsworthy started as a
barrister, but, when he found the practice of law boring,
turned to writing.

barterer n. trader. The barterer exchanged trinkets for
the natives’ furs.

bask v. luxuriate; take pleasure in warmth. Basking on
the beach, she relaxed so completely that she fell
asleep.

bastion n. stronghold; something seen as a source of
protection. The villagers fortified the town hall, hoping
this improvised bastion could protect them from the
guerrilla raids.

bate v. let down; restrain. Until it was time to open the pres-
ents, the children had to bate their curiosity. bated, Apu.

bauble N. trinket; trifle. The child was delighted with the
bauble she had won in the grab bag.

bawdy ADJ. indecent; obscene. Jack took offense at Jill's
bawdy remarks. What kind of young man did she think
he was?

beatific apJ. showing or producing joy; blissful. When
Johnny first saw the new puppy, a beatific smile spread
across his face. In his novel, Waugh praises Limbo, not
Heaven: “Limbo is the place. In Limbo one has natural
happiness without the beatific vision; no harps; no com-
munal order; but wine and conversation and imperfect,
various, humanity.”

beatify v. bless or sanctify; proclaim someone dead to
be one of the blessed. In 1996 Pope John Paul |l traveled
to Belgium to beatify Joseph De Veuster, better known as
Father Damien, who died in 1889 after caring for lepers
in Hawaii. How can you tell the pope from a cosmetolo-
gist? A cosmetologist beautifies someone living; the
Pope beatifies someone dead.

beatitude n. blessedness; state of bliss. Growing closer
to God each day, the mystic achieved a state of inde-
scribable beatitude.

bedizen v. dress with vulgar finery. The witch doctors
were bedizened in their gaudiest costumes.

bedraggle v. wet thoroughly. We were so bedraggled by
the severe storm that we had to change into dry clothing.
bedraggled, ApJ.

beeline N. direct, quick route. As soon as the movie was
over, Jim made a beeline for the exit.

befuddle v. confuse thoroughly. His attempts to clarify
the situation succeeded only in befuddling her further.

beget v. father; produce; give rise to. One good turn
may deserve another; it does not necessarily beget
another.

begrudge v. resent. | begrudge every minute | have to
spend attending meetings.

beguile v. mislead or delude; cheat; pass time. With flattery
and big talk of easy money, the con men beguiled Kyle into
betting his allowance on the shell game. The men quickly
beguiled poor Kyle of his money. Broke, he beguiled him-
self during the long hours by playing solitaire.

behemoth n~. huge creature; something of monstrous
size or power. Sportscasters nicknamed the linebacker
“The Behemoth.”

beholden apJ. obligated; indebted. Since | do not wish to
be beholden to anyone, | cannot accept this favor.

behoove v. be necessary or proper for; be incumbent
upon. Because the interest of the ruler and the ruled are
incompatible, it behooves the ruler to trust no one; to be
suspicious of sycophants; to permit no one to gain undue
power or influence; and, above all, to use guile to
unearth plots against the throne.

belabor v. explain or go over excessively or to a ridicu-
lous degree; assail verbally. The debate coach warned
her student not to bore the audience by belaboring his
point.

belated ADJ. delayed. He apologized for his belated note
of condolence to the widow of his friend and explained
that he had just learned of her husband's untimely
death.

beleaguer v. besiege or attack; harass. The babysitter
was surrounded by a crowd of unmanageable brats who
relentlessly beleaguered her.

B belie v. contradict; give a false impression. His
coarse, hard-bitten exterior belied his innate sensitivity.

belittle v. disparage; deprecate. Parents should not
belittle their children’s early attempts at drawing, but
should encourage their efforts.

bellicose apy. warlike; pugnacious; naturally inclined to
fight. Someone who is spoiling for a fight is by definition
bellicose.

belligerent apy. quarrelsome. Whenever he had too
much to drink, he became belligerent and tried to pick
fights with strangers. belligerence, N.

bemoan v. lament; express disapproval of. The widow
bemoaned the death of her beloved husband. Although
critics bemoaned the serious flaws in the author’s novels,
each year his latest book topped the best-seller list.

bemused ApJ. confused; lost in thought; preoccupied.
Jill studied the garbled instructions with a bernused look
on her face.

benediction n. blessing. The appearance of the sun after
the many rainy days was like a benediction.



benefactor N. gift giver; patron. Scrooge later became
Tiny Tim's benefactor and gave him gifts.

