English literature:

General Instructions

1. Attempt five questions in all.

2. You must attempt one question from each of the Sections A, B and C and
any two other questions.

3. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in b
]

SECTION A - DRAMA

Shakespeare : Julius Caesar ®
Question 1
Read the extract given below and answer the questions §gat follqw:
Cassius : Why, man, he doth bestride thegafro d
Like a Colossus; and we petty@en
Walk under his huge leg es@ about
To find ourselves di ablegyraves.
Men at some timg ar of their fates:
The fault, deagBr is ™ot in our stars,
But in oursefes, e are underlings.
i. What is refen s W Colossus'? Why does Cassius compare Caesar to
the Colossu
ii. 'Men aj some masters of their fates.' Name two people who warn
Caesa boutgs te. What do they say? What is Caesar's reaction to the
waly [3]

iii. scene, what reasons does Caesar give to Antony for considering
ngerous'?

o instances does Cassius give to prove that Caesar is a physically
ak person?

tion any three vital errors of judgement that Brutus makes. In your
opinion, which particular trait in his character brings about his downfall? [4]

uestion 2
ead the extract given below and answer the question that follow:

Antony : If you have tears, prepare to shed them now,



You all do know this mantle: | remember

The first time ever Caesar put it on;

T was on a summer's evening, in his tent,

That day he overcame the Nervii.

Look, in this place ran Cassius' dagger through:
See what a rent the envious Casca made:
Through this the well-beloved Brutus stabb'd;

i.  Who were the 'Nervii'? Why does Antony mention the n of CassIUs,
Casca and Brutus as he shows the mob the mantle? [3 ®
ii. State two arguments put forward by Antony earlier hajcaesar was

not ambitious. [3]
iii.  'Through this the well-beloved Brutus stabb'd.’
Brutus as 'well-beloved'? Why was the stab
to as 'the most unkindest cut of all'? [3]
iv.  Which document does Antony have wi
contents of the document? [3]
v. Atthe end of the play, Antony say§fo
them all ...... " What explanatio

h¥ggdoes Antony refer to

by Brutus referred

imd Is speech? What are the
‘This was the noblest Roman of
give to justify his statement? [4]

Question 3

Read the extract given below ghd e questions that follow:

Ronnie (opening his eyag WY es, er?
Arthur eading the account of the debate. Would you like
t0 listen, or would you rather go to bed?
Ronnie Oh, I'd like to listen, of course, Father. | was listening,
® too, only | had my eyes shut-
Art Very well. (Reading)

w old is Ronnie? How was Ronnie introduced to the readers in the
inning of the play? [3]
What is 'the debate' about? In 'the account' what is said about Ronnie? [3]
iii. ~ Who enters shortly after? What does this person say and what is Arthur's
reply? [3]
iv. What does Catherine say when she enters and sees Ronnie fast asleep? [3]
v. What is Ronnie accused of ? How do Dickie and Grace react to the
accusation? State, giving one reason, the impression you form of Ronnie from
the above extract. [4]



Question 4
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Grace : John? | hope you didn't speak to him, Kate.

Catherine:  Of course | did.

Grace : Kate, how could you! What did he say?

Catherine:  He wished us luck.

Grace : What impertinence! The idea of John Watherstone comi
calmly up in Court to wish you luck-I think it's the most
disgraceful, cold blooded- ®

i.  Who is John Watherstone? How is he introduced @ the r in the earlier
part of the play? [3]

ii. Why does Grace say, 'l hope you didn't spe
Grace have of John at this time? Do you
support your answer. [3]

iii.  What advice does Grace give to Di
so? [3]

iv.  Soon after, why does Desmon
account of the conversation
Desmond. [3]

v.  Which character in the @lay
justify your answer. |

at opinion does
ii? Give a reason to

le 1at8r? Why does she advise him

garden door? Give a brief
lace between Catherine and

aled to you the most? Give reasons to

TION B - Poetry
Images of Life**

t given below and answer the questions that follow:

e west wind, full of birds' cries;

e West wind but tears are in my eyes,
m the west lands, the old brown hills,
lI's in the west wind, and daffodils.

