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Classic: If a bear walks one mile south, turns left and walks one mile to the east and 

then turns left again and walks one mile north and arrives at its original position, 

what is the color of the bear 

 

There are 25 horses and only five tracks in a race. How do you find the second 

coming horse of all the 25 horses, provided there is no stop clock? (obviously, a 

horse cannot participate more than once in a race). 

 

You have 8 balls. One of them is defective and weighs less than others. You have a 

balance to measure balls against each other. In 2 weighings how do you find the 

defective one?  

 

if a number is choosen between 100 and 999 includeing these numberrs what is the 

provbabilty that the number selected does not contain a 7 is 

 

Given a rectangular (cuboidal for the puritans) cake with a rectangular piece 

removed (any size or orientation), how would you cut the remainder of the cake into 

two equal halves with one straight cut of a knife? 

 

One train leaves Los Angeles at 15mph heading for New York. Another train leaves 

from New York at 20mph heading for Los Angeles on the same track. If a bird, flying 

at 25mph, leaves from Los Angeles at the same time as the train and flies back and 

forth between the two trains until they collide, how far will the bird have traveled? 

 

You have two jars, 50 red marbles and 50 blue marbles. A jar will be picked at 

random, and then a marble will be picked from the jar. Placing all of the marbles in 

the jars, how can you maximize the chances of a red marble being picked? What are 

the exact odds of getting a red marble using your scheme? 

 

Imagine you are standing in front of a mirror, facing it. Raise your left hand. Raise 

your right hand. Look at your reflection. When you raise your left hand your 
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reflection raises what appears to be his right hand. But when you tilt your head up, 

your reflection does too, and does not appear to tilt his/her head down. Why is it 

that the mirror appears to reverse left and right, but not up and down? 

 

You have 5 jars of pills. Each pill weighs 10 gram, except for contaminated pills 

contained in one jar, where each pill weighs 9 gm. Given a scale, how could you tell 

which jar had the contaminated pills in just one measurement? 

 

There are four dogs/ants/people at four corners of a square of unit distance. At the 

same instant all of them start running with unit speed towards the person on their 

clockwise direction and will always run towards that target. How long does it take for 

them to meet and where? 