W beneficent  ApJ. kindly; doing good. The overgenerous
philanthropist had to curb his beneficent impulses before
he gave away all his money and left himself with nothing.

beneficial ApJ. helpful; useful. Tiny Tim's cheerful good
nature had a beneficial influence on Scrooge's once-
uncharitable disposition.

beneficiary N. person entitled to benefits or proceeds of
an insurance policy or will. In Scrooge's will, he made
Tiny Tim his beneficiary. everything he left would go to
young Tim.

benevolent ApJ. generous; charitable. Mr. Fezziwig was
a benevolent employer who wished to make Christmas
merrier for young Scrooge and his other employees.
benevolence, N.

benign ApJ. kindly; favorable; not malignant. Though her
benign smile and gentle bearing made Miss Marple
seem a sweet little old lady, in reality she was a tough-
minded, shrewd observer of human nature. benignity,
N.

benison N. blessing. Let us pray that the benison of
peace once more shall prevail among the nations of the
world.

bent ADJ.; N. determined; natural talent or inclination.
Bent on advancing in the business world, the secre-
tary-heroine of Working Girt had a true bent for high
finance.

bequeath v. leave to someone by means of a will; hand
down. In his will, Father bequeathed his watch to Philip;
the bequest meant a great deal to the boy. bequest, N.

berate v. scold strongly. He feared she would berate
him for his forgetfulness.

bereavement nN. state of being deprived of something
valuable or beloved. His friends gathered to console him
upon his sudden bereavement.

bereft ADJ. deprived of; lacking. The foolish gambler
soon found himself bereft of funds.

berserk Apv. frenzied. Angered, he went berserk and
began to wreck the room.

beseech v. beg; plead with. The workaholic executive's
wife beseeched him to spend more time with their son.

beset v. harass or trouble; hem in. Many vexing prob-
lems beset the American public school system. Sleeping
Beauty’s castle was beset on all sides by dense thickets
that hid it from view.

besiege v. surround with armed forces; harass (with
requests). When the bandits besieged the village, the vil-
lagers holed up in the town hall and prepared to with-
stand a long siege. Members of the new administration
were besieged with job applications from people who
had worked on the campaign.

besmirch v. soil, defile. The scandalous remarks in the
newspaper besmirch the reputations of every member of
the society.

bestial ADJ. beastlike; brutal; inhuman. According to
legend, the werewolf was able to abandon its human
shape and assume a bestial/ form. The Red Cross sought
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to put an end to the bestial treatment of prisoners of
war.

bestow v. confer. He wished to bestow great honors
upon the hero.

betoken v. signify; indicate. The well-equipped docks,
tall piles of cargo containers, and numerous vessels
being loaded all betoken Oakland’s importance as a port.

betray v. be unfaithful; reveal (unconsciously or unwill-
ingly). The spy betrayed his country by selling military
secrets to the enemy. When he was taken in for ques-
tioning, the tightness of his lips betrayed his fear of
incriminating himself. betrayal, N.

betroth v. become engaged to marry. The announcement
that they had become betrothed surprised their friends
who had not suspected any romance. betrothal, N.

bevy nN. large group. The movie actor was surrounded
by a bevy of starlets.

bicameral apJ. two-chambered, as a legislative body.
The United States Congress is a bicameral body.

bicker v. quarrel. The children bickered morning, noon
and night, exasperating their parents.

biennial ADJ. every two years. Seeing no need to meet
more frequently, the group held biennial meetings
instead of annual ones. Plants that bear flowers biennially
are known as biennials.

bifurcated apJ. divided into two branches; forked. With a
bifurcated branch and a piece of elastic rubber, he
made a crude but effective slingshot.

bigotry N. stubborn intolerance. Brought up in a democ-
ratic atmosphere, the student was shocked by the
bigotry and narrowness expressed by several of his
classmates.

bilious ApJ. suffering from a liver complaint; peevishly ill
humored. If your tummy’s feeling bilious, try Carter's
Little Liver Pills for fast relief. British linguistic purists
regard Americanisms with a bilious eye, pouncing on
each supposed barbarism viciously.

bilk v. swindle; cheat. The con man specialized in bilk-
ing insurance companies.