Why does the poet call the west wind 'a warm wind'? Why do the poet's eyes

get filled with tears when he hears the west wind? [3]

ii. Why does the poet consider the west land a 'fine land'? State four features of
the west land as mentioned in the poem. [3]

iii. How does the west wind try to capture the attention of the poet and what

effect does it have on the poet? [3]



iv.  The west wind describes the poet as a person who is suffering. Mention what
the west wind says about this. What relief does the west wind offer?

v. Name the poet. Give briefly the theme of the poem. In what way has this
poem appealed to you? [4]

Question 6**
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

My right side bled, my cheek was torn, and |
Dislodged, detachedly, a piece of glass,

All the time wondering what had come to pass.
Where was my wife? Alarmed, | gave a shout, .........

(i) Who is the speaker and from which poem has this extra akgn? What
other physical injuries had the speaker received? [3]

(if) Describe the appearance of the speaker's wife rged' in response
to his shout. Where did the speaker intend to go y? [3]
(iii) Why did the speaker then tell his wife to 'g ah ? What made her leave

the place? How did the speaker feel afte ft? [3]

me time for me to understand.'
he four people, the speaker saw on

(iv) Later in the poem, the speaker
What did the speaker understand?

the way to the hospital? What n to them all? [3]
(v) What is the 'incident' deS@ribe poem? Name the poet. What are your
feelings after reading th 2

ECTION C - Prose**
Figments of Imagination

no character in the faces here. They all look alike!"
do you see in my face?" the Pope asked, almost in jest.

i.  What task had Pope Julius assigned to Michelangelo? Why had the Pope
chosen Michelangelo and not Bramante? What were Michelangelo's reasons
for accepting the assignment? [3]

ii.  Narrate briefly two instances from the story that show Michelangelo as
'‘eccentric'. [3]



iii.  Explain the following:
(a) "There's no character in the faces here.'
(b) 'A burning candle.' [3]

iv.  Briefly describe how Michelangelo found the face of Judas for his assignment
[3]

v. Who is the author of this story? What message does the story convey? Ho
has this story appealed to you? [4]

Question 8**
Briefly narrate the story "Dusk" and bring out the humour and irony in tig story.

The Old man and the Sea**
Question 9** g
Read the extract given below and answer the questions fo

ings in the sea
e turtles saw them,
®» were completely

The iridescent bubbles were beautiful. But they we
and the old man loved to see the big sea turtles e4
approached them from the front, then shut thej@yes
carapaced and ate them filaments and all.

e bubbles' earlier? Why does the
his arms and hands? [3]
s loving 'to see the big sea turtles

i. How does the old man describ
old man sometimes have we
i.  What else does the old man lo
eating them'? What opi es

How does the old m ell fit and strong? Why does he talk to

an after he returns to the harbour from his

'good luck' before he sets out to sea? Describe the
is person and the old man. What was the opinion of

,'God let him jump'. [16]
The Village by the Sea
(Anita Desai)

Question 11
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:



"We are farmers and fishermen from Alibagh," said man quietly before he moved on.
"We have come to speak to the Chief Minister."

"You do that," the policeman told him. "You do that - he is waiting for you, with te
and a garland and a sweet for each of you." He burst out laughing again, winking
the bus-driver as he did so, and then blew his whistle shrilly to make them

Hari and his companion moved on, very hurt and offended.

(i) Who is Hari? Briefly explain the reasons that compelled Hari to leavdghis vill
[3]

(ii) Later in Bombay, why did Hari face threats from another p n? wwo saved
him? How? [3]

(iii) Which place were the farmers and fishermen from Alfagh heading for? What
had inspired them to do so? [3]

(iv) State two reasons why Hari had joined th ceq @ ow did Hari feel after
the conclusion of the meeting with the Chief ter?

(v) At the end of the story, who gives theQ@pfid®nce he needs? What advice
does this person give him? How is ig@imifQato t Mr. Panwallah had told Hari
earlier in the story? [4]

Question 12
Briefly narrate Hari's en Wi e man living in the shack, who had information
about new factories wal disappointed after the encounter? [16]