bilowing apJ. swelling out in waves; surging. Standing
over the air vent, Marityn Monroe tried vainly to control
her billowing skirts.

bivouac N. temporary encampment. While in bivouac,
we spent the night in our sleeping bags under the stars.
also v.

bizarre ApJ. fantastic; violently contrasting. The plot of
the novel was too bizarre to be believed.

blanch v. bleach; whiten. Although age had blanched
his hair, he was still vigorous and energetic.

bland ApJ. soothing or mild; agreeable. Jill tried a bland
ointment for her sunburn. However, when Jack absent-
mindedly patted her on the sunburned shoulder, she
couildn't maintain her bland persona. blandness, N.

blandish v. cajole; coax with flattery. Despite all their
sweet-talking, Suzi and Cher were unable to blandishthe
doorman into letting them into the hot new club.
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blandishment n. flattery. Despite the salesperson’s blan-
dishments, the customer did not buy the outfit.

blare nN. loud, harsh roar or screech; dazzling blaze of
light. I don't know which is worse: the steady blare of a
boom box deafening your ears or a sudden blare of
flashbulbs dazzling your eyes. also v.

blasé apJ. bored with pleasure or dissipation. Although
Beth was as thrilled with the idea of a trip to Paris as her
classmates were, she tried to act supercool and blasé,
as if she'd been abroad hundreds of times.

blasphemy N. irreverence; sacrilege; cursing. In my
father's house, the Dodgers were the holiest of holies; to
cheer for another team was to utter words of blasphemy.
blasphemous, ADJ.

blatant apJ. extremely obvious; loudly offensive. Caught
in a blatant lie, the scoundrel had only one regret: he
wished that he had lied more subtly. blatancy, N.

bleak ADJ. cold or cheerless; unlikely to be favorable.
The frigid, inhospitable Aleutian islands are bleak military
outposts. It's no wonder that soldiers assigned there
have a bleak attitude toward their posting.

blighted aDJ. suffering from a disease; destroyed. The
extent of the blighted areas could be seen only when
viewed from the air.

Test

blithe ApJ. carefree and unconcerned (perhaps foolishly
so); cheerful and gay. Micawber's blithe optimism that
something would turn up proved unfounded, and he wound
up in debtors’ prison. Marie Antoinette’s famous remark,
“Let them eat cake!” epitomizes her blithe ignorance of the
harsh realities endured by the common people.

bloated apJ. swollen or puffed as with water or air. Her
bloated stomach came from drinking so much water.

blowhard N. talkative boaster. After all Sol’s talk about
his big show business connections led nowhere, Sally
decided he was just another blowhard.

bludgeon N. club; heavy-headed weapon. Attacked by
Dr. Moriarty, Holmes used his walking stick as a blud-
geon to defend himself. “Watson,” he said. “| fear | may
have bludgeoned Moriarty to death.”

bluff apu. rough but good-natured. Jack had a bluffand
hearty manner that belied his actual sensitivity; he never
let people know how thin-skinned he really was.

bluff ~N. pretense (of strength); deception; high cliff.
Claire thought Lord Byron's boast that he would swim the
Hellespont was just a bluff, she was astounded when he
dove from the high b/uffinto the waters below.

Word List 6 Antonyms

Each of the questions below consists of a word in capi-
tal letters, followed by five lettered words or phrases.
Choose the lettered word or phrase that is most nearly
opposite in meaning to the word in capital letters and
write the letter of your choice on your answer paper.

76. BAROQUE (A) polished (B) constant
(C) transformed (D) simple (E) aglow

77. BEATIFIC (A) glorious (B) dreadful (C) theatrical
(D) crooked (E) handsome

78. BELITTLE (A) disobey (B) forget (C) magnify
(D) extol (E) envy

79. BELLICOSE (A) peaceful (B) naval (C) amusing
(D) piecemeal (E) errant

80. BENIGN (A) tenfold (B) peaceful (C) blessed
(D) wavering (E) malignant

81. BENISON (A) curse (B) bachelor (C) wedding
(D) orgy (E) tragedy

82. BERATE (A) grant (B) praise (C) refer
(D) purchase (E) deny

83. BESTIAL (A) animated (B) noble (C) zoological
(D) clear (E) dusky

84. BIGOTRY (A) arrogance (B) approval
(C) mourning (D) promptness (E) tolerance

85. BIZARRE (A) rcomy (B) veiled (C) subdued
(D) triumphant (E) normal

86. BLANCH (A) bleach (B) scatter (C) darken
(D) analyze (E) subdivide

87. BLAND (A) caustic (B) meager (C) soft
(D) uncocked (E) helpless

88. BLASE (A) fiery (B) clever (C) intriguing
(D) slim (E) ardent

89. BLEAK (A) pale (B) sudden (C) dry (D) narrow
(E) cheerful

90. BLITHE (A) spiritual (B) profuse (C) cheerless
(D) hybrid (E) comfortable

Word List 7

blunder ~. error. The criminal’s fatal biunder led to his
capture. also v.

blunder-canter

blurt v. utter impulsively. Before she could stop him, he
blurted out the news.

bluster v. blow in heavy gusts; threaten emptily; bully.
“Let the stormy winds bluster,” cried Jack, “we’ll set sail
tonight.” Jill let Jack bluster: she wasn't going anywhere,
no matter what he said. also n.

bode v.foreshadow; portend. The gloomy skies and the
sulfurous odors from the mineral springs seemed to
bode evil to those who settled in the area.

bogus aDJ. counterfiet; not authentic. The police quickly
found the distributors of the bogus twenty-dollar bills.

bohemian aDJ. unconventional (in an artistic way).
Gertrude Stein ran off to Paris to live an eccentric,
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bohemian life with her writer friends. Oakland was not
bohemian: it was too bourgeois, too middie-class.

boisterous ADJ. violent; rough; noisy. The unruly crowd
became even more boisterous when he tried to quiet
them.

W boister v. support; reinforce. The debaters amassed
file boxes full of evidence to bolster their arguments.

bolt N. door bar; fastening pin or screw; length of fabric.
The carpenter shut the workshop door, sliding the heavy
metal bolt into place. He sorted through his toolbox for
the nuts and bolts and nails required for the job. Before
he cut into the bolt of canvas, he measured how much
fabric he would need.

bolt v. dash or dart off; fasten (a door); gobble down. Jack
was set to bolt out the front door, but Jill bolted the door.
“Eat your breakfast,” she said, “don’t bolt your food.”

bombardment N. attack (as with missiles). The enemy
bombardment demolished the town. Members of the
opposition party bombarded the prime minister with ques-
tions about the enemy attack.

W bombastic aby. pompous; using inflated language.
Puffed up with conceit, the orator spoke in such a
bombastic manner that we longed to deflate him.
bombast, N.

boon N. blessing; benefit. The recent rains that filled our
empty reservoirs were a boon to the whole community.

W boorish abJ. rude; insensitive. Though Mr. Potts
constantly interrupted his wife, she ignored his boorish
behavior, for she had lost hope of teaching him courtesy.

bouillon N. clear beef soup. The cup of bouillon served
by the stewards was welcomed by those who had been
chilled by the cold ocean breezes.

bountiful apJ. abundant; graciously generous. Thanks to
the good harvest, we had a bountiful supply of food and
we could be as bountiful as we liked in distributing food
to the needy.

bourgeois ADJ. middle class; selfishly materialistic; dully
conventional. Technically, anyone who belongs to the
middle class is bourgeois, but, given the word’s conno-
tations, most people resent it if you call them that.

bovine apy. cowlike; placid and dull. Nothing excites
Esther; even when she won the state lottery, she still pre-
served her air of bovine calm.

bowdlerize v. expurgate. After the film editors had bowd-
lerized the language in the script, the motion picture’s
rating was changed from “R” to “PG.”

boycott v. refrain from buying or using. To put pressure
on grape growers to stop using pesticides that harmed
the farm workers’ health, Cesar Chavez called for con-
sumers to boycott grapes. also N.

brackish ApJ. somewhat saline. He found the only wells
in the area were brackish; drinking the water made him
nauseous.

braggadocio N. boasting. He was disliked because his
manner was always full of braggadocio.
braggart N. boaster. Modest by nature, she was no

braggart, preferring to let her accomplishments speak
for themselves.
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brandish v. wave around; flourish. Alarmed, Doctor
Watson wildly brandished his gun until Holmes told him
to put the thing away before he shot himself.

bravado N. swagger; assumed air of defiance. The
bravado of the young criminal disappeared when he was
confronted by the victims of his brutal attack.

brawn n~. muscular strength; sturdiness. It takes brawn
to become a champion weight-lifter. brawny, ApJ.

brazen apJ. insolent. Her brazen contempt for authority
angered the officials.

breach N. breaking of contract or duty; fissure or gap. Jill
sued Jack for breach of promise, claiming he had broken
their engagement. The attackers found a breach in the
enemy’s fortifications and penetrated their lines. also v.

breadth N. width; extent. We were impressed by the
breadth of her knowledge.

brevity N. conciseness. Brevity is essential when you
send a telegram or cablegram; you are charged for
every word.

brindled apJ. tawny or grayish with streaks or spots. He
was disappointed in the litter because the puppies were
brindled; he had hoped for animals of a uniform color.

bristling apJ. rising like bristles; showing irritation. The
dog stood there, bristling with anger.

brittle ADJ. easily broken; difficult. My employer's brittle
personality made it difficult for me to get along with her.

broach v. introduce; open up. Jack did not even try to
broach the subject of religion with his in-laws. If you
broach a touchy subject, the result may be a breach.

brocade N. rich, figured fabric. The sofa was covered
with expensive brocade.

brochure N. pamphlet. This brochure of farming was
issued by the Department of Agriculture.

brooch N. ornamental clasp. She treasured the brooch
because it was an heirloom.

brook v. tolerate; endure. The dean would brook no
interference with his disciplinary actions. (secondary
meaning)

browbeat v. bully; intimidate. Billy resisted Ted'’s
attempts to browbeat him into handing over his lunch
money.

browse v. graze; skim or glance at casually. "How now,
brown cow, browsing in the green, green grass.” |
remember lines of verse that | came across while brows-
ing through the poetry section of the local bookstore.
brunt N. main impact or shock. Tom Sawyer claimed
credit for painting the fence, but the brunt of the work fell
on others. However, Tom bore the brunt of Aunt Polly’'s
complaints when the paint began to peel.

brusque apu. blunt; abrupt. She was offended by his
brusque reply.

buccaneer nN. pirate. At Disneyland the Pirates of the
Caribbean sing a song about their lives as bloody
buccaneers.
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bucolic ApJ. rustic; pastoral. Filled with browsing cows
and bleating sheep, the meadow was a charmingly
bucolic sight.

buffet N. table with food set out for people to serve
themselves; meal at which people help themselves to
food that's been set out. (Buffet rhymes with tray.) Please
convey the soufflé on the tray to the buffet.

buffet v. slap; batter; knock about. To buffet something
is to rough it up. (Buffet rhymes with Muffett.) Was Miss
Muffett buffeted by the crowd on the way to the buffet
tray?

buffoonery N. clowning. In the Ace Ventura movies, Jim
Carrey’s buffoonery was hilarious: like Bozo the Clown,
he’s a natural buffoon.

bugaboo nN. bugbear; object of baseless terror. If we
become frightened by such bugaboos, we are no wiser
than the birds who fear scarecrows.

bullion nN. gold and silver in the form of bars. Much
builion is stored in the vaults at Fort Knox.

bulwark N. earthwork or other strong defense; person
who defends. The navy is our principal bulwark against
invasion.

bungle v. mismanage; blunder. Don’t botch this assign-
ment, Bumstead; if you bungle the job, you're fired!

buoyant apJ. able to float; cheerful and optimistic. When
the boat capsized, her buoyant life jacket kept Jody
afloat. Scrambling back on board, she was still in a
buoyant mood, certain that despite the delay she’'d win
the race. buoyancy, N.

bureaucracy N. overregulated administrative system
marked by red tape. The Internal Revenue Service is the
ultimate bureaucracy: taxpayers wasted so much paper
filling out IRS forms that the IRS bureaucrats printed up
a new set of rules requiring taxpayers to comply with the
Paperwork Reduction Act. bureaucratic, AoJ.

m burgeon v. grow forth; send out buds. In the spring,
the plants that burgeon are a promise of the beauty that
is to come.

burlesque v. give an imitation that ridicules. In Galaxy
Quest, Alan Rickman burlesques Mr. Spock of Star Trek,
outrageously parodying Spock’s unemotional manner
and stiff bearing. also